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r HE confufion which overfpred England after the murder of the King, = 1649. 
proceeded as well from the fpirit of refinement and innovation, which State of Eng- 
agitated the ruling party, as from the diffolution of all that authority, a 
both civil and ecclefiaftical, by which the nation had ever been accuf- 

tomed to be governed. Every man had framed the model of a republic; and, 

however new or fantaftical, he was eager of recommending it to his fellow citizens, 

or even of impofing it by force upon them. Every man had adjufted a fyftem of 

religion, which, being derived from no traditional authority, was peculiar to him- 

felf; and being founded on fuppofed infpiration, not on any principles of human 

reafoning, had no means, befides cant and low rhetoric, by which it could recom- 

mend itfelf to others, The Levellers infifted on an equal diftribution of property 
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and power, and difclaimed all dependance and fubordination. The Millenarians: 
or Fifth-Monarchy-men required, that government itfelf fhould be abolifhed, 
and all human powers be laid in the duft, in order to pave the way for the domt1- 
nion of Chrift, whofe fecond coming en earth they fuddenly expetted. ‘The 
Antinomians even infifted, thatthe obligations of morality and natural law were 
fufpended, and that the elect, guided by an internal principle, more perfect and 
divine, were fuperior to the deggarly elements of juftice and humanity. <A confi- 
derable party declaimed againft tythes and a hireling priefthood, and were re- 
folved that the maeiftrate fhould not fupport by power or revenue any ecclefG- 
altical eftablifhment. Another party inveighed againft the law and its profeffors ; 
and under pretence of-rendering more fimple the diftribution of juftice, were de- 
firous of abolifhing the whole fyftem of Englifh jurifprudence, which feemed in- 
terwoven with monarchical government. Even thofe among the republicans, 
who adopted not fuch extravagancies, were fo intoxicated with their faintly cha- 
racter, that they fuppofed themfelves poffefled of peculiar privileges ; and all pro- 
feffions, oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure, loft their influ- 
ence over them. ‘Tvhe bands of fociety were every where loofened ; and the irre- 
gular paffions of men were encouraged byfpeculative principles, ftill more unfocial 
and irregular. 

Tue Royalifts, confilting of the nobles and more confiderable gentry, being, 
degraded’ from their authority and plundered of their property, were inflamed 
with the higheft refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble adverfariés, who. 
had reduced them to fubjection. The Prefbyterians, whofe credit had firtt fup- 
ported the arms of the Parliament, were enraged to find, that, by the treachery 
or fuperior cunning of their affociates, the fruits of all their fuccefsful labours 
were ravifhed from them: The former party, from inclination and principle, 
zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their unfortunate Monarch, whofe 
memory they refpected, and whofe tragical death they deplored. The latter catt 
their eyes towards the fame objet; but they had ftill many prejudices to over- 
come, many fears and jealoufies to be allayed, ’ere they could cordially entertain 
thoughts of reftoring that family, whom they had fo grievoufly offended, and 
whofe principles they regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. 

‘Tue only folid fupport of the republican independant faction, which, tho’ it 
formed fo fmalla part of the nation, had violently ufurped the government of 
the whole, was a numerous army of about fifty thoufand men. But this army, 
formidable from its difcipline and courage, as well as its numbers, was actuated by 
a {pirit, that rendered it extremely dangerous to the aflembly, which had aflumed 
the command over it. A'ccuftomed to indulge every chimera in politics, every 
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frenzy in religion, the foldiers knew little of the fubordination of citizens, and 
had only learned, from apparent neceffity, fome maxims of military obedience. 
And while they ftill maintained, that all thofe enormous violations of law and 
equity, of which they had been guilty, were juftified by the fuccefs, with which 
providence had bleffed them ; they were ready to break out into any new difor- 
der, wherever they had the profpect of a like fan¢tion and authority. 

Wuar alone gave fome poize and itability to all thefe unfettled humours, was 
the great influence, both civil and military, acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This 
man, fuited to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was equally quali- 
fied to gain the affection and confidence of men, by what was mean, vulgar, and 
ridiculous in his character; as to command their obedience by what was great, 
daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buffoonery with the meanett fentine’, 
he never loft his authority : Tranfported to a degree of madnefs with serigASS ex- 
tafies, he never forgot the political purpofes, to which they might ferve. Hating 
monarchy, while a fubjeCt; defpifing liberty, while a citizen; tho’ he retained 
for a time all orders of men under a feeming obedience to the parliament ; he was 
fecretly paving the way, by artifice and courage, to his own unlimited authority. 

Tue Parliament, for fo we muft henceforth call a fmall and inconfiderable part 
of the houfe of commons, having murdered their Sovereign with fo many appear- 
ing cireumitances of folemnity and juftice, and fo much are violence and even 
fury: began to affume more the air of a civil, legal power, and to enlarge a little 
the narrow bottom, upon which they ftood. A few of the excluded and abfent 
members, fuch as were liable to leaft exception, they admitted; but on condition, 
that they fhould fign an approbation of whatever had been done in their abfence 
with regard to the King’s trial: And fome of them were willing to acquire a fhare 
of power on fuch terms: The greateft part difdained to lend their authority to 
fuch apparent ufurpations. They iffued fome writs for new elections, where they 
hoped to have intereft enough to bring in their own friends and dependants. They 
named a council of ftate to the nuiber of thirty eight, to whom all addrefies 
were made, who gave orders to all generals and sartiicaly. who executed the laws, 
and who digetted ‘all bufinefs before. it was introduced into Patliament.* ‘They 
pretended to employ themfelves entirely in adjufting the laws, forms, and me- 
thods of a new reprefentative; and fo foon as they fhould have fettled the nation, 

B 2 — 


* Their names were, the Earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, Salifbury , Lords Grey, Fai 
fax, Lord Grey of Groby, Lord Lifle, Rolles, St. John, Wilde, Bradthaw, Ghémwel, Skippon, 
Pickering, Maflam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane jun. Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Contitable, 
Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, Martin, Ludlow, Stap! leton, Heviningham, Wallop, Hutchinfon, 


Bond, Popham, Valentine, Walton, Scot, Purefoy, Jones. 
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they profefied their intention of reftoring the power to the people, from whom, 
they acknowledged, they had entirely derived it. 

Tue Commonwealth found every thing in England compofed into a feeming 
tranquillity by the terror of their arms. _ Foreign powers, occupied in wars among 
themfelves, had no leizure nor inclination to interpofe in the domeilic diffenfions 
of this ifland. The young king, poor and neglected, living fometimes in Hol- 
land, fometimes in France, fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf, amid{t his 
prefent diftreffes, with the profpect of better fortune. ‘The fituation alone of 
Scotland and Ireland gave any immediate inquietude to the new Republic. 

Arrer the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and Hamilton, and the ruin of their 
parties, the whole authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the 
rigid churchmen, that party which was moft averfe to the interefts of the. royal 
family. Their enmity, however, againft the independants, who had prevented 
the long wifhed for fettlement of Prefbyterian difcipline in England, carried them 
to embrace oppofite maxims in their politicalconduct. Tho’ invited by the Eng- 
lith Parliament to model their government into a republican form, they refolved 
{till to adhere to Monarchy, which had ever prevailed in their country, and which, 
by the exprefs terms of their Covenant, they were obliged to defend. They con- 
fidered befides, that as the property of the kingdomlay chiefly in the hands of 
great families, it would be difficult to eftablifh a Commonwealthy-er without fome 
chief magiftrate, invcfted with royal authority, to preferve peace or juftice in the 
community. ‘he execution therefore, of the king, againft which they had al- 
ways protefted, having occafioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately 
proclaimed his fon and fucceffor, Charles the fecond; but upon condition « of 
“¢ his good behaviour and ftri€& obfervance of the Covenant, and his entertaining no 


“© other perfons about.him but fuch as were godly men and faithful to that obliga- 
‘© tion.”  Thefe unufual claufes, inferted in'the very firft acknowlegement of 


their Prince, fufficiently fhewed their intention of limiting extremely his authority, 
And the Englifh Commonwealth, having no pretext to interpofe in the affairs of 
that kingdom, allowed the Scotch, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in 
fettling their government. | 

Lut dominion, which England claimed over Ireland, demanded more imme- 
diately their efforts for fubduing that country. In order to convey a jutt notion 
of Irifh affairs, it will be neceffary to look backwards fome years, and to relate 
briefly thofe tranfa€tions, which had paft during the memorable revolutions in 
England. When the late King agreed to that ceffation of arms with the Popith 
rebels, which was become fo requifite, as well for the fecurity of the Jrith Protef- 
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tants as for promoting his interefts in England, the Parliament, in order to blacken 
his conduct, reproached him with favoring that odious rebellion, and exclaimed 
loudly againft the terms of the ceffation. They even went fo far as to declare it 
entirely null and invalid, becaufe finifhed without their confent; and to this de- 
claration the Scotch in Ulfter, and the Earl of Inchiquin, a nobleman of great 
authority in Muntfter, profeffed to adhere. By their means, the war was {till kept 
alive; but as the dangerous diftractions in England hindered the Parliament from 
fending any confiderable affiftance to their allies in freland, Inchiquin entered into 
an accommodation with Ormond, whom the King had created Lord-Lieutenant’ 
of that kingdom. This latter nobleman, being a native of Ireland and a perfon 
endowed withrgreat. prudence and virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the dif- 
orders of his country, and for engaging the rebel Irifh to fupport the caufe of 
his royal mafter. There were many circumftances which ftrongly invited the 
Irith to embrace the king’s party. Tbe maxims of that Prince had always led 
him to give a reafonable indulgence to the Catholics thro’out all his dominions 5 
and one principal ground of that enmity, which the Puritans profefied againft him, 
was this tacite toleration. he parliament, even when ‘unprovoked, had ever 
menaced the Papifts with the moft-rig'd reftraint, if not a total extirpation; and 
immediately after the commencement of the Irifh rebellion, they put to fale the 
whole eftates of the rebels, and had engaged the public faith for transferring them 
to the adventurers, who had already advanced money uponthat condition. The 
fuccefs, therefore, which the arms of the Parliament met with at Nafeby, ftruck 
a juft terror into the Irifh; and engaged the council of Kilkenny, compofed of 
deputies from all the Catholic counties and cities, to conclude a peace with the 
Marquefs of Ormond.* They profeifed to return to their duty and allegiance, 
engaged to furnifh ten thoufand men for the fupport of the King’s authority in 
England, and were contented with ftipulating, in return, indemnity for their rebel- 
lion and toleration of their religion. 

Ormonp not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous and even neceffary to the 
Irifh, would be ftri€tly obferved, advanced with a {mall body of troops to Kil- 
kenny, in order to concert meafures for common defence with his new _ allies. 
The Pope had fent over to Ireland a nuncio, Kinuccini, an Italian ; and this man, 
whofe commiffion empowered him to direct the fpiritual concerns of the Irifh, 
was emboldened, by their ignorance and bigotry, to affume the chief authority 
in the civil government. Forefeeing that a general fubmifiion to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant would put an end to his own influence, he confpired with Owen Oneal, 
who commanded the native Jsifh in Ulfter, and who bore a great jealoufy to Pref- 
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ton; the General chiefly trufted: by the council of Kilkenny. By concert, thefe 
two malcontents fecretly drew forces together, and were ready to fall on Ormonds 
who remained in fecurity, trufting to the pacification fo lately concluded with the 
rebels. Iie received intelligence of their treachery, made his retreat with ereat 
celerity and conduct, and fheltered his {mall army in Dublin and the other forti- 
fied towns, which {till remained in the hands of the Proteftants. 

Tue nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, and ambition, was not contented with 
this violation of treaty. He fummeoned an aflembly of the clergy at. Waterford, 
and engaged them to declare againft that pacification; which the civil council had 
concluded with their lawful fovereign. He even thundered qut a fentence of ex- 
communication againft all thofe who fhould adhere to a peace, fo“prejudicial, as 
he pretended, to the Catholic religion; and the deluded Irifh, terriffed with his 
ipiritual menaces, ranged themfelves every where on his fide, and fubmitted to his 
authority. Without fcruple, he carried on war againft the Lord Lieutenant, and 
threatened with a fiege the Proteftant garrifons, which were, all of them, very ill 
provided for defence. 

Mranwuize, the unfortunate King was neceffitated to take fhelter in the Scotch 
army ; and being there reduced to"clofe.confinement, and fecluded from all cof 
merce with his friends, defpaired, that:his authority; oreven his liberty, would 
be reftored to him. He fent orders to Ormond, if he could not Gefend himfelf, 
rather to fubmit to the Englifh than the Irifh rebels; and accordingly the Lord 
Lieutenant, being reduced to the laft extremity, delivered up Dublin, Tredah, 
Dundalk, and other garrifons to Colonel Michael Jones, who took pofleffion of 
them in the name of the Englith Parliament.» Ormond’ himfelf went over to 
England, was admitted. to the King’s prefence, received a grateful acknowlege- 
ment for his paft fervices, and during fome time lived in tranquillity near Lon: 
don. But being banifhed, with the other Royalifts, to a-dittance: from that 
city, and feeing every event turn out unfortunately for his royal mafter, and 
threaten him with a cataftrophe ftill more direful, he thought proper to retire into 
France, where he joined the Queen and the Prince of Wales. 

Iw Ireland, during thefe tranfactions, the authority of the nuncio prevailed without 
control among all the Catholics ; and that Prelate, by his indifcretion and infolence 
foon made them repent of the power, with which they had intrufted him. Pru. 
dent men likewife were fenfible of the total deftru€tion, whi 


, uch was hanging over 
the. nation from the Englith Parliament, and faw no refource nor fafety but in 


Siving fupport to the declining authority of the Kings) The Earl of Clanricarde, 
ee c e . ; . al . 

a nobleman or very antient family, a pérfon too. of merit, who had ever 

preferved his loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin which threatened his country- 
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men, and was refolved, if poflible, to.preventit. - He fecretly formed a combi- 
nation among the Catholics; he entered into a correfpondence with a hiquin, 
who preferved great authority over the Proteftants in Munfter; he attacked the 
nuncio, whom he chaced out of the ifland; and he fent to Paris a etic: 
inviting the Lord Lieutenant to return and take poffeffion of his government. 

Oz monp on his arrival in Ireland found the kingdom divided into many factions, 
among whom either open war or fecret.enmity prevailed... The authority of the 

“nglifh Parliament was:eftablifhed in Dublin, and the other towns, which he him- 
felf had delivered into their hands. Oneale maintained his credit in Ulfter; and 
having entered inte a fecret correfpondence with the parliamentary Beneha Ms was 
more intent on {chemes for his own perfonal fafety than anxious for the preferva~ 
tion of his country or religion. The other: Irifh, divided between their clergy, 
who were averfe to Ormond, and their nobility, who were attached to him, were 
very uncertain in their motiens and feeble in their meafures. The Scotch in 
the North, enraged, as well as their other countrymen, againft the ufurpations of 
the Sectarian army, profeffed their adherence to the King ; but were {till hindered 
by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union with his Lieutenant. 
All thefe diftraéted councilsand contrary humors checked the progrefs of Ormond, 
and enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain their ground againit him, 
The Engtith army, while employed 1 in fubduing the revolted Royalifts, in reducing 
the Parliament to fubjection, in the trial, bbademiticion: and execution of their 
fovereign, totally neglected the fupply of Ireland, and allowed Jones and the forces 
in Dublin to remain in the utmoft weaknefs and neceffity. | But the Lieutenant, 
having at laft, with much difficulty, affembled an army of 16000 men, advanced 
upon the Englifh garrifons. Dundalk, where Monk commanded, was delivered 
up by the garrifon, who mutinied againft their governor. Tredah, Neury, and 
other forts were taken. Dublin was yihaeaened with a fiege ; and the affairs of the 
lieutenant appeared in fo profperous a condition, that the young King entertained 
thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland. 

Tue Englifh ftate being brought to fome tolerable appearance of fettlement, 
men began to caft their eyes towards the neighbouring ifland. During the conteft 
of the two parties, the government of Ireland had remained a great object of in- 
trigue; and the Prefbyterians endeavoured to obtain the lieutenaticy f for Waller, the 
Indepenidants for Lambert. After the execution of the King, Cromwel himfelf 
began to afpire to a command, where fo much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo 
much authority acquired. In his abfence, he took care to have his name propofed 
to the council of fate ; and both friends and enemies concurred immediately to vote 

him 
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him into that important office: The former fufpected, that the matter had not been 
propofed merely by chance, without his own concurrence ; the latter defired to re- 
move him to adiftance, and hoped, during his abfence, to gain the afcendant over 
Fairfax, whom he had fo long blinded by his hypocritical profeffions. Cromwel 
himfelf, when informed of his election, feigned furpriz2, and pretended at firft to 
hefitate with regard to the acceptance of the command. And Lambert, either 
deceived by his diffimulation, or, in his turn, feigning to be deceived, ftill conti- 
nued, notwithftanding this difappointment, his friendfhip and connexions with 
Cromwel. 

Tue new Lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with his wonted vigilance to 
make preparations for his expedition. Many difordersin England it behoved him 
previoufly to compofe. All. places were full of danger and inquietude. Tho’ 
men, aftonifhed with the fuccefies of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, 
fymptoms of the higheft difcontent every where appeared. The Englith, long 
accuftomed toa mild government, and unacquainted with diffimulation, could not 
conform their {peech and countenance to the prefent neceflity, or pretend attach- 
ment to a form of government, which they regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. 
It was requifite to change the magiftracy of London, and degrade, as well as punifh, 
the mayor and fome of the aldermen, before the proclamation for the abolition of 
Monarchy could be publifhed in the city. An engagement being framed to fupport 
the Commonwealth without King or Houfe of Peers, th: army were with fome diffi- 
culty brought to fubfcribe it; but tho’ it was impofed upon the reft of the nation 
under fevere penalties, no lefs than the putting all-refufzrs out of the protection of 
law; fuch obftinate reluctance was obferved in the people, that even the imperious 
Parliament were obliged to defift from it. The fpirit of Fanaticifm, by which that 
afiembly had at firft been ftrongly fupported, was nowturned, ina great meafure, 
againft them. The pulpits, being chiefly filled with ?refbyterians, or difguifed 
Royaliits, and having been long the fcene of news and politics, could by no penal- 
ties be re{trained from declarations, unfavourable to the eftablithed government, 
Numberlefs were the extrayagances, which broke ont among the people. Everard, 
a difbanded foldier, having preached that the time was now come when the com- 
munity of gocds would be renewed among Chriftian:, kd out his followers to take 
polieflion of the land; and being carried before the general, he refufed to falute 
him; becaufe he was but his fellow creature*. What feemed more dangerous : 
The army itfelf was infected with like humors+.. Tho’ the Levellers had for a 


| time 
* Whitlock. 
+ c rz ss +) rt ot a : e ° 5 . . yr? 
+ The following inftance of extravagance is given by Walker, in his Hiftory of Independancy, 
part Il. p. 152. About this time, there came fix foldiers into the parifh church of Walton upon 
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time ‘been fuppreffed'by the audacious fpirit of Cromwel, they fill continued to 
propagate their doctrines anong the private men and inferior officers, who pre- 
tended-a right to’be confuted, cas before, in the adminiftration of ‘the Common- 
wealth::, They now (practifd againit their officers the fame leffon, which they had 
been taught againtt the Paliament. They framedva remonftrance, anc fent five 
agitators to prefent it to the General‘and council of war : Thefe were cafhiered with 
ignominy: by fentence of :acourt- martial. |. One Lockier, ‘having carried his fedi- 
tion farther, was fentencecto death; but this punifhment was fo far from quelling 
the mutinous fpirit, that above a thoufand of his companions fhowed their ad- 
herence to him, by attending his'funeral, and wearing in their hats black and { 

ereén ribbons by way offaours. About fourthoufand afiembled at Burford under 
the commandof Thomfor, !a man. formerly :condemned for fedition by a court- 
martial, but pardoned by the -General.: Colonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fairfax 
and Cromwel, fell upon theniwhile ‘unprepared for defence, and feduced by 
the appearance of a:treaty). Four hundred were taken prifoners: Some of them 


e€a- 
y 


capitally punifhed:, ‘The reft pardoned : And this tumultuous fpirit, tho’ it 


Thames, near twilight; Mr. Farcet, the preacher there, not having till then ended his fermon.. One 
of the foldiers had a Janthorn i hs hand, anda candle burning in it, and in the other hand four candles 
not lighted. Pe defired the parihioners to flay a while, faying he had’a meflage from God unto them, 
and thereupon offered to go into the pulpit. But the people refufing to give him leave fo to do, or to 
ftay in the church, ‘He weat’intothe church-yard, and there told them, that he had a vifion wherein 
he had received a command from God, to deliver his will unto them, which he was to deliver, and they 
to receive upon pain of damnatin ;; confifting of five lights. (1). ‘¢ ‘That the fabbath. was abolifhed as 
‘© unneceflary, Jewith, and, merly ceremonial. . And here (quoth he).J fhould put out the firft lighr, 
«¢ but the wind is fo high I canitot kindle it. (2) That tythes are aboliflied as Jewifh and ceremonial, 
<< a oreat burthen'to the Saints of God, anda difcourasement of induftry and tillage. And here [| 
< fhould put out .my fecond light, &c. (3) That minifters are abolifhed as Antichriftian, and of no 
«© longer ule now Chrift himfelfdefcends into the hearts of his faints, and his fpirit enlighteneth them 
‘«¢ with revelations and infpiratyns. And here I fhould put out.my third light, &c. (4) Magittrates 
<¢ ate abolithed as ufelefs now thit Chrift himfelf is in purity amongft us, and hath erected the kingdom 
«of the faints upon earth. Befices they are tyrants, and: opprefiors of the liberty of the faints, and tye 
<<’ them to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions: And here Tfhould put out my fourth light, 
«€ &e,. (5) Then putting his lund into his pocket, and pulling out a little bible, he fhewed it open 
‘< to the people, faying, Here i a book you have in great-yeneration, confifting of two parts, the old 
«¢ and new Teftament: I muft tell you it is abolifhed ; it containeth beggarly rudiments, milk for 
‘« babes: But now Chrift is in glory amongft us, and imparts a farther meafure of his {pirit to his faints 
‘<-than this can afford.” Iam ‘ommanded to burn it before your face. Then putting out the candle 
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«* hefaid; andhere my f 
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that it was unworthy of a Chriftan man to pay rent to his fellow creatures ; and landlords were obliged 


to ufe all the penalties of law aganft their tenants, whofe conf{cience was {cru ulous. 
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ifth light is extinguifhed.” It, became a pretty common doétrine at that time, 
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ftill lurked in the army, and broke out from time.to.time, feemed-for. the prefent 
to be fupprefied. 


Prerivions framed in the fame fpirit of oppofition were prefented to the: parlia- 
ment by lieutenant-colonel Lilburn, the perfon who, for. difperfing leditious pamph- 
lets, had formerly been treated with fuch feverity. by. the Star Chamber. His liberty 
Was at this time as ill relifhed by the Parliament, and he was thrownminto prifon, 
as a promoter of fedition and diforder in the Commonwealth. The women ap- 
plied by petition for his releafe;, but were now defired to-mind their houfehold 
affairs, and leave the government of the ftate to the men. From all quarters; the 
Parliament were harraffed with petitions of a very free nature; which ftrongly {poke 
the fenfe of the nation, and proved how ardently all men longed for thereftoration 
of their laws and liberties, Even in a feaft, which the city: gave:to the Parlia- 
ment and Council of State, it was efteemed a requifite precaution, if we may credit 
Walker and Dugdale, to fwear all the cooks, that they would fetve nothing but 
wholefome food to them, Such perpetual terrors hang over tyranny and injuftice! 

Tue laws of high-treafon the Parliament.judged it neceffary:to enlarge beyond 
thofe narrow bounds, within. which they had been confined during the monarchy. 
They even comprehended verbal offences, 


nayintentions, tho’ fruftrated ; crimes, 
which few civilized ftates ever punifhed with fuch feverity.«Loafirm the prefent 
government to be an ufurpation, to. affert that the Parliament or council of ftate 


were-tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour the fubverting their authority or ftirring up 
{edition againft them ; thefe offences were declared to be high-treafon. The power 
of imprifonment, of which the petition of right had bereaved the King, it was 
now found requifite to reftore to the Council of State ; and all the jails of England 
were filled with men whom the jealoufies and fears of the ruling party had repre- 
fented as dangerous*. The taxes continued by the new government, and which, 
being unufual, were efteemed heavy, encreafed the general ill will under which it Ja- 
bored. Befides the cuftoms and excife, ninety thoufand poundsa month were levied 
on land for the fubfiftence of the army. The fequeftrations and compofitions of the 
Royalifts, the fale of the crown lands, and of the dean and chapter lands, tho? 
they yielded immenfe fums, were not fufficient to fupply the vat expences, and, 
as was fufpected, the great depredations, of the Parliament and of their creatures. 
Amrnst all thefe difficulties and difturbances, the {teddy mind of Cromwel, 
without confufion or embaraffinent, ftill purfued its purpofe. While he was col- 
lecting an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of England, he fent to Ireland, 
under Reynolds and Venables, a reinforcement of four thoufand horfe and foot, 
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in order to {trenothen Jones, andienable him to defend himfelf againft the marquefs 
of Ormond, :who lay at Finglafs and began to threaten Dublin, Inchiquin, with 
afeparate body, having taken Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarnell 
who ferved under Oneal, and to young Coot who commanded fome parliamentary 
forces. After he had joined his troops to the main army, with whom, for fome 
time, he remained united, Ormond pafied the river Liffy, and took poft at Rath- 
mines two miles from Dublin, with a view of commencing the fiege of that city. In 
order to cut off all farther fupply from Jones, ‘he had begun the reparation of an 
old fort, which lay at.the gates of Dublin; and being exhaufted with continua! 
fatigue for fome days, ‘he had retired to reft, after leaving orders to keep his forces 
under arms. ‘Heiwas fuddenly awaked with the noifeof firing ; and ftarting from 
his bed, faw every ‘thing already in tumult:and confufion, Jones, an excellent 
officer, formerly a lawyer, ‘had fallied out with the -reinforcement newly arrived ; 
and attacking the party employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, pur- 
fued the advantage, and fell in with the army, which had negleéted Ormond’s 
orders. Thefe he foon threw into diforder; put them to flight, in fpite of all the 
efforts of the Lord-Lieutenant; chacedithem off the field; feized all their tents, 


Chap. I. 
1649. 


bageace; ammiunitions~and returned victorious to Dublin, after killing three Siege of Dub- 


thoufand/men, and taking above two thoufand prifoners. 


Tus lofs, which threw fome’blemifh on the military character of Ormond, was 
irreparable to the royal caufe, ‘That numerous army, which, with fo much pains 
and difficulty, the Lieutenant had been collecting for more thana year, was diffipated 
in a moment.. Cromwel foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed 
with mighty fhouts and rejoicings. He-haftened immediately to Tredah. That 
town was well fortified; and Ormond had thrown into it a good garrifon of three 
thoufand men, under Sir Arthur Afton, an officer of reputation. He expected 
that Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would firft be attempted by 
Cromwel, and he was willing to employ the enemy fome time in that fiege, while 
he himfelf fhould repair his broken forces. But Cromwel knew the i importance 
of difpatch. Having made a breach, he ordered a general affault, Tho’ twice 
repulfed with great lofs, he renewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ireton, 
led.on hismen. All oppofition was overborne by the furious valour of the troops. 
The town-was taken fword in hand; and orders being iffued to give no quarter, a 
cruel flaughter was made‘ of the garrifon: Even a few, who were faved by the 
foldiers, fatiated with blood, were next day miferably butchered by orders from 
the General. . One perfon alone of tlie whole garrifon efcaped to be a meffenger of 
this wniverfal havoc and deftruction. 
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CROMWEL PrLiFuige ed. by this fevere execution to retaliatethe cruelty of the Trifh 
maflacre: But he well knew, that almoft the whole garrifon was Englifh ;.and his 
juftice was only a barbarcus policy, in orderto terrify all other garrifons from refift- 
ance. His policy; however, had the defired effect, Elaying led the army without 
delay to Wexford, he beg gan to batterthe town, The garrifon after a flight de- 
fence offered to capitulate; but before they. obtained a ceflation, they impradently r 
neglected their guards ; and the Englifh.army rufbed in upon them. The fame fe- 

verity was exercifed as at’ Tredah. 

Every town, before which Cromwel prefented himfelf, now opened its gates 
without refiftance. . Rofs, tho’ ftrongly garrifoned, was furrendered: by dord Tafe. 
Having taken -Eftionage.; Cromwel threw a bridge over the Barrow, and made 
him{elf matter of Paffa 2¢@ and Carric.':; Owen: Qneale fybmitted at difcretion, and 
foon afterwards died. "The Englifh had no. difficulties to encounter but. what arofe 
from fatigue and the advanced fala. Fluxes and contagious diftempers crept in 
among the foldiers; who perifhed in great numbers. ) Jones. himfelf, the brave 
governor of Dublin, died at Wexford. ; And Cromwel had fo:far advanced: with 
his decayed army, that he beganto find it difficult; either to fubGift in the enemies 
country, Of retreat to his own garrifons. “Butwhile he was :in thefe ftraits; Corke, 
Kinfale, and all the Englifh:gartifonsin Munfter 'defertéd>toshim, and opening 
their gates refolved to ae she fortunes.of their victorious. countrymen. 


Tus defertion of the Eneglith put an end entirely to Ormond’s authority, which 
was already much diminifhed by the misfortunes at Dublin, Tredah and Wexford. 
The Irifh, aCtuated by national and religious prejudices, could no longer be kept 
in obedience by a proteftant governor, who was .fo unfuccefsful in all his enter- 
prizes. The clergy renewed their excommunications again{t him and his adherents, 
and added the terrors of fuperftition to thofe aes from a victorious enemy. 
Cromwel having received a reinforcement from England, again took the field 
early in the fpring. After a fiege, he made himfelf mafter of Kilkenny, the only 
place where he met with any vigorous refiftance.,, The whole frame of the Irith 
union being in a manner diffolved, Ormond, foon after, left the ifland, and dele- 
gated his authority to.Clanricarde, who found affairs fo defperate as to admit of 
noremedy. The Irifh were. glad to embrace banifhmient as.a refuge. Above 


_40,000 men pafied into foreion fervice ; and Cromwel, pleafed to free the ifland 


from enemies, . who never, could be cordially reconciled to the Englih, gave them 
full liberty and leifure for their embarkation. 
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Warrt Cromwelbproceeded with fuch uninterrupted fuccefs in Ireland, whichsin 
the {pace of nine months he had almoft entirely fubdued, fortune was preparing for 
him a new fcene of victory and triumph in Scotland. Charles was at the Hague, 
when Sir Jofeph Douglas brought him intelligence, that he was proclaimea King by 
the Scots parliament. At the fame time, Douglas informed him of the hard con- 
ht 
arife’ from his being recognized fovereign in one of his kingdoms. © Charles too 
confidered, that thofe who pretended to-acknowlege his title, were at that very 
time in a€tual rebellion againft-his family, and would be fure to intruft very 
little authority into his hands, and {carcely would afford him perfonal liberty and 
fecurity. As the profpeét of affairs in Ireland was at that time very promifing, 
he intended rather to try his’ fortune in that kingdom, from which he expected 
more dutiful fubmiffion and obedience. ; 

Mzan whilé he found it expedient to depart from Holland. “The people in the 
United Provinces were much attached to his intereft. Befides his connexion with the 
family of Orange, which was extremely beloved by the populace, all men regarded 
with Com paffion his helplefs condition, and expreffed the oreateft abhorrence apainit 
the Murder of hisfathers-a deed, to which nothing they thought, but the utmott 
rage of Fanaticiim and faction’could have impelled the Parliament. - But tho’ the 
public in general bore a ‘great favour to the King, the States were‘uneafy at his pre- 
fence. ‘They dreaded the Parliament, fo formidable by their power, and fo pro- 
fperous in all their enterprizes. They apprehended the moft precipitant refolutions 
from men ‘of fuch violent and haughty difpofitions:’» And after the murder of Do- 
riflaus, they found it {till more requifite to fatisfy the Englifh Commonwealth, by 
removing the King ata diftance from them. 

Dorisiavs, tho’ a native of Holland, had lived Jong in England; and being 
employed as affiftant to the high court of juftice, which condemned the King, he 
had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling party. “Fhey fent him envoy into 
Holland ;“but no fooner’ had he arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon’ by 
fome royalifts; chiefly retainers to Montrofe.’ They rufhed into the room, where 
he was fitting with fome company ; drage’d him from the table; put him to death 
as the firft viétim to their murder’d fovereign; very leifurely and peaceably fepa- 
rated; and’ tho’ orders were iffued by the magiftrates to arreft them, thefe were 


? 


‘executed with fuch flownefs’ and’ reluctance; that the criminals had, all of then, 


opportunity to make their efeape. : 
CyHarwes, having pafs’d fome time at Paris, where no afiftance was piven hint, 
and even few civilities were paid him, made his retreat into Jerfey, where his au- 
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Chap. I. thority was ftill acknowleged. -Winram, laird of Liberton, came-to him as deputy 
P from the committee of eftates in Scotland, and informed hin of.the conditions, to 
which he muft neceffarily fubmit before he could be admitted tothe exercife of his 
authority. Conditions more fevere, were never impofed by fubjeéts upon. their 
fovereign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began extremely to decline, and the King 
found it no longer fafe to venture himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to 
Winram, and defired commiffioners to meet him at Breda, in order to enter into 


I 5°. 


a treaty with regard to thefe conditions. 
Covenanters. 


tured their lives for his family; that no Englith fubjec&t, who 


Tue earls of Caffilis and Lothian, the lord Burley, the laird of Liberton and 
other commiffioners arrived at Breda; but without any power of treating : the King 
muft fubmit without referve to the terms:impofed upon him; The terms were, 
That he fhould iffue a proclamation, ‘banifhing from court. all excommunicated 
perions, that is, all thofe, who either under Hamilton or Montrofe, had. ven- 
had_ferved- 
againft the Parliament, fhould be allowed to approach him; that he fhould bind 
himfelf by his royal promife to take the covenant; that he fhould ratify all acts 
of Parliament, by which Prefbyterian government, the directory of worfhip, con- 


feffion of faith andcatechifm were enjoineds and that in civil affairs he fhould govern 
himfelf entirely according to the direction of Parliamenty»and in ecclefiaftical..ac- 


cording to that of the aflembly. _Thefe:propofals, the commiffioners, 


after. pafling 


fome time in fermons and prayers, inorder to.exprefs the more determined refolu- 


tion, very folemnly delivered to the King. 


Tue King’s friends were extremely divided with regard to the part, which-he 
fhould ac in this critical conjun@ure. Mott of his Englith counfellors-diffuaded 


him from accepting conditions, {0 difadvantageous and-difhonourable,. T 
that the men, who now governed.Scotland, were the mott furious and bi 


hey faid, 
gotted of 


that party, which, notwithitanding his gentle government, had firit excited a.re- 
bellion againft the late King ; after the :moft unlimited conceffions, ,had renewed 
their rebellion, and ftopt the progrefs of his vidtories 3 and after he had entrufted 
his perfon with themin his uttermoft diftrels, had bafely fold him, together with their 
own honour, to his barbarous enemies + That they had.as yet fhown no marksof re- 
pentance, and eveninthe terms, which they now propofed, dif played the fameantimo- 
narchical principles, and the fame jealoufy of their Sovereign, by which they had ever 


been actuated: That nothing could be more difhonoura 
his firft enterprize, fhould facrifice, 
Principles, for which his father had di 


ble, than thatthe King, in 
merely for the empty name.of royalty, thofe 
eda martyr, and in which he himfelf had been 


itricly educated : That by this hypocrify he might lofe the Royalifts, who alone 


were 
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were fincerely attached to him 5 but never would gain the prefbyterians, who were 
averle to’ his family and his:caufe, and would afcribe his compliance merely to po- 
licy and neceffity : That the Scots had refufed to give him any afiurances of their 
intending ‘to reftore him to the throne of England ; and could they even be engaged 
to make {uch an attempt, it had fufficiently appeared, by the event of Hamilton’s 
cogagement,: how unequal their force was to fo great an enterprize: That on the 
firft check, which they fhould receive, Argyle and his partizans: would lay hold of 
thequickeftexpedientfor reconciling themfelves to the Englifh parliament,and would 
betray the King, as they had done his-father, into the hands of his enemies: And 
that, however defperate the royal caufe, no maxims of prudence could juftify him 
in facrificing his-honour for no other purchafe than to endanger his life or liberty; 


Tue Earl of Laneric, now Duke of Hamilton, the Ear] of Lauderdale, and 
othets of that-party, who had been banifhed their country for the late» engage- 
ment, were then with the King; and being defirous of returning homerin-his: re- 
tinue, they joined the opinion of the young Duke of Buckingham,.and very, ear- 
neftly. prefled him to. accept the conditions required of him. Tt was urged, : that 
nothing would.more gratify the King’s.enemies than to fee him fall into the fnare 
laid for him, and. by foferuptlous a nicety leave the pofleffion of his dominions 
to thofe who défired but a pretext.for excluding him: That Argyle, not daring 
fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation as-to throw-off all allegiance to his fovereicn, 
had embraced this expedient, by which he hoped to make Charles dethrone him. 
felf, and refufe.a kingdom, which was offered him: That it was not to bedoubted 
but the fame national fpirit, affitted by Hamilton and his party, would {till rife 
higher in favour of their Prince after he ‘had intrufted himfelf to their fidelity, and 
would much relax the rigor of thofe conditions, now impofed upon him : That 
whatever might be the prefent intentions of'the ruling party, they muft unavoi- 
dably be engaged ina war with England, and muft accept the affiftance of the 
King’s friends of all_parties, in order to fupport themfelves again{t a power, fo 
much fuperior : That however a fteddy, uniform conduét might have been fuitable 
to. the advanced age and {triét engagements of the late King, no one would throw 
any blame on.a young Prince for complying with conditions, which neceflity had 
extorted from him: That even the rigour of thofe principles, profeffed by his fa- 
ther, tho’ with fome it had exalted his character, had been extremely prejudicial 
to his.intereft; nor could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe than. to 
give all parties room:to hope for more equal and more indulgentimaxims of go- 
vernment: And that where affairs were reduced to fo defperate a condition, dan- 
gers ought little to be regarded, and the King’s honour Jay rather in fhowing fome 
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o = 
early f lymptoms of courage ‘anc d activity than in deterniining ftrictly arhosg theo 
logical contreverfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he was, as yet, very 


little acquainted. 

Tuesr arguments, feconded by the advice ofthe» Queen and the Prince of 
Orange, the King’s brother in law, who both of them efteemed it ridiculous to 
refufea kingdom, merely :from regard to epifcopacy, had great influence on 
Charles. . But what chiefly id‘thininted him ‘to comply was the account brought 
him of the fate. of Montrofe, .who, with all the circumftances of rage and con- 
tumely, had: been put to death by his zealous countrymen. Tho’ in this inftance 

the King faw more evidently the furious fpirit, by which the Scotch were actuated, 
he had now no farther reffource, and was obliged to grant whatever was demanded 
of him. 

Montrosz,° having laid down his arms at the command’ of the late King, had 
retired into France, and, contrary to his natural difpofition, lived for fome time 
inactive'at Paris. He there became acquainted with the famous Cardinal de Retz ; 
and that penetrating judge celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe heroes, 
of: whom there are no longer any temains in the world, and who are only to‘be 
met with in Plutarch. Defirous of improving-his martial genius, he took a 
journey to Germany, was extremely carefled by the Emperor, “received the’ tank 
of Marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment for the Imperial fervice. While 
employed for that purpofe in the Low Countries, he heard of the tragical death of 
the King ;-and at the fame time‘received from his young: mafter.a renewal of his 
commiffion of Captain General in Scotland*. His ardent and daring fpirit neéded 
but this authority to:put him.in action. - In Holland and the north of Germany 
he gathered followers, whom his great reputation allured to him. The King of 
Denmark and:Duke of Holftein fent him fome -{mall..fupplies of money : “The 
Queen of Sweden furnifhed him with arms: The Prince of Orange with fhips : 
And Montrofe, haftening his enterprize, left the King’s agreement with the Scotch 
fhould make him revoke his commifficn, fet out for the Orkneys with about 
500 men, moft of them Germans. ‘Thefe were all the preparations, which he 
could make again{t a kingdom, fettled in domeftic peace, fupported by a dif- 
ciplined army, fully apprized of his enterprize, and prepared againft him. Some 
of his retainers having told him of a prophefy that to bim and him alone it was re- 
ferved to reftore the King’s authority in all his dominions ,he lent a willing ear to 
fuggeftions, which, however ill grounded or improbable, were fo conformable to 
his own magnanimous difpofition. : 
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is 
armed and carried over with him to Caithnefs hoping, that the general affection 
to the King’s fervice and the fame of his former exploits, would make the moun- 


SevERAL Of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, tho’ an unwarlike people, he 


siv\/ 


taniers flock to his ftandard. . But all men were now harraffed and fatigued with 
wars and diforders: Many of thofe, who formerly adhered to. him, had been {e- 
verely punifhed by the covenanters: And no profpect of fuccefs was entertained in 
Oppofition to fo great a force as was drawn together againft him. But however 
weak Montrofe’s army, the memory of paft events ftruck a great terror into the 
committee of eftates. They immediately ordered Lefly and Holborne to march 
again{l him with an-army of 4000 men. Strahan was fent before with a body 
of cavalry to check his progrefs, He fell unexpectedly on Montrofe, who had 
no horfe to bring him intelligence. The royalifts were put to flight; all of them 
either killed or taken prifoners; and Montrofe himfelf, having put on the difguife 


of a peafant, was, by a friend, whom he trufted, perfidioufly delivered into the?“ 


hands of his enemies. 


Aut the infolence, which fuccefs can produce in ungenerous minds, was exer- 
cifed by the covenanters againft Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much 
dreaded. Theological antipathy farther encreafed their indignities towards a per- 
fon, whom they regarded as execrable on account of the excommunication, which 
had been pronounced againft him. Lefley led him about for feveral days in the 
{fame low habit, under which he had difeurfed himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he 
pafled, were inftigated, tho’ fometimes with- relu€tance, to reproach and vilify 
him. When. he came to Edinburgh, every circumftance of elaborate race and 
infult was put in praétice by order of the Parliament. At the eaftern gate of the 
city, he was met by the magiftrates, and put into a new cart, purpofely made 
with a high chair or bench, where he was placed, that the people might have a 
full view of him. He was bound with a cord, drawn over his breaft and fhoul- 
ders, and faftened thro’ holes made ia the cart. When in this pofture, the hang- 
man took off the hat of the noble prifoner, and rode himfelf before the cart in his 
livery and with his bonnet on; the other officers, who were taken prifoners with 
the Marquefs, walking two.and two before them. 

THe populace, more generous'and humane, when they faw fo mighty a change 
of fortune in this great man, fo lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the 
magiftrates, afew years. before, had on their knees delivered. the keys of the city, 
were ftruck with compaffion, and viewed him with filenttears andadmiration. The 
preachers, next Sunday, exclaimed. againft thefe movements of rebel nature, as 
they exprefied it; and reproached the people with their profane tendernefs towards 
this capital enemy of all piety and religion. 

Vor. Il, D Montrose 
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Montrose himfeif, tho’ paffionately fond of true glory, knew to def fpife unme- 
tited ignominy, and wherever he was catried, scectvad with manly fcorn and in- 
difference the infults of his enemies: Their ignoble behaviour he confdered as 
fufficient vengeance for all their injuries. In the road, he had _pafied by the Si 
of Southefk’s 5 his father in law, and was allowed to fee his children, who 
lived there : Not even the tendernefs of this laft adieu could difturb the even tenor 
of his heroic mind, or extort a complaint againft the injuftice of men or the 
cruelty of fortune. 

Wuewn he was carried before the Parliament, which was then fitting, Loudon, 

the c Scalia in.a violent declamation, reproached him with the breach of Hie 
national covenant, which he had fubfcribed ; his rebellion againft God, the King, 
and the Kingdom ; and the many horrible murders, treafons, and impieties, for 
which he was now to be brought to condign punifhment. Montrofe in his anfwer 
maintained the fame fuperiority above his enemies, to which, by his fame and great 
actions, as well as by the confcience of a good caufe, he was juftly entitled. He told 
the Parliament, that fince the King, as he was informed, had-fo far avowed their 
authority as to enter into treaty with them, he now piseared uncovered before 
their tribunal ; a refpect, which, while*they {tood in open defiance to:their fove- 
reign, they would in vain have required of him. ‘Phat he acknowledged with in- 
finite fhame and remorfe the errors of his early conduct, when their plaufible pre-~ 
tences had feduced him to tread with them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms 
againft his Prince and Country. ‘That his following fervices, he hoped, had fuffi- 
ciently teftified his repentance, and his death would now attone for that guilt, the 
only one with which he could juftly reproach himfelf. T’hat in all his warlike en- 
terprizes he was warranted by that commiffion, which he had’ received from his 
and their mafter, againft whofe lawful authority they had erected their ftandard. 
That to venture his life for his fovereign was the leaft part of his merit: He had 
even thrown down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of the King 3 
and had refigned to them the victory, which, in defiance of all their efforts, he 
was {till enabled to difpute with them. That no blood had ever been fhed by him 
but in the field of battle; and many perfons were now in his eye, many now dared 
to pronounce fentence of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of 
war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers, That he was forry to 
find no better teftimony of their return to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful 
a fubjeét, in whofe death the King’s commiffion muft be at once fo highly Injured 
and affronted. ses as to himfelf they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and de- 
grave him by all their ftudied indignities: The juftice of his caufe, he knew, 
would 


2 
“a 










THE COMMONWEALTH. 19 


would enoble any fortune; nor had he other affliction than to fee the auth she wi Chap. I. 


his Prince, with which he was invefted, treated with fomuch ignominy. And that 
he now joyfully 1 followed, by a like unjuft fentence, his late fovereign ; and fhould 
be happy, if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame blifsful man 
fions, where his piety and humane virtues had already, without doubt, fecured him 
an eternal recompence. > 
Mownrrose’s fentence was next pronounced againft him, ‘* That he, James 
« Graham” (for this was the only name they vouchfafed him) ** fhould next day 
** be carried to Edinburgh Crofs, and there be hanged on a gibbet, thirty foor 


‘* high, for the fpace of three hours: Then be taken down, his head be cut off 


‘© upon a fcaffold, and affixed to the prifon: Hi lees and arms be ftuck up 
‘“< on the four chief towns of the kingdom: His body be buried in the place ap- 
‘* propriated for common malefactors ; except the church, upon his repentance, 
‘*¢ fhould take off his excommunication.’ 

Tue clergy, hoping, that the terrors af immediate death had now given them 
an advantage over their enemy, flocked: about him, and infulted over his fallen 
fortunes. They pronounced his damnation, and affured him, that the judgement 
which he was fo foon to lufer, would prove but an eafy prologue to that which he 
muft undergo hereafter. “hey next offered to pray with him: But he was too 
well acquainted with thofe forms of imprecation, which they called prayers, 

Lord vouchfafe yet to touch the obdurate heart of this proud incorrigible fin- 
‘¢ ner; this wicked, perjured,.traiterous, and profane perfon, who refufes to 

hearken to the voice of thy church.” Such were the petitions, which he 
expected. they would; according to cuftom, offer up for him. He told them, 
that they were a miferable deluded and deluding people ; and would thortly bn ing 
their country under the moft infupportable Sebetientes to which any nation had ever 
been reduced. ‘* For my part,” added he, ** I am much prouder to have my 
‘¢ head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to ftand, than to have my picture 
‘¢ hang in the King’s bed-chamber. So far from being forry, that my legs and 
‘¢ arms are to be fent to four cities of the kingdom ; | wifh I had limbs enough to 
‘«* be difperfed into all the cities of Chriftendom, there to remain as teftimonies 
<* in favour of the’caule, for which I fuffer.” This fentiment, that very evening, 
while in prifon, he threw into verfe. The poem remains; a fignal monument of 
his heroic fpirit, and no defpicable proof of his poetical genius. 
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Now was led forth, amidft the infults of his enemics and the tears of the people, 


the man of the moft illuftrious birth and greateft renown of the nation, to fuffer, 


for his adherence to the laws of his country and the rights of his fovereign, the 
D 2 ignominious 
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ignominious death deftined to the meaneft malefactor. Every attempt, which the 
infolence of the governing party had made to fubdue his gallant {pirit, had bithersa 
proved fruitlefs: They made yet one effort more, in this lat and melancholy f 
when all enmity, arifing from motives merely human, is commonly fofter 
difarmed, The executioner brought that book, which had been publithed 

gant Latin of his truly heroic actions, and tied it by a cord about his neck 

trofe, fmiled at this new inftance of their malice. He thanked them, h 

for their officious zeal; and faid, that he bore this teftimony of his brav 

loyalty with more pride than he had ever worne the garter. Having afked, \ 
ther they had any more indignities to put upon him, and renewing fome devout 
ejaculations, he patiently endured the Jaft act of the executioner. 

Tvs perithed in the thirty eighth year of his age, the gallant marquefs of Mon- 
trofe ; the man whofe military genius, both by valour and conduét, had fhone forth 
beyond any, which, during thefe civil diforders, had appeared in the three king- 
doms. The finer arts too, im his youth, he had fuccefsfully cultivated; and 
whatever was fublime, elegant, or noble touched his great foul. Nor was he 
infenfible to the pleafures either, of fociety or of love, Something, however, of 
the vaft and unbounded characterized his whole ations and deportment ; and it was 
merely by an heroic effort of duty, that he brought his mind, impatient of fupe- 
riority and even of equality, to pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will of his 
fovereign. . 

THE vengeance of the covenanters was not fatished with Montrofe’s execution: 
Urrey, whofe inconftancy now led him to take part with the King, fuffered about 
the fame time: Spotifwood of Daerfic, a youth of eighteen, Sir Francis Hay of 
Dalgetie, and colonel Sibbald, all of them men of birth and character, under- 
went a like fate. Thefe were taken prifoners. with Montrofe. - The Mar- 


quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had fallen a victim to the feverity of 
covenanters, 


Tue paft feene difplays in a full light the barbarit 
The fequel will fufficiently difcover their-abfardities. 
things produce the worft ; and no wondet. that the 
others be the moft odious and ridiculous. In order to convey a juft notion of the 
genius of age, we are obliged fometimes in our narration to make ufe of the fame 
Cant and expreffion, which was then fo prevalent. 

Tue King, in confequence of his agreement with the Scotc 
fail for Scotland; and being efcorted by. feven Dutcl 
to guard the herring fithery, he arrived in the firt! 
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fuffered to land, he was required to fign the covenant ; and many fermons and lec- 
tures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere in that holy confederacy*. Ha- 
milton, Lauderdale, Dumfermling, and other noblemen of that faction whom they 
called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him, and obliged to retire to 
their houfes, where they lived in a private manner, without truft or authority. 
None of his Englifh friends, who had ferved his father, were allowed to remain in 
the kingdom. The King himfelf found, that he was confidered as a mere pageant 
of ftate, and that the few remains of royalty, which he poffefied, ferved only to pro- 
voke the greater indignities, One of the quarters of Montrofe, his faithful fervants 
who had borne his commiffion, he found hanging at Aberdeen. + The general 
affembly, and afterwards the committee of eftates and the army, who were entirely 
governed by the affembly, fet forth a public declaration, where they protefted, 
«¢ that they did not efpoufe any malignant quarrel or party, but fought merely on 
‘¢ their former grounds or principles 5 that they difclaimed all the fins and guilt of 
‘© the King and of his houfe ; nor would they own him or his intereft, otherwife 
‘© than with a fubordination to God, and. {fo far as he owned and profecutéd the 
‘* caufe of God, and acknowleged the fins of his houfe and of his former wayst’’. 
Tue King, lying éntirely at mercy, and having no affurance of liberty or life, 
farther than was agreeable to the fancy of thefe auftere zealots, was conftrained to 
embrace a meafure, which nothing but the neceffity of his affairs and his great youth 
and inexperience could excufe. He iflueda declaration, fuch as they required of 
him §; He there gave thanks for the merciful difpenfations of providence, by 
which he was recovered out of the {nare of evil councils, had attained a full per- 
fuafion of the righteoufnefs. of the covenant, and was induced to caft himfelf and 
his intereft wholly upon God. He defired to be deeply humbled and afflicted in 
fpirit, becaule of his father’s following evil council, oppofing the covenant and the 
work of reformation, and fhedding the blood of God’s people thro’ all his domi- 
nions. He lamented the idolatry of his mother and the toleration of it in his fa- 
ther’s houfe;. a matter of great offence, he faid, to all the proteftant churches, 
anda great provocation to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins. of the father 
upon the children. He profeffed, that he would have no enemies but the enemies 
of the covenant; and that he detefted all popery, fuperftition, prelacy, herefy, 
{chifm, and profanenefs; and was refolved not to tolerate, much’ lefs to-counte- 
nance any of them in any of his dominions; . He declared, that hé would: néver 
love nor favour any who have fo little confcience as'to follow his interefts, in pre- 
ference 
* Sir Edward Walker’s Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 159. + Id, p. 160, 
tid. p, 166, 167, § Id. p.-170. 
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neceflity {ubmit. They had another trial prepared for him. Inftead of the folem- 


nity of his coronation, which was delayed, they were refolved, that he fhould pafs 


thro’ a public humiliation, anl‘do penancebefore the whole people. ‘hey fent him 
twelve articles of repentance, which he was to acknowlegé; and the Kinz had 
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agreed, that he would fubmicto this indignity. 


rr. 


he’ various tranfereffions of his 
jather and gtandfather, together with the idolatry of his mother, are again enumerat- 
ht the reftitution of his nghts, for the fole advancement of religion, and in 
{ibordination to the kingdom of Chrift*, In fhort, having exalted the altar above 
the throne, and brought royalty under their feet; the clergy were refolved to trample 
on it and vilify it, by every inftance of contumely, which their prefent influence 
enabled them to impofe upon their unhappy prince. 

CuarxLes inthe mean timefound his authority entirely annihilated, as wellas his 
character degraded. He wasconfulted in-no public meafure. He was not called 
to afiift at any councils. His choice was fufficient to difcredit any pretender to office 
or advancement. All efforts, which. he made to unite the oppolite parties, en- 
creafed the fufpicion, which the covenanters had entertained of him, as if he was 
not entirely their own. Argyle, who by fubtilties and compliances, partly led and 
partly was governed by this wild faction, {till turned a deaf ear to all advances 
which the King made to enter into confidence with him.  Malignants and Engagers 
continued to be the objects of general hatred and perfecution ; and whoever was 
difagreeable to the clergy failed not to have one of thefe epithets affixed to him. 
The fanaticifm, which prevailed, being fo full of four and angry principles, and 
fo overcharged with various antipathies, had acquired a new object of abhorrence - 
Thefe were the Sorcerers. Soprevalent was the opinion of witchcraft, that oreat 
numbers, accufed of that crime, were burnt by fentence of the magiftrates thro’ 
all parts of Scotland. Ina \illage near Berwic, which contained only fourteen 
houfes, fourteen perfons were ounifhed with firef; and it became a {cience every 
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where much, {tudied and:cultivated, to diftinguifh a true witch by proper trials and 
fymptoms*, 

Tue advance of the Enelifh army under Cromwel was not able to appeafe or 
foften the animofities among the Scotch parties. The clergy were {till refolute to 
exclude all but their moft zealous adherents. As foonas the Englifh Parliament 
found that the treaty between the King and the Scotch would probably terminate in 
an accommodation, they made preparations fora war, which, they faw, would, 


in the end, prove inevitable. Cromwel having broke the force and courage of 


the Irifh,--was- fent for; and he left the command of Ireland to Ireton, who go- 
verned that kingdom in the character of deputy, and with great vigilance and in- 
duftry perfevered in the work of fubduing and expelling the natives. 

Ir was expected; that Fairfax, who ftill retained the name of General, would 
continue to act againft Scotland, and appear at the head of the armies ; a ftation 
for.-which he.was well qualified, and where alone he made any figure. But Fairfax 
tho’ he had allowed the army to make ufe of his name in murdering their Sove- 
reign and offering violence to the Parliament, had entertained unfurmountable fcru- 
ples again{t invading ‘the Scotch, whom he confidered as zealous Prefbyterians, and 
united to England-by the facred:bands of the covenant. “He was farther difoufted 


at the extremities into which he had already been hurried ; and was confirmed in 


his refolution by the exhortations of his wife, who had great influence over him; 
and was herfelf much governed by the prefbyterian clergy. “A° committee of 
Parliament was fent to reafon with him ; and Cromwel was one of the number. 
In vain did they urge, that the Scotch had firft broke the covenant by their inva- 


fion of England under Hamilton ;-and that they would furely renew their hoftile’ 


attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous meafures of the Commonwealth. Crom- 
wel, who knew the rigid inflexibility of Fairfax, in every thing, which he regarded 
as matter of principle, ventured tofolicit him with the utmoft earneftnefs ; and he 
went fo far as.to fhed tears of grief and vexation on this occafion. _ No one could 
fufpest any ambition in the man, who laboured fo zealoufly to retain his general in 


™~ 


that high office, which, he knew, he himfelf was alone entitled to fill. ‘The fame 
warmth of temper, which made Cromwel a moft frantic enthufiaft, rendered him 
the moft dangerous of hypocrites ; and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to 
his courage and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuccefles. By tl 
cious ferment of his zeal, he engaged every one to co-operate with him indis mea- 
fures; andentering eafily and affetionately into every part, which he was difpofed 
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to act, he was enabled, even after multiplied deceits, to cover, under a tempeft of 
paffion, all his crooked fchemes and profound artifices. 

Fairrax having refigned his commiffion, it was beftowed on Cromwel, who 
was declared captain-general of all the forces in England. This command, in a 
Commonwealih, which ftood entirely by arms, was of the utmoft importance ; 
and was the chief {tep, which this ambitious politician had yet made towards fove- 
reign power. He immediately marched his forces, and entered Scotland with an 
army of 16000. men. 

Tur command of the Scotch army was given to Lefley, a good officer, who 
formed avery proper plan for defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified 
camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to remove from the counties of 
Merfe and the Lothians every thing which could ferveto fupport the Enelith army, 
Cromwel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavoured; by every expedient, to 
bring Lefley toa battle: The prudent Scotchman knew, that, tho’ fuperior in 
numbers, his army.was much inferior in difcipline and experience to the Englith ; 
and he kept: himéelf carefully within his entrenchments. By ikirmifhes and fmall 
encounters he tried to confirm the fpirits of his foldiers ; and he was fuccefsful in 
thefe enterprizes. His army encreafed.daily both in numbers and courage. The 
King came to the camp ; and having exerted himfelfin an action, gained extremely 
on the affections of the foldiery, who were more defirous of ferving under a young 
prince of {pirit and vivacity than under a commiittee of talking. gownmen. The 
clergy were alarmed. They ordered the King immediately: to. leave the canip. 
They alfo purged. it carefully. of about 4000 Mahgnants and Engagers, whofe zeal 
had led them to attend the King, and who were the foldiers of chief credit and ex- 
perience in the nation*, They. then concluded, tl 
pofed entirely of faints, and could-not be beaten. T] 
only againit their prudent General, but. alfo again{t the: Lord, on account. of his 
delays in giving them deliverancet; and they. plainly. told him, that,. if:he. would 
not fave them from the Englith fectaries, he fhould no longer: be. their, God t. An 
advantage. having offered itfelf on a Sunday, they. hindered the General from 


making ufe of it, left he fthould involve the nation in the guilt. of fabbath- 
breaking, 


tat they had an.army com- 
x€y murmured extremely, not 


Cromwex found himéelf in a very bad fituation. He had no provifions-but 
what he received by fea. Hehad not had the precaution to bring thefe.in. fufiicient 
quantities; and his army was. reduced to difficulties, He: retired to Dunbar, 
Lefley 


* Sir Ed. Walker, p. 16s. + Id. p. 168, + Whitlocke, p. 440. 
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‘Lefley followed him andencamped on the heights of Lammermure, which overlook . Chap: 1: 
te “ yO 
that town. There lay many difficult paffes betwixt Dunbar and Berwic, and of 

thefe Lefley had taken Pepiese The Englith general was brought to extremity, 

Fie had even entertained a refolution of fending by fea all his foot and artillery to 

England, and at breaking nee , at all hazards, with his cavalry. ‘The madnefs 

al the Scotch ecclefiattics faved him from this lofs and difhonour, 


Nicut and day the minifters had been wrefl wg 9 with the L.ordin prayer, as the; 


4 


termed it; and they fancied, that they had at laft obtained the victory. Revelations, 

they faid, were made them, that the fectarian ni ee retical army, together withw A cap, 
meaning Cromwel, was delivered into their hands Uy; pon ae fi th of thefe ey Battle of 
they forced their general, in {pite of all his re AER sag to defcend into the plain, Dunbar. 
with a view of attacking the Einglith in their retreat. ae el, looking thro’ a 
perfpective glafs, faw the Scotch camp in motion ; and foretold, without the help 

of revelations, that the Lord had delivered his enemies into 4is hands. He gave 

orders immediately for an attack. In this battle it was eafil y obferved, that nothing, 

in military actions, can fupply the place of difcipline and experience; and that, in 3d of Septem- 
the prefence of real danger, where men are not accultomed to it, the fumes of en- sis 

thufiaim prefently diflipate, and lofe their influence, The Scotch, tho’ setible. i in 
number to the Englifh, were foon put to flight, and puri ued with great flauchte 


a 
17 


The chief, if not only refiftance was made by one regiment of (Het inders, that 
part of the army which was the leaft infected with cnibatas {m. No victory could 
be more compleat than this obtained by Cromwel. About 3000 men were flain 
and gooo taken prifoners. Cromwel purfued his advantage, and took poffleffio 
of Edinburgh and Leith. ‘The remnants of the Scotch army fled to Sterling. The 
approach of the winter feafon, and an ague, which feized Cromwel, kept him from 
pufhing the victory any farther. 

Tue clergy made great lamentations, and told the Lord; that it was little to 
them to facrifice their lives and eftates, but to him it was a great lofs to fuffer 
his elect and chofen to be deftroyed *. They publifhed a declaration, containing 
the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifitations they afcribed to the manifold 
provocations of the king’s houfe, of which, ,they feared, he had not yet tho- 
rowly repented ; the Super intrufion of malignants into the King’s family and even 
into the camp; the leaving of a moft aie and profane guard of horfe, who, 
being fent for to be purged, came two days before the defeat, and were allowed 
to fight in the army; the owning of the King’s quarrel by many without fu bordi- 
nation to religion and liberty ; and the carnal felf-feeking of fome, together wit! 
the neglect of family prayers in others. 

Vou. II. E CROMWEL 

* Sir Edward Waiker, 











SE ee 
=: 


$4 II 


~ = 22s eee 
aes a 


= -_———— _ ~ a once > >= A OE RO te ow —~ = oumenis - —= = 2 . —— === = . ——— é 
= ee a — . - —— = maaan nin et . = = 
+. =e, Oe = ret ms + - =. res aes 3S = = oS — = a — _ —— Be ¥ 
Poet ten Rt Ot Bee AR eee — = a = iiveraeiioainel aa een ne ——— ——- = ——S eS ——————— ——— = ae =. = => =: ee 
SSS Se =— SSS SS = = SS SSS = === = SS: — ———— —___ = —— oa — ———— = = =Ss= SS = 


1651. 


1ft of} anuary. 


ai 


HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Cromwex having been fo fuccefsful in the war of the fword, took up the per 
againft the Scotch ecclefiaftics. He wrote them fome polemical letters, in which he 
maintained the chief points of the independent theology. He took care likewife 
to retort on them their favorite argument of providence, and afked them whether 
the Lord had not declared againft them, But the minifters thought, that the fame 
events, which to their enemies were judgements, to them were but trials; and they 
replied, that the Lord had only hid his face, for atime, from Jacob. But Crom- 
wel infifted, that the appeal had been made to God in the moft exprefs and folemn 
manner, and that in the fields of Dunbar an irrevocable decifion had been awarded 


in favour of the Englifh army *. 


_ Tue defeat of the Scotch was regarded by the King as a very fortunate event, 
The armies, which fought on both fides, were almoft equally his enemies ; and the 
vanquifhed were now obliged to give him fome more authority, and apply to him 
for fupport. The Parliament were fummoned to meet at St. Johnftone. Hamilton, 
Lauderdale, and all the Engagers were admitted into court and camp, On condition 
of doing public pennance, “and exprefiing repentance for their late tranfereffions. 
Some Malignants alfo crept in under various pretexts. Ihe intended humiliation or 
pennance of the King was changed into the ceremony of his coronat.on, which 
with great pomp and magnificence was performed at Scone. But amidft all this 
appearance of refpe¢t, Charles remained in the hands of the moft rigid Covenanters : 
and tho’ treated with civility and courtefy by Argyle, a man of parts and addrefs, 
he was ‘ittle better than a prifoner, and was {till expofed to all the rudenefs and 
pedantry of the ecclefiaftics. 

Tuis young prince was in a fituation, which very ill fuited his temper and dif- 
pofition. All thofe good qualities which he poffeffed, his affability, his wit, his 


gaicty, 


7 7 . a“ 7 ’ co ? 

* This is the beft of Cromwel’s wretched compofitions that remain, and we fhall here extraét a pa{- 
fage out of it. ‘* You fay you have not fo learned Chrift as to‘hang the equity of your caule upon 
“< events. We could with that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thofe marvellous difpen- 
f ss ‘ . 1. ‘BS 3 “ 1 = M va . ‘ np ‘ 1 7 } 

‘« fations, which God hath wrought lately in England. But did not you folemnly appeal and pray ? 
‘ Did not we do fo to? Andought not we and you to think, with fear and trembling, of the hand of 
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‘* the great God, 1n this mighty and ftrange appearance of his, but can fughtly callit an event? Were 
not both your and our expedtations renewed from time to time, while we waited on God, to fee 
which way he would manifeft himfeif upon our appeals? And hall we, after all thefe our prayers, 
faftings, tears, expectations and folemn appeals, call thefe mere events? The Lord pity you. Surely 
we fear, becaufe it has been a merciful and a gracious deliverance to us. 


“* [ befeech you in t 


t 
; 


he bowels of Chrift, fearch after the mind of the Lord in it towards you, and we 
fhall tte a by our prayers that you may find it, For yet, if we know our heart at all, our bowels 
do in Chrift yearn aftes the godly in Scotland.” Thurloe, Vol. I. p, 158. 
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eaiety, his gentlemanly, difengaged behavior, were here fo many vices ; and his 
love of eafe, liberty, and pleafure was regarded as the higheft enormity. Tho’ 
artful in the practice of courtly diffimulation, the fanctified ftyle was utterly unknown 
to him; and he never could mould his deportment into that flarched grimace, 
which the Covenanters required as the infallible mark of converfion, Phe duke 
of Buckingham was the only Englifh courtier allowed to attend him; and by his 
ingenious talent of ridicule, he had rendered himfelf extremely agreeable to his 
matter... While fo many objets of derifion furrounded them, it was difficult to be 
altogether infenfible to the temptation, and wholly to fuppreis the laugh. Obliged 
to attend from morning to night at prayers and fermons, they betrayed evident 
fymptoms of wearinefs or contempt. The clergy never could efteem the King 
fufficiently regenerated: And by continued exhortations, remonftrances, and re- 
primands, they {till endeavoured to bring him to a jutfter fenfe of his fpiritual duty. 

Tue King’s paffion for the fair could not altogether be reftrained. He had once 
been obferved ufing fome familiarities with a young woman; and a committee of 
minifters was appointed to reprove him for a behavior fo unbecoming a covenanted 
monarch. The fpokefman of the committee, one Douglafs, began with a fevere 
alpect, informed the King that great {candal had been given to the godly, enlarged 
on the heinous nature of fin, and concluded with exhorting his Majefty, whenever 
he was difpofed to amufe himfelf, to be more careful, for the future, in fhutting 
his windows. This delicacy, fo unufual to the place and to the character of the 
man, was remarked by the King; and he never forgot the obligation. 

Tue King, fhocked with all the indignities, and perhaps, ftill more tired with 
all the formalities, which he underwent, made an attempt to regain his Itberty. 
General Middleton, at the head of fome Royalifts, being profcribed by the Cove- 
nanters, kept in the mountains, expecting fome opportunity of ferving his matter. 
The King refolved to join them. He fecretly made his efcape from Argyle, and fled 
towards the Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, with a troop of horfe, was fent in 
purfuit of him: He overtook the King, and perfuaded him to return. The Roy- 
alifts, being too weak to fupport him, Charles was the more eafily induced to com- 
ply. Thisincident procured him afterwards better treatment and more authority ; 
the Covenanters being afraid of driving him by their rigours, to fome defperate re- 
folution. Argyle renewed his courthip to the King, and the King, with equal 
difimulation, pretended to repofe great confidence ia Argyle. He event went fo 
far as to drop hints of his intention to marry that nobleman’s daughter: But he 


had to do with a man too wife to be feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 


As foon as the feafon would permit, the Scotch armywasaflembled u nder Hamilton 


and Lefley; and the King was allowed to join the camp. The forces of the weltern 
F, 2 counties, 
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counties, notwithftanding the imminent danger, which threatened their country,. 
were refolved not to unite their caufe with that of an army, which admitted any 
Engaeers or Malignants among them; and they kept in a body apart under Ker, 
They called themfelves the Protefters ; and their frantic clerey declaimed equally 
again{t the King and Cromwel. ‘The other party were denominated Re/olutioners 
and thefe diftinétions continued long after to divide and agitate the kingdom. 

CHARLES encamped at the Torwood and his generals refolved to conduét 
themfelves by the fame cautious maxims, which, fo long as they were embraced, 
had been fuccefsful during the former campaign. The town of Stirling lay at his 
back, and the whole north fupplied him with provifions. Strong entrenchments 
defended his front ; and it was in vain that Cromwel made every attempt to bring 
him to an engagement. After lofing much time, the Englith general fent Lam- 
bert over the firth into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the provifions of the 
Scotch army. Lambert fell upon Holborne and Brown, who commanded a party: 
of the Scotch, and with great flaughter put them to rout. Cromwel alfo pafled 
over with his whole army, and lying at the back of the King, made ‘it impoffible 
for him to keep his poft any longer. 

Cuarzes, reduced to defpair, embraced a refolution worthy a young prince 
contending for empire. Having the way open to England, herefolved immedi- 
ately to march into that country, where he expected, that all his friends and alt 
thofe difcontented with the prefent government would flock to his ftandard. “FY 
perfuaded the generals to enter into the fame views and with one confent the army, 
to the number of 14000 men, role from their camp, and advanced by great jour- 

nies towards the fouth. 

CromMweL was furprized at the movements of the Scotch army. Wholly intent 
on offending his enemy, he had expofed his friends to the moft imminent dangery, 
and faw the King with a large army marching into England, where his prefence, 
from the general hatred, which prevailed againft the Parliament, was as ible of 
es fonmie great revolution. Butif this condu& was an overficht in Cromwel, 
he quickly repaired : by his vigilance and activi ub Hedifpatched letters to the Par- 
liament, exhorting them not to be terrified at the nPerone! 1.0f the Scotch : 
orders every where for aflembling forces to apple w 


He fent 
the Kine: He ordered Lambert 
+ ‘ | e + % 9 ] 7 ~ a an! b = 4 es a Vv } ‘ay od . 
with a body of cavalry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, and infeft their 
march: And he himfelf, leavi ng Monk 


< with 7000 Men to compleat the redu@ion 
of Scotland, followed the : 


ee with all the expedition pofiible. 
Cuartes found himfelf difappointed in his expectations of encreafing his army. 
‘he Scotch, terrified at the profpeét of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off in great 
numbers. The Englith prefbyterians, having no warning given them of the 
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King’s approach, were not prepared to join him. Zo the Royalifls, this meafure 
was equally unexpected; and they were farther deterred from joining the Scotch 
army by the orders which the committee of minifters had iffued,.not to admit any. 
even in this defperate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant. ‘The earl 
of Derby, leaving the ifle of Man, where he had maintained his independance on 
the Parliament, .was employed in levying forces in Chefhire and Lancafhire; but 
was {oon fuppreffed by a party of the parliamentary army. And the King, when 
he arrived at Worcefter, found, that his forces, extremely harraffed by a hafty 
and fatiguing march, were not more numerous, than when he rofe from his camp 
in the Torwood. 

Sucu is the influence of eftablifhed government, that the Commonwealth, tho’ 
founded in ufurpation the moft unjuft and unpopular, had authority fufficient to 
raife every where the militia of the counties; and thefe, united with the reoular 


forces, bent all their efforts againft the King. With an army of above ,oo000 men,. 
Cromwel fell upon Worcefter ; and attacking it on all fidesyand meeting with Hits! 


tle refiftance except from Hamilton and Middleton, broke in upon the difordered 
Royalifts. The ftreets.of thecity were ftrowed with the dead. Hamilton, a no- 
blemanof great bravery and honour, was mortally wounded ; Maffey wounded and 
taken prifoner; the King, having given many proofs of perfonal valor, was oblis ced 
to fly. The whole Scatch army .were either killed or taken. prifoners. ‘The 
country people, inflamed with national antipathy, inhumanly put to death the 
few who efcaped from the field of battle. 

Tue King left Worcefter at fix o’clock in the afternoon, and wi saps halting, 


travelled about twenty-fix miles, in company with fifty or fixty of his friends. To : 


fecure himfclf, he thought: it beft to feparate from his companions ; oak he left 
them without communicating his intentions to any of them. By the earl of Derby’s 
directions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in the borders of Staffordthire, inha- 
bited by one Penderell, a farmer. To him Charles entrufted himfelf. The man 


had dignity of fentiments much above his.condition ;.and tho’ death was denounced 
againft all who concealed the King, and a great re seg 


sy 0 


oromifed to whoever fhould 
betray him, he profefied and maintained unfhaken fidelity. He took ‘the affiftance 
of his four brothers, equally honourable with himfelf; and having i ‘te 
King in a garb like their own, they led him into the neighbouring wood, put a bill 
into his hand, and pretended to employ themfelves in. cutting faggots. Some 
nights he lay upon ftraw in the houfe, and fed upon fuch homely fareias it affor de ch. 
For a better concealment, he mounted upon an oak, where he saleerca himfelf 
among the leaves and branches for twenty-four hours. Several foldiers he faw 
pafs by. All of them were intent in fearch of the King; and many exprefk 
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his hearing their earneft wifhes of feizing him. This tree was afterwards denomt- 
nated the Royal Oak; and for many years was regarded by the whole neighbourhood 
with great veneration. 

Cuartes was in the middle of the kingdom, and could neither ftay in his re- 
treat, nor ftir a ftep from it, without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, 
and party zeal interefted multitudes to difcover him; and even the fmalleft indif- 
eretion of his friends might prove fatal. Having joined lord Wilmot, who was 
fkulking in the neighborhood, they agreed ‘to put themfelves into the hands of 
colonel Lane, a zealous Royalift, who lived at Bentley, not many miles diftant. 
The King’s feet were fo hurt by walking about in heavy boots or countrymen’s 
fhoes not made for him, that he was obliged to mount on horfeback; and he tra- 
velled inthis fituation to Bentley, attended by the five Penderells, who had been fo 
faithful to him. Lane formed a fcheme for his journey to Briftol, where, it was 
hoped, he would find a fhip, in which he might tranfport himfelf. He had a near 
kinfwoman, Mrs. Norton, who lived within three miles of that city, and was 
with child, very near the time of her delivery. He obtained a pafs (for during 
thofe times of confufion this precaution was requifite) for his fitter Jane Lane and a 
fervant, to travel towards Briftol, under pretence of vifiting and attending her rela- 
tion, The King rode before the lady, and perfonated the fervant : Wilmot, car- 
rying a hawk on his hand, pafied for a ftranger, who had accidentally joined them. 

WHEN they arrived at Norton’s, Mrs. Lane pretended, that fhe had brought 
along as her fervant, a poor lad, a neighbouring farmer’s fon, who was ill of an 
ague; and fhe begged a private room for him, where he might be quiet. Tho’ 
Charles kept himfelf retired in this chamber, the butler, one Pope, foon knew 
him; and throwing himfelf on his knees, prayed for his Majefty’s life and prefer- 
vation. Ihe King was alarmed, but made the butler promife that he would keep 
the fecret from every mortal, even from his mafter; and he was faithful to his 
engacement. 

No fhip, it was found, would, for a month, fet fail from Briftol, either for 
France or Spain; and the King was obliged to go elfewhere for a paflage. He 
entrufted himfelf to colonel Windham of Dorfetfhire, an affe@tionate partizan of 
the royal family. The natural effeét of the long civil wars and of the furious 
rage, to which all men were wrought up in their different factions, was, tl 


1at 
every one’s inclinations and affections were thorowly known, and eve! 


1 the courage 
way . nee 3 

and fidelity of moft men, by the variety of incidents, had been put totrial, The 
Royalifts too had, many of them, been obliged to contrive concealments in their 
houfes for themfelves, their friends, or moft valuable effects; and the arts of elud- 
ing the enemy had been often practifed. All thefe circum{ances proved favour- 
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able to the King in the prefent exigency. As he paffed often thro’ the hands of Chap. I. 
Catholics, the Pri ?’s hole, as they called it, the place, where they were obliged to om 
conceal their perfecuted priefts, was fometimes employed for fheltering their dif- 
trefied fovereign. 

Winpuam, before he received the King, afked leave to entruft the important 
fecret to his mother, his wife, and four fervants, on whofe fidelity he could en- 
tirely depend. Of all thefe perfons, no, one proved wanting either in honour or 
difcretion. The venerable old matron, on the reception of her royal gueft, ex- 
prefled the utmoft joy, that, having loft, without regret, three fons and one orand- 
child in defence of his father, fhe was now referved, in her declining years, to be 
inflrumental in the prefervation of himfelf. Windham told the King, that Sir 
Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, a few days before his death, called to him 
his five fons. ‘* My children,” faid he, ‘‘ we have hitherto feen ferene and 
‘* quiet times under our three laft fovereigns : But I muft now warn you fo pre- 
‘© pare for clouds and ftorms. Faétions arife on every fide and threaten the tran- 
«¢ quillity of your native country. But whatever happen, do you faithfully honour 
<< and obey your Prince, and adhere to the Crown. I charge you never to forfake 
«© the Crown, tho’ it fhould hang upon a buh,” ‘ Thefe laft words,” added 
Windham, ‘* made fuch impreffions on all our breafts, that the many afflictions 
«© of thefe fad times could never efface their indelible characters.” From innu- 
merable inftances it appears how deep rooted in the minds of the Englifh gentry 
of that age was the principle of loyalty to their fovereign ; that noble and gene- 
rous principle, inferior only in excellence to the more enlarged and more inlight- 
ened affection towards a legal conftitution. But during thofe times of military 
ufurpation, thefe paflions were the fame. 

Tue King continued nineteen days in Windham’s houfe; and all his friends in 
Britain and in every part of Europe, remained in the moft anxious fufpence with 
regard to his fortune: No one could conjeéture whether he was dead or alive; and 
the report of his death, being generally believed, happily relaxed the vigilant 
fearch of his enemies. - Trials were made to procure a veffel for his efeape ; but 
he {till met with difappointments. Having left Windham’s houfe, he was obliged 
again to return to it. He paffed thro’ many other adventures ; affumed different 
difguifes ; in every ftep was expofed to imminent perils ; and received daily proofs 
of uncorrupted fidelity and attachment. The fagacity of afmith, who remarked, 
that his horfe’s thoes had been made in the north, not in the wett, as he pretended, 
once detected him; and he narrowly efcaped. At Shoreham in Suffex a vefiel was 
at laft found, in which he embarked. He had been known to fo many, that, if 


he had not fet fail in that critical moment, it had been impofible for him to efcape. 
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A fo a E 1 TRAE SE IS WK cole oe < Yefrann in Narmandy 
Aiter one and forty days concealment, he arrived lately at Kelcamp in Normanay. 
bs ee See , Da Dae Ha bbe tte nnd et evec ean tines hie efcane * 
No lefs than rorty men and women had at different times been privy to his ekcape *. 
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Tue battle of Worcelter afforded Cromwel what he called his crowning mercy. 
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now difcovered to his intimate friends thefe afpiring views ; and even exprefied a 
defire of affuming the rank of King, which he had contributed, with fuch feem- 
ing zeal, to abolifh +. 


ca Tr Ls es P=’ FAtNIUVIG “+ ran . oA e aye "£ j an. L ; \73 1; f, - > (235 7 
Due little popularity and credit, acquired by the Republicans, farther ftimu- 
L 
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lated the ambition of this enterprizing politician, ‘hefe men had not that larce 


J 
thought nor thofe comprehenfive views, which might qualify them for acting the 


awe Eh lant asec) e QO 
pa©t O} leoiflators : 
iv 


Selfith aims and bigotry chiefly engroiied their attention. They 
carried their rigid autterity fo far as to ena@ laws, declaring fornication, after 
the firtt att, to be felony, without-benefit of clergy +. They made fmall pro- 
erefs in that important work, which they profefled to have fo much at heart, the 
1¢e 
nation began to apprehend, that they intended to eftablith themfelves as a perpe- 
tual legiflature, and to confine the whole power to 60 or 70 perfons, who called 
themfelves the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England. And while they 
1emfelves obliged 
to infringe even the moft valuable of thofe, vhich, thro’ time immemorial, had 
been tranimitted f.om their anceftors. Not daring to entruft the trials of treafon 
to juries, who, being chofen indifferently from among the people, would have 
been little favourable to the Commonwealth, and would have formed their verdiG 
upon the antient laws, they eluded that noble inftitution, by which the govern- 
ment of this ifland has ever been fo much diftinguithed. They had feen evidently 
in the trial of Lilburn what they could expeét from juries. This man, the moft 
turbulent, but the moft upright and courageous of human kind, was tried for a 
tranfereffion of the new ftatute of treafons: But tho’ he was plainly guilty, he 
was acquitted, to the infinite joy of the people. Weltmintter Hall, nay the whole 
city, rang with fhouts and acclamations. Never did any eftablifhed power receive 
fo flrong a declaration ‘of its ufurpation and invalidity; and from no other inftitu- 


tion, 
ie’s Chronicle, p. 301. 4+ Whitelocke, p. 523. t Scobel, p. iz. 
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tion, befides the admirable one of juries, could be expected this magnanimous 
efore. 

Tuat they might not for the future be expofed to affronts, which fo much 
leffened their authority, the Parliament erected a high court of juftice, who were 
to receive indictments from the council of ftate. ‘This court was compofed en- 
tirely of men, devoted to the ruling party, without name or character, determined 
to facrifice every thing to their own fafety or ambition. Colonel Eufebius An- 
drews, and colonel Walter Slingfby were tried by this court for confpiracies; and 
condemned to death. They were Royalifts, and refufed to plead before fo illegal a 


jurifdiction. Love, Gibbons, and other prefbyterians, having entered into a 


plot again{ft the Republic, were alfo tried and executed. The earl of Derby, fir 
Timothy Fetherftone, Bemboe, being taken: prifoners after the battle of Wor- 
cefter, were put to death by fentence of a court martial: A method of proceed- 
ing. declared unlawful by that very petition of right, for which a former parlia- 
ment had fo ftrenuoufly contended, and which, ainee great efforts, they had ex- 
torted from the King. 

ExcepTine their principles of toleration, the maxims, by which the Republi- 
cans regulated ecclefiaftical affairs, no more prognofticated any durable fettlement, 
than thofe by which they conducted their civil concerns. The prefbyterian model 
of congregations, claffes, and affemblies was not allowed to be finifhed: It feemed 
even the intention of many leaders in the Parliament to admit of no eftablithed 
church, and to leave every one, without any guidance of the magiftrate, to em- 
brace whatever fect and to fupport whatever clergy were moft agreeableto him. It 
was not perceived, that by this policy the enthufiaftic fpirit muft of neceflity, from 
a concurrence of the emulation and interefted views of the ecclefiaftics, be raifed to 
fuch a height as to elude all the tyes of civil and moral duty. 

Tue Parliament went fo far as to make fome approaches, in one 
their independant model. Almoft all the clergy of Wales being seated as ma- 
lignants, itinerant preachers with a fmall fallary were fettled, not above four or 
five in each county ; and thefe, being furnifhed with horfes at the public charge, 
hurried from place to place, and carried, as they e oaks themfelv es, the glad 
tidings of the gofpel *. They were all of them men of the loweft bik and edu- 
cation, who had deferted mechanical trades; in order to follow this new profef- 
fion: And in this particular, as well as in their wandering life, they pretended to 
be more truly apoftolical. 

Tue Republicans, both by the turn of their difpofition, and by the nature of 
the inftruments, which they employed, were better qualified for ats of force and 


~ Vox. IL. | F vigour 


* Dr. John Walker’s attempt, p. 147. & feq. 


Chap. I. 
1651. 
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? Ee & noe a 7ePP i oy ¢ 4 ’ - A247 “ 
late warsand bloodfhed and the prefent factions, the power of England had never, 


hbouring kingdoms as at this time it 


4 ° ‘{} = WT sith , a] 1; + Fes 
vigour than for the flow and deliberate work of Jegiflation. Notwithftanding the 
a 


in any period, been fo formidable to the neig 
appeared in the hands of the Commonwealth. A numerous anny ferved equally 
to retain every one, in implicite fubyection to eftablifhed authority, and to {trike a 
terror into foreign nations. The power cf peace and war was lodged in the lame 
hands with that of impofing taxes; and no difference of views, among the feve- 
ral members of the legiflature, could any longer be apprehended. ‘The prefent 
impofitions, tho” much fuperior to what had ever formerly been experienced, were 
in reality very moderate, and what a nation, fo opulent, could eafily bear. The 
military genius of the people, by the civil contefts, had been rouzed from its 
former legarthy ; and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fervice. 
The confufion, into which all things had been thrown, had given opportunity 
to men of low ftations to break thro’ their obfcurity, and to raife themfelves 
by their courage to commands, which they were well qualified to exercife, but to 
which their birth could never have entitled them. And while fo great power was 
lodged in fuch active hands, no wonder the Republic was fuccefsful in all its en- 
terprizes. | 

Biake, aman of heroic courage and a generous difpofition, the fame perfon, 
who had defended Lyme and Taunton with fuch unfhaken obftinacy againft the 
King, was made an admiral ; and tho” he had hitherto been accuftomed only to 
land fervice, into which too he had not entered till paft fifty years of age, he foon 
raifed the naval glory of the nation to a higher pitch than in any former period it 
had ever attained. A fleet was committed to him, and he received orders to pur- 
fue Prince Rupert, to whom the King had given the command of that fquadron, 
which had deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in Kinfale; and efcaping thence, 
fled towards’the coaft of Portugal. Blake purfued, and chaced him into the Ta- 
gus, where he intended to attack that Prince. But the King of Portugal, moved 
by the favour, which, throughout all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed 
Blake admittance, and aided Rupert in making his efcape. ‘To be revenged of 
this partiality, the Enelifh admiral made prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly 
laden, and threatened ftill farther vengeance. ‘The King of Portugal, dreading 
fo dangerous a foe to his new acqaired dominion, and fenfible of the unequal con- 
teft, in which he was engaged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the haughty Re- 
public, and was at laft admitted to negotiate the renewal of his alliance with Eng- 
Jand. Rupert, having loft a great part of his fquadron on the coaft of Spain, made 
fail towards the We(t-Indies. His brother, Prince Maurice, was there fhip-wrecked 
in a. hurricane. Every where, this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, fometimes on 
Englifh, 
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Englifh, fometimes on Spanifh veflels. And Rupert at Jaft returned to France, Chap: 1. 
where he difpofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with all his prizes. 


Att the fettlements in America, except New England, which had been planted 


f 


entirely by the Puritans, adhered to the royal party, even after the fettlement of 
the Republic ; and sir George Ayicue was fent with a {quadron to reduce them to 
obedience. Bermudas, Antigua, Virginia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, com- 
manded by Lord Willoughby of Parham, made fome refiftance ; but was at laft 
obliced to fubmit. 

Wirn equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernefey, Scilly, and the Ifle of Man brought 
under fubjection to the Republic ; and the fea, which had been much infefted by 
privateers from thefe Iflands, was rendered entirely fafe to the Englifh commerce. 
The Countefs of Derby defended the Ifle of Man; and with great reluctance 
yielded to the neceflity of furrendering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of 
the illuftrious houfe of Trimoiille in France, had, during the civil wars, difplayed 
a manly courage by her obftinate defence of Latham-Houfe againtft the parlia- 
mentary forces; and fhe retained the elory of being the laft perfon in the three 
kingdoms and in all their dependant dominions, who fubmitted to the victorious 
Commonwealth*. 

TRELAND and Scotland were now entirely fubjected and reduced to tranquillity 
Ireton, the new deputy of Ireland, commanding a numerous arm 
men, profecuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irifh; and he d 
in many rencounters, which, tho’ in themfelves of no great moment, proved fatal 
to their declining caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the prifoners who 
had any hand in the maflacres. Sir Phelim Oneale, among the reft, was, fome 
time afterwards, brought to the gibbet, and fuffered an ionominious death, which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Limeric, a confiderable town, 
(ill remained in the hands of the Irith; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege, made 
himfelf matter of it. He was here infeéted with the plague, and fhortly after 
died; a very memorable perfonage, much celebrated for his vigilance, induftry, 

EF 2 Ca- 


y of 30,000 
C 


-feated them 


* When the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fummoned by Ireton to furrender the Ifle of ‘Man ; 
and he return’d this fpirited and memorable anfwer, “ I receiv'd your letter with indignation, and 
« with {corn return you this anfwer; that I cannot but wonder whence you fhould gather any hopes, 
<< thatI fhould prove like you, treacherous to my fovereign ; fince you cannot be ignorant of my for- 
«* mer a¢tings in his late Majefty’s fervice, from which principles of loyalty lam no whit departed. I 
<¢ {corn your proffers ; I difdain your favour; I abhor your treafon ; and am fo far from delivering up 
“¢ this ifland to your advantage, that I fhall keep it to the utmoft of my power to your deftruction, 
«Take this for your final anfwer, and forbear any farther follicitations: for if you trouble me with 
“‘ any more meflages of this nature, I will burn the paper and hang up the bearer. This is the im- 
<¢ mutable refolution, and fhall be the undoubted prattice of him, who accounts it his chiefelt glory 


«< to be his Majefty’s mokt loyal and obedient fubject, 
De RS. YS 
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Capacity, even for the ftri@ execution of juftice in that unlimited command, 
which he poffefiéd in Ireland. He was obferved to be inflexible in all his pur- 
pofes; and it was believed by many, that he was animated with a fincere and pai- 
fionate love for liberty, and never could have been induced, by any motive, to 
fubmit to the fmalleft ; ppearance of regal government. Cromwel appeared to be 
much affected by his death; and the Republicans, who repofed great confidence 
in him, were inconfoleable. To fhow their regard for his merit and fervices, they 
beftowed an eftate of two thoufand pounds a year on his family, and honoured him 
with a magnificent funeral at the public charge. Tho’ the eftablifhed government 
was but the mere fhadow of a Commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper 
arts to encourage that public {pirit, which no other {pecies of civil polity is ever 
able fully to infpire. 

THE command of the army in freland devolved on lieutenant-general Ludlow. 
The civil government of the ifland was entrufted to commiffioners. Ludlow con- 
tinued to pufh the advantages againft the Frith, and every where obtained an eafy 
victory. That unhappy people, difgufted with the King on account of thofe vio. 
lent declarations againft them and their religion, which had been extorted by the 
Scotch, applied to the King of Spain, to the duke of Lorraine ; and found af- 
fiftance no where. Clanricarde, unable any longer to refift the prevailing power, 
made fubmiffions to the Parliament; and retired into England, where he foon 
after died. He was a fleady catholic; but a man much refpected by all parties, 

Tue fucceffes, which attended Monk in Scotland, were no lefs decifive. That 
able general laid fiege to Stirling caftle; and tho’ it was well provided for defence; 
it was foon furrendered to him. He there became matter of all the records of the 
kingdom ; and he fent them to England. The earl of Leven, t! 


1e earl of Craw- 
ford, lord Ogilvy, and other noblemen, having met near Perth, in order to con- 
cert means for raifine 


& 4 new army, were fuddenly fet upon by colonel Alured, 
and moft of them taken prifoners, Sir Philip Mufgrave, with fome Scotch, being 
engaged at Dumfries in a like enterprize, met with the fame fate. Dundee was a 
town well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon under Lumifden, and fulh of alj 
the rich furniture, the plate and money of the kingdom, which had been fent 
thither as to a place of fafety. Monk appeared before it; and having made a 
breach gave a general affault. He carried the town; and following tl 


he example 
and infiructions of Cromwel, put the whole inhabitants to the {word, in order 


to ftrike a general terror into the kingdom. Watned by this example, Aber= 
deen, St. Andrews, Ir vernefs, and other towns and forts, of their o 
yielded to the enemy. Argyle made his fubmiffions to the Lneli 
wealth ; and excepting a few Royalitfts, : 


wn accord, 
fh Common- 
who. remained fome time in the moun- 
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tains, under the earl of Glencairn, lord Balcarras, and general Middleton, that 
kingdom, which had hitherto, thro’ all ages, by means of its fituation, poverty, 
ad valour, maintained its independance, was reduced toa total fubjection. 

Tue Englith Parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, St. John, and other commif- 
foners to fettle Scotland. Thefe men, who poffeffed little of the real fpirit of li- 
berty, knew how to maintain all the appearances of it; and they required the vo- 
luntary confent of all the counties and towns of this conquered kingdom, before 
they would unite them into the fame Commonwealth with Englind. Theclergy 
protefted; becaufe, they faid, this incorporation would draw along with it a fub- 
ordination of the church to the ftate in the things of Chrift*. Englifh judges, 
joined to fome Scotch, were appointed to determine all caufes; juftice was ftrictly 
executed ; order.and peace maintained ; the Scotch being freed from the tyranny 
of the ecclefiaftics, were not much diffatisfied with the prefent government. ~ The 
prudent conduct of Monk, a man who poffeffed a good capacity for the arts 
both of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds of men and allay 


their prejudices. 


By the total reduction and pacification of the Britifh dominions, the Parliamene 
had leifure to look abroad, and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. Ihe 
Dutch were the firft who felt the weight of their arms. 

Durine the life of Frederic Henry, Prince of Orange, the States had main- 
tained an exaét neutrality in the civil wars of England, and had never interpofed, 

except 


* Whitlocke, p. 496. 

+ It had been an ufual policy of the prefbyterian ecclefiattics to fettle a chaplain in the great families; 
who acted as afpy upon his mafter, and gave them intelligence of the moit private tranfactions and 
difcourfes of the family. A fignal inftance of prieftly tyranny, and the fybjection of the nobility ! 
They even obliged the fervarts to give intelligence againft their mafters. Whitlocke, p. 502. The 
fame author, p. 512, tells the following flory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and citing the minifters 
and people, who had exprefied a diflike of their heavenly government, the men being out of the way, 
their wives refolved to anfwer for them. And on the day of appearance, 120 women with good clubs 
in their hands came and befieged the church, where the revercnd minifters fat. They fent one of their 


number to treat with the females, and he threatening excommunication, they bafted him for his labour, 


_kept him prifoner, and fenta party of 6o, who routed the reft of the clergy, bruifed their bodies 


forely, took all their baggage and 12 horfes. One of the minifters, after a mile’s running, taking all 
creatures for his {oes, mectirg with a foldier fell on his. knees, who knowing nothing of the matter 


1 


> 


afked the blackcoat what he meant. The female conquerors, having laid hold on the fynod clerk, 
beat him till he forfwore his office. Thirteen minifters ralhea about four miles from the place, and 
voted that this village fhould never more have a fynod in it, but be accurfed; and that tho’ in the years 
1638 and 39, the godly women were cried up for ftoning the bifhops, yet now the whole fex fhould be 


efleemed wicked. 


Chap. I. 
1051. 
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. ] : 1 Nth dk te Whe: William 
except by their good offices, betwixt the contending parties. When William, 
who had married an Enelith Princefs, fucceeded to his father’s commands and au- 
thority +, the States, both before and after the execution of the Jate King, were 
rs 
accuied of taking fteps more favourable to the royal caufe, and of betraying a great 
Cc : : — = 
alienation from the Parliament. It wa: oi Liars the envoy of the Enclifh Com- 
monwealth could obtain an audience of the States General. ‘T) 


riflaus were not purfued with Gach’ vigour as the Parliament expected. And much 
regard had been payed the King, and many good offices performed to him, both 
iy: the public and by men of all ranks, in the United. Bidtesnday 

AFTER the death of William, Prince of Oran: 


eget, which was attended with 
the depreffion of his party and the trit umph of the R 


epublicans, the Parliament 
thought, that the time was now come of ceme! 


Wis 


iting a clofer confederacy with the 
oe St, Joh hn, lord chief juftice, who was fent over to the Ha acue, had 
entertained the idea of forming a fpecies of coalition betwixt the two Rep publics, 
which would have rendered theit i interefts totaily infeparable ; but fearing that fo 
-xtraordinary a project would not be relifhed, he contented himfelf with dropping 
{ome hints of it, and openly went no farther than to propofe a ftrict defenfive 
alliance betwixt England and the States, fuch as has now, for near feventy years, 
taken place between thefe friend] ly powers*, But the States, 


who were unwilling 
to form a nearer confederacy with a government, whofe meafures were fo obnoxi- 


ous and whofe fituation feemed fo precarious, offered only to renew the former al- 
liances with England. And the haughty St. John, difgufted with this refufal, 
well as enraged at many affronts, whick with impunity ha id | been offered him, cS 
the retainers of the Palatine and Orange families, and indeed | by the populace in 
general, returned into England, and endeavoured to excite a quarrel between the 
two Republics. 

THE movements of great ftates are oft 


en directed by as flender fprings as thofe 
of individuals. 


Tho’ war with fo confiderable a naval power as the Di 
were in peace with all their other neighbours, might feem d: 
fettled commonwealth, there were feveral motives, which at this time en gaged the 
Englifh Parliament into hoftile meafures. Many of the members th ought 
Sivan war would ferve as a pretext for continuing the fame Parliataeacs SE: 

laying the new model of a reprefentative, with hich the nation had fo long on. 
flattered. Others hoped, that the war. would furnifh a reafon for maintaining, 
fome time longer, that numerous mercenary army, which was fo much complained 
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+ In 1647. 


t In O&ober 17, 16:0, 
" Uhurloe, vol. I. p. 182. 
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ef +. On the other hand, fome, who dreaded the encreafing power of Cromwe 
expected, that the great expence of migre armaments ae prov f 
diminifhing the military eftablifhment. To divert the attention of the pu 
domeftic quarrels towards foreign tranfactions feemed in the prefent difpofition of 
men’s minds to be good policy. The fuperior power of the Enelith Baier: 


wealth, together with the advantages of fituation, promifed it fucceis ; and the par- 
liamentary leaders hoped to gain many ric h prizes from the Dutch, to diftrefs and 
fy 


fink their fourifhing commerce, and by v ictories to throw a luftre on their eftablifh- 
ment, which was fo new and unpopular. All thefe views, enforced by the viole 
fpirit of St. John, who had a mighty influence over Cromwel, determined 
Parliament to change the propofed alliance into a furious war acainft the United 
Provinces. > 

To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the Parliament, under pretext. of pres 
for the interefts of commerce, embraced fuch meafures as, they knew, would 
give difguit tothe States. They framed the famous act of navigation, Which hee 
hibited all nations to import into England in their bottoms any commodity, which 
was not the growth and manufacture sal their own country. By this law, tho’ it was 
eeneral, the Dateh were principally hurt, whole country proc duces few commodities, 
and who fubfift chiefly by being the general carriers and factors of the w orld. 1. Let- 
ters of reprizal were oranted to feveral merchants, on account of fome i nyuries 
which they pretended to have received from the States; and above eighty Dut ich 
fhips fell into their hands and were made prize of. ‘The cruelties practifed on the 
Englifh at Amboyna, which were certain ly moft enormous, but which feemed to be 
buried in oblivion by a thirty years filence, were again complained of. Andthe 
allowing the murderers of Doriflaus to efcape, and the conniving at the infults to 
which St. John had been expofed, were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, 
if not a hoftile, difpofition in the States. 

Tue States, alarmed at all thefe fteps, fent over orders to their ambafiadors to 
endeavour the renewal of the treaty of alliance, which had been broke off by the ab- 
rupt departure of St. John, Not to be unprepared, they equipped a fleet of a 
hundred and fifty fail, and took care, by their miniffers at London, to inform the 
council of ftate of that armament. This intelligence, inftead of ftriking terror 
into the Englifh Republic, was confidered as amenace, and farther contaned the 
Parliament in their hoftile refolutions. The minds of men, in both ftates, were 
every day, more irritated againft each other ; and it was not long before thefe ma- 
lisnant humours broke forth into action. 

TROMP, 

+ We are told in the life of Sir Harry: Vane, that that famous Republican oppofed the Dutch war, 
and that it was the military gentlemen chiefly who fupported that meatfure. 
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TROMP, an admiralof greatrenown, received from the States thecommand of a fleet 
of forty-two fail, in order to protect the Dutch navigation againft the privateers of the 
Englifh. He was forced by ftrefs of weather, as he alleged, to take fhelter in the 
road of Dover, where he met with Blake, who commanded an Englifh fleet much 
inferior in number. Who was the agereffor in the action, which enfued betwixt 
thefe two admirals, both of them men iif fac -h prompt and fiery difpofitions, it is 
not eafy to determine ; fince each of them fent to his own ftate a relation totally op- 
pofite in all its circumftances to that of the other, and yet fupported by the tefti- 
ogg of every captain in his fleet. Blake pretended, that, having given a fignal to 

the Dutch adauke to ftrike, Tromp, inftead of complying, fired a broad-fide 
upon him. Tromp afferted, that he was preparing to ftrike, and that the Englifh 
admiral, neverthelefs, began hoftilities. It is certain, that the admiralty of Hol- 
Jand, who are diftinct from the council of ftate, had given Tromp no orders to 
{trike, but had left him to his own difcretion with regard to that vain, but much 
contefted ceremonial. They feemed willing to introduce the claim of an equality 
with the new Commonwealth, and to interpret the former refpect, which they had 
ever payed the Englifh flag, as a deference due only tothe Monarchy. This cir- 
cumftance forms a {trong prefumption againft the narrative of the Dutch admiral. 
The whole Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which Tromp was fufpected to 
adhere, were defirous of a war with England. ; 

Brake, tho’ his fquadron confifted only of fifteen veffels, re-inforced, after the 
battle began, byeight under captain Bourne, maintained the fight with great bravery 
for five hours, and funk one fhip of the enemy and took another. Night parted the 
combatants, and the Dutch fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland. The populace 
of London were enraged, and would have infulted the Dutch ambaffadors, who 
lived at Chelfea, had not the council of State fent guards to protect them. 

Wuew the States heard of this action, of which thefatal confequences were ealily 
forefeen, they were in the utmoft confternation. © They immediately difpatched 
Paw, penfionary of Holland, as their ambaffador igs to London, and 
ordered him to lay before the Parliament the narrative which Tromp had fent of the 
Jate rencounter.. They entreated them, by all the bands of their common religion, 
and common liberties, not to precipitate themfelves into hoftile meafure es, but to 
appoint commiffioners, who fhould examine re, circumftance of the action, and 


clear up the tru th, W hic h la y in ob{c CUF! ity. Ln d they pretended, that they h: ad 
given no orders to their admiral to offer any viglente to the Enelifh, but would fe- 
verely punifh bier ‘they found upon enquiry, that he had been euilty of an 


action, which they fo much difapproved, The imperious Parliament would hearken 


to 
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to none of thefe reafons or remonftrances. Elated with the multiplied fuccefits, 
which they had obtained over their domeftic enemies, they thought, that every 
thing muft yield to their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the opportunity, 
which they fought, of making war upon the States. They demanded, that, with- 
out any farther delay or enquiry, reparation fhould be made for all the damages, 
which the Englifh-had fuftained. And when this demand was not complied with, 
they difpatched orders for commencing war againft the United Provinces. 

BiakeE failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and fell upon the herring bufhes, 
which were efcorted by twelve men of war. All thefe he either took or difperfed. 
Tromp followed him with a fleet of above a hundred fail. When thefe two admi- 
rals were within fight of each other, and preparing for battle, a furious ftorm at- 
tacked them. Blake took fhelter in the Englifh harbours. The Dutch fleet was dif- 
perfed and received great damage. 

Str Grorce AyscveE, near Plymouth, tho’ he commanded only forty fhips ac- 
cording to the Englifh accounts, engaged the famous de Ruiter, who had under 
him fifty fhips of war, with thirty merchant-men. The Dutch fhips were in- 
deed of inferior force to the Englifh., De Ruiter, the only admiral in Europe, 
who has attained a renown equal to that of the greateft general, defended 
himfelf fo well, that Ayfcue gained no advantage over him. Night parted them 
in the greateft heat of the combat. De Ruiter next day failed off with his 
convoy. The Englifh had been fo fhattered in the action, that they were not able 
to purfue. 

Near the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by Bourne and Pen, met the Dutch 
fleet, nearly equal in number, commanded by de Witte andde Ruiter. A battle 
Was fought much to the difadvantage of the Dutch. Their rear-admiral was boarded 
and taken.’ Two other veffels were funk and one blown up. The Dutch fleet 
next day made fail towards Holland. 

Tue Englifh were not fo fuccefsful in the Mediterranean. Van Galen with 
much fuperior force attacked captain Badily, and defeated him. He bought, 
however, his victory with the lofs of his life. 

Sra-Fricutsare feldom fo decifive as to difable the vanquifhed from making head 
in a little time againft the victors. ‘Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met near the 
Goodwins, with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior tothe Dutch, but who was refolved 
not to decline the combat. A furious battle commenced, where the admirals on 
both fides, as well as the inferior officers and feamen, exerted extraordinary bravery. 
In this action, the Dutch had the advantage. Blake himfelf was wounded. ‘The 
Garland and Bonaventure were taken. . Two» fhips were burned and one funk. 
Night came very opportunely to fave the Englith fleet. After this victory, 
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romp in a bravado affixed a broom to his main-maft ; as if he were refolved to 
{weep the fea entirely of all E-nglifh vefiels. 


Great preparations were made in England, in order to wipe off this difgrace. 
A gallant fleet of eighty fail was fitted out. — Blake commanded, and ean under 
him, together with citer: vho had been fent for from Scotland. When they lay off 
Portland, they defcri ed near break of day the Dutch fleet of feventy-fix veflels, 
failing up the Channel, nei with a convoy of 300 merchant-mea, who had re- 
ceived orders to wait at the Ifle of Rhé, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcorte them. 
Tromp and de Ruiter commanded the Dutch. This battle was the moft furious 
which had yet been fought, betwixt thefe warlike and rival nations. Three days 
was the battle contin ed with the utmoft rage and obftinacy; and Blake, who 
was victor, gained not more honour than Tromp,W who was vanquifhed. The Dutch 
admiral made a fkilful retreat, and faved all the merchant fhips, except thirty. 
He loft however eleven fhips of war, had 2000 men flain, and near 1500 taken 
prifoners. The Englifh, tho’ many of their fhips were extremely fhattered, had but 
one funk, ‘Their flain,were not much inferior in number to thofe of the enemy. 

Att thefe fuccefles of the Englifh were-chiefly owing to the fuperior fize of 
their veffels; an advantage wicks all the {kill and bravery of the Dutch admirals 
could not compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition, which had been 
fo much complained of, and in fome refpects with reafon, the late King had put 
the navy into a fituation, which it had never attained in any former reign; and he 
ventured to build fhips of a fize, which was then unufual. But the misfortunes, 
which the Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of. thofe, which 
their trade fuftained from the Englifh. Their whole commerce by the Channel was 
cut off : Even that to the Baltic was much infefted by the Englifh privateers. Their 
fifheries were totally fufpended. A great number of their fhips; above 1600, had 
fallen into the enemies hands. And all this diftrefs they fuffered, not for any na- 
tional intereft or neceffity ; but from vain points of honour and perfonal refentments, 
of which it was difficult to give a fatisfa¢tory account to the public. They refolved 
therefore to gratify the pride of the Rarliament, and to make fome advances towards 
a peace. Their reception, however, was not favourable; and it was not without 
pleafure, that they learned the diffolution of that haughty affembly by. the vio- 
lence of Cromwel; an event from which they expected a more profperous turn 
to their affairs. 

Tue zealous Republicans in the Parliament had not been the chief or firft promo- 
ters of the war ; but when it was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from 
it every poffible advantage. On all occafions, they fet up the fleet in oppofition 
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And Cromwel, by the whole train of their proceedings, evidently faw, that they 
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to the army, and celebrated the glory and fuccefies of their naval armaments, Chap. I. 
They infifted on the intolerable expence to which the nation was fubjected, and oS 
urged the neceflity of diminifhing it by a reduction of their land forces. Some Difolution of 
regiments they had ordered to ferve on board the fleet in the quality of marines the Parla 
had entertained a jealoufy of his power and ambition, and were refolved to bring 
him to a fubordination under their authority.. Without fcruple or delay he refolved 
to prevent them. 

On fuch firm foundations was built the. credit of this extraordinary man, that, 
tho’ a great mafter of fraud, he judged it fuperfluous to employ any artifice or difli- 
mulation in conducting that bold enterprize. He fummoneda general council of 
officers ; and immediately found, that they were difpofed to receive whatever im- 
preffions he was pleafed to give them. Moft of them were his creatures, had owed 
their advancement to his favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future prefer- 
ment. The breach being already made, when the late King was feized at Holmby, 
betwixt the military and civil powers, the general officers efteemed the Parliament 
to be at once their creature and their rival, and thought that they themfelves were 
entitled to fhare among them thofe offices and riches, of which its members had fo 
long kept pofieffion. Faarrifon, Rich, Overton, and a few others, who retained 
fome principle, were guided by notions fo extravagant, that they were eafily delud 
into meafures the moft violent and moft criminal. And the whole army had alread y 
been guilty of ftich illegal and atrocious actions, that they could entertain no far ther 
icruples with regard to any enterprize, which might ferve their felfifh or fanatical 
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« In the council of officers it was prefently voted to frame a remonftrance to the 
Porttabenn: After complaining of the arrears, which were due to the army, they 
there defired the Parliament to remember how m: ay years that affembly had far, 
and what profeffions they had formerly made of their intentions to new model the 
reprefentative, and eftablith fucceflive Paniiaments, who might bear that burthen of 
national affairs, from. which they t themfelves:would gladly, after fo much danger 
and fatigue, be at laft relieved. They confefled, that the Parliament had atchieved 
great entenprizes, and furmounted mighty difficulties; yet was it an injury, they 


}? 
faid, tothe reft of the nation to be excluded from bearing any part in the fervice of 
their country. It was now fulltime for them to give place to others; and, after 


fettling a council, who might execute the laws dur ing the interval, to _ a 
new Parliament, and eftablifh that free and.equal sove ‘rnment, which they had fo 
long preomifed»to the people. 
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Tue Parliament took this remonftrance in very ill part, and made.a fharp reply 
to the council of officers, ‘The officers infifted on their advice; and by mutual al- 
tercation and oppofition, the breach ftill farther widened betwixt the army and the 
Commonwealth. Cromwel, finding matters ripe for his purpofe, called a council 
of officers, in order to come to a determination with regard to the public fettlement. 
As he had h:re many friends, fo had he alfo fome opponents. ~ Harrifon having 
affured the council, that the General fought only to pave the way for the govern- 
ment ef Jefus and his faints, major Streater brifkly replied, that Jefus ought then 
to come quickly: For if he delayed it till after Chriftmas, he would come too fate ; 
he would find his place occupied. While the officers were in debate, colonel In- 
sold{by informs Cromwel, that the Parliament were fitting, and had come to a refo- 
lution rot to diffolve themfelves, but to fill up the houfe by new elections ; and 
were at that very time engaged in reafonings with regard to this expedient. Crom- 
wel in a rage immediately haftens to the houfe, and carries a body of 300 foldiers 
along with him. Some of them he placed at the door, fome in the lobby, fome on 
the ftairs. He firft addreffed himfelf to his friend St. John, and told him, that he 
then came with a purpofe of doing what grieved him to the very foul, and what he 
had earneftly with tears prayed the Lord not toimpofe upon him: But there was a 
necefflity, in order to the glory of God and good of the nation, He fat down for 
fome time, and heard the debates with reeard to the act for filling up the Parliament. 
Fe beckoned Harrifon, and toldhim, that he now judged the Parliament ripe for 
a diffolution, * Sir,”? faid Harrifon, “ the work is very great and dangerous: I 
“* defire you ferioufly to confider, before you engage init.” “ You fay well,” 
replied the General ; and thereupon. fat ftill about a quarter of an hour. When 
the queflion was ready to be put, he faid again to Harrifon, ** This is the time : I 
“< muft do it.”” And fuddenly ftarting up, he loaded the Parliament with the vileft 
reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public. 
Then ftamping with his foot, which was the Signal for the foldiers toenter, <* For 
‘* fhame,” faid he to the Parliament, ‘* get you gone: Give place to honefter 
‘« men ; to thofe who will more faithfully difcharge their truft. You are no longer 
‘* a Parliament: I tell you, you areno longer a Parliament. The Lord has done 
** with you: He has chofen other inftruments for carrying on his work.?? — Sir 
Harry Vane exclaiming againft this procedure, he cried with a loud voice, “¢ O! 
‘© Sir Harry Vane, Sir Harry Vane! The Lord deliver me from Sir Harry Vane!” 
Taking hold of Martin by the cloke, ** Thou art a whorematfter,” faid he. To 
another, ‘* Thou art an adulterer.” Toa third, ** Thou art a drunkard and a 
** glutton :” ‘* And thou an extortioner,” to a fourth. He commanded a foldier to 
feize the mace. ** What fhall we do with this bauble? Here take it away. It ig 
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 you,’? faid he addrefling himfelf to the Houfe, ‘ that have forced me upon this. 
« J have fought the Lord, night and day, that he would rather flay me than put 
« me upon this work.” Having commanded the foldiers to clear the hall, he him- 
elf went out the laft, and ordering the doors to be Jocked; departed to his lodg- 
ings in Whitehall. 

In this furious manner, ‘which fo well marks his genuine character, did Crom- 
wel, without the leaft oppofition, or even murmer, annihilate that famous affem- 
bly, which had filled all Europe with the renown of its actions, and with aftonifh- 
ment at its crimes, and whofe commencement was not more ardently defired by the 
people than was its final diffolution. All.parties now reaped fucceflively the difmal 
pleafure of feeing the injuries, which they had faffered, revenged on their enemies ; 
and that too by the fame arts, which had been practifed againft them. The King 
had ftretched his prerogative beyond its juft bounds ; and aided by the church, had 
well nigh put an end to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. Ihe Prefby- 
terians checked the progrefs of the court and clergy, and excited, by cant and hy- 
pocrify, the populace firft to tumults, then to war, againft the King, the Peers, 
and all the Royalifts. No fooner had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than 
the Independants, under the appearance of ftill greater fanctity, inftigated the army 
acainft them, and reduced them to fubjection. The Independants, amidft their 
empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dominion, were oppreffed by the rebellion of 
their own fervants, and-found themfelves at once expofed to the infults of power and: 
hatred of the people. By recent, as well as all antient example, it was become evi- 
dent, that illegal violence, with whatever pretexts it may be covered, and whatever 
object it may purfue, muft inevitably end:at left in the arbitrary and defpotic go=s 
yernment of a fingle perfon. 
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1653. C LIVER CROMWELL, in whole hands the diffolution of the Parlia- 
vegas ghee ment had left the whole power, civil and military, of three kingdoms, 
vate life, was born at Eiuntingdon,. the Jaft year of the former century, of a very good fa- 

mily; tho’ he himfelf, being the fon ofa fecend. brother, inherited but a {mall eftate 
from his father. In the courfe of his education: he had been fent to the univerfity; 
but his genius was found little fitted for the calm and elegant occupations of learning; 
and he made {mall proficiency in his ftudies. He even threw himfelf into a very 
diffolute and diforderly courfe of life ; and in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and 
country riots, he confumed the more early years of his youth, and diflipated part of 
his fortune. All of a fudden, the {pirit of reformation feized him ; he married, 
affected a grave and compofed behaviour, entered into all the zeal and rigour of the 
puritanical party, and offered to reftore to every one whatever fums he had formerly 
gained by gaming. The fame vehemence of temper, which had tranfported him 
into the extremes of pleafure, now diftinguifhed his religious habits. His houfe was 
the refort of all the zealous clergy of the party ; and his hofpitality, as well as his 
liberalities to the filenced and deprived minifters, proved as chargeable as his former 
debaucheries. Tho’ he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, he 
found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he was obliged to take a farm at Se. 
Ives, and apply himfelf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeflion. But this 
expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther debts and difficulties. The long 
prayers which he faid to his family in the morning and again in the afternoon, 
coniumed his own time and that of his ploughmen; and he referved no lei- 
zure for the care of his temporal affairs. His aGtive mind, fuperior to the low 
occupations, to which he was condemned, preyed upon itfelf; and he indulged his 
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imagination in vifions, illuminations, revelations ; the great nourifhment of that 
hypocondriacal temper, to which he was ever fabje&. Urged by his wants and his 
devotions, he had formed a party with Hambden, his near kiniman, who was prefied 
ouly by the latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England, now become 
the retreat of the more zealous among the puritanical party ; and it was an order 
of council, which obliged them to difembark and remain in England. The earl of 
Bedford, who poffeffed a large eftate in the Fen Country, near the ifle of Ely, 
having undertaken to drain thefe morafies, was obliged to apply to the King ; and 
by the powers of royal prerogative, he got commiffioners appointed, who conducted 
that work, and divided the new acquired land among the feveral proprietors. He 
met with oppofition from many, among whom Cromwel diftinguifhed himfelf , and 
this was the firft public opportunity, which he had met with, of difcovering the 
factious zeal and obftinacy of his character. 

From accident and intrigue he was chofen by the town of Cambridge member 
of the long Parliament. His domettic aifairs were then in great diforder; and 
he feemed not to poffefs any talents, which could qualify him to rife inthat public 
fphere, into which he was now at laft. entered. His perfon was ungraceful, his 
drefs flovenly, his voice untuneable, his elocution homely, tedious, obfcure, and 
embarrafied. The fervour of his fpirit frequently prompted him to rife in the 


houfe: but he was heard with no attention : His name, for above tivo years, Is 


not to be found oftner than twice in any committee ; and thofe committees, into 
which he was admitted, were chofen for affairs, which would more intereft the 
zealots than the men of bufinefs. In comparifon of the eloquent fpeakers and fine 
gentlemen of the houfe he was entirely overlooked; and his friend Mambden 
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partly from that motive, partly from the uncontroleable fury of his zeal, he al- 
ways joined that party, which pufhed every thing to extremity againft the King. 
He was very aétive for the famous remonftrance, which was the fignal for all the 
enfuing commotions ; and when, after a long debate, 1t was catried by a fmalh 
majority, he told lord Falkland, that, if the queftion had been loft, he was re- 
folved next day to have converted into ready money the remains of his fortune, 
and immediately to have left the kingdom. Nor was this refolution, he faid, pe- 
culiar to himfelf:; Many others of his party he knew to be equally determined. 
He was no lefs than forty three years of age, when he firft embraced the mili- 
tary profeffion 5 and by force of genius, without any mafter, he foon became an 


excellent officer ; tho’ perhaps he never reached the fame of a confummate com- 
lander, 


Chap. IT. 
1653. 












es 








HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Co 


4 
: 


mander.» He raifed a troop of horfe, fixed his quarters in Cambridge, exerted 


er 


S 
and fhowed himfelf a man who would go all lengths in favour of that caufe, which 
he had efpoufed. He would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads. with 
thofe fubtilities of-fighting by the King’s authority againft his perfon, and of 
obeying his Majefty’s orders fignified by both houfes of Parliament :, He plainly 
told them, that, if he.met the King in battle, he would fire a piftol in his face. as 
readily as again{t any, other man. » His troop of horfe he foon augmented to a re- 
giment, and firftinftituted that difcipline and infpired that {pirit, which rendered 
the parliamentary armies, in the end victorious. ‘‘ Your troops,’’:faid he to 
THambden, according to his own account*, ‘* are moft of them old decayed 


oreat feverity towards that univerfity, which,zealoufly adhered to the royal party; 
| 


“* ferving men and tapfters, and fuch kindof fellows ; thé King’s forces are com- 
‘* pofed of gentlemen’s younger fons and perfons of good quality. And do you 
** think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low fellows as ours will ever 
“* be able toencounter gentlemen, that have honour and courage and refolution in 
** them ? You muit get men of fpirit; and take it not ill that I fay, of a fpirit, 
“* that is likely to go as far as gentlemen will go, orelfe I am {ure you will ftill be 
** beaten, as you have -hitherto been, in every rencounter.”” He did as he pro- 
pofed. He inlifted frecholders and farmer’s fons. He carefully invited into his re- 
giment all the: zedlous fanatics thro’out England. When colleéted in a body, 
their enthufiaftic fpirit ftill rofe to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own 
natural character, as much as from policy, was fufficiently inclined to encreafe the 
flame. He preached, he prayed, he fought, he punifhed, he rewarded. The 
wildenthufiafm, together with valour and difcipline, ftill propagated itfelf ; and all 
men caft their eyes on fo pious and fo fuccefsful a leader. From low commands, 
he rofe with great rapidity to be really the firft, tho’ in appearance only the fe- 
cond, inthe army. By fraud and violence, he foon rendered himfelf the firft in 
the flate. In proportion to the encreafe of his authority, his talents feemed al- 
ways to expand themfelves ; and he difplayed every day new abilities, which had 
Jain dormant till the. very emergence, by which they were called forth into a@tion. 
All Europe ftood aftonifhed. to fee a nation, fo turbulent and unruly, who, for 
encroachments on their privileges, had dethroned and murdered an excellent 
Prince, defcended from a Jong line of monarchs, now at laft fubdued and reduced 
to flavery by one, who, a few years before, was no better than a private gentle- 
man, whofe name was not known in the nation, and who was very little regarded 
even in that low fphere, to which he had always been confined. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH. 49 


THe indignation, entertained by the people, againit an authority, founded 6 
[ p on 


GuUtLii V5 LOUTIU 
fuch manifeft ufurpation, was not fo violent: as might naturally be expected, 
Congratulatory acdrefles, the firft of, the kind, were-made to Cromwel by ¢ 
fleet, the army, even many of the chief corporations-and counties. of J ngland ; 


but. efpecially by the bie: al congregations of pretended faints, difperfed thro’ 


out the ki ingdom *, The Royalifts, tho’ they could.not love the.man, who-had 


saa 


embrued his. hands in the blood of their fovereign, expected more lenity from 


him, than from. the jealous and. imperious Republicans, who had hitherio go- 
verned... The ainriadecalore: were pleafed to fee thofe_men, by whom they had 


been outwitted and expelled, now ao the end expelled and outwitted °y their own 
fervant; and they slate d him for this laft a& of ‘violenc upon the Parliament, 


i 
he “bulk of the nation, and es the people in f 
tolerable temper. All men, likewife, harraffed with wars.and faGio ns, were glad 
to fee any profpect of juftice and fettlement, And they efteemed itlefs Ignomini- 
ous to fubmit to a perfon of fuch daiaEe talents and capacity than to a num- 
t a f . = l le m } ry L° } * is r . ” , 7 a 
ber oF ignoole enthuliaitic hypocrites, who, under the name ofa Republic, had 


reduced them to a-cruel. fubjedtion. 


Thefe two parties compofed. 


Tut Republicans being dethroned by Cromwel, were the party whofe refent- 
ment he had the greateft reafon to apprehend. That party, befides the indepen- 


dants, contained two fets of men, who are fee mingly of the moft oppofite prin- 


ciples, but who were then united by a fimilitude of genius and of character. Th 


_ ee 
& iy 


firtt and moft numerous were the Millenaria: ns or Filth Monarchy men, who in- 


be abolifhed, except what arofe from piety and holinefs;. who expected fuddenly 


fifted, that,. dominion being founded in grace, all diftindion of magiftracy mutt 


the fecond coming of Chrift upon earth; and who pretended, that the 


faints in 
the mean while, that is, themfelves, were alone entitled to govern. The fecond 
were the Deifls, who had no other object than political liberty, who denied en 


sua 


; tirely 
the trut i of revelation, and infinuated, that all the various fe ets, fo heated againtt 
each other, were. a 


like founded in error. Men-of fuch daring geniufes were no¢ 
contented with. the eftablithed forms of civil covernment; but challén 
of freedom beyond what they expected, under any Mor archy, ‘ever to enjoy, 
Martin, Challoner, Harrington, Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, were efteemed the 

heads of this fmall divifion, 

Tae Deilts, Cromwel perfeétly hated, becaufe he had no hold of enthufiafm 
by which he could govern or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with 
ereat rigor and difdain, and ufually denominated them the Heathens. As the 

Vou. I. H Millenariang 


* See Milton’s State papers. 


eee 
em — 7 - "> 


a 


: re 


H 
i 
: 













Chap. If, 














i - 9 

BOS 3° 

. 7 ~ Ry 
Barebone 8 
Paruament, 








h af. fu! 
4th OT juy: 


50 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


a 


Millenarians had a great intereft in the army, it was much more important 
for him to gain their confidence; and their fize of underftanding afforded him 
oreat facility in deceiving them. Of late years, it had been fo ufual a topic of 
converfation to difcourfe of Parliaments and Councils and Senates, and the fol- 
diers themfelves had been fo much accuftomed to enter into that fpirit, that Crom- 
wel thought it requifite to eftablifh fomething which might bear the face of a 
Commonwealth. He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, had thrown the 
whole right as well as power of government into his hands ; and without any 
more ceremony, by the advice of his council of officers, he fent fummons to a 
hundred and twenty eight perfons of different towns and counties of England, to 
Eve of Scotland, to fix of Ireland. The fupreme authority of the ftate he pre- 
tended, by his fole aét and deed, to devolve upon thefe perfons. This legiflative 
power they were to exercife during fifteen months ; and they were afterwards to 
choofe the fame number of perfons, who might fucceed them in that high and im- 
portant office. 

Tuere were great numbers at that time, always difpofed to adhere to the power, 
which was uppermott, and to fupport the eftablifhed government. This maxim 1s 
not peculiar to the people of that age; but what may be efteemed peculiar to them, 
is, that there prevailed an hypocritical phrafe for exprefiing fo prudential a conduct : 
It was called a waiting upon providence. When providence, therefore, was fo kind 
as to beftow on thefe perfons, now affembled together, the fupreme authority, 
they muft have been very ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had been wanting in 
complaifance towarJs it. They immediately voted themfelves a Parliament ; and 
having their own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel, for their legiflative 
authority, they now proceeded very gravely to the exercife of it. It muft be con- 
feffed, that the nation, when it muft fubmit to be governed by fuch thin pretexts 
as thefe, was reduced to great fubjection ; or if thofe pretexts were requifite, in 
order to deceive the military enthufiafts, thefe muft have been fo blind and ftu- 
pid, that the groffeft impofitions might have fucceeded with them. 

In this notable aflembly were fome perfons of the rank of gentlemen; but the 
far greateit part were low mechanics; Fifth Monarchy men, Anabaptifts, Anti- 


nomians, Independants; the very dregs of the whole fanatics, themfelves the 
dregs of the human {pecies. They began with feeking God by prayer. This of- 


4 Pe = | : + vr : " r ts ir ba 
fice was performed by eight or ten g7fted men of the aflembly; and with fo much 
. avis Com ; a 
fuccefs, that, according to the confeilion of all, they had never before, in any of 

‘ } : SES. o> a. se 
their devout exercifes, enjoyed fo much of the holy fpirit as was then communi- 
a’ », ee 7ere ; } 

cated tothem. Their hearts were no doubt, dilated when they confidered the high 
dignity, 
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dignity, to which they fuppofed themfelves exalted. They had been told by Crom- 
wel in his firft difcourfe, that he never looked to fee fuch a day, when Chriit fhould 
be fo owned *: They thought it therefore their duty to proceed to 2 thorow re- 
formation, and to pave the way for the reign of the Redeemer, and for that great 
work, which, it was expected, the Lord was to bring forth among them. Ail 
fanatics, being confecrated by their own fond imaginations, naturally bear an an- 
tipathy to the clergy, who claim a peculiar fanctity, derived merely from their of- 
fice and prieftly character. This Parliament took into confideration the abolition 
of the clerical function, as favouring of popery; and the taking away tythes, 
which they called a relict of Judaifm. Learning alfo and the univerfities they 
deemed heathenifh and unneceflary: The common law they denominated a badge 
of the conqueft and of Norman flavery ; and threatened the lawyers with a total 
abrogation of their profeffion. Some fteps were even taken towards an abolition 
of the chancery +, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom 3 and the Mo- 
faical law was intended to be eftablifhed as the fole fyftem of Englifh jurii- 
prudence f. 


Or all the extraordinary fchemes, adopted by thefe legiflators, they had not lei- 
zure to finifh any, except that which eftablifhed the legal folemnization of marriage 
by the civil magiftrate alone, without the interpofition of the clergy. They found 
themfelves expofed to the derifion of the public. Among the fanatics of the houfe, 
there was a very active member, much noted for long prayers, fermons, and ha- 
ranoues. He was a leather-feller in London: His name Praife-god Barebone. 
This ridiculous name, which feems to have been chofen by fome poet or allegorift 

; Fi 2 to 


* Thefe are his expreflions. ‘* Indeed, I have but one word more to fay to you, tho’ in that per- 
‘¢ haps I fhall fhow my weaknefs : It is by way of encouragement to you inthis work ; give me leave 
‘€ to begin thus: I confefs I never looked to have feen fuch a day as this, it may be nor you neither, 


© when Jefus Chrift fhould be fo owned as he is at this day and in this work. Jefus Chrift is owned 
«¢ this day by your call, and you own him by your willingnefs to appear for him, and you manifett 
«* this (as far as poor creatures can do) to be a day of the power of Chrift. I know you well re- 


‘* member that fcripture, Ae makes his people willing in the day of his power. God manifetts it to be 
‘‘ the day of the power of Chrift, having thro’ fo much blood and fo much tryal as has been upon 
‘ this nation, he makes this one of the greateft mercies, next to his own fon, to have his people 

7 


« called to the fupremé authority. God hath owned his fon, and hath owned you, and hath made 


ae 7? + 


“ yon toown him. I confefs, Inever looked-to have feen fuch aday: Idid not.” I fuppofe at this 
paflage he cried : For he was very much given to weeping, and could at any time fhed a sundance of 
tears. The reft of the fpeech may be feen among Milton’s State papers, page 106. It is very cuii- 
ous, and full of the fame obf{curity, confufion, embarafilment and abfurdity, which appear in almoft 
all Oliver’s: productions. | 


1 da at Whitehall 
* + Whitelocke, p. 5435 548: 7 + Conference held at Whitehall. 
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nage, ftruck the fancy of the people; and they com- 
a s- 


).) 


to fuit fo ridiculous a perfo 
nonly affixed to this affembly the denomination of Barcbone’s Parliament mi | 
Tue Dutchambafiadors endeavoured toenter into negotiation withthisParliament; 
but tho’ proteftants and even prefbyterians, they met with a very*bad reception 
from thofe who pretended to a fanétity fo much fuperior. The Hollanders were te- 
garded as worldly minded men, intent only on commerce and induftry ; whom it 
was fitting the faints fhould firft eradicate, ere they undertook that great work, ‘to 
which they believed themfelves by providence deftined, of fabduing Antichrift, the 
man of fin, and extending to the uttermoft bounds of the earth the kingdom of 
he Redeemer +. The ambaffadors, finding themfelves proferibed, not as enemies 
of England, but of Chrift, remained in aftonifhment, and knew not which was 
moft to be admired, the implacable fpirit or egregious folly of thefe pretended faints. 


Cromwet began to be afhamed of ‘his legiflature. If he ever had any other 
defizn in fammoning fo prepofterous an aflembly beyond amufing the populace and 
the army ; he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers’; and he had fo far 
facceeded as to make them defire any other government, which might fecure their 
profeffions, now brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel himfelf 
was diffatished, that the Parliament, tho’ they had received all their authority from 
him, began to pretend power from the Lord *, and to infift already on their divine 


commiffiion. Hehad carefully fummoned in his writs feveral perfons entirely de- 


voted 
* Tt was ufual for the pretended faints at that time to change their names from Henry, Edward, 
Anthony, William, which they regar ted as heathenifh, into others more fanétified and godly: Even 
the New Teftament names, James, Andrew, John, Peter, were not held in fuch regard as thofe bor 
rowed from the Old Teftament, Hezekiah, Habbakuk, Jofhua, Zerobabel. Sometimes, a whole 
godly fentence was adopted as a name. Here are the names of a jury enclofed in the county of Suffex 
about that time. 
Accepted, Trevor of Norfham. | Return, Spelman of Watling. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. Be Faithful, Joiner of Britling. 
Faint not, Hewit of Heathfield. | Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame. 
Make peace, Heaton of Hare. Fight the good Fight of Faith, White of Emer. 


God Reward, Smart of Fivehurft. : More Fruit, Fowler of Eaft Hadley. 
Stand faft on high, Stringer of Crowhurtt. Hope for, Bending of the fame. 
Earth, Adams of Warbleton. Graceful, Harding of Lewes. 

Yalled, Lower of the fame. Weep not, Billing of the fame. 
Kill Sm, Pimple of Witham. | Meek Brewer of Okeham. 


See Brome’s Travels into England, p. 279. ‘¢ Cromwel,” fays an anonymous author of thofe times, 
‘« hath beat. up his drums clean thro’ the Old Teftament. You may learn the genealogy of our Sa- 
“ vior by the names of his regiment. The mufter-mafter has no other lift, than the fir chapter of 
“ St. Matthew.” 
+ Thurloe, Vol. I. p.273, 591. Alfo Stubbe, p. gi, 92. 
* ‘Thurloe,, Vol. I. p. 393- 
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voted to him. Byiconcert, thefe met early ; «andit was mentioned by fome among Chap Il. 
them, that the fitting of this Parliament any longer would be of no fervice to the 


1. L053 
5 nation. ‘They haftened therefore, to Cromy el, along with Roufe, their Siciclet roth of De- 
, and by a formal deed or affignment, refigned back into his ha ands that fupreme au- cember. 
; thority, which they had:fo lately received from him. General Harrifon and about 
\ twenty more remained in the houfe 5 and that they might prevent the reign of the 
. faints from coming to.an untimely end, they placed one Moyer im the chair, and 
. began to draw up protefts. They were foon interrupted by co! lonel White, with a 
v party of foldiers. He afked them what they did there. ‘* Weare feeking the 
es « Lord,” faid they. ‘* Then you may go elfewhere,” capac he: For to my 
ag ss certain knowledge, he has not been here thefe feveral years.” 
S. THE ™ ilitary being now'in appearance, as well as in reality, the fole power which 
ret prevailed in the nation, Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy: For he 
nd feems not to have had any concerted pan in all thefe sheceuthobels ian. 
tee Sy his creature, who, under the appearance of obfequioufnefs, indulged a moft un- 
ms bounded ambition, propofed in a council of officers to —r BnOcher fcheme of 
(lf sovernnient, and to temper the liberty of a Commonwealth by the authority ‘of a 


fingle perfon, who fhould be known by the appellation of Prote&tor. Without Cromwet 


“ON) 
3 delay, he prepared what was called the Inftrument of Government, SiStON IN otk le sir 
a the plan of this new legiflature ; and as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to the ge- pert 
Ee neral, it was immediately voted by the council of officers. Cromwel was declared 
ted Protector; and with great folemnity inftalled in that high office. 
2 So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit of legiflation, that they con- 
i fefied or rather boafted, thatthey had emp loyed only four days in drawings this in- 
gle ftrument, by which the whole government of the thre piso, for all fucceed- 
alex ing ages, was pretend ded to be regulated and —— There appears no datieule lt) 
in believing them ; when it is condicieeill how crude and undigefted a fy{tem of p: 
litics they endeavou red to eftablifh. The chief articles of the Inftrument are ‘hele 
A. council was appointed, which was not to scabs twenty one, nor be lefs than 
ih thirteen perfons.. Thefe were to enjoy their office during life or good behaviour ; 
and in cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three, of whom the Pro- 
teftor chofe one. Lhe Protector: was appointed the fupreme magiftrate of the 
Commonwealth : In his name was all juftice adminiftered; from him were all ma 
oiftracy and all honours derived s ‘he hal the power of j vardoniia all crimes, except- 
ims ing murder and treafon ; to him the benefit of all forfeitures devolved: ‘The riche 
r Sa of peace, wat, and alliance, reftedin him; but in thefé particulars he was to act 
or oF entirely by the advice and with the content of his council. The power of the {word 
was 
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was Vetted in the Protector, jointly with the Parliament, while it was fitting, or with 
the council of ftate in the intervals. He was obliged to fummon a Parliament every 
three years, and allow them to fit five months, without adjournment, prorogation, 
or diffolution. The bills, which they enacted, were to be prefented to the Protector 
for his confent; but if within twenty days, it was not obtained, they were to 
pafs into laws by the authority alone of the Parliament. A ftanding army for 
Britain and Ireland was eftablifhed, of 20,000 foot and 10,000 horfe ; and funds 
were afligned for their fupport. Thefe were not to be diminifhed without confent 
cf the Protector ; and in this article alone he aflumeda negative. During the in- 
tervals of Parliament, the Protector and council had the power of enaéting laws, 
which were valid till the firft meeting of Parliament. The chancellor, treafurer, 
admiral, chief governors of Ireland and Scotland, and the chief juftices of both 
the benches muft be chofen with the approbation of Parliament; and in the inter- 
vals, with the approbation of the council, to be afterwards ratified by. Parliament: 
The Protector enjoyed his office during life; and on his death, the place was im- 
mediately to be fupplied by the council. This was the inftrument of government 
enacted. by the council of officers, and folemnly fworn to by Oliver Cromwel. 
The council of fkate named by the Inftrument were fifteen ; men entirely devoted 
to the Protector, and not likely, by reafon of the oppofition among themfelves in 
party and principles, ever to combine againft him. 

Cromwet faid, that he accepted the dignity of Proteétor, merely that he might 
exert the duty of a conftable, and preferve peace in the nation. Affairs indeed 
were brought to that pafs, by the furious animofities of the feveral factions, that 
the extenfive authority and even arbitrary power of fome firft magiftrate was 
become a neceffary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing into blood 
and confufion. The Independants were too fmall a party ever to eftablith a popu- 
lar government, or entruft the nation, where they had fo little intereft, with the free 
choice of its own reprefentatives. The prefbyterians had adopted the violent max- 
ims of perfecution ; incompatible at all times with the peace of fociety, much 
more with the wild zeal of thofe numerous feéts, which prevailed among the 
people. The Royalifts were fo much enraged by the injuries, which they had fuf- 
fered, that the other prevailing parties would never fubmit to them, who, they 
knew, merely by the execution of the antient laws, were enabled to take {uch fe- 
vere revenge upon them. Had Cromwel been culty of no crime but this tem- 
porary ufurpation, the plea of neceffity and public good, which he alleged, might 
be allowed, in every view, a very reafonable excufe for his condud, 
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Durine the variety of ridiculous and difraéted fcenes, which the civil govern- 
ment prefented in England, the military force was exerted with the utmoit vigor, 
condu@t, and unanimity ; and never did the kingdom appear more formidable to 
all foreign nations. ‘Near the coaft of Flanders, Tromp with a mighty fleet of a 


hundred fail, met the Englifh fleet, equally numerous, commanded by Monk 


and Dean, and under them by Pen and Laufon. The two republics were not 
inflamed by any national antipathy, and their interefts very little interfered: Yet 


few battles have been fought with more fierce and obftinate courage than were 
thofe many naval combats, which occurred during this fhort, but violent war. 


The defire of remaining fole lords of the ocean animated thefe {tates to an honou- 
rable emulation againft each other. After a battle of two days, in the firft of 
which Dean was killed, the Dutch, infcrior in the fize of their fhips, were obliged, 
with great lofs, to retire into their harbours. Blake, towards the end of the fight, 
joined his countrymen with 18 fail. The Englith fleet lay off the coaft of Holland, 
and totally interrupted the commerce of that republic. 

Tue ambaffadors, whom the Dutch had fent into England, gave them hopes of 
peace. But as they could obtain no ceflation of hoftilities, the ftates, unwilling to 
fuffer any longer the lofs and difgrace of being blockaded by their enemy, made the 
utmoft efforts to recover their injured honour. Never on any occafion did the power 
and vigor of that {tate appear in a more confpicuous light. In afew weeks, 
they had repaired and manned their fleet ; and they equipped fome fhips of a larger 
fize, than any which they had hitherto fet to fea. “Fromp iffued out, determined 
again to fight the victors, and to die rather than to yield the conteft. Hemet with 
the enemy, commanded by Monk; and both fides immediately rufhed into the 
combat. Tromp, gallantly animating his men, with the fword drawn, was fhot 
thro’ the heart with a mufquet ball. This event alone decided the battle in favour 
of the Englifh. Tho’ near thirty fhips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they 
little regarded this lofs compared with that of their brave admiral. 


v C> 


MeEanwuite the negotiations of peace were continually advancing. The 
{tates, overwhelmed with the expences of the war, terrified by their loffés, and 
mortified by their defeats, were infinitely defirous of an accommodation with an 
enemy whom they found, by experience, to be too powerful for them. The 
King having fhown a defire to ferve on board their feet; tho” they exprefied their 
fenfe of the honour intended them, they declined an offer, which might enflame the 
quarrel with the Englifh Commonwealth. The great obftacle to the peace was 
found to be not any animofity in the Englith; but on the contrary a defire too 
earneft of union and confederacy. Cromwel had revived the chimerical {cheme of'a 
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CROMWEL, Jealous of the connexions betwixtthe royal family and that of Orange, \ 
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liberty, fecretly ratified this article. “The Protector, wi that the other pro- 
7rinces would never be induced to make fuch a conceflion, was fatished with that 
fecurity. 

Tue Dutch war, being fueccefsful, and the peace reafonable, brought credit to 
Cromwel’s ma tins a An act of juftice, which he exercifed at home 
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in London, 
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offence, and having butchered him “id h many wounds, they all took fhelter in the 
lhe populace furrounded the sdeeae and threatened to fet it on fire. ca fent 

a guard, who feized a!) the criminals. They were brought totryal: And notwith- 
{tanding the proteftations of the ambaffador, who pleaded the privileges of his of. 

Don Pantaleon was executed on Towe -hill. The laws of nations were here 
plainly violated: But the crime committed by the Portuguefe gentleman was to 
the laft degree atrocious; and the vigorous chaftifement of it, fuiting fo well the 
was univerfally approved at home and admired 
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among foreign nations. ‘The fituation of Portugal obliged that court to acquielce ; 
and the ambaffador foon after figned with the Protector a treaty of peace and alli- 
ance, which was very advantageous to the Enelifh commerce. 

Anotuer act of feverity, but neceffary in his fituation, the Proteétor, at the very 
{fame time, exercifed by the capital punifhment of Gerard and Vowel, two Royalifts, 
who were accufed of confpiring againft his life. He had erected a high court of 
juttice for their trial ; an infringment of the antient Jaws, which at this time was be- 
come familiar, but one to which no cuftom or precedent could reconcile the nation. 
Juries were found altogether unmanageable. The reftlefs Lilburn, for new offen- 
ces, had been brought to a new trial; and had been acquitted with new tri- 
umph and exultation. If no other method of conviction had been devifed dur- 
ing this illegal and unpopular government, all its enemies were affured of entire 
impunity. . 

Tue Protector had occafion to obferve how unpopular bis government was, by 
the difpofition of the Parliament, which he fummoned on the third of September, 
that day of the year, on which he gained his two great victories of Dunbar and Wor- 
cefter, and which he always regarded as fortunate for him. It muft be confefled, 
that, if we are left to gather Cromwel’s intentions from his inftrument of govern- 
ment, it is fuch a motley piece, that we cannot eafily conjecture, whether he feri- 
oufly meant to eftablifh a tyranny or arepublic. On the one hand, a firft maci- 
ftrate, in fo extenfive a government, feemed requifite both for the dignity and tran- 
quillity of the ftate ; and the authority, which he affumed as Proteétor, was, in fome 
refpects, inferior to the prerogatives, which the laws entrufted and ftill entruft to 
the King. On the other hand, the legiflative power, which he referved to himfelf 
and council, together with fo great an army, independant of the parliament, were 
bad prognoftics of his intention to fubmit to a civil and legal conttitution. But if 
this was not his intention, the method, in which he diftributed and condu&ed the 
elections, being fo favourable to liberty, form an inconfiftency which is not eafily 
accounted for. He deprived of their right of election all the {mall burroughs, 
places much expofed to influence and corruption. Of 400 members, which repre- 
fented England, 270 were chofen by the counties. The reft were elected by Lon- 
don and the more confiderable corporations. The lower populace too, fo eafily 
guided or deceived, were excluded from the elections: An eftate of 200 pounds 
value was requifite to entitle any one to a vote. The eleétions of this Parliament 
were conducted with perfect freedom; and, excepting that fuch of the Royalifts as 
had borne arms again{t the Parliament and all their fons were excluded, a more 
fair reprefentation of the people could not be defired nor expected. Thirty mem- 
bers were returned from Scotland ; as many from Ireland. 
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38 WISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
Tue Protector feems to have been difappointed, when he found, that all thefé 


precautions, which were probab’y nothing but covers to his ambition, had not pro- 
] 


cured him the confidence of the public. Tho’ Cromwel’s adminiftration was leis. 
odious to every party than tha it of any other party, yet was it entirely acceptable to 
none of them. The Royalifts had be en inftruéted by the King to remain quiet, 
and to cover themfelves under the appearance of Republicans ; and they foutid in 
this latter faction fach inveterate hatred againft the Protector, that they could not 
with for more zealous adverfaries to his authority. It was fmatritained by them, 
that the pretence of liberty and nae election was but a new artifice of this grand 
deceiver, in order to lay afleep the deluded nation, and give himfelf leizure to rivet 


their chains more fecurely upon them: That in the edition of government he 
openly declared his intention of ftil ite retaining the fame mercenary army, by whofe 


eAitance] he had 


i 
lefs feraple obey him, in overturi on whenever he fhould pleafe to order them, that 


new ited which he himfelf had been pleafed to mode l: That being fenfible of 
the danger and uncertainty of all military government, he endeavoured to intermix 


és 5 > * * 


‘abdued the antient, eftablifhed government, and w ho would with 


fome appearance, and but an ~ of civil adminiftration, and to ballance 
the army by a feeming confent of the people : That the abfurd trial, which he had 
made of a Parliament, elected by himfelf, appointed perpetually to elect their fuc- 
ceffors, alain y proved, that he aimed at nothing but temporary expedients, was 
otally averfe to a free republican government, and Seeing not that mature and 
deliberate refleCtion, which could q yualify him to act the part of a legiflator: That 


his imperious character, which had bet ayed itfelf in fo many incidents, would 
never ferioufly fubmit to legal limitations; nor would the very image of popular 


covernment be longer upheld than wh ile it was conformable to his arbitrary will 
and pleafure: And that the beft policy was to o blige him to take off the mafk at 
once ; and either fubmit entirely to that Parliament which he had fummoned, or 
by totally rejecting its authority, leave himfelf no refource but his feditious and 

enthufiaftic army. 
profecution of thefe views, the Parliament, havine heard the Protector’s 
fpeech three hours long *, and having chofen Lenthal for their fpeaker, imme- 
diately entered into a difcuffion of the pretended inftrument of government, and of 
that authority, which Cromwel, under the title of Protector, had affumed over the 
nation. The greateft liberty was ufed in arraigning this new « lignity ; and even the 
perfonal character and conduct of Cromwel elcabed’ not altogether without cenfure. 
The utmoft, which could be obtained by the officers and by the court party, for fo 
they were called, was, by arguments and long fpeeches, to protract the debate, and 
prevent 


* Thurloe, vol. . p. 588, 
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prevent the decifion of a queftion, which, they were fenfible, would, by a creat Chap. Ul. 
majority, be carried againft them. The Protector, furprifed and enraged at this 
refractory {pirit in the Pa rliament, which however he had fo much reafon to expect, 
fent for them-to the Painted Chamber, and with an air of great authority leieislicc 
acainft their conduct. He told them, that nothing could be more abfurd than 
for them to difpute his title; fince the fame inftrument of government, which 

jade them a Parliament, had invefted him with the hia: that fome 
peints in the new conftitution were fuppofed to be fundamentals, and were not, on 
any pretext, to be altered or difputed ; that among thefe were to be efteemed the 
covernment of the nation by one perion and a Parliament, their jojnt authority 
over the army and militia, the luccefii on of new Parliaments, and liberty of con- 
{cience; and that, with regard to thefe particulars, there was referved to him a 


. 


fC e « ~~. 1. ad c ry. 
i government, he contelied 


negative voice, to which, in the other circumftances o 
himfelf no way intitled. 

Tue Protector now found himfelf neceffitated to.exact a fecurity, which, had he 
forefeen the fpirit of the houfe, he would with much better grace have required at 
their firft meeting *.. He obliged the members to fign a recognition of his autho- 
rity, and an engagement not to p ropofe or confent to an Ly alteration of the covern- 
ment, as it was “fettled in one fingle perfon and a Par! Beene and he placed 
suards at the door of the houfe, who allowed none but fubfcribersto enter. Mott 
ofthe members, after fome hefitation, fubmitted tothis Aaaee 3 - but retained the 
fame refractory fpirit, which they had difcovered in their firft debates. The in- 
{trument of government was taken in pieces, and examined, one article after ano- 
ther, with the moft fcrupulous accuracy: Very free topics were advanced with the 
general approbation of the houfe: And during the whole courfe of their tranfac- 
tions, they neither fent up one law to the Protector, nor took any notice of him. 
Being informed, that confpiracies were entered into between the members and 
fome malecontent officers of the army he haftened to a diffolution of fo danger- 
ous an afiembly. By the inftrument of government, to which he had fworn, no 16: 
Parliament could be diffolved, till it had fate five months ; but Cromwel pretend- cerote eee dy 
ed, that a month contained only twenty-eight days, ecorahig to the method of 
computation practiled i in paying the fleet nd army. The full time, therefore, ac- 
cording to this reckoning, being elapfed ; the Parliament was ordered to attend 
the Protector, where he made them a tedious, confufed, angry harangue, and 
difmiffed them.. Were we to judge of Cromwel’s capacity by this, and in- 
deed by all his other compofitions, we fhould be apt to entertain no very { 
vourable idea of it. But in the great variety of human geniufes, there are tsi. 


which, 
* Thurloe, vol, ii. p. 620. 
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which, tho’ they fee their object clearly and diftin@ly in general; yet, when they 
come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writing, lofe that luminous conception, 
which they had before attained. All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromwel a 
tirefome, dark, unintelligible elocution, even when he had no intention to difguife 
his meaning : Yet no man’s actions were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult inci- 
dents, more decifive and judicious. 

Tur eleéting a difcontented Parliament is a fure proof of a difcontented nation: 
The angry and abrupt diffolution of that Parliament is fure always to encreafe the 
general difcontent. The members of this affembly, returning to their counties, 
propagated that fpirit of mutiny, which they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry 
Vane and the old Republicans, who maintained the indiffoluble authority of the 
long Parliament, encouraged the murmurs againf{t the prefent ufurpation ; tho” 
they acted fo cautioufly as to give the Protector no handle againft them. Wildman 
and fome others of that party carried farther their confpiracies again{t the Protec- 
tor’s authority. The Royalifts, obferving this general ill will towards the efta- 
blifhment, could no longer be retained in fubjection; but fancied, that every one, 
who was diffatisfied like them, had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations, 
They confidered not, that all the old parliamentary party, tho’ many of them were 
difpleafed with Cromwel, who had difpoffefled them of their power, were ftill 
more apprehenfive of any fuccefs to the royal caufe; whence, befides a certain pro- 
fpeét of the fame inconvenience, they had fo much reafon to dread the feverett 
vengeance for their paft tranfgreffions. 


In concert with the King a confpiracy was entered into by the Royalifts thro’out 
England, anda day of general rifing appointed. Information of this defign was. 
conveyed toCromwel. The Protector’s adminiftration was extremely vigilant. 
Thurloe, his fecretary, had f{piesevery where. Manning, who had accefs-to the 
King’s family, kept a regular correfpondence with him. And it was not difficule 
to obtain intelligence of a confederacy, fo generally diffufed among a party, who 
valued themfelves more on zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and fobriety. Many 
of the Royalifts were thrown into prifon, Others, on the approach of the day, were 
terrified with the danger of the undertaking, and remained at home. In one place 
alone the confpiracy broke out into action. Penruddoc, Groves, Jones, and other 
gentlemen of the weft, entered Salifbury with about 200 horfe; at the very time 
when the fheriff and judges were holding the aflizes. _Thefe they made prifoners ; 
and proclaimed the king. Contrary to their expectations, they received no accef- 
fion of force ; {fo prevalent was the terror of the eftablithed government. Having 
in vain wandered about for fome time, they were totally difcouraged ; and one 
troop of horfe was able at laft tofupprefs them. The leaders of the confpiracy, 


being 
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being taken prifoners, were capitally punifhed. The reft were fold for flaves, and 
tranfported to Barbadoes. 


Tur eafy fubduing this infurrection, which, by the boldnefs of the undertaking, 
“Qruck at firft an infinite terror into the nation, was a fingular felicity to the Pro- 
te€tor, who could not, without danger, have brought together any confiderable 
body of his mutinous army, in order to fupprefs it. The very infurreétion itfelf 
he regarded as a fortunate event fince it proved the reality of thofe confpiracies, 
which his enemies, on every occafion, reprefented as mere fictions, invented to 
colour his jealous feverities. He refolved to keep no longer any terms with the 
Royalifts, who, tho’ they were not perhaps the moft implacable of his enemies, 
were thofe whom he could opprefs under the moft plaufible appearances, and who 
met with leaft countenance and protection from his adherents. With the con- 
fent of his council, he iffued an edict for exacting the tenth penny from that whole 
party; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the expences, to which their 
mutinous difpofition continually expofed the public. Without regard to compo- 
fitions, articles of capitulation, or acts of indemnity, all the Royalifts, however 
harrafled with former expences and opprefiions, were obliged anew to redeem them- 
felves by great fums of money ; and many of them were reduced by thefe multi- 
plied difafters to extreme poverty. Whoever was known to be difaffected, or even 
lay under any fufpicion, tho’ no euilt could be proved againft him, was expofed 
to this exaction. 

In order to raife an impofition, fo oppreffive and iniquitous, the Protector infti- 
tuted ten *major-generals; and divided the whole kingdom of England into fo 
many military jurifdictions. Thefe men, affiftted by commiffioners, had power to 
fubject whom they pleafed to decimation, to levy all the taxes impofed by the Pro- 
rector and his council, and to imprifon any perfon who fhould be expofed to their 
jealoufy “or fufpicion ; nor was there any appeal from them but to the Protector 
himfelf and his council. Under colour of thefe powers, which were fufficiently ex- 
erbitant, the major-generals exercifed an authority fill more arbitrary, and acted 
as if abfolute matters of the property and perfon of every fubject. All reafonable 
men now concluded, that the very mafque of liberty was thrown afide, and that 
the nation was for ever fubjected to military and defpotic government, exercifed 
not in the legal manner of Europzean nations, but according to the maxims of 
eaftern tyranny. Not only the fupreme magiftrate owed his authority to illegal 
force and ufurpation : He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivilions 

of 

* Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 88... Moft hiftorians fay, that the major-generals were eleven: Dugdale and 


Bates fourteen, 
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A-GOVERNMENT, totally military and de[potic, is fute, after fome time, to fall 
Into impotence and languor: But when it immediately fucceeds a legal conftitu- 
-tion, it may, at firit, to foreign nations appear very vigorous and aétive, and ex- 
ert with more unanimity that power, fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired 

State of Eu- under a better form of government. It feems now proper, after fo long an inter- 

dete val, to look abroad to the general {tate of Europe, and to confider the mealures, 
which England, at this time, embraced in ‘its negotiations with the neighbouring 
princes... The moderate temper and unwarlike genius of the two lait princes, the 
extreme difficulties under which they laboured at home, and the ereat fecurity which 
they enjoyed from foreign enemies, had rendered them very negligent of the tranf- 
actions of the continent ; and England, during their reigns, had been in a man- 
ner overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. The bold and reftlefs {pirit of 
the Protector led him to extend his alliances and enterprizes to every corner of 
Chriftendom ; and partly from the afcendant of his magnanimous genius, partly 
from the fituation of foreign kingdoms, the weight of England, even under its 
jufteft and braveft princes, was never more fenfibly felt than during this legal 
and violent ufurpation. ~ 

A war of thirty years, the moft fignal and moft furious which had appeared in 
modern annals, was at laft Gnifhed in Germany * ; and by the treaty of Weltphalia, 
were compofed thofe fatal quarrels, which had been excited by the Palatine’s preci- 
pitant acceptance of the crown of Bohemia. The young Palatine was reftored to 
a portion of his dignities and of hisdominions: The rights, privileges, and autho- 
rity of the feveral members of the Germanic body were fixed and afcertained : So- 
vereign Princes and free States were in fome degree reduced to obedience under 
laws: And by the valour of the heroic Guitavus, the enterprizes of the active Riche- 
lieu, the intrigues of the artful Mazarine, was in part effectuated, after an Infinite 
expence of blood and treafure, what had been expected and demanded from the 
fecble efforts of the pacific James, feconded by the fcanty fupplies of his jealous 
Parliaments, 

SWEDEN, which had acquired by conqueft very large dominions in the north of © 
Germany, was engaged in enterprizes, Which promifed her, from her fuccefs and 
valour, {till more extenfive acquifitions on the fide both of Poland and of Denmark. 
Charles the tenth, who had mounted the throne of that Kingdom after the volun- 
tary refignation of Chriftina, being ftimulated by the fame of the great Guftavus as 
well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his conquering arms to the fouth of 


the 





* In 1648, 





THE COMMONWEALTH. 63 


the Baltic, and gained the celebrated victory of Warfaw, which, during the fpace 
of three days, had been obftinately contefted againft him. The Protector, at the 
time his alliance was courted by every power in Europe, anxioufly courted the 
alliance of Sweden; and he was fond of forming a confederacy with a proteftant 
power of fuch renown, even tho’ it threatened the whole north with conqueft and 
fubjection. 


Tue tranfactions of the Parliament and Protector with France had been various 
and complicated. The emiffaries of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the fame 
of rebellion, when it firft broke out in Scotland ; but after the conflagration had 
diffufed itfelf, the French court, obferving the materials to be of themfelves fuf- 
ficiently combuftible, found it unneceffary any longer to animate the Britifh male- 
contents to an oppofition of their Sovereign. On the contrary, they offered their 
mediation for compofing thefe inteftine diforders ; and their ambafiadors, from 
decency, pretended to act in concert with the court of England, and to receive 
direétions from a prince, with whom their mafter was connected by fo near an af- 
finity. Mean while, Richelieu died, and foon after him, the French King, Louis 
the thirteenth; leaving his fon an infant four years old, and his widow, Anne of 
Auftria, regent of the kingdom. | Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the 
miniftry ; and thefame plan of adminiftration, tho’ by men of fuch oppofite cha- 
raéters, was ftill continued in the French councils. The eftablilhment of royal 
authority, the reduction of the Auftrian family, were yurfued with ardor and fuc- 
cefs; and every year brought an acceffion of force and grandeur to the French 
monarchy. Not only battles were gained, towns and fortrefles taken; the genius 
too of the nation feemed gradually to improve, and to compofe itfelf to the {pirit 
of dutiful obedience’ and of fteddy enterprize. A Condé, a Turenne were formed ; 
and the troops animated by their valour, and guided by their difcipline, acquired 
daily a greater afcendant over the Spaniards. All of a fudden, from fome in- 
trigues of the court, and fome difcontents in the courts of judicature, which the 
French call parliaments, inteftine commotions were excited, and every thing re- 
lapfed into confufion. But thele rebellions. of the French, neither ennobled by 
the fpirit of liberty, nor difgraced. by the fanatical extravagancies, which diltin- 


suifhed the Britith civil wars, were conducted with little bloodfhed, and made but 


fmall impreffion on the minds of the people. Tho’ feconded. by the force of 


Spain, and conduéted by the heroic Condé, the nalecontents, in a little time, 
were either expelled or fubdued; and the French monarchy, having loft a few of 
its conquefts, returned again, with frefh vigor, to the acquifition of new do- 
minion. 
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Tar Queen of England and her fon, Charles, during thefe commotions, paffed 
noft of their time at Paris ; and notwithftanding their near connexion of blood, 
received but few civilities, and ftill lefs fupport, from the French court. Had the 
Queen regent been ever fo much inclined to affift the Englith Prince, the diforders 
of her own affairs, for a long time, would have reridered fuch intentions abfolutely 
impracticable. ‘I'he banifhed queen had a moderate penfion affigned hers; but 
it was fo ill payed, and her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, when the Car- 
dinal de Retz waited on her, fhe informed him, that her daughter, the Princefgs 
Henrietta, was obliged to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To fuch a 
condition was reduced, in the midft of Paris, a Queen of England, and daughter 
of Henry the fourth of France ! 

Tue Englith Parliament, however, having affumed the fovereignty of the 
State, refented the countenance, cold as it was, which the French court gave to 
the unfortunate Monarch. Under pretext of injuries, of which their merchants 
complained, they iffued letters of reprizal upon the French; and Blake went fo 
far as to attack and feize a whole fquadron of fhips, which were carrying fupplies 
to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the Spaniards. That town, difappointed of 
thefe {upplies, fell into the enemies hands. The court of France foon found it re- 
quifite to change their meafures. They treated Charles with fuch affected indifs 
ference, that he thought it more decent to withdraw, and to fave them the fhame 
of defiring his abfence. He went firft to Spaw, thence he retired to Cologne ; 
where he lived two years on a fimall penfion, about 6000 pounds a year, payed 
him by the French Monarch, and on fome contributions fent him by his friends 
in England. In the management of his family, he difcovered a difpofition to 
order and oeconomy ; and his temper, cheerful, carelefs, and fociable, was more 
than a fufficient compenfation for that empire, of which his enemies had bereaved 
him. Sir 'dward Hyde, created lord chancellor, and the Marquefs of Ormond, 
were his chief friends and confidents. 

Ir the French miniftry had thought it prudent to bend under the Englith Parlia- 
ment, they efteemed it ftill more requifite to pay deference to the Protector, 
when he affumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by whom all the 

French councils were dire€ted, and who, tho’ a ftranger, had reduced the moft 
powerful kingdom of Europe to fubjection, was artful and vigilant, fupple and 
patient, falfe and intriguing; defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, 
and placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his meafures than in the fplendor 
and magnanimity of the means which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious 
character, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, acquired an afcendant 
Over this man; and each propofal made by the Protector, however unreafonable 
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in itfelf and urged with whatever infolence, met with a ready compliance from the 


a 
~~ 


politic and timid cardinal. Bourdeaux was fent over to England.as minifter; and 
every circumftance of re{pect was payed to the daring ufurper, who had embrued 
his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a prince fo nearly related to the crown of 
France. With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduct this negotiation, 
which Cromwel feemed entirely to neglect ; and tho’ privateers with Einglifh com- 
miflions, committed daily ravages on the French commerce, Mazarine was con- 


tented, in hopes of a fortunate iffue, ftill to fubmit to thefe indignities *, 


Tue court of Spain, lefs conneéted with the unfortunate royal family, and re- 
duced to greater diftrefs than the French monarchy, had been. #l! more forward 
in their advances to the profperous Parliament and Proteétor. Don Alonzo de 
Cardenas, the Spanith envoy, was the firft public minifter, who recognized the 
authority of the new Republic ; and in return of this civility, Afcham was by the 
Parliament fent envoy into Spain. Nofooner had this minifter arrived in Madrid, 
than fome of the banithed Royalifts, inflamed by that inveterate hatred, which 
animated the Englith factions, broke into his chamber, and murdered him together 
with his fecretary. Immediately, they took fanctuary in the churches; and af- 
fifted by the general favour, which every where attended the royal ecaufe, were 
enabled, moft of them, to make their efcape. Only one of the criminals fuffered 
death; and the Parliament feemed to reft contented with this atonement. 


Spain, at this:time, affailed every where by vigorous enemies from without, 
and labouring under many internal diforders, retained nothing of her former enor- 
mous grandeur, except the haughty pridé of her councils, and the hatred’and 
jealoufy. of all her neighbours. Portugal had revolted, and eftablithed its monarchy 
in the houfe of Braganza: Catalonia, complaining of violated privileges, had de- 
livered itfelf over to France: Naples was fhook with unheard-of convulfions: The 
Low Countries were invaded with fuperior forces, and feemed ready to change their 
mafter: The Spanith infantry, antiently fo formidable, had beer, annihilated by 
Condé in the fields of Rocroy : and: tho’ the fame Prince, baniflied France, fuf- 
tained, by his activity and valour, the falling fortunes. of Spain, he could only 
hope to protract, not prevent, the ruin, with which that monarchy was yifibly 
threatned, 


Vou. Il. K Hap 


* ‘Thurloe, Vol. ili, p. 103, 619, 653. In the treaty, which was figned after Jong negotiation, 
the Proteftor’s name was inferted before the King’s in that copy which remained in England, ‘Thur- 
doe, Vol. vi. p» 1165 See farther, Vol. vii. p. 178, 
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Hap Cromwel underftood and regarded the interefts of his country, he would 
have fupported the declining condition of Spain againft the dangerous ambition of 
France, and pr referved that balla nce of power, on hich the eveatincls and fecurity 
of England fo much depends. Had he ftudied only his own interefts, he would 
have maintained an bicatt neutrality betwixt thofe two great monarchies ; nor 
would he ever have hazarded his ill acquired and unfettled power, by provoking 
foreign enemies, who might lénd affiftance to domeftic faétion, and overturn his 
tottering throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger: His active difpo- 
fition and avidity of extenfive glory, made him incapable if repofe: And as the 
policy of men is continually warped by their temper, no fooner was peace made 


with Holland, than he began to deliberate what new enemy he thould invade with 
his victorious arms. 


Tue extenfive dominion and yet extreme weaknefs of Spain in the Weft Indies ; 
the vigorous courage and great naval power of England; were circumf{tances, 
which, when donepated, éxvived the ambition of the enterprizing Protector, and 


made him hope, that, by fome gainful conqueft, he would for ever render illuf- 
trious that dominion, which he had affumed over his country. . Should he fail of 


thefe durable acquifitions, the Indian treafures, which muft every year crofs the 
ocean to reach Spain, were, he thought, a fure prey tothe Englifh navy, and 
would fupport his military force, without laying new burthens on the difcontented 
people. From France a vigorous. refiftance muft be expected: No plunder, no 
conquefts could be hoped for, The progrefs of his arms,.even if attended with 
fuccefs, muft there be flow and gradual; and»the advantages acquired, however 
real, would be lefs ftriking to the ignorant multitude, whom it was his intereft to. 
allure. The royal family, fo clofely connected with the French Monarch, might 
receive great affiftance from that neighbouring kingdom ; and an army. of French 
Proteftants, landed in England, would be able, he dreaded, to unite the moft. 
oppofite factions againft the prefent ufurpation *. 


Tuese motives of policy were probably feconded by his bigotted prejudi- 
ces; as no human mind ever contained fo ftrange a mixture of fagacity and ab 
furdity as that of this extraordinary perfonage. . The Swedifh: alliance, tho’ 
much contrary to the interefts of England, he had contracted a from his zeal 
for Proteflantifm +; and Sweden being clofely connected with France, he could 
not hope to maintain that confederacy, 1 in which he fo much prided himfelf, fhould 


a rup- 
= See the account of the negotiations with France and Spain by. Thurloe, Vol.i. p..759, 
T He propofed 1o Sweden a general league and confederacy of all the Proteftants. Whitlocke, p 
0. ‘Thurloe, Vol. vii. p.1. In order to judge of the maxims, by which he conducted his foreign 
litics, fee farther Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 295, 343, 443+ Vol. vii. p.174. 


£ 
IZ 
T\r> 
aie 
Ss 





THE COMMONWEALTH. © 67 


a rupture enfue between England and this latter kingdom *. The Hugonots, he 
expected, would meet with better treatment, while he engaged in a clofe alliance 
with their fovereign +. And as the Spaniards were much more Papifts than the 
French, were much more expofed to the old puritanical hatred {, and had even 
erected the bloody tribunal of the inquifition, whofe rigors, on Cromwel’s follici- 
tation, they had refufed to. mitigate §; he hoped that a holy and meritorious war 
with fuch idolaters could not fail of protection from heaven |... A preacher like- 
wife, infpired, as was fuppofed, by a prophetic fpirit, bid him go and pro/per 3 
calling him a ffone cut out of the mountains without hands, that foould break the priae 
of the Spaniard, crufo Antichrift, and make way for the purity of the Gofpel over ihe 
whole world t. 

ActTuaTED equally by thofe biggotted, thofe ambitious, and thofe interefted 
motives, the Protector equipped two confiderable {quadrons ; and while he was 
making thefe preparations, all the neighbouring nations, ignorant of his inten- 
tions, remained in fufpence, and looked with anxious expectation on what fide the 
ftorm would difcharge itfelf.. One of the fquadrons, confifting of thirty capital 
fhips, was fent into the Mediterranean under Blake, whofe fame was now fpread 
over all Europe. No Englifh fleet, except during the Croifades, had ever before 


failed thofe feas ; and from one extremity to the other, there was no naval force,. 


Chriftian or Mahometan, able to refift them. The Roman pontiff, whofe weak- 
nefs and whofe pride, equally provoke, attacks, dreaded invafion from a power, 
which profeffed the moft inveterate enmity againft him, and-which fo little regu- 
lated its movements by the common motives of intereft and prudence. Blake, 
cafting anchor before Leghorn, demanded and obtained of the grand Duke fatif- 
faction for fome loffes, which the Englifh commerce had formerly fuftained from 
him. He next failed to Algiers, and compelled the Dey to make peace, and to 
reftrain his pyratical fubjects from all farther violences on the Englifh. He pre- 
fented himfelf before Tunis, and having made the fame demands, the Dey. of 
that republic bade him look to the caftles of Porto-Farino and Goletta, and do his 
utmoft.. Blake needed not to be rouzed by fuch a bravado: He drew his fhips 
clofe up to the caftles, and tore them in pieces with the thunder of his artillery, 
He fent a numerous detachment of feamen in their long-boats into the harbour, and 
burned every fhip which lay there. ‘This bold action, which its very temerity, 
K 2 perhaps, 
* Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 759. + Id. Ibid. t Id. Ibid. 
§ Jd. Ibid. Don Alonzo faid, that the Indian trade and the inquifition were his mafter’s two eyes, 
and the Proteftor infifted upon the putting out both of them at once. 


|| Carrington, p. igt. + Bates. 
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perhaps, rendered fafe, was executed with very little lofs, and filled all that part 
of the world with the renown of Englith valour. 

Ir has been remarked, that Blake was the firft, who taught-the feamen to def- 
pife caftles, and by that means much extended the terror of naval ‘enterprizes. 
The caftles, which at that time guarded the entrance into harbours, were com- 
monly built on the brink of the water: If they were raifed to any height, their 
fhot pafied over the fhips, and they were themfelves foon deftroyed by the fupe- 

fire of the veflcls; if low, the fmall arms of the feamen, who overlooked 
them, rendered it impoffible for the foldiers to ftand to their guns. At prefent, 
the caftles are removed to fome diftance, and funk to a level with the water ; 
which renders fuch enterprizes as thofe of Blake in reality as impracticable, as be- 
fore his time they were univerfally efteemed. | 


Tue other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. It was commanded by Pen, 


and carried 4000 men, under the command of Venables. About 5000 more 


joined them from Barbadoes and St. Chriftophers. Both thefé officers were ins 
clined to the king’s fervice * ; and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliced to 
hurry the foldiers on board; in order to prevent the execution of a con{piracy,. 
which had been formed}. ‘The ill fuccefs of this €nterprize, may juftly be 
afcribed, as much to the injudicious contrivance of the Protector, who planed it, 
as to the bad execution of the officers, by whom it was conduéted. The foldiers 
were the refule of the whole army: The forces inlifted in the Weft Indies were 
the moft profligate of mankind: Fhe admiral and general were of very incom- 
patible tempers: The troops were not furnifhed with arms fit for fuch an expe- 
dition: The provifions were very defeétive both in quantity and quality: All 
hopes of pillage, the beft incentive to valour among fuch men, were refufed the 
foldiers and feamen: No direétions nor intelligence were given to conduét the 


officers in their enterprize: And at the fame time, they were tied down to fol- 


low the advice of commiffioners, who extremely difconcerted them in all their. 
projects Tf. | | 


Ir was agreed to attempt St. Domingo, 


| the only place of ftrength in the ifland 
of Hifpaniola, On their a 


| pproach, the Spaniards in a fright deferted their houfes. 
and fled into the woods. Contrary to the opinion of Venables, t] 


difembarked without euides ten leagues diftant from the town. 
four days thro’ the woods without provifions, 


1e foldiers were: 
They wandered 


and what was-ftill more intolerable 


Ih: 
* Clarendon, 


} Burchet’s Naval. Hiftory, See alfo Carte’s C 
P. 505. 


+ Vita D. Berwici, p, 124, 
ollection, Vol. ii. p. 46, 47. 'Thurloe, Vol. iiig. 
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in that fultry climate, without water. The Spaniards gathered courage, and at- 
tacked them. The Englifh, difcouraged with the bad conduct of their officers, and 
fcarce alive from hunger, thirft, and fatigue, had no {pirit to refift, A very incon- 
fiderable number of the enemy put the whole army to rout, killed 600 of them, 
and chaced the reft on board their veffels. 


Tue fleet, in order to attone, if poffible, for this unprofperous attempt, bent 
their courfe to Jamaica, which without a blow was furrendered tothem. Pen and 
Venables returned to England, and were both of them fent to the Tower by the 
Protector, who, tho’ commonly mafter of his fiery temper, was thrown inta a 
violent paffion at this difappointment. He had made a conqueit of much greater 
importance, than he was himfelf at that time aware of; yet was it much infe- 
rior to the vaft projects, which he had formed. He gave orders, however, to 
fupport it by men and money ; and that ifland has ever fince remained in the hands 
of the Englith; the chief acquifition which they owe to the enterprizing {pirit of 
Cromwel, | | 


As foot ag the news of this enterprize, which was 2 moft unwarrantable viola- 
tion of treaty, arrived in Europe, the Spaniards declared war againft England, 
and feized all the fhips and goods of Englifh merchants, of which they could 
make themfelves mafters. The Spanifh commerce, fo profitable to the nation, 
was cut off; and*near rg00 veflels, it is computed *, fell in a few years into the 
hands of the enemy. Blake, to: whom Montague was now joined in command, 
after receiving new orders, prepared himfelf for hoftilities againtt the Spaniards. 

Sever AL fea officers; having entertained icruples of confcience with regard to 
the juftice of the Spanifh war, threw up their commiffions, and retired homey. 
No command, they thought, of their fuperiors- could juftify a war, which was 
contrary to the principles of natural equity, and which the civil magiftrate had no 
right to order. Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the public their na- 
tural liberty, could beftow on it only what they themfelves were poffefied of, a 
right of performing lawful actions, and could inveft it with no authority of com- 
manding what is.contrary to the decrees'of heaven. Such maxims, tho” they feem 
reafonable, are too perfect for human nature, and muft be regarded as one effect, 
tho’ of the moft innocentiand even- honourable kind, of that {pirit, partly fanatical, 
partly republican, which predominated in England. 


Biaxe lay fome time off Cadiz, in expeCation of intercepting; the plate fleet, S 


but was at laft obliged, for want of water,.to make fail towards Portugal. Cap- 
| tain 
* 'Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 135. World’s Miftake in Oliver Cromwel, in the Harl, Mifcel, Vol. 1. 
+ Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 579; 589, 
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Chap. J. tain Stayner, whom “he had left on the coaft with a fquadron of feven veftels, 
16c6. : : are { 

came in fight of the galleons, and immediately fet fail to purfue them. The 

September. Spanifh admiral ran_ his fhip afhore: Two others followed his example: The 

Englith took two fhips valued at near two millions of pieces of cight. Two gal- 

leons were fet on fire; and the Marquefs of Bajadox, Viceroy of Peru, with his 

wie and his daughter, betrothed to the young Duke of Medina-Celi, were de- 

ftroyed inthem. The Marquefs himfelf might have efcaped ; but feeing thefe 

unfortunate women, aftonifhed with the danger, fall in a fwoon and perifh in the 

flames, he chofe rather to die with them than drag out a life, embittered with the 

remembrance of thefe difmal {cenes*. Such events, which melt the tender heart 

of humanity, are rhatter of triumph and exultation in the barbarous trade of war. 

When the treafures, gained by this enterprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the Pro- 

tector, from a fpirit of oftentation, ordered them to be tranfported by land to 
London. 








Tue next action againft the Spaniards was more glorious, tho’ lefs profitable to 
the nation. Blake, having heard that a Spanith fleet of fixteen fhips, much richer 
than the former, had taken fhelter in the Canaries, immediately made fail towards 
them. He found them in the bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a moft formidable 
pofture. The bay was fecured with a {trong caftle, well fortified with cannon, 
befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all united by a line of communication, 
manned with mufqueteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spanifh admiral, ordered 
all his fmaller veffels to moor clofe to the thore, and potted the larger galleons 
farther off, at anchor, with their broadfides to the fea. 


BLake was rather animated than daunted with this appearance. The wind fe- 
conded his courage, and blowing full into the bay, in a moment brought him 
among the thickeft of his enemies. After a refiftance of four hours, the Spa- 
niards yielded to the Englifh valour, and abandoned their fhips, which were fet on 
fire, and confumed with all their treafures. The greateft danger ftill remained to 
the Englith. They lay under the fire of thé caftles and all the forts; which muft, 
in a little time, have torn them in pieces. But the wind fuddenly fhifting, car- 
ried them out of the bay; where they left the Spaniards in aftonifhment at the 
happy temerity of their audacious victors. 


and death of Luts was the laft and greateft aGion of the gallant Blake. He was confumed 
> ig with a dropfy and fcurvy, and haftened home, that he might yield up his laft 
breath in his native country, which he fo paifionately loved, and which he had {6 
a much adorned by his valour. As he came within fight of land, he expired, Ne- 
i it i : ) ver 
| i] / “ Thurloe, Vol. v. p. 433. t 20th of April, 1657, 
i] i be 
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ver man, fo zealous for a faétion, was fo much refpected and efteemed even by 
the oppofite factions. By principle, he was an inflexible Republican , and the 


Jateufurpations, however much he'was trufted and careffed, were thought to be very 
lirtle crateful to him. Jt is ftill our duty, he faid to the feamen, 42 fizht for our 


country, into whatever. bands the government may fall. Difintereited, generous, 


liberal ; ambitious only of true glory, dreadful only to his avowed enemies: His 


errors he fhared in common with multitudes ; his virtues were peculiar to himfelf. 
The Proteétor ordered him a pompous funeral at the public charge: But the tears 
of his countrymen were the moft honourable panegyric to his memory. 

Tux conduét of the Proteétor in foreign affairs, tho’ imprudent and impolitic, 
was full of vigor and enterprize, and drew aconfideration to his country, which, 
fince the reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. The great mind of this 
fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpreading the renown of the Englifh name ; and 
while he ftruck mankind with aftonifhment at his extraordinary fortune, he feemed 
to ennoble, inftead of debafing, that people, whom he had reduced to fubjection. 
Tt was his boaft, that he would render the name of an Englifhman as much feared 
and revered as ever was that of a Roman; and as his countrymen found fome 
reality in thefe pretenfions, their national vanity, being gratified, made them bear 
with the more patience all the indignities and calamities under which they la- 
boured. 


Chap. IT: 
16506. 


Ir mutt alfo be acknowleged, that the Protector, in his civil and domeftic ad- Domedic ad- 


miniftration, difplayed as great regard both to juftice and clemency, as his ufurped 
authority, derived from no law, and founded only on the fword, could poffibly 
permit. All the chief officers in the courts of judicature were filled with men of 
the higheft integrity : Amidft the utmoft virulence of fa€tion, the decrees of the 
judges were upright and impartial: And to every man but himlelf, and to him- 
felf, except where neceffity required the contrary, the law was the great rule of 
conduét and behaviour, Vane and Lilburn, whofe credit with the Republicans and 
Levellers he dreaded, he did indeed for fome time confine to prifon: Cony, who 
refufed to pay illegal taxes, he obliged by menaces to depart from his obftinacy : 
High courts of juftice he ereéted to try thofe who had engaged in conf{piracies and 
infurreétions againft him, and: whom he could not fafely commit to the verdict of 
juries. But thefe irregularities were deemed inevitable confequences of his il egal 
authority. And tho’ often urged by his officers, as is pretended *, to attempt a 
general maflacre of the Royalifts,. he always with horror rejected fuch fanguinary 
councils. | 

ty 


* Clarendon, Life of Dr. Berwick, &c, 
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In. the army was laid the fole bafis of the t3 and in managing 
nment. The foldiers 
were held in the moft exact difcipline; a policy, which both accuftomed them to 
rigid obedience, and.made them Jefs hateful and burthenfome to the people. ‘Their 
pay he auemented ; tho’ the public neceffities fometimes odliged him to’run in ar- 
fears withthem. Their interefts, they. were fenfible, were clofely united with thofe 
of their General and Proteétor. And their affectionate regard he entirely com- 
manded, by his ability and fuccefs in. almoft every enterprize, which he had hitherto 
undertaken. But al] military government is precarious ; much more whee it ftands 
in oppofition to civil eftablifhments ; and ftill more, where it encounters religious 
prejudices. By the wild fanaticifm, which he had nourithed in the foldiers, he had 
tranfported and feduced them into mealures, for which, if openly propofed to them, 
they would have entertained the utmoft averfion. But this fame fpirit ren- 
dered them more difficult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even to 
that hand which dire@ted their movements. So often taught, that the office of 
King was an ufurpation upon Chrift, they were apt to fufpect a Protector not to be 
altogether compatible with that divine authority. Harrifon, tho’ raifed to the 
higheft dignity, and pofleffed entirely of Cromwel’s confidence, became his moit 
inveterate enemy as foon as he eftablithed the authority of a fingle perfon, acainit 
which he had always made fuch ‘violent proteftations, Overton, Rich, Okey, 
officers of great rank in the army, were actuated with like Principles; and Crom- 
wel was obliged to deprive them of their commiffions, Their influence, which was 
before thought unbounded among the troops, feemed from that moment to be ta- 
tally annihilated. 
Tue more effectually to curb the enthufiaftic and feditious fpirit of the troops, 
Cromwel eftablifhed a kind of militia in the feveral counties. Companies. of in- 
fantry and cavalry were inlifted under proper officers, regular pay. diftributed 
among them, and a refource by that means provided both againft the infurretions 
of the Royalifts, and mutiny of the army. 


RELIGION can never be deemed a point.of {mall confequence in civil govern- 
ment: But during this period, it may be regarded as the great {pring of men’s 
actions and determinations, ‘Pho? traniported, himfelf, with the moft frantic 
whimfies, Cromwei’s fcheme for the regulating this principle in others was faga- 
cious and politic, Being refolyed to maintain a national church, and yet deter- 
mined neither to admit E\pifcopacy nor Prefbytery, he. eftablithed-a number of 
commiffioners, under the name of Tryers, partly laymen, partly ecclefiattics, fome 
Prefbyterians, fome Independants. Thefe prefented to all livings, which were 
formerly in the gift of the crown; they examined and admitted fuch perfons as re- 


ceived 
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ceived holy orders; and they infpected the life, doétrine, and behaviour of all the 
clergy. Inftead of fupporting that union betwixt learning and theology, which 
has fo long been maintained in Europe, thefe Tryers embraced the latter principle 
in its full purity, and made it the fole object of their examitiations. The candidates 
were no more perplexed with queftions concerning their progrefs in Greek cet 
Roman erudition ; concerning their talent for profane arts and {ciences: The chief 

object of {crutiny regarded cheis advances in grace, and fixing thecritical moment 
of their converfion, 

Wirn the pretended faints of all denominations Cromwel was familiar and eaf 
Laying afide the ftateof Protector, which, on other occafions, he well knew ibe 
to maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but neceffity could ever induce 
him to inveft himfelf with it. He talked fpiritually to them; he fighed, he 
weeped, he canted, he prayed. He even entered with them into an emulation 
of ghoftly gifts; and thefe men, inftead of grieving to be outdone in their own 


way, were ‘proud, that his highnefs, by his sieada example, had dignified thofe 


practices in which they themfelves were daily occupied *. 

Ir Cromwel could be faid to adhere to any particular for m of religion, they we 
the Independants who could chiefly boaft of his favour; and it may be affirmed, 
that fuch paftors of that fect, as were not paffionately addicted to civil liberty, 
were all of them devoted to him. The Prefbyterians alfo, being faved from the 
ravages of the Anabaptifts and Millenarians, and enjoying their $Rablthinencs and 
tythes, were not averfe to his government ; tho’ he ftill entertained a great jea- 
loufy of that ambitious and reftlefs fpirit, by which they were a@uated. An un- 
bounded liberty of confcience, to all but Cathal lics and Prelatifts, he eranted ; and 
by that means, he both attached the wild feéctaries to his own perfon, and em- 
ployed them " curbing the domineering fpirit of the Prefb\terians. ““ Iam the 
«¢ only man,” he was “iter heard to fay, ‘* who has known how to fubdue that 
“¢ infolent fect, which can fuffer none but itfelf.”? 


Tue proteftant zeal, which poffeffed the Prefbyterians and Independants, was 
highly gratified by the haughty manner, in which the Protector {0 fuccefs fully 
Vot. If. L, fupported 


~ “ . 17 ' . F ae 2 . 1. , a - — 
* Cromwel followed, tho’ but in part, the advice which he received from general Harrifon, at the 


€¢ 


time when the intimacy and endearment moft flrongly. fubfifted betwixt them. Let the waiting.apon 


.arn | 3? 4 Ay : as e¢ . 1 ‘enka e } “ c f . 
“< Jehovah, fii that military faint, ** be the greateft and moft confiderable bufinefs you have every 


«* day: Reckonit fo, more than to eat, fleep, and council together. - Run afide fometimes from 1 ur 
** company, and.get.a. word with the Lord. Why fhould not you have three or four precious fouls 
“ always flanding at your elbow, with whom.you might now and then turn into a corner? I have 
** found refrefhment and mercy in fuch a way.” Milton’s State Papers, p. 12. 


Chap. II. 
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fupported the perfecuited Proteftants thro’out all Europe. Even the duke of Savoy» 
fo temote a Prince; and fo little expofed to the naval. power of England, was: 
obliged, by the authority of France, to comply with his mediation, and to tolerate: 
the Proteftants of the Vallics, againft whom that prince had com menced a furious: 
perfecution, France itfelf was conftrained to bear, not only with the religion, but. 
even in fome inftances, with the feditious infolence of the Hugonots; and when 
that court applied for a reciprocal toleration of the Catholic religion in England, the 
Proteétor, who arrogated in every thing the fuperiority, would hearken to no fuch: 
propofal. He had entertained a projeét:of inftituting a callege in imitation of that 
at Rome, for the propagation of the faith ; and his apoftles, in zeal, tho’ not in 
unanimity, had certainly been a full match for the Catholics. 

Tue church of England Cromwel retained in conftraint; tho’ he permitted its: 
clergy a little more liberty than the republican Parliament had formerly. allowed:. 
He was pleafed, that the fuperior lenity of his adminiftration fhould in every thine: 
“be remerked. He bridled the Royalifts, both by the mercenary. army which he 
retained, and by thofe fecret fpies, which he found means to intermix in all their: 
counfels.. Manning being difcovered and punifhed with death, he corrupted Sir 
Richard Willis, who was much trufted by. chancellor Hyde and all.the Royalitts 5. 
and by means of that man he was let into every defign and confpiracy of the party. 
Any proje<t he could difconcert, by confining the perfons who were the actors in it ;, 
and as he reftored them afterwards to liberty, his feverity pafled only for the refult. 
of general jealoufy and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence remained 
{till unknown and unfufpected.. 7 

Consprracies for an affaffination he was chiefly afraid of ; thefe being defigns,. 
which no prudence-nor vigilance could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of: 
Allen, had wrote a very {pirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to embrace this 
method of vengeance ;. and Cromwel knew, that the iniamed minds of-the royal: 
party were fufficiently difpofed to put this doétrine in practice againft him. He 
openly told them, that affaffinations were bafe and odious, and he never would 
commence hoftilities by. fo fhameful an expedient ; but if the firft attempt or pro-- 
vocation came from them, he would retaliate to the uttermoft. He had inftru- 
ments, he faid, whom he could employ; and he never would defift, till he had 
totally exterminated the royal family. This menace, more than all his cuards,, 


contributed to the fecurity of his perfon*.. 
THERE. 


% About this time an-accident had almoft robbed the Proteétor of his life, and faved his enemies the 
trouble of alltheir machinations. Having got fix fine Friefland coach-horfes as a prefent from the count 
of Oldenburg, hé undertook for his amufement to drive them about Hyde-park ; his fecretary Thurloe 

being 
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THERE was no point about which the Protector was more. follicitous than to 
procure intelligence. This article alone, ’tis faid*, coft him fixty thoufand pounds a 
year. Poftmafters, both at home and abroad, were, many of them, in his pay: Car- 
viers were fearched or bribed: Secretaries and clerks were corrupted: The greatett 
zealots in all parties were often thofe who conveyed private information to him : 
And nothing could efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is the reprefentation 
made by hiftorians of Cromwel’s adiminiftration: But it muft be confeffed, that, ii 
we may judge by thofe volumes of Taurloe’s papers, which have been lately pub- 
lithed, this affair, like many others, has been greatly magnified. ‘There we 
fearce find that any fecret councils of foreign flatcs, except thofe of Holland, which 
are not expected to be concealed, were known to the Protector. 

Tue general behaviour and deportment of this man, who had been raifed from a 
very private ftation, who had paffed moft of his youth in the country, and who 
was {till conftrained fo much to frequent bad company, was fuch as might befit the 
oreateft monarch. He maintained a dignity without either affectation or oftenta- 
tion; and fupported with all ftrangers that high idea, with which his great exploits 
and prodigious fortune had impreffed them. Among bis antient friends, he could 
relax his mind; and by trifling and amufement, jefting and making verfes, he 
feared not the expofing himfelf to their moft familiar approaches. With others, 
he fometimes pufhed matters to the length of ruftic buffoonery ; and he would amufe 
himfelf by putting burning coals into the boots and hofe of the officers, who attended 
himt.. Before the King’s trial, a meeting was agreed on betwix: the chiefs of the 
republican party and the general officers, in order to concert the model of that free 
government, which they were to fubftitute, in place of the monarchical conftitution, 
now totally fubverted. After debates on this fubyect, the moft important, which 
could fall under the difcuffion of human creatures, Ludlow tells us, that :‘Cromwel, 
by way of frolic, threw a cufhion at his head; and when Ludiow took up another 
cufhion in order to return the compliment, the General ran down ftairs, and had 
almoft broke his bones in the hurry. When the High Court of Juftice was figning 
the King’s fentence, a m<tter if poffible, {till more ferious, Cromwel taking the 
pen in his hand, before he fubfcribec his name, bedaubed with ink the face of Mar- 
tin, who fat next him. And the pen being delivered to Martin, he praétifed the 

L2 fame 
being in thecoach. The horfes were ftartled and ran away : He was un ble to command them, or keep 


the box. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upén the eround for fome time; a piltol, which he 


iiw 
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carried in his pocket, went off; and by that jingular good fortune, which ever attended hun, he was 
taken up without any confiderabie hurt or bruife 
*% Warld’e mittalz : 3 ee — ee 4% } 1° 17 : : 
World’s miftake in Oliver Cromwel. The author however of this pampiuiet eftimates his ex- 


pences on this head at much a {maller fum. 


+ Whitelocke, p. 647. + Bates. 
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fame frolic upon Cromwel*. He frequently gave feafls to his inferior officers; and 
when the meat was fet upon the table, a fignal was given ; the foldiers rufhed in 
upon them} and-with much noife, tumult, and confufion, ran away with all the 
difhes, and difappointed the officers of their expected meal +. 

Aurpsr all the unguarded play and buffoonery of this extraordinary perfonage, 
he took the opportunity of remarking the characters, defigns, and weakneffes of 
men; and he would fometimes pufh them, by an indulgence in wine, to open to 
him the moft fecret recefles of their bofom. Great regularity, however, and even 
aufterity of manners were always maintained in his court; and he was careful never 
by any liberties to give offence to the moft rigid of the godly. Some ftate was up- 
held; but with little expence, and without any fplendor. The nobility, tho? 
courted by him, kept at a diftance, and difdained to intermix themfelves with thofe 
mean perfons, who were the inftruments of his government. Without departing 
from ceconomy, he was generous to thofe who ferved him; and he knew how to 
find out and engage in his interefts every man poffeffed of thofe talents, which any 
particular employment demanded. His generals, his admirals, his judges, his 
ambafladors, were perfons, who contributed, all of them, in their feveral {pheres,, 
to the fecurity of the Protector and to the honour and intereft of the nation. 

Unpber pretext of uniting Scotland and Ireland in one Commonwealth with 
England, he had reduced thefe kingdoms to a total fubjeétion ; and he treated 
them entirely as conquered provinces. The civil adminiftration of Scotland was 
placed in a council, confifting moflly of Englith, of which lord Broghill was prefi- 
dent. Juftice was adminiftred by feven judges, four of whom were Exnglith. In 
order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both abolithed all vaflalaget and revived 
the office of juftices of peace, which King James had introduced, but was not able 
to fuppo:t fb. A long line of forts and garrifons were maintained thro’out the whole 
kingdom. An army of 10,000 men § kept every thing in peace and obedience, and 
neitherthe banditti of the mountains nor the bigots of thelow countries could indulge 
their inclination to turbulence and diforder. The Prefbyterian clergy he courted ; 
tho” he nourifhed that inteftine enmity which prevailed betwixt the Refolationers 
and Proteftors. Very little policy is requifite to fofter quarrels among Uheologians. 
He permitted no church affemblies, being fenfible that from thence had proceeded 
many of the paft mifchiefs. And in the main, the Scotch were obliged to acknow- 
lege, taat never before, while they enjoyed their irregular, factious liberty, had 
they attained fo much happinefs as at prefent, when reduced to fubjeétion under a 
foreign nation. | 


Tre 


* Tryal of the Regicides. + Bates. t Whitelocke, p. 570. 


lb “Thurloe, vol. iv p. 57. § Id. vol, vi. p. 557. 
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Tue Protector’s adminiftration of Ireland was much more fevere and violent, . Chap. II. 
The government of that ifland was firft entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic, 195% 
who had married Ireton’s widow ; then to Henry Cromwel, fecond fon to the 
Protector, a young man of an amiable mild difpofition, and not deftitute of vigor 
and capacity.. Five millions of acres, forfeited either by the Popifh rebellion or by 
the adherents of the King, were divided, partly among the adventurers, who had 
advanced money tothe Parliament, partly among the Enelifh foldiers, who had 
arrears due to them. . Examples of a more fadden and violent change of property 
are {carce to be found in any hiftory. An order even paffed to confine ali the native 
Irifh to the province of Connaught, where they would be fhut up by rivers, Jakes, 
and mountains, and could not, it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Englifh 
eovérnment: But this barbarous and abfurd policy, which; froin an impatience oF 
attaining immediate fecurity, muft have depopulated all the other provinces, and 
rendered the Enelith eftates of no value, it was foon found impoffible to reduce to 
practice. 

Cromwet began to hope, that by his adminiftration, attended with fo much New Patlia- 
luftre and fuccefs abroad, fo much order and tranquillity at home, he had new ac- senate 
quired fuch authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives of the nation, 
and would affure him of their dutiful compliance with his government. He there- 
fore fummoned a Parliament; but not trufting altogether to the good will of the 
people, he ufed every art, which his new model of reprefentation “allowed him to 
employ, in order to influence the elections and fill the houfe with his own creatures. 

Ireland, being entirely in the hands of the army, chofe none but fuch officers a: were 

moft acceptable to him. Scotland fhowed the fame compliance ; and as the ncbil ty 

and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on Englifh Parliaments as 

an ignominious badge of avery, it was, on that account, more eafy for the officers 

to prev ail in the ele¢ hank. Notwithftanding ail thefe precautions, the Protector 

ftill found, that the majority would not be favourable to him. He fet guards, 17th of Sep. 
therefore, on the door, who permitted none to enter but fuch as produced: a war-“"""" 
rant from his council; and the council rejected about a hundred, who either refufed 
arecognition of the Protector’s government, or were on other accounts unacceptable 

to him. ‘Thefe protefted againft fo egregious a violence, fubverfive of all li- 
berty ; but every application for redrefs was neglected both by the council and the 
Parliament. 

THe majority of the Parliament, by means of thefe arts and violences, were now 
at laft either friendly to the Protector, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjuft, 


if poflible, this military government to their laws and liberties. They voted a 
renounciation of all titlein Charles Stuart or any of his family , and this was the firft 
act, 
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aét, dignified with the appearance of national confent, which had ever had that 
tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order to i nd the inclinations of the houfe, ven- 
tured to move, that the Parliament fhould beftow the crown on Cromwell; and no 
furprize nor reluctance was difcovered on tha Beaton. When Cromwel afterwards 
afked Jephfon what induced him to make fucha motion, “* As long,” faid 
Jephfon, “‘ as I have the honour to fit in Parliament, Il mutt t follow the dictates of 
«© my own confcience, whatever offence I may be fo unfortunate as to give you.” 
“ Get thee gone,’’ faid Cromwel, giving him a gentle biow on the fhoulder, 


> 
39 


a 


cet thee gone for a mad fellow as thou art. 

In order to pave the way to this advancement, for which he fo ardently longed, 
Cromwel refolved to facrifice his major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely 
odious to the nation, That meafure was alfo become requifite for his own fecurity, 
Allgovernment, purely military, flu€tuates perpetually between a defpotic monarchy 


y, according as the authority of the chief commander pre- 
vai's, or that of the officers next him in rank and dignity. ©The major-generals, 
being poffeffed of fo much diftinct jurifdiction, began to eftablifh a feparate title to 
power, and had rendered bee for pa lable to the Protector himfelf ; and. for 
this inconvenience, tho’ he had not forefeen it, he well knew, before it was too late, 
to provide a proper remedy. Claypole, his fon in law, who pofiefled entirely hig 
confidence, abandoned them to the pleafure of the houfe; and tho’ the name was 
{till retained, it was agreed to abrige, or rather entirely annihilate, the power of the 


and a deft poti c ariftocracy 


major-generals. 

Ar laft, a more formal motion was made by alderman Pack, one of the city 
members, forinvefting the Protector with the dignity of King. This motion, at 
firft, excited great diforder, and divided the whole houfe into parties. The chief 
oppolition came from the ufual adherents of the Protector, the major-generals and 
fuch officers as depended onthem. Lambert, a man of deep intrigue and of great 
interelt in the army, h long entertained the ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in 
the Protectorfhip; and he forefaw, if the Monarchy was reftored, that heredi- 
tary right would alfo be eftablifhed, and the crown be tranfmitted to the pofterity 
of the prince firft elected. He pleaded, therefore, confcience; and exciting all 
thofe civil and religious jealoufies againft kingly government, which had been fo 
induftrioufly encouraged among the foldiers, and which ferved them as a pretext 
for {fo many violences, he formed a numerous and a ftiil more formidable party 
again{t the motion, 

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by every one, who was more par- 
ticularly devoted to the fai 8 ree who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to 
pay court tothe prevauing authority. Many perfons alfo, attached to their country, 

defpaired 
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defpaired of ever being able to fubvert the prefent illegal eftablifhment, ar 1 were 
defirous, by fixing it on antient foundations, to allure the Protector, from views of 
his own fafety; into a regard for the antient laws and liberties of the kingdom 


Even the Royalifts imprudently joined in the fame meafure ; and hoped, th 
when the queftion regarded only perfons, not forms of government, no one W ould 
any longer ballance betwixt theantient royal family, and an ignoble ufurper, who, 
by blood, treafon, and perfidy, had made his way tothe throne. The billwas voted 
by a confiderable majority ; and a committee was appointed to reafon with the 
Protector, and to overcome thofe fcruples, which he pretended againft accepting 
fo liberal an offer. 


Tux conference lafted for feveral days. The committee urged, that the whole oul 


g 
fatutes and cultoms of England were founded on the fuppofition of regal au- 
thority, and could. not, without extreme violence, be adjufted to any other 
form of government: That a Proteétor, except during the minority of a King, 
was aname utterly unknown to the laws ; and no man was acquainted with the ex- 
rent or limits of his authority: That if it was attempted to define every part of 
his jurifdiction, many years, if not ages, would be required for the execution of 
fo complicated a work 5 if the whole power of the King was at once transferred to 
him, the quettion. was plainly about a name, and the preference was undi/putably 
due tothe antient title: That the Englifh con{titution was more anxious concern- 
i 


ing the form. of government than concerning; the birthright of the firit magiftrate 


cH 


and had provided, by an expreis law of Henry VII. for the fecurity of thole nhe 
a& in-defence of the King in being, by whatever means he might have acquired 
pofieffion : That it was extremely the intereft of all his Highne!s’s friends to feek 
the fhelter of this ftatute ; and even the people in general were defirous of fuch a 
fertlement, and in all juries were with great difficulty induced to give their verdict 


‘4 favour of a Protector: That the great fource of all the late commotions, had 
becn the jealoufy of liberty ; and thata Republic, together with a Protect 
been eftablifhed in order to provide farther fecurities for the freedom of th 
ftitution; but that by experience the remedy had been found infufficient, even dan- 
gerous and pernicious ; fince every undeterminate power, fuch as that of a Pro- 
rector, muft be arbitrary ; and the more arbitrary, the more contrary to the geni- 
us and inclination of the people. 

Tue difficulty confifted not in perfwading Cromwell. He was fufficiently con- 
vinced of the folidity of thefe reafonings ; and his inclination, as well as judge 
ment, was entirely on the fide of the committee. But how to bring over the 
army to the fame way of thinking was the queftion, The office of King had been 
painted to them in fuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of reconciling 
TEL} 
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Chap. II. them fuddenly to it, even tho’ beftowed upon their general, to whom they were 
"?"* — {o mueh devoted. A contradition open and direét, to all paft profeffions would 
make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole nation, for the moft fhamelefs hypo- 
crites, inlifted by no other than mercenary motives in the caufe of the moft perfi- 
_ dious traitor. Principles, fuch as they were, had been encouraged in them by 
every confideration human and divine; and tho’ it was eafy, where intereft con- 
curred, to deceive them by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found dangerous at 
once to pull off the mafque, and fhow.them in a full light the whole crime and 
deformity of their conduét, Sufpended between thefe fears and his own mot ar- 
dent defires, Cromwel protracted the time, and feemed ftill to oppofe the reafon- 
ings of the committee ; in hopes, that by artifice he might be able to reconcile 

the refractory minds of the foldiers to his new dignity. 


Wui e the Protector argued fo much in contradition both to his judgement 
and inclination, it is no wonder, that his elocution, always confufed, embarraffed, 
and unintelligible, fhould be involved in tenfold darknefs, and difcover no glim- 
mering of common fenfe or reafon. An exaét account of this conference remains, 
and may be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the committee, in 
their reatonings, difcover judgement, knowlege, elocution: Lord Broghill in 
particular exerts himfelf on this memorable occafion,. But what a contrafte when 
we pafs to the Protector’s replies! After fo fingular a manner does nature diftribute 
her talents, that, in a nation abounding with fenfe and learning, a man, who, by 
fuperior perfonal merit alone, had made his way to fupreme dignity, and had even 
obliged the Parliament to make him an offer of the crown, was yet incapable of 


expreffing himfelf on this occafion, but in a manner which a peafant of the moft 
ordinary capacity would juftly be afhamed of *, 


THE 
* We thall produce any paflage at random: For his difcourfe is all of a piece. ** I confefs, for it 
behoves me to deal plainly with you, I muft confefs, I would fay, I hope, I may be underftood in 
this, for indeed IT muft be tender what I fay to fuch an audience as this; I fay, I would be under. 
ftood, that in this argument I do not make parallel: betwixt men of a different mind and a Parlia- 
ment, which fhall have. their defires. I know. there is no comparifon, nor can it be urged upon 
me, that my words have the leaft colour that way, becaufe the Parliament {eems to give liberty. to. 
me to fay any thing to you; as that, that is a tender of my humble reafons and judgment and 
** opinion to them ; and if I think they are fuch and will be {uch to them, and are faithful fervants 
and will be fo. to the fupreme authority, and the legiflative wherefoever it is: If] fay, I fhould not 
tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I fhould not be faithful, iff fhould not. tell you fo, to the 
end you may report it to the Parliament: I fhall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, [ 
do profefs it, I am not a man fcrupulous about words or names of fuch things I have not : ButasJ 
«¢ have the word of God, and I hope [-fhall ever have it, for the rule of my confcience, for my in- 
formations ; fo truly men that have been led in dark paths, thro’ the providence and difpenfation of 
God; why furely it is not to be objeéted to a man; for who can love to walk in the dark? But 
: ‘* providence 
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Tue oppofition, which Cromwel dreaded, was not that which came from Lam- ©»2p. Tl. 
bert and his adherents, whom he now regarded as his capital enemies, and whom a8 
he was refolved, on the firft occafion, to deprive of all power and authority : It 
was that which he met with ia his own family, and from men, who, by intereft 
as well as inclination, were the moft devoted to him. Fleetwood had married his 
daughter: Defborow his fifter: Yet thefe perfons, aétuated by principle alone, 
could, by no perfwafion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent that their 
friend and patron fhould be invefted with regal dignity. They told him, that, if 
he accepted of the crown, they would inftantly throw up their commiffions, and 
never afterwards would have it in their power to ferve him*. Colonel Pride pro- 
cured a petition againi{t the office of King, figned by a majority of the officers, who 
were in London and the neighbourhood. Several perfons, it was faid, had entered 
into an engagement to murder the Protector within a few hours after he fhould 
have accepted the offer of the parliament. Some fudden mutiny in the army was 
juftly dreaded. And upon the whole, Cromwel, after the agony and perplexity 
of long doubt, was at laft obliged to refufe that crown, which the reprefentatives He rejeCts it. 
of the nation, in the moft folemn manner, had tendered to him. Mott hiftorians 
are inclined to blame his choice; but he muft be allowed to be the beft judge of 
his own fituation. And in fuch complicated fubjects, the alteration of a very 
minute circumftance, unknown to the fpectator, will often be fufficient to caft 
the ballance, and render a determination, which, in itfelf, may be uneligible, very 
prudent, or even abfolutely neceffary to the actor. 


A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, which, he affirms, (and he 
muft have known the truth) was univerfally talked of almoft from the beginning 
of the civil wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderable a perfon as to beftow 
upon it any degree of probability. In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel 
fhould be the greateft man in England, and would nearly, but never would fully, 
mount the throne. Such a prepoffeffion probably arofe from the heated imagina- 
tion either of himfelf or of his followers ; and as it might be one caufe of the 

Vor. Il. M great 


‘¢ providence does fo difpofe. And tho’ a man may impute his own folly and blindnefs to providence 
« finfully, yetit muft be at my peril; the cafe may be that it is the providence of God, that doth lead 
“ men in darknefs: I muft needs ‘fay, that I have had a great deal of experience of providence, and 
<‘ tho’ it has no rule without or againft the word, yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many 
“cafes.” Conference at Whitehall, The great defeét in Oliver’s fpeeches confifts not in his want of 
elocution, but in his want of ideas. The fagacity of his actions, and the abfurdity of his difcourte, 
form the moft prodigious-contrafte that ever was known. The collection of all his fpeeches, letters, 
fermons, (for he alfo wrote fermons) would make. a great curiofity, and with a few exceptions might 
juitly pafs for one of the moft nonfenfical books in the world. 
| * Thorloe, Vol. vi. p. 261. 
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Tue Parliament, when the regal dignity was rejeGted by Cromwel, found them- 
felves. obliged to retain the name of a Commonwealth and Proteéter ; and asthe g0- 
Verament was hitherto a manileft ufurpation, ic was thoughe proper to fanctify it 
by a leeming choice, of the people and of their: reprefentatives. Any” confenty, 
more full or regular, has feldom had: place vin laying the foundations of a new 
conftitution. Iniftead of the inftrument of government, which was the work of 
the gencral-officers alone, an, humble petition and advice was framed, and by the 
hi offered to the Prote¢tor. This was reprefented as the great bafis of 
the Republican eftablithment, regulating and limiting the powers of each mem- 


ber of the cont ution, and fecuring the liberty of the people to the moft remote 
poflerity. By this. deed, the authority of Krotector was in fome particulars en- 
larged: In others, it -was confiderably diminifhed. He had the power of nomi- 
nating his fuccefior; he had a perpetual revenue affigned him, a.million.a year 


for the fleet and a my, +t hree hundred thoufand pounds for the-civil government ; 


and he had auth ority tq. name another houfe, who fhould enjoy their feats during. 
life, and exercife fome functions of the former houfe of Peers. But he abandoned 
> 


the power affumed in the intervals of Parliament, of framing laws with the con- 
fent of his council ; and he agreed, that no members of either houfe fhould be ex- 
cluded. but by the confent of that houfe, of which they were members. The- 
other articles were in the main the fame as in the inftrument of covernment, 


i By ey nent af, 


Pus inftrument of government Cromwel had former! ly extolled:as the moft 
perfect work of human invention: He now teprefented it.as.a rotten’plank, upon 
Humble Petition and 
Advice, which he extolled in its turn, appeared fo lame and imperfeét, that it was 
found requifite, this very feffion, to mend ‘it by a fupplement; and after all, it 
may be regarded as a very crude and undigefted model of government. It was, 
however, accepted for the deed of the whole people in-the three united nations 3. 
and Cromwel, as if his power had juft commenced from this px 


age 
was anew inaugurated in We dminfer Fiall, after the moft folemn a: 


pous manner, 


Aw) 


a lar confent, 
id moit pom- 
Tue Parliament having adjourned itfelf, the ProteSor deprived Lan 


-}* Lambert of all 
his commiffions ; but Rill a allowed him a confiderable penfion, of 2000 pounds a 


year, as a bribe for his furure, peaceable Seine Lambert’s authority in the 


army, to the great furprize of every body, was found immediately to expire with 
the lots of his commiffions. Packer and fome other officers, whom Cromwel fuf- — ) 


pected, were alfo di! {placed, e 
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84 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


of a confiderable number of its members. The Protector, dreading combinations. 
betwixt the Parliament and the malecontents in the army, was refolved to allow no 
leifure for the forming any confpiracy again{ft him, and with great expreffions of 
anger and difpleafure, he diffolved the Parliament. When urged by Fleetwood 
and others of his friends not to precipitate himfelf into this rafh meafure, he 
fwore by the living God, that they fhould not fit a moment longer, 

Tuese diftraCtions at home were not able to take off the Protector’s attention 
from foreign affairs; and in all bis meafures he proceeded with equal vigour and 
ecterprize, asif fecure of the duty and attachment of all the three kingdoms. His 
alliance with Sweden he ftill fupported ; and he endeavoured to affift that crown in 
its fuccefsful enterprizes, for reducing all its neighbours to fubjeétion, and rendering 
itfelf totally mafter of the Baltic. As foon as Spain declared war againft him, he 
concluded a peace and an alliance with France, and united himfelf in all his coun- 
cils with that potent and ambitious kingdom. Spain, having long courted in 
vain the friendfhip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was reduced at laft to apply to the 
unfortunate Prince. Charles formed a league with Philip, removed his fmall court 
to Bruges in the Low Countries, and raifed four regiments of his own fubjects, 
whom he employed in the Spanifh fervice. ‘The Duke of York, who had, with 
great applaufe, ferved fome campaigns in the French atmy, and who had merited the 
particular efteem of Marfhal Turenne, now joined his brother, and continued to. 
feek military experience under Don John of Auftria and the Prince of Condé, 


Tue fcheme of foreign politics, adopted by the Protector, was highly impru- 


* dent, but was fuitable to that magnanimity and enterprize, with which he was fo 


a 


fignally endowed. He was particularly defirous of congueft and dominion on the 
Continent *; and he fent over into Flanders fix thoufand men under Reynolds, 
who joined the French army commanded by Turenne. In the former campaign, 
Mardyke was taken, and put into their hands. Early this campaign, fiege was. 
laid to-Dunkirk; and when the Spanifh army advanced to relieve it, the com: 
bined armies of France and England marched out of their trenches, and foucht 
the famous battle of the Dunes, where the Spaniards were total!y defeated +, 


The 


* He afpired to get pofeflion of Elfinove and the paflage of the Sound. See Worly’s Miftake in 
Oliver Cromwel, He alf® endeavoured to get pofieffion of Bremen. Thurloe, Vol. vi. p. 478. 

+ It was remarked by the pretended faints of that time, that the battle was fought on a day which 
was held for a faft in London, fo that as Fleetwood faid (Thurloe, Vol. vii. p. 159.) while we were 
praying, they were fighting ; and the Lord hath given a fignal anfwer. ‘The Lord has not only owned 
us in Gur work there, but in our waiting upon him in a way of prayer, which is indeed our old expe- 
rienced approved way in all ftreights and difficulties. Cromwel’s letter to Blake and Montague, his 


brave 
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Fhe valour of the Englith was much remarked on this occafion. Dunkirk, being Chap. Il. 
foon after furrendered, was by agreement delivered to Cromwel. He committed Dunkirk 
the government of that important place to Lockart, a Scotchman of ability, who taken. 5 
had matried his niece, and was his ambaflador in the court of France. 


Tis acquifition was regarded by the ProteCtor as the means only of obtaining 
farther advantages. He was refolved to concert meafures with the French court 
for the final conqueft and partition of the Low Countries *. Had he lived much 
longer, and maintained his authority in England, fo chimerical or rather fo perni- 
cious a project, would certainly have been reduced to execution. And this firlt 
and principal ftep towards Univerfal Monarchy, which France, during a whole 
century, has never yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and treafure,. 
fully to effe€tuate, had at once been accomplifhed by the enterprizing, tho’ un- 
fkilful politics of Cromwel. 


Great demonttrations of mutual friendfhip and regard, during thefe tranf- 
actions, pafied betwixt the French King and the Protector. Lord Falconbrige;, 
Cromwel’s fon-in-law, was fent over to Louis, then in the camp before Dunkirk ; 
and was received with the fame regard, which is ufually, by the French court, 
payed to foreign princes}. Mazarine fent to London his nephew, Mancini, 
along with the Duke of Crequi, and expreffed his regret, that his urgent affa'rs 
fhould deprive him of the honour, which he had long wifhed for, of paying, im 
perfon, his refpects to the greateft man in the world [. 
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Tue Protector reaped little fatisfaction from the fuccefs of his arms abroad: His 
fituation at home kept him in perpetual uneafinefs and inquietude. His adminil- 
tration, fo expenfive both by military enterprizes and fecret intelligence, had ex- 
haufted his revenue, and involved him in a confiderable debt. The Royalifts, he 
heard, had renewed their confpiracies, for a general infurrection ; and Ormond. 
was. fecretly come over with a view of concerting meafures for the execution of this 

project. 


ree noe 


brave admirals, is remarkable for the fame fpirit. Thurloe, Vol. iv.p.744. You-have, fays he, as I 
veri'y believe and am perfwaded, a plentiful flock of prayers going for you daily, fent up by the fo- 
Bereft and moft approved minifters and chriftians in this nation, and, notwithftanding fome difcourage- 
ments, very much wreftling of faith for you, which are to us, and’ I truft will be to you, matter of 
great encouragement, But notwithftanding all this, it will be good for you-and us to deliver up our- 
felves and all our affairs to the difpofition of our, all-wife Father, who not only out of prerogative, but 
becaufe of his goodnefs, wifdom and trath, ought to be refigned unto by his creatures, efpecially thofe 
who are children of his begetting thro’ the fpirit, &c, 

* 'Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 762. 

4+ Thurloe, Vol. vil. p. 151,158. 

t In reality the cardinal had. not enteitained fo high an idea of Cromwel. He ufed to fay, thathe 

was afortunate madman. Vie de Cromwel par Raguenet. See alfo Carte’s ColleGtion, Vol. il. p. 31. 
Gumble’s Life of Monk, p. 93. World’s Miitake in O. Cromwel. 
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was found dead ;- from ‘poyfon, as is fuppofed, which. he had volustarily taken. 
This man, both from the boldnefs of his attempt and the courage of hisend, wou! ld 
have been confecrated as a hero, almoft as a deity, by the Greeks and Romans: 
But our fentiments, with regard to tyrannicide at leaft; certainly contribute:more 
to the interefts and peace of civil fociety. 

Tue Protector might better have fupp orted thofe fears and apprehenfions, which 
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the public diftempers occafioned, had he enjoyed any domettic 
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difcover, that Cromwel, in all his enterprizes, ne dentertained views of promoting 


his own grandeur; more than of encouraging piety and religion, of which he 
nade fuch fervent profe! a His eldeft « } 

.dopted republican principles fo vehement, that fhe could not with patience 
behold power lodged in a fnele perfon, even in her indulgent father. His other 
daughters were no lefs prejudiced in favour of the ie caufe, and reereted 
the violences and iniquities, into w 


ich, they thought, their family had fo un- 
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tained an high regard for Dr. Heuet, lately executed ; and being refufed his pardon 
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Chap. Il. F{er death, which followed foon after, gave new edge to every word, which fhe 


Sicknefs ofthe 


Protector. 


had uttered, 


Aut compofure of mind was now for ever fied from the Protector: He found, 
that the grandeur, which, with fo much guilt and courage, he had attained, could 
not enfure him that tranquillity, which it belongs to virtue alone and moderation 
fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with the load of public affairs, dreading perpetu- 
ally fome fatal accident in his diftempered government, feeing nothing around him 
but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, poileffing the confidence of no party, 
refting his title on no principle, civil or religious, his power he found to depend on 
fo delicate a poize of faétions and interefts, as the fmalleft event was able, without 
any preparation, in a moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch fignal 
intrepidity, he had braved in the field, being inceffantly threatened by the poniards 
of fanatical or interefted affaflins, was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfions, 
and haunted him in every {cene of bufinefs-or repofe. Each action of his life be- 
trayed the terrors under which he laboured. The afpect of ftrangers was unealy to 
him: With a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face, to which he was not 
daily accuftomed. He never moveda ftep without ftrong guards attending him: 
He wore armour below his cloaths, and farther fecured him(elf by offenfive wea- 
pons, a fword, falchion, and piftols, which he always carried about him. He re- 
turned from no place by the direct road, or by the fame way which he went. Every 
journey he performed with hurry and precipitation. Seldom he flept above three 
nights together in the fame chamber: And he never let it be known beforehand 
what chamber he intended to choofe, nor entrufted himfelf in any, which was-not 
‘provided with backdoors, at which fentinels were carefully placed. Society terri- 
fyed him, while he reflected on his numerous, unknown, and implacable enemies : 


Solitude aftonifhed him, by withdrawing that proteGtion, which he found fo necef- 
fary for his fecurity. 


Fis body alfo, from the contagion of his anxious mind, began to be affected; 
and his health feemed very fenfibly to decline. He was feized with a flow fever, 
which changed into a tertian ague. For the {pace of a week, no dangerous fymptoms 
appeared ; and in the intervals of the fits he was able to walk abroad. At length, 
the fever encreafed, and he himfelf began to entertain fome thoughts of death, 
and to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, whofe idea had once been in« 
timately prefent to him; tho’ fince, in the hurry of affairs and the fthock of wars 
and factions, it had, no doubt, been confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, 
one of his preachers, if the dogtrine was true, that the eleé&t could never fall or 
futier a final reprobation. ‘ Nothing more certain,” replied the preacher. 


s¢ ‘Then 
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“* Then am I fafe,” faid the ProteGtor: For I am fure that once I was in a ftate Chap 


“* of orace.” 

Fiis phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition, to which his diftem pet 
had reduced him: But his chaplains, by their prayers, vifions, and revelations, fo 
buoyed up his hopes, that he began to believe his life out of ail danger. A favour- 
able anfwer, it was pretended, had been returned by heaven to the petitions of ali 
the godly ; and he relyed on their affeverations much more than on the opinion of 
the moft experienced phyficians. « I tell you,” he cried with confidence to the 
fatter, “I fhall not dye of this diftemper : Iam well aflured of m y recovery. Ic 
** is promifed by the Lord, not only to my fupplications, but alfo to that of men 
** who hold a ftricter commerce and more intimate ce: refpondence with him. Ye 


of his recovery. He himfelf was overheard offering up his addrefiés to heaven; 
and fo far had the wlufions of fanaticifm prevailed over the plaineft didtates of na- 
tural morality, that he aflumed more the character of -a mediator, in interceding 
for his people, than that of a criminal, whofe atrocious violation of focial duty 
had, from every tribunal, human and divine, merited the fevereft vengeance. 

Mzanwuite all the fymptoms began to weara more fatal afpect; and the 
phyficians were obliged to break filence, and to declare that the Protector could 
not furvive the next fit, with which he was threatened. The council was alarmed. 
A deputation was fent to know his-will with regard to his fucceffor. His fenfes were 
gone, and he could not now exprefs his intentions. They afked him whether he 
did not mean, that his eldeft fon, Richard, fhould fucceed him in the Protectorfhip. 
A fimple affirmative was, or feemed to be extorted from him. Soon after, on the 3d 
of September, that very day, which he had always confidered as the moft fortunate 
to him, he expired. A violent tempeft, which immediately fucceeded his deaths 
ferved as a fubject of difcourfe to the vulgar. His partizans, as well as his oppo- 
ments, were fond of remarking this event; and each of them endeavoured, by forced 
inferences, to interpret it as confirmation of their particular prejudices. 

THE writers, attached to the memery of this wonderful perfon, make his cha- 
racter, with regard to abilities, bear the air of the moft extravagant panegyric: His 
enemies form fuch a reprefentation of his moral qualities as refembles the moft viru- 
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Bates : See alfo Thurloe, vol. vii. p. 355, 416. 
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lent invective. Both of them, it mu‘t be confeffed, are fupported by tucn rising 
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; 9 and fortune as befow on their repreientation a preat air 
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«© of private birth and education, no fortune, No eminent qualities of body, which 
. * ‘ en . ] C w a ee - ‘4 £ ny vata > . 1, 
& have fometimes, nor inining lents of mind, which have oiten railed men to tne 
«© hicheft dignities, fhould have the courage to attempt and the abilities to execute: 


os . , : : 1. 
ion as the fubverting one of the moft antient and belt.eftab-- 


- 
La 


“¢ {> extraordinary a def 


‘¢ 1ifhed Monarchies in the world ? That he fhould have the power and boldnefs to 
. 4 = ae P) t ; . 
‘¢ put his Prince and niafter to an open and infamous death? Shou!d banifh that nu- 


serous and ftrongly allied family ? Cover all thefe temerities under a feeming obe- 


I 
-«s dience to a Parliament, in whofe fervice he pretended to be retained ? Trample 


be + . 2 ee ga fe ee 2 r } 
<¢ too upon that Parliament in sheir turo, and feornfully expel them fo foon as they 
<¢ cave him ground of diffatisfaction > Erect in their place the dominion of the 
+ ae Z . ‘ . 
< faints, and give reality to the moft vifionary idea, which the heated imagination: 
6 ov, 7 = 


ss of any fanatic was ever able to entertain? Supprefs again that montfter in its in- 
“ fancy, and openly fet up himfelf above all things that ever were called fovereign. 
‘© in England ? Overcome firft all his enemies by arms, and all his friends after- 
‘* wards by artifice? Serve all parties patiently fer a while, and command them, 
“ yictorioufly at laft ? Over-run each corner of the three nations, and fubdue with 
‘© equal felicity, both the riches of the fouth, and the poverty of the north? Be 
‘¢ feared and courted by all! foreign Princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods 
“ of the earth ? Call together Parliaments with a word of his pen, and featter: 
“¢ them again with the breath of his mouth ? Reduce to fubjection a warlike and 
s difcontented nation, by means of a mutinous army ? Command a mutinous army 
«© by means of feditious and factious officers ? Be humbly and daily petitioneds. 
s¢ that he would be plealed, at the rate of millions a year, to be hired as matter of 
6¢ thofe who had hired him before to be their fervant ? Have the eftates and lives of 
“ three nations as much at his difpofal-as was once the little inheritance of his father,. 
s and be as noble and liberal in the {pending of them? And laltly (for there is no 
end of enumerating every particular of his glory) with one word bequeath all this 
«© power and fplendor to his pofterity ? Dye poflefied of peace at home and tri- 
“© umph abroad ? Be buried among kings, and with more than regal folemnity ? 
‘© And leave a name behind him not to be extinguifhed but with the whole world ; 
‘s which as it was too little for his praife, fo might it have been for his conquefts, 
<¢ if the fhort line of his mortal life could have ftretched out to the extent of his 
*¢ immortal defigns ?” 

My intention is not to disfigure this picture, drawn by fo mafterly a hand: [ 
fhall only endeavour to remove from it fomewhat of the marvellous ; a circumftance 
which, 
* Cowley’s Difcourfes: This paflage is altered in fome particulars from the original. 
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which, on all occafions, gives of much ground for doubt and fufpicion. It feems 

ome, that the circumftance of Cromwel’s life, where his abilitie $ are pr incipally dif- 
covered, is his rifir S from a private ftation, in See to fo many rivals, fo anih 
advanced before him, to a high command and authority in the army. [is great 
courage, his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity anc addre i 


fite for this important acquifition. Yet will not this promotion 
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of» fi px vatura al abilities, when we confider, that Fairfax himéelf 
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attainedeven a buperiotr rank, and, li endued with common Cc: city and i pei etration, 
had been able to retain it. To incite fucl Si SEE oS aca ‘hap 
nad been aole to retain it, io uncite 1uch an army to reoe lion gaint tne £f£ar- 
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the*military and civil powers a fupreme and abfolute authority, from that moment 


is devolved on the general; and if he is afterwards pleafed to employ artifice or 
policy, it may be regarde -d, on moft occafions, as great condefcenfion, if not as 

That Cromwel was ever able really to blind or over-reach, 
either the King ort re Republicans, does not appear: As they pofiefled no means 
of refifting ubee. force under his command, they were glad to temporize with him, 


a fuperfluous cautio 


and, by feeming'to be deceived, wait for opportunities of freeing themfelves from 


135 


dg 


ae cominion. If he feduced the military fanatics, it is te be denhidered that their 


ntereft and his evidently concurred, that their ignorance and low education expofed 
iat to the grofiett impofition, and that he Lin nfelf was at bottom as frantic an en- 
thuGaft as the worft of them, and, in order to obtain their confidence, needed but 
difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he had early acquired, and on which 
he fet fo high a value. An army is fo forcible, and at the fame time fo coarfe a 

weapon, that any hand which wields it, may, without much dexterity, perform 
any operation, and attain any afcendant in human fociety. 

Tue domettic adminiftration of Cromwel, tho’ it difcovers great ability, was 
conduéted without any plan either of liberty or arbitrary power: Verhaps, his diff- 
cult fituation admitted of neither. His foreign enterprizes, tho’ full of intrepidity, 
were pernicious to national intereft, and feem more thet -efult of impetuous fury or 
narrow prejudices, than of cool forefight and deliberation, An eminert perfonage 
however, he was in-many refpects, and even a fuperior genius; but.unequal and ir+ 
regular in his operations. And tho’ not defective in any talent, except that of elo- 
cution, the abilities, which in him were moft admirable, and which moft contributed 
to his marvellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refolution of his enterprizes, and 
his peculiar dexterity in difcovering the characters, and practifing on the weak- 
mefies of mankind, 
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Ir we furvey the moral character of Cromwel with that indulgence, which 1s due 
to the blindnefs and infirmities of the human fpecies, we fhall not be inclined to load 
his memory with fuch violent reproaches as thofe which his enemies ufually throw 
upon it. Amidft the paffion and prejudices of that time, that he fhould prefer 
the parliamentary to the royal caufe, will not appear very extraordinary ;. fince, even 
at prefent, many men of fenfe and knowlege are difpofed to think, that the 
queftion with regard to the juftice of the quarrel may be regarded as very coubt- 
fuland ambiguous. The murder of the King, the moft atrocious of all his actions, 
was to him covered under a mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions ; and 
it is not impoffible, that he might believe it, as many others did, the moft merito- 
rious action, which he could perform. His fubfequent ufurpation was the effect of 
neceffity, as well as. of ambition; nor is it eafy to fee, how the various factions 
could at that time have been reftrained, without a mixture of military and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as a fon, a hufband, a father, 
a friend, is expofed to no confiderable cenfure, if it does not rather merit praife. 
And upon the whole, his character does not appear more extraordinary and unufual 
by the mixture of fo much abfurdity with fo much penetration, than by his tem- 
pering fuch vio'ent ambition and fuch enraged fanaticifm with fo much regard to 
jattice and humanity. | 

CROMWEL was in the fifty-ninth year of his age when he died. He was of a ro- 
buft frame of body, and of a manly, tho’ not agreeable afpect. | He left only 
two fons, Richard and Henry ; andthree daughters. ose married to general Fleet- 
wood, another to lord Faleonbrige, a third to lord Rich. His father died when 
he was young. His mother lived till after he was Protector; and, contrary to her 
orders, he buried her with great pomp in Weftminfter Abbey. She could not be 
perfuaded, that his power or perfon was ever in fecurity. At every noife, which the 
heard, fhe exclaimed, that her fon was murdered; and was never fatisfed that he 
was alive, if fhe did not receive fr: quent vifits from him. She was a decent woman ; 
and by her frugality and induftry had raifed and educated a numerous family upon 
afimall fortune. She had even been obliged. to. fet up a brewery at Huntington, 
which the managed to good advantage. Hence Cromwel, in the invectives of that 
age, is often figmatifed with the name of the Brewer. Ludlow, by way of in- 
fult, mentions the great acceffion, which he would receive to his royal revenues 
upon his mother’s death, who pofieffed a jointure of fixty pounds a year upon his 
eftate. She was‘of a good fan ily, of the name of Stuart ; remotely allied, as is 
by fome tuppofed, to the ro 
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CHAP, IL 


Richard acknowleged Proteétor——A Parliament.——Cabal of Wallingforé 
Houfe. Richard depofed———Long Parliament or Rump refiored. 
—Confpiracy of the Royalifis ——Infurreétion——sup reffed. 
Parliament expelled Committee of fafety——Foreign Ajfatrs. 
General Monk.——Monk declares for the Parliament. oP arliament 
reftored.—Monk enters London.—Declares for a free Parlament.~-— 
Secluded Members reftored.——Long Parliament diffolved.—New Parlia- 
ment.—Lhe Reflor gitonsea Manca: and Arts. 


























LIL. the arts of Cromwel’s policy had been fo often prattifed, that they began 
to lofe their effect; and his authority, inftead of being confirmed by time 
and fuccefs, feemed every day to become more uncertain and precarious. His 
friends the moft clofely connected with him, and hiscounfellors the moft trufted, 
were entering into cabals ey ate his authority; and with all his penetration into the 
characters of men, he could not find any minifters, on whom he m ‘eht with confi- 
dence rely. Menof ftrict probity and honour, he knew, would not fubmit to bein- 
{truments of an ufurpation, violent and illegal: The fe, who were free from the re- 
{traint of principle, might betray, for intereft, that caufe, in which, from no better 
motives, they had ink fted lente, — en thofe, on whom he conferred any 
favour, never efteemed the recompence fufficient for the facrifices, which they made 
to obtain it: Whoever was refufed any demand, jultified his anger by the fpecious 
colours of confcience and of duty. Such difficulties Jolege soy the Protector, that 
his dying at.fo.critical atime, is deemed by many the moft fortunate circumftance 
that ever attended him; and it was Wee be that all his courage and dexterity could 
not much longer have extended his ufurped adminiftration. 
Bur when that potent hand was removed, which.conductted the sera ty 
aeery one beads fudden diffolution of the unweildy and ill-jointed fabric. 
Richard, a young man of no exper ence educated in the country, pelts At toa 
retired life, unacquainted with the officers and unknown to them, recommend: 
ed by no military exploits, endeared y no familiarities, could not long, it was 
thought, maintain that authority, which his father had acquired by fo many valor- 
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vhen rt was e@bferved, that he 
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ch in his fituation were fo many vices, 





lity and good nature; the 
various ee of men were excited by the expeation of fome great event or revo- 
lution. * For forme time, however, the public y aif ea Oe in this opinion, Th 
: . ; fo oo £ m/e } : et 1 . 
Protedtor. Council recognized the fucceflion of Richard: Fieetwood, in whofe pee it was 
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nwel, had formerly made.a will, renounced ail claim or pretenfion toe 
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‘ys Richard’s. brother, who governed Ireland with grear 
at kingdom : Monk, whofe authority 
being much attached to his family, immediately 
cJ 
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y addreffes, from the c: unties and motft confiderable corpora- 
tions, in all the terms of dotiful allesiance congrat ilated him on Be, acce hie 
2 Ofeign minifters were forwardin payil ng pte the u fi alconipliments : And Richard, 
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whofe moderate, unambitious charaéter, never would have led him to contend for 


‘ 


empire, was tempted to accept fo rich’a fucceflion, which, by the confent of all 
mankiad,. feemed to be tendere | 

ir was found neceflary to call a Parliament, in order to furnifh fupplies, both 
for the ordinary adminiftration, and for fulfilling thofe engagements with foreign 

A Parliament. Princes, particularly Sweden, into which the la%t Protetor had entered. In hopes 
of obtaining greater influence on elections, the antient right was reftored to all the 
fmall burroughs; and the counties were allowed no more than their accuftomed 
members. Ihe Houle of Peers or the other Houfe confitted of the fame perfons, 
whohad been nominated by Oliver. 

Aut the Commons, at fr {t, fened without hefitation an engagement not to alter 
the prefent government. They next proceeded to examine the I duniiile Petition and 
Advice ; and after great oppofition and. many vehement difputes, it was, at laft, 
with much difficulty, carried by the court-party to confirm it. An acknowlege- 
ment too of the authority of the other Houfe was extorted from them ; tho’ it was 
refolved not to treat this houfe of Peers with any greater refpect chien’ they fhould 
return to the commions. A declaration was alfo made, that the eftablifhment of 
the other houfe fhould no way prejudice the. right of fuch of the antient peers as 
had, from the beginning of the war, adhered to the Parliament. In all tranfactions 
of the Commons, the oppofition was fo conliderable, and the debates were fo pro- 
longed, as much retarded all bufinefs, and gave great alarms to the partizans of the 
young Protector. 

Bur there was another quarter from which greater dangers were juftly appre- 
hended. The moft confiderable officers of the army, and even Fleetwood, bro- 

ther 
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cher in law to the Protector, were entering into eabals againft him. No character 
in human fociety is more dangerous than that of the Fanatic; becaufe, if actended 
with weak judgment, he is expofed to the fuge@eftions of others; if fupported by 
more difcernment, he is entirely governed by his own illufions, which fanétify his 


mott felfifh views and paffions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and being 


extremely addicted to a Repub lic and even to the Fifth Monarchy or dominion of 


d 


x faints, it was eafy for thole, who had infinuated pate into his confidence 


2 
to inftill difeutts againft the dignity of Protector. The whole @3 Beil gare 
in the army, which were ftill confiderable, ritz, Mato yn, Mofs, Farley, united 
themfelves to Bi 1at_ general. The officers too of the Cab e ach. whom Cromwel 


had difcardec vert ton, Ludlow, Rich, Okey, Alured, began to appear, sha to 


‘, 


recover vate sachiedise which had been only for a time fufpended. A party lik 
wife, who found themfelves eclip! fed in Richard’s favour, Sydenham, Kelley, 
Berry, Haines, joined the cabal of the others. Even Defborow, the Lrotector’s 
uncle, lent his authority to that faction. But above all, the intriguesof Lambert, 
who was now rouzed from his retreat, inflamed all thefe dangerous humours, and 
threatened the nation with fome great convulfion. All the apis atts 
eftablifhed their meetings at Pic wouds lodgings; and becaufe he dwelt in W al- 


lingford houfe, the party received a denomination from that place. 
n 


, — 


RIcHARD, who pofiel fed-neither refolution nor penctratio prevailed with 


to give an unguarded confent for calling a council of general officers, who might 


a) 
: 
eL 
ki 


make him propofals, as they pretended, for the cood.of the army. No fooner were 
they affembled than they voted a Remo eer: ~ They there lamented, that se 


good old caujfes as they termed it, that is, the caufe, for which they had enga 
againft the King, was entirely neglected ; and they propofed as a remedy, that 
the whole military power, the command of the armics, Bin iid be entrufted to 
fome perfon, 1 whom they might all confide. The city militia, influenced by 
two aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton,. exprefied the fame refolution of adhering to 
the good old caufe 

THE Paseatior was very juftly alarmed at thofe movements among the offi- 
cers. The perfons, in whom he chiefly confided, were all of them,. excepting 
Broghill, men of civil characters and proteffionss . Fiennes, Thurloe, Whitlocke, 
Wolfeley ; who could only affift him w ith their advice and opinion. He pofiefied 
none of thofe arts, which were oie to gain an enthufiattic army. Murmurs 
being thrown out againft fome pron tions, which he had made, Would you bave 
me, {aid he, prefer none but the goal 2 Here is Dick Tngoldjly, continued he, who 
can neither pray nor preach ; yet % will I tt uft him before ye all*, This im prudence 


* Ludlow; 
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gave preat offence to the pretended faints. | The other qualities of the Protector 
were laudable: He was of a gentle, humane, and generous difpofition, Some 
of his party offering to put an end to thefe intrigues by the-death of Lambert, if 
he would give them authority, he declared, that he would not purchafe power or 
dominion by fuch fanguinary meafures. 

Tue Parliament was no lefs alarmed at the military cabals. They voted, that 


there fhould be no meeting or general council of officers without the Protector’s 


© 


Gonfent, or by his orders. This vote brought affairs immediately to a rupture. 


4 


,. 


The officers haftened to Richard, and demanded of him the diffolution of the Par- 
hiament. Defborow, a man of a clownihh ¢ 

fhould refufle. The Protector wanted the refolution to deny, and poffeffed little abi- 
lity to refit. The Parliament was diffolved; and by the fame aét the Proteétor 
was by every one confidered as effectually dethroned. Soon after, he figned his dif- 
miffion in form. 

Firnry, the deputy of Ireland, was endowed with the fame beneficent and mo- 
derate difpofition as Richard ; butas he enjoyed more vigour and Capacity, it was 
ught make refiftance. His popularity in Ireland was great ; 
and even his perfonal authority, notwithftanding his youth, was confiderable. Had 
his ambition been very eager, he hid, no doubt, beep able to create difturbance : 
But being threatened by Sir Hardrefs Waller, Colonel John Jones, and other offi- 
cers, he very quietly refigned his command, and retired to England. He had once 
entertained thoughts, which he had not refolution to execute, of proclaiming the 
King in Dublin *. 

Tnus fell, fuddenly and from an enormous height, but, by arare fortune, with- 
out any hurt or injury, the family of the Cromwels. Richard continued to poffefs 
an eftate, which was very moderate, and burthened too with a large debt, which 
he had contracted for the interment of his father. After the reftoration, tho’ he 
remained unmolefted, he thought proper to travel for fome years; and at Pezenas 
in Languedoc he was introduced under a borrowed name to the Prince of Conti. 
That Prince, talking of Englifh affairs, broke out into admiration of Cromwel’s 
courage and capacity. ‘* But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Richard,” faid hes 
“* what has become of him? How could hé be fuch a blockhead as to reap no greater 
“¢ benefit from-all his father’s crimes and fucceffes? Unhappily for fociety, men 
entertain fo high a regard for parts and talents, even when mifapplied, that the love 
ef popular applaufe is rendered an additional incitement to ambition, ufurpation, 
and civil diforder. Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life to an extreme old 
age, and died nottill the latter ead of Queen Anne’s reign. His focial virtues, more 

valuable 
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apprehended, that he mi 


* Carte’s Collections, vol. ii. Pp. 243. 
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valuable than the greateft capacity, met with a recompence, more precious than 
noify fame and more fuitable, contentment and tranquillity. 


Tue council of officers, now poffefled of fupreme authority, deliberated what 


form of government they fhould eftablifh. Many of them icemed inclined to 
exercife the power of the fword in the moft open manner: but as it was ar 


~~ 
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hended, that the people would with great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, levied 
by arbitrary will and pleafure; it was agreed to preferve the fhadow of civil admi- 
niftration, and to revive the long Parliament, which had been expelled by .Cromwel- 
They could not be diffolved, it was afferted, but by their own confent ;..and.vio- 
lence had interrupted, but was not able to deftroy, their right to government. 
The officers alfo expected, that as thefe members had fufficiently felt their own 
weaknefs, they would be contented to aét in fubordination to the military com- 
manders, and would thenceforth allow all the authority to remain where the power 
was fo vifibly vetted. 

Tur officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and propofed to him, that the Par- 
liament fhould refume their feats. Lenthal was a man of a low and, timid [pirits 
and being uncertain, what iffue might attend thefe councils, was defirous of evading 
the Bianicial He replied, that he could i no means comply with the defire of 


= 


the officers; having appointed a eee ef s of far oreate r impor tance to himfelf, which 


~« 


he could not omit on any account, becaufe it concerned the falvation of his own foul, 
The officers preffed him to know aie it might be... He was. preparing, he faid 
to participate of the Lord’s Supper, w iich he refolved to take the next fabbath 
day. They infifted, that mercy was preferable to facrifice, and that he could not 
better prepare himfelf for that great daty, than by contributing to the public go od. 
All their remonftrances had no effect. How ever, on the appointed day, the fpeake - 
being informed, that a quorum of the Houfe was likely to meet, tae proper 
i,0twithftanding the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow obferves, to join. them ; and the 


Houfe immediately proceeded upon iene tiG The fecluded members attempted, 
but in vain, to refume their feats among them. 

Tue numbers of this Parliament were v rery fmall, little exc 
Their authority in the nation, ever fince they had been purge 
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tremely diminifhed ; and after their expulfion, had b een totally annihilated s But be- 


5 
Bice they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title of the f 
and obferved tha 
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the army, not to act a fubordinate part to thoie wno acknowleged themfelves theit 


no all of them men of violent ambition ; fome of them men of exper! lence aiid Ca- 


5 


ipreme authority 
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fervants. They chofe a council, where they took care that the officers of W alling- 


ford Houfe fhould not be the: majority : They appointed Fleetwood to be lieutenant- 
Vou. Il. O general, 
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general, but inferted in his commiffion, that it fhould « nly continue during the plea- 
fure of the Houfe: They chofe feven perfons, who fhould nominate to. fuch com- 
mands as became vacant: And they voted, that all commiffions fhould be received 
from the fpeaker, and be figned by him in the name of the Parliament. Thefe 
precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, gave great difguft to the general 
officers; and their difcontenr would have broke out into fome refolution, fatal to 
the Parliament, had it not been checked by apprehenfions of danger from the 
commion enemy. 


Tux bulk of the nation confifted of Royalifts and Prefbyterians ; and to both 
thefe parties the dominion of the pretended Parliament had ever been to the laft 
degree odious. When this Parliament was expelled by Cromwel, contempt had 
fucceeded to hatred ; and no referve had been ufed in expreffing the utmoft derifion 
again{t the impotent ambition of thefe ufurpers. Seeing them reinftated in autho- 
rity, all orders of men felt the higheft indignation ; together with apprehenfions 
Jeft fuch tyrannical rulers fhould exert their power in vengeance upon their ene- 
mies, by whom they had been fo openly infulted. A fecret reconcilement therefore, 
was made between the rival] Parties ; and it was agreed, that, laying afide former en- 
mities, all efforts fhould be ufed for the overthrow of the Rump: For fo they called 
the Parliament, in allufion to that part-of the animal body, the leaft and moft ig- 
noble. The Prefbyterians, fenfible from experience, that their paffion for liberty, 
however laudable, had carried them into unwarrantable extremes, were willing to 
Jay afide former jealoufies, and, at all hazards, to reftore the royal family... The 
nobility, the gentry bent their moft paffionate endeavours to the fame enterprize, 
by which alone they could be redeemed from flavery. And no man was fo re- 
mote from party, fo indifferent to public good, as not to feel the moft ardent 
wifhes, for the diffolution of that tyranny, which, whether the civil or the mili- 
tary part of it be confidered, was equally oppreffive and ruinous to the nation. 


Confpiracy of “THE generous Mordaunt, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his trial, before the 


the Royalifts. 


Flight court of Juftice, feemed rather animated than daunted with paft danger ; 
and having, by his refolute behaviour, obtained the highett confidence of the royal 
party, he was now becomie the center of all their con fpiracies. In many counties, a 
refolution was takento rife in arms. Lord Willoughby of Parham and Sir Horatio 
Townfhend undertook to fecure Lynne: General Maffey engaged to feize Glocef- 
ter: Lord Newport, Littleton, and other gentlemen confpired to take poffeffion of 
Shrewfbury 5 Sir George Booth of Chefter ; Sir Thomas Middleton of North- 
Wales; Arundel, Pollard, Granville, Trelawney, of Plymouth and Exetcr, A 
day was appointed for the execution of all thefe enterprizes. And the King attended 
by the Duke of Yorke had arrived fecretly at Calais, with a refolution of putting 


him(felf 
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himfelf at the head of his loyal fubje&ts. The French had promifed to fupply him Chap. IIT. 
with a {mall body of forces, in order to countenance the infurrections of the Englith. 1059: 
Tuts combination was difconcerted by the infidelity of Sir Richard Willis. Thar 
traitor continued with the Parliament the fame correfpondence, which he had begun 
with Cromwel, He had engaged to reveal all confpiracies, fo far as to deftroy 
their effect ; but referved to himfelf, if he pleafed, the power of concealing the 
confpirators. He took care never to name any of the old, genuine cavaliers, who 
had zealoufly adhered, and were refolved ftill to adhere, to the royal caufe in every 
fortune. Thefe men he efteemed ; thefe he even loved. He betrayed only the 
new converts among the Prefbyterians, or fuch lukewarm Royalifts, as, difcou- 
raged with their difappointments, were refolved to expofe themfelves to no more 
hazards. A lively proof, how impoffible it is, even for the moft corrupted minds, 
to diveft themfelves of all regard to morality and focial duty ! 
Many of the confpirators in the different counties were thrown into prifon * July. 
Others, aftonifhed at fuch fymptoms of fecret treachery, left their houfés or re- 
mained quiet: The moft tempeftuous weather prevailed during the whole time [aforrecion. 
appointed for the rendevouzes; infomuch that fome found it impoffible to join 
their friends, and others were difmayed with fear and fuperftition at an incident 
fo unufual during the fummer feafon. Of all the projects, the only one which 
took effect was that of Sir George Booth for the feizing Chefler. The earl 
of Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, Colonel Morgan took part in 
his enterprize. Sir William Middleton joined him with fome troops from North 
Wales ; and the infurgents were powerful enough to fubdue all in that neighbour- 
hood, who ventured tooppofe them, In their declaration they made no mention 
of the King: They only demanded a free and full Parliament. 
Tue Rump were juftly alarmed. How combutftible the materials were they 
well knew; and the fire was now fallen among them. Booth wasof a family emi- 
nently prefbyterian ; and his conjunction with the Royalifts they regarded as a 
moft dangerous fymptom, They had many officers, whofe fidelity they could 
more depend upon than that of Lambert : But there was no-one in whofe vigilance 
and capacity they repofed fuch confidence. They commiffioned him to fupprefs 
the infurgents. He made incredible hafte. Booth imprudently ventured himfelf 
out of the walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the open field, his raw troops againtt 
thefe hardy veterans. He was foon routed and taken prifoner. His whole party were Sapprefled — 
difperfed. And the Parliament had no farther occupation than to fill all the prifons 
with their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were even entertained of tranfporting 
the loyal families to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies; left they thould 
propagate in England children of the fame malignant affections with themfelves. 
O 2 Tug. 
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Chap. IIT. Tuts fuccefs haftencd the ruin of the Parliament. Lambert, at the head of a 
1059. hedy of troops, was no lefs dangerous tothem than Booth. A thoufand pounds, 
which they fent him to buy a jewel, he employed in liberalities to his officers. At 

his inftigation they drew up a petition, and tranfmitted it to Fieetwood, a weak 

man, and an honeft, if fincerity in folly deferves that honourable name. | The im- 

port of this petition was, that Fleetwood fhould be made commander in chief, 

Lambert major-gencral, Defborow lieutenant-general of the horfe, Monk major 


€ 
general of the foot. To which, a demand was added, that no officer fhould be 


difmiffed from his command but by a court-martial. 


Tue Parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately cafhiered Lambert, Def- 
borow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, Kelfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed 
the impeachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood’s commiflion was 
voided, andthe command of the army was vefted in feven perfons, of whom that 
General was one. The Parliament voted, that they would have no more general 
officers. And they declared it high treafon to levy any money without confent of 
Parliament. 

Bur thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofition to the fwords of the foldiery. 
Lambert drew fome troops together, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, 
who. was leading his regiment to the affiftance of the Parliament, was deferted 6 
them. Morley and Mofs brought their regiments into Palace-Yard, refolute to 

rath of O&o- Oppofe the violence of Lambert, But that artful general knew an eafy way of 
ber. difappointing them. He placed his foldiers in the ftreets which led to Weftminfter- 
Hall. 


oe When the fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfes to be turned, 
arimamen - 


karnettad: and very civilly conducted him home. The other members were in like manner 
xpe 


intercepted. And the two regiments in Palace-Yard, finding themfelves expofed 


to derifion, peaceably retired to their quarters. A very little before this bold 

enterprize, a folemn faft had been kept by the army ; and it is remarked, that this 
ceremony was the ufual prelude to every fignal violence which they committed. 

Tue officers found themfelves again invefted with fupreme authority, of which 

they intended for ever to retain thé fubftance, however on others they might be- 

hegre {tow the empty fhadow or appearance. They elected acommittee of twenty-three 

ber: erfons, of whom feven were officers. ‘Thefe they pretended to inveft with fove- 

Committee of Feiga authority ; and called them a Committee of Safety. They {poke every where 

Safety. of fummoning a Parliament, chofen by the people; but they really took fome 

fteps towards affembling a military Parliament, compofed of officers, ele€ted from 

every regiment in the fervice*. Thro’out the three kingdoms there prevailed no- 


thing but the melancholy fears, to the nobility and gentry, of a bloody maffacre 
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and extermination; to the reft of the people, of perpetual fervitude, beneath 
thofe fanctified robbers, whofe union and whofe divifions wouid be e 


é ouahyg je. 
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ftructive, and who, under pretext of fuperior illuminations, would foon extir, 


if poffible, all private morality, as they had already all public law and juttic 
from the Britifh dominions. 

Durine the. time that England continued: in this diftra&ted condition, the 
ether kingdoms of Europe were haftening towards a compofure of thofe. difie- 
rences, by which they had fo long been agitated, “The Parliament, while it pre- 


as 


ferved authority, inftead of following the deflructive politics of Cromwel, and fairs. 


lending afliftance to the conquering Swede, embraced the prudent maxims-of the 
Dutch Commonwealth, and refolved, in conjunction with that State, to mediate 
by force of arms an accommodation between the northern crowns. Wiontague 
was fent with a fquadron tothe Baltic, and carried with him as ambaffador 
Algernon Sidney; the famous Republican, . Sidney found. the Swedifh Monarch 
employed in the fiege of Copenhagen, the capital of his enemy; and was highly 
pleafed, that, with a Roman arrogance, he could check the progrefs of royal 
victories, and difplay in fo fgnal a manner the fuperiority of freedom above ty- 
ranny. With the higheft indignation, the ambitious Prince was obliged to fub- 


— we SS 


ey 
mit to the imperious mediation of the two Commonwealths. . ** ’Tis cruel,” faid 
he, ‘* that laws fhould be prefcribed me by parricides and pedlars.” But his 
whole army. was enclofed in an ifland, and.might be ftarved by the combined 
fquadrons of England and, Holland. He was obliged therefore to quit his prey, 
when he had fo nearly got pofleffion of it; and having agreed to a pacification 
with Denmark, retired into his own country; where he foon after died. 

Tuer wars betwixt France and Spain were alfo concluded by the treaty of the 
Pyrenees. Thefe bloody animofities had long been carried on between the rival 
ftates, even while governed by a fifter and brother, who cordially loved anc 
teemed each other. But politics, which had fo long prevailed over theie frie 
affections, now at laft yielded to their benign influence; and never was the tri- 
umph more full and compleat. The Spanifh Low Countries, if not every part 
of that Monarchy, lay almoft entirely at the mercy of its enemy. bBroken.ar- 
mies, difordered finances, flow and irrefolute councils; by thefe refources alone 
were the difperfed provinces of Spain defended againft the vigorous power of 


France. But the Queen regent, anxious for the 


LAsw 


of her brother, by her im- 
portunities and her authority with the cardinal, ftopped the progrefs of the French 
_ . 7 Ty Spe 
conquefts, and put an end to a quarrel, which, being com menced. by ambition, 
and attended with victory, was at laft concluded with moderation. 1 he young 


Monarch of France, tho’ afpiring and watlike in his character, was at this tim 
entire 
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entirely occupied in the pleafures of love and gallantry, and had paffively re- 
figned the reins of the empire into the hands of his politic minifter. And he re- 
mained an unconcerned {pectator ; while an opportunity for conqueft was parted 
with, which, during the whole courfe of his aétive reign, he never was able fully 


to retrieve. 

Tue minifters of the two crowns, Mazarine and Don Louis de Haro, met at 
the foot of the Pyrenees, in the Ifle of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to 
belong to neither kingdom. The negotiation being brought to an iffue by fre- 
quent conferences between the minifters, the Monarchs themfelves agreed to acon- 
grefs ; and thefe two {plendid courts appeared in their full luftre amidft thofe fa- 
vage mountains. Philip brought his daughter, Mary Therefe, along with him ; 
and giving her in marriage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by 
this new tye the incompatible interefts of the two monarchies. The French 
King made a folemn renounciation of every fucceffion, which might accrue to him 
in right of his fpoufe; a vain formality, too weak to reftrain the ungoverned am- 
bition of Princes, 

Tue affairs of England were in fo great diforder, that it was not poffible to 
comprehend that kingdom in the treaty, or adjuft meafures with a power, which 
was in fuch inceflant fuétuation, The King, reduced to defpair by the failure of 
all enterprizes for his reftoration, was refolved to try the weak refource of foreign 
fuccours; and he went to the Pyrenees at the time when the two minifters were in the 
midift of their negotiations. Don Louis received him with that generous civi- 
lity, peculiar to his nation; and exprefied great inclination, had the low condition 
of Spain allowed him, to give affiftance to the diftreffed Monarch. The cautious 
Mazarine, pleading the alliance of France with the Englifh Commonwealth, re- 
fufed even to fee him ; and tho’ it is pretended, that the King offered to marry the 
Cardinal’s niece, he could, for the prefent, obtain nothing but empty profeffions 
of refpect and proteftations of fervice. The condition of that Monarch, to all 
the world, feemed totally defperate. His friends had been baffled in every attempt 
for his fervice: The fcaffold had often ftreamed with the blood of the moft active 
Royalifts: The fpirits of many were broke with tedious imprifonments ; The ef- 
tates of a'l were harraffed with fines and confifcations : None dur{t openly avow 
themfelves of that party : And fo {mall did their number feem to a fuperficial view, 
that even fhould the nation recover its liberty, which was efteemed no way pro- 
bable, it was judged uncertain what form of government it would embrace, But 
amidit all thefe gloomy profpeéts, fortune, by a furprizing revolution, was now 
paving the way for the King to mount in peace and triumph the throne of his an- 

ceftors, 
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eeftors, It was by the prudence and loyalty of general Monk, that this happy Chap. IIE. 

change was at laft accomplifhed. Fos 
Groarce Monk, to whom the fate was referved of re-eftablifhing monarchy, General 

and finifhing the bloody diffenfions of the three kingdoms, was the fecond fon of a Monk. 

family in Devonfhire, antient and honourable, but lately, from too great hofpitality 

and expence, fomewhat fallen to decay. He betook himfelf, very early in his 

youth, to the profeffion of arms; and was engaged in the unfortunate expeditions 

to Cadiz and the Ifle of Rhé. After England had concluded peace with alt its neigh- 

bours, he fought military experience in the Low Countries, the great fchool of war 

to all the Europzan nations; and he rofe to the command of a company under 

lord Goring. This company confifted of 200 men, of whom a hundred were vo- 

lunteers, often gentlemen of family and eftate, fometimes noblemen, who lived 

upon their own fortunes in a fplendid manner, Such a military turn at that time 

prevailed among the Englibh. 


Wuew the found of war was firft heard in this ifland, Monk returned to Enz- 
Jand, partly defirous of promotion in his native country, partly difgufted with fome 
ill ufage from the States, of which he found reafon to complain. Upon the Scotch 
pacification, he was employed by the earl of Leicefter againft the Irith rebels; 
and haying obtained a regiment, was foon taken notice of, for his military fkill 
and for his calm and deliberate valour. Without oftentation, expence, or carefies, 
merely by his humane and equal temper, he gained the good-will of all the fol- 
diery ; and with a mixture of familiarity and affection, they ufually called’him doneft 
George Monk , an honourable appellation, which they {till continued to him, even 
during his greateft elevation. He was remarkable for his moderation in party; and 
while all around him were enflamed into rage againft the oppofite faction, he fell 
under fufpicion from the candour and tranquility of his behaviour. When the Irith 
army was Called over into England, furmiles of this kind had been fo far credited, 
that he had even been fufpended from his command, and ordered to Oxford, that 
he might anfwer the charge laid againft him. His eftablithed charaéter for truth 
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and fincerity here ftood him in great ftead; and upon his earneft proteftations. 


and declarations, he was foon reftored to his regiment, which he joined at the fiege 
of Nantwich. The very next day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated 
the Royalifts, commanded by Biron; and took colone! Monk prifoner. He was 
fent to the Tower, where he endured, above two years, all the rigors of poverty 
and confinement. ‘The King, however, was fo mindful as to fend him, notwith- 
ftanding his own difficulties, a prefent of a 100 guineas ; but it was not-till after 
the Royalifts were t tally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. . Monk, how- 
ever diftreficd, had always refufed the moft inviting offers from the Parliament: 

But 
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Parliament. 
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But Cromwel, fenfible of his merit, having follicited him to engage in the wars 
apainit the Irifh, who were confidered as rebels both by King and Parliament; he 
was not unwilling to repair his broken fortunes by accepting a command, which, 
he flattered himf<If, was reconcilable to the ftricteft principles of honour.. Having 


once engaged with the Parliamen he was obliged to obey orders ; and found 
(t the Marquefs of Ormond in Ireland, and 


. 
1c Grated to &oht both 5 
va . > oma" af a . 3, | | : 4 ¢ 
Vieh1 neceiitatec to bot al & od a hale 
. "3r 7 
re i 
: 


t & Tih f . iy ; f ve t+ha arin We ‘ Patna 
} the Kine himfelf in Scotla pon the reduction of this laft kingdom, 
: g 
a e = . a ae — ‘ a j } “ss oe EE Th > LC e 
< was left with the fupreme command; and by the equality and jultice ox his 
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miniftration he was able to give contentment tothat reftlefs people, now reduced 


Ture connexions, which he had formed with Cromwel, his benefactor, pre- 
red him faithful to Richard, who, by his father, had been enjoined to follow 


every thing the directions of g When the long Parliament was 
reftored, Monk, who was) unprepared for oppofition, acknowleged their autho- 
rity, and was continued in his command, from which it would not have been fafe 
to attempt the diflodging him. After thesarmy had expelled the Parliament, he 
protefted againft the violence, and refolved,as he pretended, to vindicate their in- 
vaded privileges. Deeper defigns, either in the King’s favour or his own, were 
from the beginning fufpected to be the motive of his actions, 


A rivatsaip had long fubfifted between him and Lambert: and 


every body 
faw the reafon why he oppofed himfelf to the advancement of that ambitious oe- 
neral, by whofe fuccefs his own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. 
But little friendthip had ever been maintained between him and the parliamentary 
leaders ; and it feemed no way probable, that he intended to employ his induftry 
and fpend his blood for the advancement of one enemy above another. How 
early he entertained defigns for the King’s reftoration, we know not with cer- 
tainty: It is likely, that, as foon as Richard ‘was depofed, he forefaw, that, 
without fuch an expedient, it would be impoffible ever to bring the nation to a 
regular fettlement. His elder and yoanger brothers were entir« 


~ 


o 

ty devoted to the 

{t of his kindred, 

me intereft : He hinifelf was intoxicated with no fumes of enthu- 
maintained no connexions with any of the fanatical tribe. His 

early engagements had been with the King, and he had left that fervice without 


royal caufe: -The Granvilles, “his near re!ations, and all the re 
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ouft from the royal family. ‘Since he had inlifted himfelf with 
the oppofite party, he had been guilty of no violence or rigor, which might ren- 
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der him obnoxious, ‘His return, therefore, to loyalty was eafy and open; and ©»4p- JU. 
nothing could be fuppofed to counterballance his natural propenfity to that mea- 

fure, except the views of his own elevation, and the profpect of ufurping the 

fame grandeur and authority, which had been affumed by Cromwe!. But fr 
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tion of his temper, the calmnefs and folidity of his gentus, and his limited capa 
city, not to mention his age, now upon the aceite feem to have fet him at « 
great diftance. Cromwel hi aie he always afierted *, could not longs have 
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maintained his ufurpation ; and any other perfon, even equal to him in genius, it 
1 


was obvious, would now find it more difficult to practife arts, of which every 
one, from experience, was fufficiently aware. It is more agreeable, therefore, to 
reafon as well as candor to fuppofe, that Monk, fo foon as he put himfelf in 
movement, had entertained views of effectuating the King’s reftoration; nor 
ought any-objections, derived from his profound filence even to Charles himfelf, 
bé regarded as confiderable. His temper was naturally ret ferved, his circumftan- 
ces required diffimulation, the King he knew. was furrounded with {pies and trai- 
tors; and upon. the whole it feems hard to interpret that conduct, which ought 


to exalt our idea of his prudence, as adil o aragement of his probity, 


Sir John Granville, hopeful that the general would engage in the King’s fer- 
vice, fent into Scotland his younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who car- 


ried him a letter and invitation from the IO: When the doétor arrived 


found, that his brother was then holding a council of officers, and was not to be 


feen for fome hours. In the mean time, he was received and entertained by 
Price, the general’s chaplain, a man of probity, as well-as a vi irtizan of the 


- 


<ing’s. The doctor having an entire confidence in the chaplain, tall ked very 


freely with him about the object of his journey, and engaged hints if there fhould 


be.occafion, to fecond his applications. At Jaft, the general araves ; the bro- 
thers embrace ; and after fome preliminary ‘converfation, the doctor opens 
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body mentioned the fubject of his yourney. ** To no body,” — d his» bro- 
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bufinefs. . Monk interrupts him to know, whether he had ever before to any 


ther, ‘* but*o Price, whom I know to be entirely in your confidence.” “ihe ge- 
neral, altering his countenance, changed the difcourfe; and w isis enter into no 
arth: r confidence with him, but fent him away with the firft opportunity. , 
would not truft his own brother the moment he knew that che had difclofed the 
fecret ; tho’ to a man whom he himfelf could have trufted’ 
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* Gumble’s life of Monk, p. 9 
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+ Lord Lanfdown’s defence of ge neral Monk. 
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His conduct in all other particulars was full of the fame referve and prudence ; 
and no lefs was requifite for effecting the difficult work which he had undertaken. 
All the officers.in his army, of whom he entertained any fufpicion, he immedi- 
ately cafhiered: Cobbet, who had been fent by the Committee of Safety, under 
pretext of communicating their refolutions. to Monk, but really with a view of 
debauching his army, he committed to cuftody: The feveral fcattered regiments, 
he drew together: He fummoned an aflembly, fomewhat refembling a conven- 
tion of eftates in Scotland ; and having communicated his refolution of march- 
ing into England, he received from them a feafonable, tho’ no great fupply of 
money. 


Hearine that Lambert was advancing northward with his army, Monk fent 
Cloberry and two other commiffioners to London with large profeffions of his 
inclination to peace, and with offers of terms for an accommodation, His chief 
aim was to obtain delay, and relax the preparations of his enemies. The Com- 
mittee of Safety fell into the {fnare. A treaty was figned by the commiffioners ; 
but Monk refufed to ratify it, and complained that his commiffioners had exceed- 
ed their powers. He defired however to enter into a new negotiation at Newcaftle. 
The Committee willingly accepted this fallacious offer.. 


Meanwaite thefe military fovereigns found themfelves furrounded on all hands 
with inextricable difficulties. che nation had fallen into a total anarchy; and 
by refufing the payment of all taxes, reduced the army to the greateft necefiities. 
While Lambert’s forces were affembling at Newcaftle, Hazelrig and Morley took 
pofieffion of Portfmouth, and declared for the Parliament. ' A party fent to fup- 
prefs them, were perfwaded by their commander to join in the fame declaration. 
The city apprentices rofe in atumult, and demanded a free Parliament. Tho’ 
they were fupprefied by colonel Hewfon, a man who from the profeffion of a 
cobler had rifen to a high rank in the army, the city ftill difcovered fymptoms 
of the moft dangerous difcontent, It even eftablifhed a kind of feparate govern- 


ment, and afflumed the fupreme authority within itfelf. Admiral Laufon with 


his fquadron came into the river, and. declared for the Parliament. Hazelrig 
and Morley, hearing of this important event, Jeft Portfmouth, and advanced to- 
wards London. ‘The regiments near that city, being follicited by their old offi- 
cers, who had been cafhiered by the Committee of Safety, revolted again to the 
Parliament. Defborow’s regiment, being fent by Lambert to fupport his friends, 
no fooner arrived at St. Albans, thant declared for the fame affembly. 

Fier twoop’s hand was found too weak and unftable to fupport this ill-founded 
fabric, which, every where around him, was falling into ruins. When he re- 
ceived intelligence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he would fall upon his 
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knees in prayer, and could hardly be prevailed with to join the troops. Even 
when among them, in the midft of any difcourfe, he would invite them all to 
prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them. If any of his friends exhorted 
him to more vigor, they could get no other anfwer, than that God had fpit in 
his face, and would not hear him. Men now ceafed to wonder, why Lambert 
had promoted him to the office of General, and had been contented himfelf with 
the fecond command in the army. 


Lentuat, the fpeaker, being invited by the officers, again affumed authority, 


and fammoned together the Parliament, which twice before had been expelled “" 


with fo much reproach and ignominy. As foon as affembled, they repealed 
their act againft the payment of excife and cuftoms; they appointed commif- 
fioners for affigning quarters to the army ; and without taking any notice of Lam- 
bert, they fent orders to the forces under his command immediately to repair to 
thofe garrifons, which were appointed them. 


T.AMBERT WaS now in @ very difconfolate condition. Monk, he faw,: had 
affed the Tweed at Coldftream, and was advancing upon him, His own fol- 
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ft of Janu- 


diers deferted him in great multitudes, and joined the enemy. — Lord Fairfax too, ©” 


he heard, had raifed forces behind him, and poffeffed himfelf of York, without 
declaring his purpofe. The laft orders of the Parliament fo entirely {tripped 
him of his army, that there remained not with him above 100 horfe: All the 
reft went to their quarters with quietnels and refignation; and himfelf was, fome 
time after, committed to the Tower. The other officers of the army, who had 
formerly been cafhiered by the Parliament, and had refumed their commands 
that they might fubdue that affemble, were again cafhiered and confined to their 
own houfes. Sir Harry Vane and other members, who had concurred with the 
Comunittee of Safety, were ordered into a like confinement. And the Parliament 
now feemed to be again poffefied of a more abfolute authority than ever, and to 
be without any danger of oppofition or contradiction. 

Tue Republican party was at this time headed by two men, Hazelrig and 
Vane, who were-of very oppofite characters, and mortally hated each other. 
Hazelrig, who poffeffed greater authority in the Parliament, was haughty, impe- 
rious, precipitate, vain-glorious ; without civility, without prudence ; qualified 
only by his noify, pertinacious obflinacy to acquire an afcendant.in public coun- 
cils. Vane was noted, in all civil tranfactions, for temper, infinuation, addrefs, 


‘ 
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and a profound judgment 5 in all religious fpeculations, for folly and extravagance. 


Z 
He was a perfect enthufiatt ; and fancying that he was certainly favoured with in- 
fpiration, he efteemed himfelf, to fpeak in the language of the times, to be a 
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ey Il. man above ordinances, and by reafon of his pericction, to be unlimited and unre-. 
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with pride, had fo corrupted his excellent underftanding, that fometimes he 
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thought himfelf the perfon deputed to reign on earth for a thoufand years over the 
whole congregation of the faithful * 


Mowk, tho’ informed of the reftoration of the Parliament, from whom he re- 
ceived no orders, ftill advanced. with. his army,-which was near 6000 men: The 
fcattered forces in Lngland were three times more numerous. Fairfax, who had 
refolved to declare for the King, not being able to make the General open his in- 
tentions, retired to his own houfe in Yorkfhire. In all countries thro’ which. a. 
Monk pafied, the prime gentry flocked to him with addrefles, exprefiing their 
earneft defire, that he would be inftrumental in reftoring the nation to peace and 
tranquillity, and to the enjoyment of thofe liberties, which by law were their. 
birthright, but of which, during fo many years, they had been fatally bereaved : 

And that, in order to.this, falutary purpofe,. he would prevail, either for the 
reftoring thofe members, who had been fecluded before the King’s death, or for 

i da Lh £ 4 Jarliame 7h ratte, leg ¥ 

the election of a: new Parliament, who might, legally and by general confent,. 
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again govern the nation. Tho’ Monk pretended not to javour thefe addrefies, that 

ray of hope; which the knowlege of his character and fituation afforded, migh- 

tily animated all. men.. The tyranny and the anarchy, which now equally op- 
prefied the kingdom ; the experience of paft diftraCtions, the fear of future con- 
vulfions, the indignation againft military ufurpation, againft fanctified hypocrify. 

AM thefe motives bad united every part, except the moft.defperate, into ardent ‘_ 
wifhes for the King’s reftoration, the only remedy for all thefe fatal evils. | 
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Scor and Robinfon were fent as deputies by the Parliament, under pretext of? 
congratulating the General, but in reality to ferve as fpies upon him. The city 
difpatched four of their principal citizens to perform like compliments; and at the: 
fame time to confirm the General in his inclination to a free Parliament, the ob- 
ject-of all men’s prayers and endeavours... The authority of Monk could fearce 
fecure the parliamentary deputies from thofe infults, which the eeneral hatred and. 
contempt towards their mafters drew from men of every rank and denomination. 
Monx continued his march with few intervals till he came to St. Albans. He 
there fent a mefiage to the Parliament, defiring them to remove from London 
thofe regiments, who, tho” they now profeffed to return to their duty, had fo 
lately offered violence to that afflembly. This meflage was unexpected, and ex- 
ceedingly perplexed the houfe. Their fate, they found, muft ftill depend on a 
mercenary army ; and they were as diftant as ever from their imagingry fove- 
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was Quartered in Somerfet Houfe, exprefsly refufed to yield their p 
northern army. But thofe officers, who would gladly, on fueh an occafion, | 


7 34 ] ,AaAY‘rA tre a moat a wine Gena 5 de C - cy : 7 
wflamed the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement; and for want of leaders, the 34 
foldiers were at laft, with great reluctance, obliged to comply. Monk with his 


iid aLAA 


army took quarters in Weftminfter. pa 


Tue general was introduced to the houfe ; and thanks were given hint by Len- 6¢h of Febr 


thal for the eminent fervices, which he had done his ‘country. Monk was a pru- *'Y: 
dent, but not an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the fervices, which 

he had been enabled to perform, were no more than his duty, and merited not 
fuch praifes as thofe with which they were pleafed to honour him: That among 
many perfons of greater worth, who bore their commitfion, he had been em- 
ployed as the inftrument of Providence for effecting their reftoration; but he.con- 
Gdered this fetvice ‘only as a ftep to more important fervices,. which:it was their 
part to render to the nation : hat as he marched along, he obferved all ranks of 
men, in all places, ‘to be in earneft expectation of a fettlement, after the violent 
convulfions, to which they had been expoled ; and to have no, profpect-of fuch a 
blefing but from the diffolution of the prefent Parliament, and from the fum- 
moning of anew one, free and. full, who; meeting without, oaths or -engage- 
ments, might finally give contentment to the nation: That applications had been 
made him for that .purpofe,; but that he, fenfible of his duty, had fill: told 
the petitioners, that the parliament itfelf, -which was‘now free and would-foon.be 
full, was the beft judge of all thefe meafures, and that the whole community ought 
to acquiefce in their determination : That tho’ he exprefied himfelf in this manner 
to the people, he muft now freely inform the houfe, that the fewer engagements 
were exacted, the more comprehenfive would their plan prove, and the more {a- 
tisfaction would it give to the nation : And that it - was fufficient for public fecu- 
rity, if the Fanatic party and the Royalifts were excluded:;.-fince the principles of 
thefe factions were deftructive either of government or of liberty: 


Tus fpeech, containing matter, which was both agreeable and difagreeable to 
the houfe°as wellas'to the nation, fill kept every one in fufpence, and «upheld 


that uncertainty, in whichoit feemed the General’s intereft to retain the public. 
But it was impoffible for the kingdom? to*remain long in this doubtful fitwation : 
The people, as well as the'Parliament, pufhed matters to a decifion. During the 
late convulfions, the payment: of taxes had been interrupted ; and tho’ the Par- 


liament, upon’ théir aflembling, renewed the orcinances for all collections and 
impofitions, yet fo little reverence did the people pay thofe legiflators, that 
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Chap. III, 


iF they gave very flow and unwilling obedience to their commands. The common 
1000; 


council of London flatly refufed to fubmit to an affeffment, required of them ; 
and declared, that, till a free and lawful Parliament impofed taxes, they never 
would deem it their duty to make any payment. This refolution would imme- 
diately have put an end to the dominion of the Parliament: They were deter- 
mined, therefore, upon this occafion to make at once 2 full experiment of their 
own power and of their General’s obedience. 



































oth of Febru. | Monx received orders to march into the City, to feize twelve perfons the moft 
ary. obnoxious to the Parliament, to remove the pofts and chains from all the {treets, 
and to take down and break the portcullifes and gates of the city: And very few 
hours were allowed him to deliberate upon the execution of thefe violent orders, 
To the great furprize and confternation of all men, Monk prepared himfelf for 
obedience. Neglecting the entreaties of his friends, the remontftrances of his offi- 
cers, the cries of the people, he entered the City ina military manner ; he appre- 
hended as many as he could of the profcribed perfons; whom he fent to the Tower ; 
with all the circumftances of contempt he broke the gates and portcullifes ; and 


having expoied the City to the fcorn and derifion of all who hated it, he returned 
in triumph to his quarters in Weftminfter. 


No fooner had the General leizure to reflect, than he found, that this laft mea- 
fure, inftead of being a continuation of that cautious ambiguity, which he had 
hitherto maintained, was taking party without referve, and laying himéfelf, as well 
as the nation, at the mercy of that tyrannical Parliament, whofe power had long- 
been odious, as well as their perfons contemptible, to all men. He refolved 
therefore, before it was too late, to repair the dangerous miftake, into which he 
had been betrayed, and to fhow the whole world, {till more without referve, that 

pithofFebru- he meant no longer to be the minifter of violence and ufurpation. After complain- 
ary. ing of the odious fervice, in which he had been employed; he wrote a letter to 
the Houfe, reproaching them, as well with the new cabals which they had formed 
with Vane and Lambert, as with the encouragement given to a fanatical petition 
prefented by Barebone ; and he required them, in the name of the citizens, foldiers, 
and whole Commonwealth, to iffue writs within a week for the filling their Houfe, = 
and to fix the time for their own diffolution and the afiembling of a new Parlia- 
Declares fora ment. Having difpatched this letter, which might be regarded, he thought, as an 
— Parlia- undoubted pledge of his fincerity, he marched with his army into the City, and 
eo8: defired Allen, the mayor, to fammon a common-council at Guildhall. He there 
made many apologies for the indignity, which, two days before, he had been | 
obliged to put upon them; affured them of his perfeverance in the meafures which ) 
he had adopted ; and defired that they might mutually plight their faith fora ftriét , 
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union betwixt city and army, in every enterprize for the happinefs and fettlement Chap. Til. 


60. 

of the Commonwealth. 1660 
Ir is impoffible to defcrbe the joy and exultation, which difplayed itfelf thro’out 
the City, as foon as intelligence was conveyed of this happy meafure, embraced by 


the General. The profpect of peace, concord, liberty, juftice, br: ke forth atonce, 
from amidft the deepeft darknefs, in which the nation had ever been involved. 
The view of paft calamities no longer prefented difmal prognoftics of the future: 
It tended only to inhance the general exultation for thofe feenes of happinels and 
tranquillity, which all mea now confidently promifed themfelves. The Royailifis, 
the Prefbyterians, forgetting all animofities, mingled in common joy and tranf{port,. 
and vowed never more to gratify the ambition of falfe and fa@tious tyrants, by their 
calamitous-divifions. ‘The populace, more outrageous in their feftivity, made 
the whole air refound with acclamations, and illuminated every ftreet with fignals 
of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the General were every where intermingled 
with deteflation againft the Parliament. The moft ridiculous inventions were 
adopted, in order to exprefs this latter paflion. At every bonfire rumps were 
roafted; and where thefe could no longer be found, pieces of flefh were cut into: 
that fhape: And the funeral of the Parliament (the populace exclaimed) was cele- 
brated by thefe fymbols of hatred and derifion. 





Tue Parliament, tho’ in the agonies of defpair, made {till one effort for the re- 
covery of their dominion. They fent a committee with offers to gain the General. 
He refufed to hear them except in the prefence of fome of the fecluded members. 
Tho’ feveral perfons, defperate from guilt or fanaticifm, promifed to inveft him 
with the dignity of fupreme magiftrate and to fupport his government, he would 
not hearken to fuch wild propofals. Having fixed a clofe correfpondence with 
the City, and eftablifhed its militia in hands, whofe fidelity could be relied on, he 
marched again with his army to Weftminfter, and purfued every proper meafure 
for the fettlement of the nation. While he ftill pretended to maintain republican 
principles, he was taking large fteps towards the re-eftablifhment of the antient 
Monarchy. 

Tue fecluded members, upon the General’s invitation, went to the Houfe, and 21f 0° Febru- 
finding no longer any obftruction, they entered, and immediately appeared to be ede} 
the majority: Moft of the Independants left the place. The reftored members visite 38%: 
firft repealed all the orders, by which they had. been excluded: They gave Sir *ored- 
George Boothe and all his party their liberty and eftates: They renewed and en- 
larged the General’s commiffion : They fixed an afleffment for the fupport of the : 
fleet and army : And having pafied thefe votes for the prefent compofure of the 16th of 
kingdom, they diffolved themfelves, and gave orders for the immediate affembling March 
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| the feet in the Baltic, had entered into the fame 
confpiracy wit ith Sir George Boothe; and pretending want of provifions, had failed 
from the Sound towarcs the coaft of England, with an intention of feconding that 

enterprize of the Royalifts. On his ar aren he received the news. of Boothe’s defeat, 

and the total failure of the tnfurrection. ‘The great difficulties to ‘which the Par- 

liament was reduced, allowed them no leizure to examine ftrictly the reafons, which 

; 


he gave ix chica his ftation; and they allowed him to retire peaceably to 


his country houfe, “Fhe Council ‘of State now conferred on him, in conjunction 
with Monk: the command of the fleet; and fecured the naval, as well military 
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> public fettlement. 
rrHsTanpDine all thefe fteps, which were taking towards the re-eftablith- 
Monk {till maintained the appearance of zeal for a Common- 
nal of correfpondence betwixt himfelf and the 
To cali a free Parliament, and to reftore the royal Family, were 
vifibly, in the prefent difpofition of the kingdom, one and the fame meafute: Yet 
would not the General declare, otherways sis in by his-actions, that he had adopted 
the King’s intereft ; and nothing but neceffity, at laft extorted the confeffion from 
His filence; in -the commenceme enterprize, ought to be no objec- 
tion to his fincerity ; fince he maintained the fame referve, at a time, when, con- 
fiftent with common fenfe, he could have entertained no other purpofe *, 
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*" After Monk’s declaration for a free Parliament on the 11th of February, he could mean nothing 
but the King’s reftoration: Yet it was long befare he would open himfelf evento the King.. This de- 


claration was within eight days after his arrival in London. Had he ever intended to have fet up him- 
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THERE was one Morrice, a gentleman of Devonfhire, of a fedentary, ftudi- 
ous difpofition, nearly related to Monk, and one who had always maintained the 
ftricteft intimacy with him. With this friend alone did Monk deliberate concern- 
ing that great enterprize, which he had formed. Sir-John Granville, who had a 
commiffion from the King, applied to Morricé for accefs to the General ; but re- 
ceived for anfwer, that the General defired him to communicate his bufinefs to 
Morrice. Granville, tho? importunately urged, twice refufed to deliver his mef- 
faze to any but Monk himfelf; and that cautious politician, finding him now a 
petfon, whofe fecrefy could be fafely trufted, admitted him to his prefence, and 
opened to him his whole intentions. Still he fcrupled to commit any thing to pa- 
per*: He delivered only a verbal meffage by Granville, afiuring the King of his 
fervices, giving advice for his conduét, and exhorting him inftantly to leave the 
Spanifh territories and retire into Holland. He was juftly apprehenfive left Spain 
might retain him as a pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. Charles 
followed thefe direétions, and very narrowly efcaped to Breda. Had he protracted 
his journey a few hours, he had certainly, under pretext of honour and refpect, been 
arrefted by the Spaniards. 

LockHART, who was governor of Dunkirk, and no way averfe to the King’s 
fervice, was applied to on this occafion, The iftate of England was fet be- 
fore him, the certainty of the reftoration reprefented, and the profpect of great fa- 
vour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows of the kingdom, and receive the 
King. into his garrifon. Lockhart {till replied that his commiffion was derived 
from an Englifh Parliament, and he would not open his gates but in obedience to 
the fame authority}. This fcruple, tho’ in the prefent emergence it approaches 
towards fuperftition, it is difficult for us entirely to condemn. 


Tue elections for the new Parliament went every where in favour of the King’s 
party. This was one of thofe popular torrents, where the moft indifferent, or 
eventhe moft averfe, are tranfported with the general paffion, and zealoufly adopt 
the fentiments of the fociety, to which they belong. ‘The enthufiafts themfelves 
feemed to be difarmed of their fury ; and between defpair and aftonifhment gave 
way to thofe meafures, which, they found, it would be impoffible for them, by 
their utmoft efforts, to withtand. The Prefbyterians, the Royalifts, being 

Vor. I. Q. uniteds 
felf, he would not furcly have fo foon abandoned a projeé fo inviting: He would have taken fome tteps, 
which would have betrayed it: It could only have been fome difappointment, fome fruftrated attempt, 


which could have made him renounce the road-of private ambition. But there is not the leaft fymptom 
of fuch intentions. The ftory told ot Sir Anthony Athley Cooper, by Mr. Loeke, has not any appear- 
ance of truth. ~ See lord Lanfdown’s Vindication, and Philips’s Continuation of Baker. | fhall add to 


what thofe authors have advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wifhed for the King’s reftoration ; tho’ he 
would not have ventured much to have procured it. | 
* Lanfdowne, Clarendon. + Burnet. 
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united, formed the voice of the nation, which, without noife, but with infinite 
ardour, called for the King’s reftoration. The kingdom was almoft entirely in the 
hands of the former party ; and fome zealous leaders among them began to renew 
the demand of thofe conditions, which had been required of the late King in the 
treaty of Newport: But the general opinion feemed to condemn all thofe rigorous 
and jealous capitulations with their fovereign. Harrafled with convulfions and dif- 
orders, men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified with the mention of ne- 
gotiations or delay, which might afford opportunity to the feditious army {till to. 
breed new confufion. The paffion too for liberty, having been carried to fuch vi- 
olent extremes, and having produced fuch bloody commotions, began, by a na- 
tural movement, to give place to.a fpirit of loyalty and obedience ; and the pub. 
lic were lefs zealous. in.a caufe, which was become odious, on account of the il's,. 
which had fo long attended it. After the conceflions made by the late King, the 
conititution feemed to be'fufficiently fecured; and the additional conditions infifted — 
on, as they had been framed during the greateft ardour of the conteft, amounted ra- 
ther to an annihilation than a limitation of Monarchy. Above all, the General was. 
averfe to the mention of conditions; and refolved, that the crown, which he in- : 
tended to reftore, fhould be conferred on the King entirely free and unincumbered. 
Without farther fcruple, therefore, or jealoufy, the people give their voiceincleQions 
for fuch as they Knew to entertain fentiments favourable to.Monarchy ; andall payed 
court to a party, which, they forefaw, was foon to govern the nation. Tho’ the 
Parliament had voted, that no one fhould be elected, who had himfelf, or whofe 
father had borne arms for the late King; very little regard was any where payed to, 
this ordinance. The leaders of the Prefbyterians, the earl of Manchefter, lord Fair. 
fax, lord Robarts, Hollis, Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper, Annefley, Lewis, were 
determined to atone for paft tranfgreffions by their prefent zeal for the royal inte- 
refts; and from former merits, fucceffes, and fufferings, they had acquired with. 
their party the higheft credit and authority. 

Tue affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs profperous. As foon as 
Monk ceclared againft the Englifh army,. he difpatched emiffaries into Ireland, 
and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with himin the fame meafures. 
Lord Broghill, prefident of Munfter, and Sir Charles Coote, prefident of Con- 
naught, went fo far as to enter intoa correfpondence with the King, and to pro-. 
mife their affiftance for his reftoration. In conjunction with Sir Theophilus Jones,, ’ 
and other officers, they took poffeffion of the government, and excluded Ludlow, 
who was zealous for the Parliament, but whom they pretended to be in a confede- 
racy with the Committee of Safety. They kept themfelves in a readinefs to ferve 
the King; but made no declarations, till they fhould fee the turn, which affairs. 
took in England. 


Bur 
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Burt all thefe promifing views had almoft been blafted by an untoward ac- Chap. Hl. 

cident. Upon the admiffion of the fecluded members, the republican party, ai 
particularly the late King’s judges, were feized with the jufteft defpair, and endea- 
voured to infufe the fame fentiments into the whole army. By themfelves or theif 
emiffaries, they reprefented to the foldiers, that all thofe brave actions, which had 
been performed during the war, and which were fo meritorious in the eyes of the 
Parliament, would no doubt be regarded as the deepeft crimes by the Royalilts, 
and would expofe the army to the fevereft vengeance, That in vain did that party 
make profeffions of moderation and lenity: The King’s death, the execution of fo 
many of the nobility and gentry, the fequeftrations and imprifonment of ‘the reft, 
were in their eyes crimes fo deep, and offences fo perfonal, as muft be profecuted 
with the moft implacable refentment. That the lofs of all arrears, the cafheering 
every officer and foldier, were the lighteft punifhment, which muft be expected : 
After the difperfion of the army, no farther protection remained to them, either 
for life or property, but the clemency ef enraged enemies. And that, even, if the 
moft perfect fecurity could be obtained, it was inglorious, by treachery and deceit, 
to be reduced to fubjeétion under a foe, who, in the open field, had fo often yield- 
ed to their fuperior valour. 

Arter thefe fuggeftions had been infufed into the army, Lambert fuddenly 
made his efcape from the Tower, and threw Monk and the Council of State into 
the greateft confternation. They knew Lambert’s vigourand activity; they were 
acquainted with his great popularity in the army; they were fenfible, that, tho’ 
the foldiers had lately deferted him, they fufficiently exprefled their remorfe and 
their deteftation of thofe, who, by falfe profeffions, they found, had fo egregioufly 
feduced them. It feemed neceflary, therefore, to employ the greateft celerity in 
fuppreffing fo dangerous an enemy: Colonel Ingoldfby, who had been named one 
of the late King’s judges but who was’ now entirely engaged in the royal caufe, 
was difpatched after him. He overtook him at Daventry, while he had yet 
affembled but four troops of horfe. One of them deferted him, Another quickly 
followed the example. He himfelf, endeavouring to make his efcape, was feized 224 of April. 
by Ingoldiby, to whom he made fubmiffions not fuitable to his former character 
of fpirit and valour. Okey, Axtel, Cobbet, Crede, and other officers of that party 
were taken prifoners with him. All the roads were full of foldiers haftening 
to jointhem. Ina few days they would have been very formidable. And it was 
efteemed dangerous for Monk to have affembled any confiderable body of his re- 
publican army for their fuppreifion? So that nothing could be more happy than 
the fudden extin@tion of this rifing flame. 

Wuen the Parliament met, they chofe Sir Harbottle Grimftone fpeaker, aman, 
who, tho’ he had fome time concurred with the late Parliament, had long been eae foe 
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eiteemed affectionate to the King’s fervice. The great dangers, incurred during 

the former ufurpations, joined to the extreme caution of the General; kept 

every one in awe ; and no one dared, for fome days, to make any mention of the 

King. The members chiefly exerted their fpirit in bitter invectives againft the 

memory of Cromwel, and in execrations upon the inhuman murther of their late 

Sovereign, At laft, the General, having fufficiently founded their inclinations, 

gave directions to Annefley, prefident of the council, to inform them, that one 
sir John Granville, a fervant of the King’s, had been fent over by his Majetty, | 
and was now at the door with a letter to the Commons. Fhe loudett acclama- 

tions were excited by this intelligence. Granville was called in: The letters, ac- 

companied with a declaration, greedily read: Without one moment’s delay, and. 
without a contradictory vote, a Committee was appointed to prepare an anf{wer : 

And in order to fpread the fame fatisfa@tion thro’out the kingdom, it was voted 
that the letter and declaration fhould immediately. be publifhed. 

Tuer people, freed from that ftate of fufpence in which they had fo long been 
held, now changed their anxious hope for the unmixt effufions of joy ; and difplayed: 
a focial triumph, and exultation,, which no private profperity, even the greateft, is. 
ever able fully to infpire. Traditions remain of men who died for pleafure, when, 
informed of this happy and furprizing event. The King’s declaration was well 
calculated to uphold the fatisfaétion, infpired by the profpect of public fettlement. 
Tt offered a general amnetty to all perfons whatfoever ; and that without any excep- 
tions but fuch as fhould afterwards be made by Parliament: It promifed a liberty: 
of confcience ; and a concurrence in any act of Parliament, which, upon mature 
deliberation, fhould be offered, for the infuring that indulgence : The enquiry into: 
all grants, purchales, and alienations, it fubmitted to the arbitration of the fame 
affembly: And it affured the foldiers of all their arrears, and promifed them, for. 
the future, the fame pay which they then. enjoyed.. 


Tue Lords, perceiving the fpirit, by which the kingdom as well as the Com-. 
mons were animated, ‘haftened to re-inftate themfelves in their antient authority, 
and to take their fiare in the fettlement of the nation. They found the doors of 


their houfe open ; and all were admitted, even fuch as had formerly been excluded. 
op account of their pretended delinquency. 


Tue two Houfes attended; while the King was proclaimed with great folemnity, 
in Palace-Yard, at Whitehall, and at Temple-Bar.. The Commons voted 500. 
pounds to buy a jewel for Granville, who had. brought them the King’s gracious 
mefiages : A prefent of 50,000 pounds was conferred on the King, 10,000 pounds 
on the duke of Yorke, 5000 pounds on the duke of Glocefter, A committee of - 
Lords and Commons was difpatched to invite his Majefty to return and take 


pofieffion. 
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poffeffion of his dominions... The rapidity, .with which all thefe events were con- 


duéted, was marvellous, and difcovered the paflionate zeal and entire unanimity of 


4 


the nation. Such an impatience appeared, and fuch an emulation, jn Lords, and 
Commons, and Gity, who fhall make the moft lively expreflions of their joy 
and duty; that, as the noble hiftorian exprefles it, a man could not but wonder 
where thofe people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, and kept the King fo 
many years from enjoying the comfort and fupport of fuch excellent fubjeGts. The 
King himéelf faid, that it muft furely have been his own fault, that he had not fooner 
taken poffeffion of the throne ; fince he found every body fo zealous for promoting 
uis happy reftoration. 

Tue refpect of foreign powers foon followed the fubmiffion of the King’s fub- 
jects. Spain invited him to return to the Low Countries, and embark in fome of 
their maritime towns, France made proteftations of affection and regard, and of- 
fered Calais for the fame purpofe. .The States-General fent deputies with a like 
friendly invitation. The King refolved to accept of this laft offer. “The people 
of the Republic bore him a very cordial affection; and politics no longer re- 
{trained their magiftrates from promoting and expreffing that fentiment. As he 
paffed from Breda to the Hague, he was attended with numerous crouds, and was 
received with the loudeft acclamations; as if themfelves, not their rivais in power 
and commerce, were now reftored to peace and fecurity, ‘vhe States-General ina 
body, and afterwards the States of Holland apart, performed their compliments 
with the greateft folemnity: Every perfon of diftinétion was ambitious of being in- 
troduced to his Majefty ; All ambaffadors and public minifters of Kings, Princes, 
or States, repaired to him, and profeffed the joy of their mafters on his behalf : 
So that one would have thought, that, from the united efforts of Chriftendom, 
had been derived this revolution, which diffufed every where fuch univerfal fatif- 
faction. 

The Englifh fleet came in fight of Scheveling. Montague had not waited for 
orders from the Parliament; but had perfuaded the officers, of themfelves, to 
tender their duty to his Majefty. The duke of Yorke immediately went on board, 
and took the command of the fleet as lord high admiral. 


Wuen the King difembarked at Dover, he was met by the General whom he 
cordially embraced. Never fubjeét in faét, probably in his intentions, had deferved 
better of his King and Country. In the {pace of afew months, without effufion of 
blood, by his. cautious and difinterefted condué alone, he had beftowed fettlement 
on three kingdoms, .which had long been torne with the moft violent convulfions : 
And having obftinately refufed the moft inviting conditions, offered him by the 
King as well as by every part in the kingdom, he freely reftored his injured mafter 

to 
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to the vacant throne. 


The King entered London on the 29th of May, which 


29th of May, Was alfo his birth-day. The fond imaginations of Men interpreted as a happy 


Manners and 
arts, 


omen the concurrence of two fuch joyful periods, 


* 
| # 


At this zra, it may be proper to ftop for a moment, and take a general furvey 
of the age, fo far as regards manners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and fciences, 
The chief ufe of hiftory is, that it affords materials for difquifitions of this nature ; 
and it feems the duty of an hiftorian to point out the proper inferences and con- 


clufions. 


No people could undergo a change more fudden and entire in their manners 


than did the Englifh nation during this period. 


From tranquillity, concord, fub- 


miflion, fobriety, they pafied in an inftant to a ftate of faction, fanaticifm, rebel- 
lion, and almoit frenzy. The violence of the Englifh parties exceeded any 
thing, which we can now imagine: Had they continued but a little Ionger, there 
was juft reafon to dread all the horrors of the antient maffacres and profcriptions. 
The military ufurpers, whofe authority was founded on palpable injuftice, and was 
fupported by no national party, would have been impelled by rage and defpair into 
fuch fanguinary meafures ; and if thefe furious expedients had been embraced on 
one fide, revenge would naturally have pufhed the other party, after a return of 


power, to retaliate upon their enemies. 
tween the parties; no marriages or alliances contracted. 


No focial entercourfe was maintained be- 
The Royalifts, tho’ op- 
prefied, harrafled, perfecuted, difdained all affinity with their matters. 


The 


more they were reduced to fubjection, the greater fuperiority did they affeét above 
thofe ufurpers, who by violence and injuftice had acquired an afcendant over 


them. 


T’He manners of the two fa€tions were as oppofite as thofe of the moft dif- 
tant nations. ‘* Your friends, the Cavaliers,” faid a Parliamentarian to a Roy- 


alift, <* are very diffolute and debauched,” 


‘“s Yes,” replied the Royalift, 


“¢ they have the infirmities of men: But your friends, the Roundheads, have 


‘© the vices of devils, tyranny, rebellion, and fpiritual pride*.” 


Riot and dif- 


order, it is cértain, notwithftanding the good example fet them by Charles the 


*° Sir Philip Warwic. 


firft, 
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firlt, prevailed very much among his partizans, Being comimonly men of birth 
and fortune, to whom exceffes are lefs pernicious than to the vulgar, they were 


too apt to indulge themfelves in all pleafures, particularly thofe of the table. Op- 
polition to tne rigid precifenefs of their antagonifts encreafed their inclination to 
good-fellowfhip; and the character of a man of pleafure was affected among 
them, as a fure pledge of attachment to the Church and Monarchy. Even when 
ruined by confifcations and fequeftrations, they endeavoured to maintain the appear- 
ance of a carclefs and focial jollity. ‘* As much as hope is fuperior to fear,”’ faid 
a poor and merry cavalier, ‘* as much is our fituation preferable to that of our 
** enemies. We laugh while they tremble.” 

Tue gloomy enthufiafm, which prevailed among great numbers of ‘the parlia. 
mentary party, is furely the moft curious fpectacle prefented by any hiftory ;. and 
the molt inftructive, as well as entertaining, toa philofophical mind. . All recre- 


ations were in a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity of the Prefbyterians and: 


Independants. | Horfe-races and cock-matches were prohibited as the g1eat-{t enor- 
mities*. Even bear-beating was efteemed heathenifh and unchriftian: The {port 
of it, not the inhumanity, gave offence. Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeal. 
marched into London, and deftroyed all the bears, which were there kept for the 
diverfion of the citizens. This adventure feems to have given birth to the fa- 
mous fiction of Hudibras. Tho’ the Enelifh nation be naturally candid and 
fincere, hypocrify prevailed beyond any example in antient or modern times... The 
religious hypocrify, it may be remarked, is of a-fingular nature ; and being gene- 
rally unknown to the perfon himfelf, tho’ more dangerous, it implies lefs falfhood: 
than any other {pecies of infincerity. The Old Teftament, preferably to. the New, 
was the favourite of all the feCtaries. The eaftern poetical ftyle of that compofi. 
tion made it more eafily fufceptible of a turn, which. was agreeable to them. 

We have had occafion, in the courfe of this work, to fpeak of many of the. 
feéts, which prevailed in England: To enumerate them all. would be impof- 
fible. The Quakers, however, are fo confiderable as to merit fome attention ;. 
and as they entirely renounced by principle the ufe of arms, they never made 
fuch a figure in public tranfaCtions as. to enter into any part of our narration. 

Tue religion of the Quakers began with the loweft vulgar, and, in its pro 
grefs, came at laft to comprehend people of better quality and fafhion. George 
Fox, born at Drayton in Laneafhire in 1624, was the founder of this feét. He 
was the fon of a weaver, and was himfelf bound apprentice to a fhoemaker.. 
Feeling a ftronger turn towards fpiritual contemplations than towards that me- 
chanical profeffion, he left his matter, and went about the country, cloathed in a, 

leathern: 


* Killing no Marder, 
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off all connexions with his friends a 


of his aerial 
“whole days in hollow trees, without other company or amufement than his bible, 


 nourifhment of carnal vanity and felf-conceit. 
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leathern doublet, a drefs, which he long affected, as well for its fingularity as its 
cheapnefs. That he might wean himfelf entirely from fublunary objects, he broke 
nd family, and never ftayed a moment in one 
place; left habirude fhould beget new connexions, and deprefs the fublimity 
rneditations. He-frequé ‘pe wandered into the woods, and ee 
Having reached that pitch of perfection that he needed no other book, he foon ad- 
vanced to another ftage of fpiritual progrefs, and began to pay lefs regard even to 
that divine compofition itfelf. His own breait, he tmagitied: was full “of the fame 

infpiration, which had guided the prophets and apoftles themfelves ; and by this 
ine light muft every fpiritual obfcurity be cleared, by this living fpirit muft 
the dead letter be animated. 

When he had been fufficiently confecrated in his own imagination, he began to 
feek profelytes: The fumes of felf-applaufe foon diffipate, if not continually fup- 
plied by the admiration of others. Profelytes were eafily gained, at a time when 
all mens affections were turned towards religion, and when the moft. extravagant 
modes of it were fure to be moft popular. All the forms of ceremony, inverted 
by pride and oftentation, Fox and his difciples, from a fuperior pride and often- 
tation, carefully rejected : Even the ordinary rites of civility were fhunned, as the 
They would beltow no titles of 
diftin@ion: The name of friend was the only falutation, with which they indif- 
To no perfon would they make a bow, or move 
their hat, or give any figns of reverence. Inftead of that affected adulation, in- 
troduced into Pidiiern tongues, of fpeaking to individuals as if they were a mul- 
titude, they returned to the fimplicity of antient languages; and thou and thee 
were the only expreflions, which, on any confideration, they could be brought to 
employ. 

Dress too, a moft material circumftance, diftinguithed the members of this fect, 
Every fuperfuity and ornament was carefully rejected: No plaits to their coat, 
no buttons to their fleeves: No lace, no ruffles, no embroidery. Even a button 
to the hat, tho’ fometimes ufeful, yet not being always fo, was univerfally rejected 
by them with horror and indignation. 3 

Tue violent enthufiaf of this fect, like all high paffions, being too ftrong for 
the weak nerves to fuftain, threw the preachers into convulfions, and fhakings 
anid diftortions in their limbs ; and they thence received the denomination of Qua- 
kers. Amid{t the great toleration, which was then granted to all fects, and even 
encouragement given to all innovations, this religion alone fuffered perfecution. 


Irom the fury of their zeal, the Quakers broke into churches, difturbed public 
worfhip, 
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worfhip, and harraffed the minifter and audience with railing and reproaches. 
When carried before a magiftrate, they refufed him all reverence, and treated him 
with the fame familiarity as if he had been their equal. Sometimes they were 
thrown into mad-houfes, fometimes into prifon: Sometimes whipped, fometimes 
pilloryed. The patience and magnanimity, with which they fuffered, begot com- 
paffion, admiration, efteem *. A fupernatural fpirit was believed to fuppost them 
under thofe fufferings, which the ordinary ftate of humanity, freed from the illu- 
fions of paffion, is unable to fuftain. 

Tue Quakers crept into the army: But as they preached univerfal peace, they 
feduced the military zealots from their profeffion, and would foon, had they been 
fuffered, have put an end, without any defeat or calamity, to the dominion of the 
faints. Thefe attempts became a frefh ground of perfecution, and a new caufe for 
their progrefs among the people. 

Moras with this fect were carried, or affected to be carried, to the fame degree 
of extravagance as religion. Give a Quaker a blow on one cheek, he held up the 
other: Afkhis cloke, he gave you his coat alfo: The greateft intereft could not en- 
gage him, in any court.of judicature, to fwear even to the truth: He never afked 
more for his wares than the precife fum, which he was determined toaccept. This 
laft maxim is laudable, and continues {till to be religioufly obferved by that fect, 

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred of ceremonies, forms, orders, rites, in- 
ftitutions. Even Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, by all other fects believed to be 
interwoven with the very vitals of Chriftianity, were difdainfully rejeéted by thenn. 
The very fabbath they profaned. The holynefs of churches they derided; and 
would give to thefe facred edifices no other appellation than that of ops or /reep/e- 
boufes. No priefts were admitted in their fect: Every one had received from im- 
mediate illumination a character much fuperior to the facerdotal. When they 
met for divine worfhip, each rofe up in his place, and delivered the extemporary 
infpirations of the {pirit: Women alfo were admitted to teach the brethren, ha 
were confidered as proper vehicles to convey the dictates of the Holy Ghoft. 
Sometimes a great many preachers were moved to fpeak at once: Sometimes a 

total filence contaiied in their congregations. 

Some Quakers attempted to faft forty days in imitation of Chrift ; and one of 
them bravely perifhed in the experiment}. A female Quaker came naked into 
the church where the Protector fate; being moved by the fpirit, as fhe faid, to 


. > ory 

* Lhe following ftory is told by Whitlocke, p. 599. Some Quakers at Hafington in cect oe 
coming to the minifter on the Jaobath day, and. {peaking to him, the peoplefeil upon the Quakers, aad 
almoft killed one or two of them, who going out fell on their knees, and prayed God to or rdon the 
people, who knew not what they did; and afterwards {peaking to the p eople, fo convinced them o! ihe 
evil they had done in beating them, that the country peop = fell a quarrelline, and beat once smcoibbe 
more than they had before beaten the Quakers. t Whitelocke, p. 624. 
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appear a5 a fign to the people. A number of them fancied, that the renovation 
of all things had commenced, and that cloaths were to be rejected together with 
other fuperfluities. The fufferings, which followed the practice of this do¢trine, 
were a {pecies of perfecution not well calculated for promoting it. 

James Naytor was a Quaker, noted for blafphemy, or rather madnefs, in the 
time of the Protectorfhip. He fancied that he himfelf was transformed into 
Chrift, and was become the real Saviour of the world ; and in confequence of this 
frenzy, he endeavoured to imitate many actions related inthe Evangelifts. As he 
bore a refemblance to the common pictures of Chrift; he allowed his beard to 
grow inalike form: He pretended to raife a perfon from the dead + : He entered 
Brifto], mounted on a horfe; I fuppofe, from the difficulty in that place of find- 
ing an afs: His difciples fpread their garments before him, and cryed, ** Hofanna 
“* to the higheft ; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sabbaoth.” When carried be- 
fore the magiftrates, he would give no other anfwers to all queftions than ‘* thou haft 
“* faid it.” What is remarkable, the parliament :hought that the matter deferved 
their attention, Above ten days they fpent in enguiries and debates about him f, 
They condemned him to be pilloried, whipt, burned in the face, and to have his 
tongue bored thro’ with ared hotiron.. All thefe feverities he bore with the ufual 
patience. So far his delufion fupported him. But the fequel fpoiled all. He was fent 
to Bridewell, confined to hard labour, fed on brec.and water, debarred from all his 


difciples, male and female. His illufions diffipated ; and after fome time, he was _ 


contented to come out an ordinary man, and return to his. ordinary occupations. 


Tue chief taxes in England, during the time of the Commonwealth, were the 
monthly affefiments, the excife, and the cuftoms. The affeffments were levied on 
perfonal eftates as well as on land§; and commiffioners were appointed in each 
county for rating the individuals. The higheft affeffment amounted to 120,000 
pounds a month in England; the loweft was 35000. The affeffments in Scot- 
land were fometimes 10,000 pounds a month|}; commonly 6000. Thofe on Ire- 
land gooo. Ata medium, this tix might have afforded about a million a year. 
The excife, during the civil wars, was levied on bread, flefh-meat, as wel! as beer, 
ale, {trong-waters, and masy other commodities. 
bread and flefh-meat were exempted from excifé. The cuftoms on exportation 
were lowered in 16564. In 1650, commiffioners were appointed to levy both 
cuftoms and exciles, Cromwel in 1657 returned to the old practice of farming. 
Eleven hundred thou‘and pounds were then offered, both for cuftoms and excife, a 
greater fum than had ever been Jevyed by the commiffioners *. The whole taxes 
during that period might at a medium amount to above two millions a year; a 


fum 


> 


+ Harleyan Mifcellany, Vol. vi. p. 399. 


t Thurloe, Vol. v. p. 708. 
|} Thurloe, Vol. ii. p. 476. 


§. Scobel, p. 41g. 
@ Scobel, p. 376. 


* Thaurloe, Vol. vi. p. 425. 
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fam, which, tho’ moderate, much exceeded the revenue of any former King. 
Sequeftrations, compofitions, fale of crown and church lands, and of the lands of 
delinquents, yielded alfo confilerable fums, but very difficult to be eftimated. 
Church lands are faid to have teen fold at a million *. None of thefe were ever 
valued at above ten or eleven yrars purchafet. Delinquents’ eftates amounted to 
above 200,000 pounds a year§, Cromwel died above two millions in debt || ; 
tho’ the Parliament had left hin in the treafury above 500,000 pounas 5 and in 
ftores, the value of 700,000 pounds q. 

Tue Committee of Danger in April 1648, voted to raife the army to 40,000 
men**, The fame year, the pay of the army was eftimated at 80,000 pounds 
amonth++. The eftablifhment of the army in 1652, was in Scotland 15,000 
foot, 2580 horfe, 560 dragoons; in England, 4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garrifons 
6154. In whole, 31,519, befides officers §§. The army in Scotland was after- 
wards confiderably reduced. The army in Ireland was not much fhort of 20,000 
men; fo that upon the whole, the Commonwealth maintained in 1652 a ftanding 
army of more than 50,000 men. Its pay amounted to a yearly fum of 1,047,715 
pounds |\\). Afterwards, the Proteétor reduced the eftablifhment to 30,000 men ; 
as appears by the Inftrument cf Government and Humble Petition and Advice. 
His frequent enterprizes obliged him from time to time to augment them. Rich- 
ard had on foot in England anarmy of 13258 men, in Scotland 9506, in Ireland 
about 10,000 menG@. The foot foldiers had commonly a fhilling a day ***. 
The horfe had two fhillings and fixpence; fo that many gentlemen and younger 
brothers of good family inlifted in the Protector’s cavalry +++. No wonder, tha 
fuch men were averfe from the re-eftablifhment of civil government, by which, 
they well knew, they muft be deprived of fo gainful a profeflion. 


Apour the time of the battle of Worcefter, the Parliament had on foot about 
89,000 men, partly militia, partly regular forces. The vigour of the Common- 
wealth, and the great capacity of thofe members, who had aflumed-the admini- 
ftration, never at any time appeared fo confpicuous {{T. 

Tue whole revenue of the public during the Protectorfhip of Richard was ef- 
timated at 1,868,717 pounds : His annual expences at 2,201, 540 pounds. An 


Tur commerce and induftry of England encreafed extremely during the peace- 
able period of Charles’s reign: The trade to the Kaft-Indies and to Guinea became 


R 2 confiderable. 


* Dr, Walker, p. 14. ¢ Thurloe, Vol. 1. p. 753. $ Id. Vol. ii. p. 414. |] Id. Vol. vii. p. 667. 


@ World’s Miftake in OliverCromwe. ** Whitlocke, p. 298. +f Id. p.378. §§ Journal 2d of 
December, 1652. ||| Id. Ibid. Id. 6th of April, 1659. *** 1 hurloe, Vol. i p. 395. Vol. ii. 
p. 414. TTT Gumble’s Life of Monk. ttt Whitlacke, p.477- * Journal, 7th of April, 1659. 
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confiderable, The Englith pofiified almoft the fole trade with Spain. Seven 
hundred thoufand pounds a year in bullion were coined in the Englith Mint. 
Twenty thoufand cleths were annually fent to Turkey +. Commerce met with 
interruption, no doubt, from the civil wars and convulfions, which afterwards pre- 
vailed; tho’ it foon recovered aftér the eftablifhment of the Commonwealth, The 
war withthe Dutch, by diftrefling the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved.ta. 
encourage trade in England: The Spanifh war was in ah equal degree pernicious: 
The whole effects of the Englifh merchants toan immenfe value were confifcated in 
Spain. The prevalence of democratical primciples engaged the country gentlemen. 
to bind their fons apprentices te merchants ¢; and commerce has ever fince been: 
more honourable in England than in any other Europzan kingdom, The ex- 
clufive companies, which formerly confined trade, were never expref{sly abolifhed. 
by any ordonance of Parliament during the Commonwealth; but as men payed 
no regard to the prerogative, whence the charter of thefe companies were derived, 
the monopoly was gradually invaded, and commerce encreafed by the encreafe of 
liberty. Intereft in 1650 was reduced to fix per cent. 

Tue colony of New England encreafed by means of the Puritans, who fled: 
thither, in order to efcape the feverities exercifed againft them by Laud and the 
church party ; and before the commencement of the civil Wars, it is fuppofed to 
have contained 25,000 fouls G.. For alike reafon, the Catholics, afterwards, who 
found themfelves expofed to many hardfhips, and dreaded ftill worfe treatment, 
went over to America in great numbers, and fettled the colony of Maryland. 


Brrore the civil wars, learning and the fine atts were favoured at court, anda 
good iafte began to prevail in the nation. The King loved pictures, fometimes 
handled the pencil himfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The pieces of foreign: 
mafters were bought up at a vaft price ; and the value of pictures doubled in Eu- 
rope by the emulation between Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who was touched: 
with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke was carefled and ‘enriched at court. Inigo. 
Jones, an architect who never was furpaffed in any age or nation, was matter of the 
King’s buildings; tho’ afterwards perfecuted by the Parliament on account of the 
part, which he had in rebuilding St. Paul’s, and for obeying fome orders of council, 
by which he was directed to pull down houfes, in order to make room for that fa- 
bric. Laws, who had not been furpaffed by any mufician before him, was much. 
beloved by the King, who called him the Father of Mufic. Charles was a good 
judge of writing, and was efteemed by fome more anxious with regard to purity 
of ftyle than became a Monarch. Notwithftanding his narrow revenue, and his 


freedom from all vanity, he lived in fuch magnificence, that he pofleiied four and 


twenty 


+ Strafford’s Letters, Vol. i. p. 421,:423, 430, 467. t Clarendon. q Britith Empire la 


America, Voli. p. 372, 
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twenty palaces, all of them elegantly and compleatly furnifhed ; infomuch, that 
when he removed from one to another, he was not obliged to tranfport any thing 
along with him. 

Cromwe ., tho’ himfelfabarbarian, was not infenfible to literary merit. Uther, 
notwithftanding his being a bifhop, received a penfion from him. Marvel-and 
Milton were in his fervice. Waller, who was his relation, was careffed by him. 
That poet always faid, that the Protector himfelf was not fo wholly illiterate as was 
commonly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a year to the divinity profesor 
at Oxford; and an hiftorian mentions this bounty as an inftance of his love of litera- 
ture*. He intended to have erected a college at Durham for the benefit of the 
northern counties. 

Civit wars, efpecially when founded on principles of liberty, are not com- 
monly unfavourable to the arts of eloquence and compofition ; or rather, by pre- 
fenting nobler and more interefting objects, they amply compenfate for that tran- 
quility, of which they bereave the mufes.. The fpeeches of the parliamentary ora- 
tors ‘during this period, are of a ftrain much fuperior to what any former age had 
produced in England ; and the force and compafs of our tongue were then firft put 
ro trial. It muft however be confeffed, that the wretched fanaticifm, which fo 
much infected the parliamentary party, was no lefs deftrudtive of tafte and {cience, 
than of all law and order. Gaiety and wit were profcribed : Human learning de- 
fpifed : Freedom of enquiry detefted : Cant and hypocrify alone encouraged. It was 
an article pofitively infifted on in the preliminaries to tie treaty of Uxbrige, that 
all play-houfes fhould for ever be abolifhed. Sir John Davenant, fays Whitlockey, 
{peaking of the year 1658, publithed an opera, notwithftanding the nicety of the 
times. All the King’s furniture was put to fale: His pictures, difpofed of at very 
low prices, enriched all the collections of Europe: Even his palaces were pulled to 
pieces, and the materials of them fold. The very library and medals at St. James’s, 
the generals intended to bring to auction, in order to pay the arrears of fome regt- 
ments of cavalry, quartered near London: But Seldon, apprehenfive of this lofs, 
engaged his friend Whitlocke, then lord-keeper for the Commonwealth, to apply 
for the office of librarian. This contrivance faved that valuable collection. 

‘Tis however remarkable, that the greateft cenius by far, which fhone forth in 
England during this period, was deeply engaged with thele fanatics, and-even pro- 


ftituted his pen in theological controverfy, in factious difputes, and in jultifying the 


moft violent meafures of the party. This was John Milton, whole poems are ac- 
mirable, tho’ liable to fome objections ; his profe writings difagreeable, tho’ not 
altogether defective in genius. Nor are all his poems equal : His Paradife Loft, his 
Comus, and a few others, fhine out amidit fome fiat and infipid compofitions : 
Even 

* Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans, Vol, iv. p. 123: + p. 639. 
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I'ven in the Paradife Loft, his capital performance, there are very long paflages, 
amounting to near a third of the work, almoft wholly devoid of harmony and ele- 
gance, nay, ofall vigour of imagination. The natural inequality in Milton’s genius 
was much increafed by the inequalities in his fubje€t; of which fome parts are of 
th: mfelves the moft lofty that can enter into human conception, others would have 
required the moft laboured elegance of compofition to fupport them. Ic is certain, 
that this author, when in a happy mood, and employed ona noble fubject, is the 
mot wonderfully fublime of any poet in any language; Homer and Lucretius and 
Taffo not excepted. More concife than Homer, more fimple than Taffo, more 
nervous than Lucretius ; had he lived in a latter age, and learned to polifh fome 
rudenefs in his verfes; had he enjoyed better fortune, and poffeffed leizure to 
watch the returns of genius in himfelf; he had attained the pinnacle of human 
perfection, and borne away the palm of epic poetry. | 

Ir is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in his life-time the reputation 
which he deferved. His Paradife Loft was long neglected : Prejudices againft an 
apologift for the regicides, and againft a work not wholly purged of the cant of 
former times, kept the ignorant world from perceiving the prodigious merit of that 
performance. Lord Somers, by encouraging a good edition of it, about twenty 
years after the author’s death, firft brought it into reputation ; and Tonfon, in his 
dedication of a fmaller edition, fpeaks of it as a work juft beginning to be known. 
Even during the prevalence of Milton’s party, he feems never to have been much 
regarded; and Whitlocke* talks of one Milton, as he calls him, a blind man, 
who was employed in tranflating a treaty with Sweden into Latin. Thefe forms 
of expreifion are amufing to pofterity, who confider how obfcure Whitlocke him- 
felf, tho’ lord-keeper, and ambaffador, and indeed a man of great ability and 
merit, has become in comparifon of Milton. 


Ir was not ftrange, that Milton received no encouragement after the reftoration : 
It was more to be admired, that he efcaped with his life. Many of the cavaliers 
blamed extremely that lenity towards him, which was fo honourable in the King, and 
fo advantageous to pofterity. It is faid, that he had faved Davenant’s life during 
the Protectorfhip; and Davenant in return afforded him like protection after the 
reftoration. Men of letters ought always to regard their fympathy of tafte as a 
more powerful band of union, than any difference of party or opinion as a fource 
of animofity. Ic was during a ftate of poverty, blindnefs, difgrace, danger, and 
old age, that Milton compofed his wonderful poem, which not only furpaffed all the 
performances of his cotemporaries, but all the compofitions, which had flowed 
from his pen, during the vigour of his age, and the height of his profperity. This cir- 
cumftance is not the leaft remarkable ofall thofe which attended that great genius, 


WALLER 
z P. 633. 
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WALLER was the firft refiner of Englith poetry, at leaft of Englifhrhyme; but Chap, TI- 
his performances {till abound with many faults, and what is more material, they aie 
contain but feeble and fuperficial beauties. Gaiety, wit, and ingenuity are their 
ruling character: They afpire not to the fublime ; ftill lefs to the pathetic. They 
treat of love, without making us feel any tendernefs; and abound in panegyrics 
without exciting admiration. The panegyric however on Cromwel, contains more 
force than we fhould expect from the other compofitions of this poet. 


Watier was born to an ample fortune, was early introduced to the court, and 
lived in the beft. company. He poffeffed talents for eloquence as well as poetry 
and till his death, which happened in a good old age, he was the delight of the 
Houfe of Commons. The errors of his life proceeded more from want of courage 
than of honour or integrity. 


Cow ry is an author extremely corrupted by the bad tafte of his age ; but had 
he lived even in the pureft times of Greece and Rome, he muft always have been a 
very indifferent poet. He had no ear for harmony ; and his verfes are only known 
to be fuch by the rhyme, which terminates them. In. his rugged untuneable 
numbers are conveyed fentiments the moft ftrained and violent; long fpun alle- 
cories, diftant allufions, and forced conceits. Great ingenuity, however, and force 
of thought fometimes break out amidft thofe unnatural conceptions: A few Ana 
creontics furprize us by their eafe and gaiety: His profe writings pleafe, by the 

‘honefty and goodnefs which they exprefs; and even by their fpleen and melan- 
choly. “This author was much more praifed and admired during his life time, 
and celebrated after his death, than the great Milton. 


Sir Joun Dennam in his Cooper’s Hill (for none of his other poems merit at- 
tention) has a.Joftinefs and vigour, which had not before him been attained by any 
Englifh poet, who wrote in rhyme, ‘he mechanical difficulties of that meafure 
retarded its improvement. Shakefpeare, whole tragic feenes are fo wonderfully 
forcible and expreffive, is a very indifferent poet, when he attempts rhyme. 
Precifion and neatnefs are chiefly wanting in Denham. 

No author in that age was more celebrated both abroad and. at home than 
Hobbes: In our times, he is much neglected: A lively inftance, how precarious 
all reputations, founded on reafoning and philofophy! A pleafant comedy, which 
paints the manners of the age, and expoles a faithful picture of nature,.is a durable 
work, and is tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity. But a fytem, whether phyfical or 
metaphyfical, owes commonly its fuccefs to its novelty ; and is no fooner canvatied 
with impartiality than its weaknefs is difc. vered. Hobbes’s politics are fitted only 
to promote tyranny, nd his ethics to encourage licentioufnefs. Tho’ an enemy 
to religion, he partakes nothing of the {pirit of fcepticifin; but is as politive and 
dogmatical as if human reafon, and his reafon in particular, could attain a thorow 

conviction: 
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conviction on thefe fubjets. Clearne{s and propriety of ftyle are the chief ex- 
cellencies of Hlobbes’s writings. In his own perfon he is reprefented to have been 


a san of virtue; a character no way furprizing, notwithftanding his libertine fy{- 


i 
tem of ethics, ‘“limidity is the principal faule with which he is reproached: He 
lived to an extreme old age, yet could never reconcile himfelf to the thoughts of 
death. The boldnefs of his cpinions and fentiments, form a remarkable contratte 
to this part of his character. 

FarrincTon’s Oceana was well adapted to that age, when the plans of imagi- 
nary Republics were the daily fubjects of debate and converfation.; and even in our 
tinge it is juftly admired as a work of genius and invention. The idea however 
of a perfect and immortal Commonwealth will always ‘be found as chimerical as 
that of a perfect and immortal man. The {tyle of this author wants eafe and flu- 
ency ; but the good matter, which his work contains, makes ample compenfation. 

FIARVEY 1s intitled to the glory of having made, by reafoning alone, without 
any mixture of accident, a capital difcovery in one of the moft important branches 


of fcience. He had.alfo the happinefs of eftablifhing at once his theory on the moft 
folid and convincing proofs; and pofterity has added little to the arzuments fug- 
geited by his induftry and ingenuity. Eis treatife of the circulation of the blood 
is farther embellithed by that warmth and fpirit, which fo naturally accompany 
the genius of invention. This great man was much favoured by Charles the firft, 
who gave him the liberty of ufing all the deer in the royal forefts for perfectiig 
his difcoveries on the generation of animals. | 


Txis age affords great materials for hiftory ; but did not produce any accom- 


plithed hiftorian. Clarendon, however, will always be efteemed an entertaining 
author, even independant of our curiofity toknow the faéts, which he rélates, His ftyle 
is prolix and redundant, and fuffocates us by the Jength of its periods: But it df- 
covers imagination and fentiments, and pleafes us at 


the fame time that we difap- 
‘prove ofit, 


‘de is more partial in appearance than in reality: For he feems perpe- 
tually anxious to apologize for the King; but his apologies are often well grounded. 
Fe is.lefs partial in his relation of facts, than in his account of characters : 
too honeft aman to falfify the former; his affections were eafily capable, unknown 
to himlelf, of difeuifing the latter. An air of probity and goodnefs runs thro’the 
whole work; all th. fe qualities did in reality embellifh the whole life of the author. 

Turse are the chief pe formances, which engage the attent on of pofterity. _ 
Thofe numberlefs produétions, with which the prefs then abounded; the cant of 
the pulpit, the declamations of party, the fubtilties of theology; all 
azo funk into filence and oblivion. Even a writer, fuch as Selden, whofe learnine 
was his chief excellency ; or Chillingworth, an acute difputant againft the Papitls, 
wil fcarce ever be ranked among the cl 


He was 


thefe have long 


affics of our language or country. 
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Dunkirk fold to the French —Declaration of indulgence.— Decline of - 


Clarendon’s credit. 


HARLES the fecond, when he afcended the throne of his anceftors, 

was thirty years of age. He pofleffled a vigorous conftitution, 4 

fine fhape, a manly figure, a graceful air; and tho’ his features were 

harfh, yet was his countenance in the main-lively and engaging. He was in that 
period of life, when there remains enough of youth to render the perfon amiable, 
without diminifhing that authority and regard, which attend the years of experi- 
ence and maturity. ‘Tendernefs was excited by the memory of his recent adver- 
fities. His prefent profperity was the object rather of admiration than of envy. 
Vou. Il. - And 
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Chap.I. And as the fudden and furprizing revolution, which reftored him to his regal’ 
rights, had alfo reftored the nation to peace, law, order, and liberty ; no Prince 
ever obtained a crown in more favourable circumftanceés,. or was more bleft with 
the cordial affe&tion and attachment of his fubjects. 


Tuis popularity, the King, by his whole demeanor and behaviour, was well 
qualified to fupport and to encreafe. Toa lively wit and quick comprehenfion, 
he united a juft underftanding and a general obfervation both of men and things.. 
The eafieft manners, the moft unaffeGted politenefs,, the moft engaging gaiety 
accompanied his converfation and addrefs. Accuftomed during his exile to live 
amone his courtiers rather like a companion than’a monarch, he retained, even 
while on the throne, that open affability, which was capable of reconciling the 
moft determined Republicans to his royaldignity. Totally devoid of refentment, 
as well from the natural lenity as carelefsnefs of his temper, he infured pardon to. 
the moft guilty of his enemies, and left hopes of favour to his moft violent Oppo- 
nents. _ From the whole tenor of his aGtions and difcourfe, he feemed defirous of 
lofing the memory of paft animofities, and of uniting every party in an affection. 
for their Prince and their Country. 

Newminitry. Intro his council were admitted the moft eminent men of the nation, without 
regard to former diftin@tions: The Prefbyterians, equally with the Royalitts,, 
fhared this honour. Annefley was alfo created earl of Anglefey ; A thley Cooper 
lord Afhley ; Denzil Hollis lord Hollis. The earl of Manchefter was lord cham- 
berlain, and lord Say privy feal. Calamy and Baxter, Prefbyterian clerzymen, 
were even made chaplains to the King, 


Anpmirnat Monracvet, created earl of Sandwich, was entitled from his recent 
fervices to great favour; and he obtained it. Monk, created duke-of Aibemarle,. 
bad performed fuch fignal fervices, that, according to avulgar and malignant ob- 
fervation, he ought rather to. have expected hatred and ingratitude: Yet was he 
ever treated by the King with great marks of diftin@ion.. Charles’s difpofition,, 
free from jealoufy ; and the prudent behaviour of the General, who never over- 
rated his merits ; prevented all thof difgufts, which naturally arife in fo delicate q 
fituation. The capacity too of Albemarle, was not extenfive, nor were his parts 
fhining. Tho” he had diftinguifhed himfelf in inferior ftations, he was found, 
upon familiar acquaintaince, to be unequal to thofe great atchievements, which 
fortune had enabled him ro perform; and he appeared unfit for the court, a fcene 
of life to which he had never been accuftomed. Morice, his friend, was created 
fecretary of {tate, and was fupported more by his patron’s credit than by his own. 
ability or experience. 
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But the choice, which the King at firft made of his principal minifters and fa- Chap. I. 
vourites, was the circumftance, which chiefly gave contentment to the nation, and sisal 
prognofticated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Edward Hyde, created earl 
of Clarendon, was chancellor and prime minifter: The marquefs, created duke, 
of Ormond, was lord fteward of the houfehold: The earl of Southampton high 
treafurer: Sir Edward Nicholas fecretary of ftate. © Thefe men, united together 
in the ftriéteft friendfhip, and combining in the fame laudable inclinations, fup- 
ported each others credit, and purfued the intereft of the public. 

SurTasLe to the prefent profperity of public affairs was the univerfal joy and 
feftivity diffufed thro’out the nation. Themelancholy aufterity of the fanatics fell 
into difcredit together with their principles. The Royalifts, who bad ever affected 
a contrary difpofition, found in their recent faccefs new motives for mirth and 
gaiety; and it now belonged to them to give repute and fafhion to their manners. 
From paft experience it had fufficiently appeared, that gravity was very diftinct 
from wifdom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from religion, The King 
himfelf, who bore a ftrong propenfity to pleafure and fociety, ferved, by his pow- 
erful and engaging example, to banifh thofe four and malignant humours, which 
had hitherto engendered fuch confufion. And tho’ thejuft bounds were undoubt- 
edly pafled, when men returned from their former extreme ; yet was the public 
happy in exchanging vices pernicious to fociety for diforders hurtful chiefly to 
the individuals themfelves, who were guilty of them. 

Ir required fome time before the feveral parts of the ftate, disfigured by war 
ahd faction, could recover their former arrangement: But the Parliament imme- 
diately entered into a good correfpondence with the King, and they treated him 
with the fame dutiful regard, which had ufually been payed his predeceffors. Be- 
ing fummoned without the King’s confent, they received, at fir(t, only the title of 
a Convention ; and it was not till the King paffed an aét for that purpofe, that they 
were called by the appellation of Parliament. All judicial proceedings, tranfacted 


+4 the name of the Commonwealth or Protector, they thought it requilite to ra 
tify by a new law. And both houfes acknowleging the guilt of the former re- 
bellion, in their own name and in that of all the fubjects, laid hold of his majef- 


ty’s gracious pardon and indemnity. 


~~ 
i 


Tue King, before his reftoration, being afraid of reducing any of his enemies 
to defpair, and at the fame time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been ” 
committed, fhould receive a total impunity, had expreffed himfelf very cautioufly 
‘n his declaration of Breda, and had promifed an indemnity to all criminals, | 
fuch as fhould be excepted by the Parliament. 
declaring that fuch of the late King’s judges as did not yield themielves priloners 
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within fourteen days fhould receive no pardon, Nineteen furrendered themfelves : 
Some were taken in their flight: Others efcaped beyond fea. | 
THz commons feem to have been more inclined to lenity than the lords. The 


upper houfe, inflamed with the ill ufage, which they had received, were refolved, 


befides the late King’s judges, to except every one, who had fat in any high 
court of juftice. Nay, the earl of Briftol moved, that no pardon might be 
granted to thofe who had any way contributed to the King’s death. So wide an 
exception, in which every one, who had ferved the Parliament, might be compre- 
hended, gave a general alarm; and men began to apprehend, that this motion 
was the effect of fome court artifice or intrigue. But the King foon. diffipated 
thefe fears. He came tothe houfe of peers ; and in the moft earneft terms,, 
prefied the act of general indemnity. He urged both the neceffity of the thing, 
and the obligation of his former promife: A promife, he faid, which he would. 
ever regard as facred ; fince to it he probably owed the fatisfaétion,. which at pre- 
fent he.enjoyed, of meeting his people in Parliament. This meafure of the King,, 
tho’ irregular, by his taking notice of a bill which depended before the houfes, was 
received with great applaufe and fatisfaction. 

ArFrTeER repeated follicitations from the King, the act of indemnity pafied both: 
houfes, and foon received the royal affent. Thofe who had:an immediate hand in 
the King’s death, were there excepted: Even Cromwel, [reton, Bradfhaw, and 


others now dead were attainted, and their eftates forfeited. Vane and Lambert; 


Settlement of 
the revenue, 


tho’ none of the king’s judges, were alfo excepted. St. John and feventcen per- 
fons more were deprived of all benefit from this aét, if they ever accepted any. 
public employment. All who had fat in any illegal high court of juftice were dif- 
abled from bearing offices. ‘Thefe were all the feverities, which followed fuch fu- 
Tious civil wars and convulfions. 

Tue next bufinefs was the fettlement of the King’s revenue. In this work, 
the Parliament had regard to public freedom as well’ as to the fupport of the crown. 
The tenures of wards and liveries had long been regarded as a grievance by al] 
lovers of liberty: Several attempts had been made during the reign of James to 
purchafe this prerogative together with that of purveyance; and 200;000 pounds a 
year had been offered that Prince in lieu of them. During the time of the Re- 


public, wardfhips and purveyance had been utterly abolifhed. And evenin the pre- 


fent Parliament, before the King arrived in England, a bill had been introduced, 
offering him acompenfati n for thefe revenues. A hundred thoufand pounds a year 
was the fum, wh.ch the Parliament agreed to; and half of the excife was fetrléd in 
perpetuity upon the crown as the fund whence that revenue thould be levyed: 


- Pho’ that impoft yielded more profit, the bargain might be efteemed hard; and it 


was 


f 


” 
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was chiefly the neceflity of the King’s fituation, which induc’d him to confent to 
it. Norequelt of the Parliament, during the prefent joy, could be refufed them. 

Nor only the power of the crown, by means of ward{hips and purveyance, was 
very confiderable : It was alfo unequal and perfonal; and confequently, of a nature 
unfuitable to a monarchy, fubjected to ftrict and regular limitations. ‘The uni- 
formity, therefore, of the political fyftem feemed to require the abolition of thefe 
Gothic inftitutions, tho’ it might perhaps appear unjuft, that an advantage, which 
chiefly refulted to the proprietors of land, fhould be purchafed by an impoft, that 
affected every inhabitant of the kingdom. — 


Tonnace and poundage and the other half of the excife were grant.dto the 
King during life. The Parliament even proceeded fo far as to vote that the fettled 
revenue of the crown for all charges fhould be 12c0,000 pounds a year; a fum 
larger than any Englifh Monarch had ever before enjoyed. The late King’s re- 
venue from 1637 to the meeting of the long Parliament appeared to be at a medi- 
um near 900,000 pounds a year ; of which 200,000 pounds arofe from branches, 
partly illegal, partly expired. The misfortunes of that Prince were now believed, 
to have proceeded originally from the narrownefs of his revenue, and from the ob- 
ftinacy of his Parliaments, who had refufed him the requifite fupply. And _as all 
the Monarchs of Europe were perpetually augmenting their forces; and confe- 
quently their expences, it became requifite that England, fiom motives boih of honour 
and fecurity, fhould bear fome proportion to them,.and adapt its revenue to the new 
fyftem of politics, which prevailed. According to the chancellor’s computation, 
a charge of 800,000 pounds a year, was at prefent required for the fleet and 
other articles, which formerly coft the crown but eighty thoufand. 

Hap the Parliament, before reftoring the King, infifted on any farther: limita- 
tions than thofe which the conftitution already impofed ; befides the danger of in- 
flaming the antient quarrels among parties; it would feem, that their caution had 
been entirely fuperfluous. By reafon of its flender and precarious. revenue, the 
crown in effect was {till totally dependant. Nota fourth part of this fum, which 
feemed requifite for public expences, could be levyed without confent of Parlia- 
ment; and any conceffions, had they been thought neceflary, might, even after 
the reftoration, be extorted by the commons from their neceffitous Princé.. This 
Parliament fhowed no intention of employing at prefent that engine to any fuch 
purpofes; but they feemed ftill determined not to part with it entirely, or to 
render the revenues of the crown fixed and independant, Tho’ they voted 
in general, that 1200,000 pounds a year fhould be fettled on the King, they 
affigned not any funds, which could yield two thirds of that. tum. And 

they 
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they left the care of fulfilling their engagements to the future confideration of 
Parliament. 


Iw all the temporary fupplies, which they voted, they difcovered the fame cau- 
tious frugality. To difband the army, fo formidable in itfelf, and fo much ac- 
cuftomed to rebellion and changes of government, was neceffary for the fecurity 
both of King and Parliament ; yet the Commons fhowed great jealoufy in eranting 
the fums, requifite for that purpofe. An affeffment of 70,000 pounds a month 
was impofed: but it was at firft voted, to continue only for three months: Andall 
the other fums, which, by a poll-bill and new affefiments, they levied for that 
ule, they ftill granted by parcels; as if they were not, as yet, well affured of the 
fidelity of that hand, to which the money was committed. Having proceeded fo 
far in the fettlement of the nation, the Parliament adjourned themfelves for fome 
time. 

- Durine the recefs of Parliament, the object, which chiefly interefted the pub- 
lic, was the tryal and condemnation of the Regicid:s. The general indignation, 
which attended the enormous crime, of which thefe men had been guilty, made 
their fufferings the {ubje& of joy to the people : But in the peculiar circumftances 
of that action, in the prejudices of the times, as well as in the behaviour of the cri 
minals, a mind, feafoned with humanity, will find a plentiful fource of compaffion 
and indulgence. Can any one, without the utmoft concern for human blindnefs and 
ignorance, confidet the demeanor of general Harrifon, who was firft brought to his 
trial? With great courage and elevation of fentiment, he told the court, that the 
pretended crime, of which he ftood accufed, was not a deed, performed in acorner : 
The found of it had gone forth to moft nations ; and in the fingular and marvellous 
conduct of it had chiefly appeared the fovereign power of Heaven. ‘That he himfelf, 
agitated by doubts, had often, with paffionate tears, offered his addrefiés to the 
Divine Majefty ; and earneftiy fought for light and conviction: He had ftill 
received affurance of a heavenly fanction, and returned from thefe devout fuppli- 
cations with more ferene tranquillity and fatisfaction. That all the nations of the 
earth, in the eyes of their Creator, were lefs than a drop of water in the bucket; 
nor were their erroneous judgements aught but darknefs compared with divine illu- ~ 
minations. That thefe frequent illapfes of the divine Spirit hecould not fufpeét to 
be interefted illufions ; fince he was confcious, that, for no temporal advantage, 
would he offer injury to the pooreft man or woman who trod upon the earth. That 
all the allurements of ambition, all the terrors of imprifonment, had not been able, 
during the ufurpation of Cromwel, to fhake his fteddy refolution or bend him to 
a compliance with that deceitful tyrant. And that when invited by him to fit oa 
the right hand of the throne, when offered riches and {plendor and dominion, he 

had 
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had difdainfully rejected all temptations; and neglecting the tears of his friends 
and family, had ftill, thro’ every danger, held faft his principles and his integrity, 

Scot, who was more a Republican than a Fanatic,. had faid in the houfe of 
Commons, a little before the reftoration, that he defired no other epitaph to be in- 
{cribed on his tombftone than this ; Here ies Thomas Scot, who adjudged the King ta 
death. He fupported the fame fpirit upon his trial. 

Carew, a Millenarian, fubmitted to his trial, faving to. our Lord Fefus Chrift bis 
right to the government of thefe kingdoms. Some {crupled to fay, according to 
form, that they would be tried by God and. their country ;-becaufe God was not 
vifibly prefent to judge them. Others faid, that they would be tried by the word 
of God. 

No more than fix of the late King’s judges, Harrifon, Scot, Carew, Clement, 
Jones, and Scrope, were executed: Scrope alone, of all thofe who came in upon 
the King’s proclamation. He was a gentleman-of a good family and of a decent 
character: But it was proved, that he had lately, in converfation, exprefied himfelf 
as no way convinced of his guilt in condemning the King. Axtel, who had guarded 
the high court of juftice, Hacker, who commanded on the day of the King’s exe- 
cution, Coke, the follicitor for the people of England, and Hugh Peters, the fu- 
rious preacher, who inflamed the army to regicide: All thefe were tried, and con- 
demned, and fuffered with the King’s judges. No faint nor confeffor ever went 
to martyrdom with more affured confidence of Heaven than was exprefled by 
thofe criminals, even when the terrors of immediate death, joined to) many in- 
dignities were fet before them, The reft of the King’s judges, by an-unexampled 
lenity, were reprieved ; and they were difperfed into feveral prifons. 

Txis punifhment of declared enemies no way interrupted the rejoicings of the 
court: But the death of the duke of Glocefter, a young Prince of very pro- 
mifing hopes, threw a great cloud upon them. The King, by no incident in 
his life, was ever fo deeply affected. Glocefter was obferved to poffefs united the 
good qualities of both his brothers: The clear judgement and penetration of the 
King ; the induftry and application of the duke of Yorke. He was alo believed 
affectionate to the religion and conftitution of his country. He was-but twenty 
years of age, when the {mall pox put.an end to his life. 

Tue Princefs of Orange, having come to England, in order to partake of the 
joy, attending the reftoration of her family, with whom fhe lived in great friend- 
fhip, foon after fickened and died. The Queen-mather payed a vifit to her fon ; 
and obtained his-confent to the marriage of the Princefs Henrietta, with the duke 
of Orleans, brother to the French King. 
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and fome articles of the revenue. They granted more affeffments, and fome ar- 
rears for paying and difbanding the army. Bufinefs, being carried on with great 


Diffolution of ynanimity, was foon difpatched: And after they had fat near two months, the 


the Conven- 
tion Parlia- 
ment. 

2oth of De- 


cember. 


King in a fpeech full of the moit gracious expreffions, thought proper to diffolve 
them. 


Tuts Houle of Commons had been chofen during the reign of the old Parlia- 
mentary party; and tho’ many Royalifts had crept in amonegft them, yet did it 
chiefly confitt of Prefbyterians, who had not yet entirely laid afide their old jea- 
loufies and principles. Lenthal, a member, having faid, that thofe who firft 
cook arms againft the King, were as guilty as thofe, who afterwards brought him to 
the fcaffold, was feverely reprimanded by order of the houfe; and the mott vio- 
Jent efforts of the Long Parliament to fecure the conftitution and bring delinquents 
to juftice, were in eff-& vindicated and applauded. The claim of the two Houfes 
to the militia, the firft ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an ufurpation, 
this Parliament was never brought exprefsly to refign. All grants of money they 
made with a very fparing hand. Great arrears being due by the late Protectors to 
the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and every branch of fervice; this whole 
debt they threw upon the crown, without eftablifhing funds fufficient for its pay- 
ment. Yet notwithftanding this jealous care expreffed by the Parliament, there 
prevails a ftory, that Popham, having founded the difpofition of the members, un- 
dertook to the earl of Southampton to procure, during the King’s life, a grant of 
two millions a year, land tax; a fum, which, joined to the cuftoms and excife, 
would for ever have rendered this Prince independant of his people. Southampton, 
it is faid, merely from his affection to the King, had unwarily embraced the offer; 
and it was not till he communicated the matter to the chancellor, that he was made 
fnfible of its pernicious tendency. It is not improbable, that fuch an offer 
might have been made, and been hearkened to; butit is no way probable, that all 
the interc{t of the court would ever, with this Houfe of Commons, have been able 
to make it effe€tual. Clarendon fhowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity, in 
entirely rejecting it. 

Tue chancellor, from the fame principles of conduc, haftened to difband the 
army. When the King reviewed thefe veterane troops, he was ftruck with their 
beauty, order, difcipline, and martial appearance ; and being fenfible, that regu- 
jar forces are moft neceffary implements of royalty, he exprefied a defire of finding 
expedients ftill to retainthem, But his wife minifter fet before him the dangerous 
fpirit by which thefe troops were animated, their enthufiaftic genius, their habits of 
rebellion and mutiny ; and he convinced the King, that till they were difbanded, he 
sever could efteem himfelf fecurely eftablifhed on his throne. No more troops 
were retained than a few guards and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 40¢0 

foot. 


i ee AA Mage ES ST AIT, 


137 
foot. This was the firft appearance, under the Monarchy, of a regular ftanding Chap. I. 
army in England. The fortifications of Glocefter, Taunton, and other towns, 1a. 


which had units refiftance to the King during the civil wars, were alfo demolifhed. 

CLARENDON not only behaved with great wifdom and juftice in the office of 
chancellor: All the councils, which he gave the King, tended equally to promote 
the intereft of Prince and people. » Charles, accuftomed in his exile to pay entire 
deference to the judgement of that faithful fervant, continued ftill to fubmit to his 
direction ; and for fome time no minifter was ever pofleffed of more abfolute au- 
thority. He moderated the forward zeal of the Royalifts, and tempered their ap- 
petite for revenge. With the oppofite party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate 
all the King’s engagements: He kept an exact regifter of every promife which 
had been made for any fervices, and he employed ali his induftry to fulfill them- 
This good minifter was now very nearly allied to the royal family. His daughter, 
Anne Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accomplifhments, had hearkened, while 
abroad, to the addreffes of the duke of York, and under promife of marriage, had 
fecretly admitted him to her bed. Her pregnancy foon appeared after the reftora- 
tion ; and tho’ many endeavoured to diffwade the Duke from fo unequal an alliance, 
thé King, in pity to his friend and minifter, who had been totally ignorant of 
thefe engagements, obliged his brother to marry her. Clarendon expreffed great 
uneafinefs, at the honour, which he had obtained ; and faid, that, by being elevated 
fo much above his rank, he thence dreaded a more fudden downfall. 


Most circumftances of Clarendon’s adminiftration have met with applaufe : His “re 
conduct alone of ecclefiaftical politics has by many been deemed the effect of pre- Boies ie 
judices, narrow and bigotted. Had the jealoufy of royal power prevailed fo far 
with the Convention Parliament as to make them reftore the King upon ftrict li- 

- mitations, there is no queftion but the eftablifhment of prefbyterian difcipline had 
been one of the conditions moft rigidly infifted on. Not only that form of ecclefi- 
aftical government is more favourable to liberty than to royal power: It was like- 
wife On its own account, agreeable to the majority of the Houfe of Commons, 
and fuited their religious principles. But as the impatience of the people, the 


danger of delay, the general difguft toward s faction, and the authority of Monk had 
prevailed over that jealous project of limitations, the full fettlement of the Hierarchy, 
together with the Monarchy, was a neceffary and infallible confequence. All the 
Royalifts were zealous for that mode of religion ; the merits of the epifcopal 
clergy bis: the King, as well as their fufferings on that account, had been very 
great ; the laws, apich e{tablifhed bifhops and the | lit rey, were as yet unrepealed 


ai. 
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blood arid confufion. Moved by thefe views, the Commons had very wifely poft- 
ponedthe examination of all religious controverfy, and had left entirely the fettle- 
ment of the church to the King and to the laws. 

‘Tue King at firft ufed great moderation in the execution of the laws. Nine 
bifhops ftill remained alive ; and thefe were immediately reftored to their diocefes : 
All thé ejected clergy recovered their livings: The liturgy, a form of werfhip 
very decent, and not without beauty, was again admitted into the churches: But 
at the fame time, a declaration was iffued,.in order to give contentment to the 
Prefbyterians, and preferve an air of moderation and neutrality. In that declara- 
tion, the King promifed, that he fhould provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger 
diocefes ; that the prelates fhould, all of them, be regular and conftant preachers ; 
that they fhould not confer ordination or exercife any jurifdiction, without the ad- 
vice and affiftance of Prefbyters, chofen by the diocefe; that fuch alterations 
fhould be made in the liturgy, as would render it totally unexceptionable;, that in: 
the mean time, the ufe of that mode of worfhip fhould not be impofed on fuch 
as were unwilling to receive it; and that the furplice, the crofs in baptifm, and 
bowing at the name of Jefus fhould not be rigidly infifted on. This declaration 
the King iffued as head of the church; and he plainly aflumed,. in many parts 
of it, a legiflative authority in ecclefiaftical matters. . But the Englifh govern- 
ment, tho” more exactly defined by late contelts, was not, as yet, reduced, in 
every particular, to the ftri€& limits of law. And if ever prerogative was jultis 
fiably employed, it feemed to be on the prefent occafion ; when all parts of the 
{tate were torne with paft convulfions, and eeerser| the moderating hand of the 
chief magiftrate, to reduce them to their antient ordet 

Bur tho’ thefe appearances of neutrality Gerciaiatanen and a peated epifco- 
pacy only feemed to be infifted on, it was far from the intention of the miniftry 
always to prcferve like regard to the Prefbyterians.. ‘The madnefs of the Fifth- 
Monarchy-men afforded them a pretext for departing from it. Venner, a defpe- 
rate enthufiaft, who had often confpired again{ft Cromwel, having, by his zealous 
lectures, inflamed his own imagination and that of his followers, iffued forth with 
them into the ftreets of Ecnden: They were to the number of fixty, compleatly 
armed, believed themfelves invulnerable and invincible, and firmly expected the 
fame fortune, which had attended Gideon and other heroes of the Old Teftament. 
Every one at firft fled before them. One unhappy man, who, being queftioned, 
he faid, ‘* He was for God and King Charles,” they inftantly murdered: 
They went triumphantly from ftreet to f'reet, every where proclaiming King Je- 
fus, who, they faid, was their invifible leader. At length, the magiftrates, hav- 
ing affembled fome train-bands, made an attack upon. them, They defended 
themfelves 
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themfelves with great order as well as valour ; and after killing many of the affail- oo i I. 
ants, they made a regular retreat into Cane- Wood near Hampftead. Next morn- i 
ing, they were chaced thence by a detachment of the guards; but they ventured 

again to invade the city, which was not prepared to receive them. fter com- 

mitting great diforder, and traverfing almoft every ftreet of that immenfe capital, 

they fhut up themfelves in a houfe, which to the laft extremity they were refolute 

to defend. Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, they were fired upon from 

every fide; and they ftill refufed quarter. ‘The people rufhed in upon them, and 

feized the few whowere alive. They were tryed, condemned, and executed s 

and to the laft they perfifted in affirming, that, if they were deceived, it was the 


Lord that had deceived them. . : 


~ 


CLARENDON andthe miniftry took occafion from this infurrection to infer the 
dangerous fpirit of the Prefbyterians and of all thefectaries: But the madnefs of 
the attempt fufficiently proved, that it had been undertaken by no concert, and 
never could have proved dangerous. The well known hatred too, which prevailed 
betwixt the Prefbyterians and the other fects, fhould have removed the former 
from all fufpicion of any concurrence in the enterprize. But as a pretext was 
wanted, befides their old demerits, for juftifying the intended rigours againft them, 
this reafon, however flight, was very greedily laid hold of. 

Tue affaits in Scotland haftened with ftill quicker fteps than thofe in England ag... o¢ 
towards a fettlement and a compliance with the King. It was deliberated in.the Scotland. 
Englifh council, whether that nation fhould be reftored to its liberty, or whether 
the forts, erected by Cromwel, fhould not ftill be upheld, in order to curb the 
mutinous fpirit, by which the Scotch in all ages had been fo much governed. 
Lauderdale, who from the battle of Worcefter to the reftoration, had been de- 
tained a prifoner inthe Tower, had confiderable influence with the King; and he 
ftrenuoufly oppofed this violent meafure. He reprefented, that it was the loyalty 
of the Scotch nation, which had engaged them in oppofition to the Enelifh re- 
bels ; and that to take advantage of the calamities, into which, on that account, 
they had fallen, wauld be regarded as the higheft injuftice and ingratitude: That 
the fpirit of that people was now fully fubdued by the long fervitude, under which 
the ufurpers had detained them, and would of itfelf yield to any reafonabie com- 
pliance with their ‘egal fovereign, if, by his means, they recovered their liberty 
tand independance : That the attachment of the Scotch towards their King, whom 
they regarded as their native Prince, was naturally much flronger than that of the 
Englifh; and would afford him a fure reffource, in cafe of any rebellion among 
the latter: “That republican principles had long been, and {till were, very preva- 
lent with his fouthern fubje@s, and might again menace the throne with new tu- 
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mults and refiftance. That the time would probably come, when the King, in- 
ftead of defiring to fee Englith garrifons in Scotland, would be better pieafed to 
have Scotch garrifons in England, who, fupported by Englith pay, would be fond 
to curb the feditious genius of that opulent nation: And thata people, fuch as the 
Scotch, governed by a few nobility, would more eafily be reduced to fubmiffion 
under Monarchy, than one, like the Englifh, who breathed nothing but the fpirit 
of democratical equality. 

Tuese views induced the King to difband all the forces in Scotland, and to raze 
all the forts, which had been ere&ted. General Middleton, created earl of that 
name, was fent commiffioner to the Parliament, which was fummoned. A very 
compliant fpirit was there difcovered in all orders of men, The commiffioner had 
even fufficient influence to obtain an act, annulling, at once, all laws, which had 
paffed fince the year 1633; under pretext of the violence, which, during thae 
time, had been employed ayainft the King and his father, in order to procure their 
afient to thefe ftatutes. This was a very large, if notan unexampled conceffion ; 
and, together with many pernicious limitations, overthrew fome ufeful barriers, 
which had been erected to the conftitution. But the tide was now running ftronely 
towards monarchy ; and the Scotch nation plainly difcovered, that their pait 
refiltance had proceeded more from the turbulency_of their ariftocracy and the 
bigotry of their ecclefiaftics, than from any fixed paffion towards civil liberty, 
The lords of articles were reftored, with fome exorbitant branches of prero- 
gative; and royal authority, fortified with more plaufible claims and pretexts, was 
in its full extent, re-eftablifhed in-that kingdom, 


3 
Tue prelacy likewife, by the abrogating every ftatute, enacted in favour of Pref- 
bytery, was thereby tacitely reflored; and the King deliberated what ufe he fhould 
make of this conceffion. Lauderdale, who at bottom was a paflionate zealot 
again{t epifcopacy, endeavoured to perfwade him, that the Scotch, if gratified in 
this favourite point of ecclefiaftical government, would, in every other demand, 
be entirely compliant with the King. Charles, tho he had no fuch attachment to 
prelacy as had influenced his father and grandfather, had fuffered fuch indignities 
from the Scotch Prefbyterians, that he ever after bore them a moft hearty 
averfion. He faid to Lauderdale, that Pref{byterianifm, he thought, was not a 
religion fit fora gentleman; and he could not confent to its farther continuance 
in Scotland. Middleton too and his other minifters per{waded him, that the na- 
tion in general were fo difgufted with the violence and tyranny of the Ecclefiaftics, 
that any alteration of church government would be univerfally grateful. And 
Clarendon, as well as Ormond, dreading that the Prefbyterian fect, if legally 
eftablifhed in Scotland, would acquire authority in England, and Ireland, fe- 
conded 


~ 
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conded the applications of thefe minifters. The refolution was therefore taken 
to reftore prelacy ; a meafure afterwards attended with many and great inconvent- 
encies: But whether in this refolution the King did not chufe the lefs evil, it is 
very difficult to determine. Sharpe, who had been commiffioned by the Prefby- 
terians in Scotland to manage their intereft with the King, was perfuaded to aban- 
don that party ; and as a reward for his compliance, was created archbifhop of St. 
Andrew’s. The management of ecclefiaftical affairs was chiefly intrufted to him ; 
and as he was deemed a traitor and a renegade by his old friends, he became, on 
that account, as well as from the violence of his conduct, extremely obnoxious 
to them. 

Cuartes had not promifed to Scotland any fuch indemnity as by h’s declara- 
tion of Breda he had enfured to England: And it was efteemed more political for 
him to hold over men’s heads, for fome time, the terror of punifhment ; till they 
fhould have made the requifite compliance with the new eftablifhed government. 
Tho’ neither the King’s temper nor plan of adminiftration led him to feverity ; 
fome examples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant rebellion, feemed requifite ; 
and the marquefs of Argyle and one Guthry, a minifter, were pitched on as the 
victims. Two acts of indemnity, one paffed by the late King in 1641, another 
by the prefent in 1651, formed, it was thought, invincible obftacles to the pu- 
nifhment of Argyle; and barred all enquiry into that part of his conduét, which 
might juftly be regarded as the molt exceptionable. Nothing remained but to try 
him for his compliance with the ufurpation ; a crime common to him with the 
whole nation, and fuch a one as the moft loyal and affectionate fubject might fre- 
quently by violence be obliged to commit. To make this compliance appear the 
more voluntary and hearty, there were produced in court letters, which he had 
wrote to Albemarle, while that General governed Scotland, and which contained 
expreffions of the moft cordial attachment. But befides the general indignation, 
excited by Albemarle’s difcovery of this private correfpondence ; men thoughr, 
that even the higheft demonftrations of affection might, during jealous times, be 
exacted as a requifite mark of compliance from a perfon of fuch diftinction as 
Argyle, and could not, by any equitable conftruction, imply the crime of treafon. 
The Parliament, however, was reduced to fuch a ftate of fervile complaifance as 
to pals fentence upon him and he died with great conftancy and courage. As 
he was univerfally known to have been the chief inftrument of paft ditorders and 
civil wars, the irregularity of his fentence, and feveral iniquitous circumftances in 
the method of conduéting his trial, feemed on that account to admit of fome apo- 
logy. The lord Lorne, fon to Argyle, having ever preferved his loyalcy, ob- 
tained a gift of the forfeiture. Guthry was.a feditious preacher, and had perfo- 

nally 


Chap. I. 
1O0¥. 





my 


112 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap. I. nally affronted the King: His punifhment gave furprize to no body. Sir Archi- 
bald Johnitone of Warrifton was attainted and fled; but was feized in Franceabout 
two years after, brought over Lape executed. He had been very active, during 
all the late- diforders; and was even fufpected of a fecret combination with the 
Englith Regicides. 

Besipes thefe inftances of compliance in the Scotch Parliament, they voted an 
additional revenue to the King of 40,000 pounds a year, to be levied by way of 
excife. A {mall force was propoted to be maintained by this revenue, in order to 
prevent like confufions with thofe to which the kingdom had been hitherto ex- 
pofed. An act was alfo pafied, declaring the covenant to be unlawful, and its 
obligation void and null. This was a violent fhock to the bigotted prejudices of 
the nation. 

In England, the civil diftintions feemed to be abolifhed by the lenity and equa- 
lity of Chatles® sadminiftration. Cavalier and Round-head were heard of no more; 
All men feerned to concur in fubmitting tothe King’s lawful prerogatives, and in 
cherifhing the juft privileges of the people and of Parliament, Theological contro- 
verfy alone ftill fubfifted, and kept alive fome fparks of that flame, which had 
thrown the nation into fuch combuftion. _Befides the profpeét of toleration, enter- 
tained by the Catholics, Independants, and other feCtaries ; Prelacy and Prefbytery 
7 ftrugled for the fuperiority, and the hopes and fears of both parties, kept them in 
Conference at agitation. A conference was held in the Savoy betwixt twelve bifhops and twelve 
OE a aig acess among the prefbyterian minifters, with an intention, or at leaft under pretext, 
March. of bringing about an accommodation betwixt the parties. The furplice, the crofs in 

baptifm, the kneeling at the facrament, the bowing at the name of Jefus, were anew 
canvafied ; and the ignorant multitude entertained hopes, that fo many men of gra- 
vity and learning could not fail, after deliberate argumentation, to agree in all points 
of controverfy : They were furprized to fee them feparate more inflamed than ever, 
and more confirmed in their feveral prejudices.. To enter into particulars would be 
fuperfluous. Difputes concerning religious forms are often, in themfelves, the mof 
frivolous of any; and merit attention only .fo far as gins have influence on the 
peace and order of civil fociety. | 
Tue King’s declaration had promifed fome endeavours towards a comprehenfion 
of both parties; and Charles’s own indifference with regard to all fuch queftions 
Aissihents {fzemed a very favourable circumftance for the execution of that project. The par- 
forandag,inft tizans of a comprehenfion faid, that the~Prefbyterians as well as the Prelatifts, 
a comprehen having felt by experience the fatal effects of mutual obftinacy and violence, were 
now ‘ell difpofed towards an amicable agreement ; that the bifhops, by remitting 
fome part of their authority, and diff penfing with the moit exceptionable ceremo- 
nies, 
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nies, would fo gratify their adverfaries as to obtain their cordial and affe@tionate Chap. I. 


compliance, and unite the whole nation in one faith and one worfhip; that by ob- ee 


ftinately infifting on forms, in themfelves infignificant, an air of importance was 
beftowed on them, and men were taught to continue equally obftinate in rejeCting 


} 


them; that the prefbyterian clergy would go every reafonable length, rather than 
by parting with their livings, expofe themfclves to a ftate of begeary, or at beft 
of dependance; and that if their pride was flattered by fome feeming alterations, 
and a pretext given them for affirming, that they had not abandoned their former 
principles, nothing farther was requifite to produce a thorow union betwixt thofe 
two parties, which comprehended the bulk’of the nation. 

Ir was alleged on the other hand, that the difference between religious fects was 
founded, not on principle, but on paffion; and till the irregular affections of meh 
could be correéted, it was in vain to expeét, by compliances, to obtain a perfect 
unanimity and comprehenfion ; that the more infignificant the objects of difpute 
appeared, with the more certainty might it be inferred, that the real ground of dif- 
fenfion was different from that which was univerfally pretended; that the love of 
novelty, the pride of argumentation, the pleafure of making profelytes, and the 
obftinacy of contradiction, would for ever give rife to fects and difputes, nor was it 
poffible that fuch a fource of diffention could ever by any conceffions, be en- 
tirely exhaufted ; that the church, by departing frem antient practices and princi- 
ples, would tacitely acknowlege herfelf guilty of error, and lofe that reverence, fo 
requilite for preferving the attachment of the multitude; and that if the prefent 
conceffions (which was more than probable) fhould prove inefiectual, greater muft 
{till be made ; and in the iffue, difcipline would be defpoiled of all its authority, 
and worfhip of all its decency, without obtaining that end, which had been fo 
fondly fought for by thefe dangerous indulgences. 

Tue miniftry were enclined to give the preference to the latter arguments ; and 
were the more confirmed in that intention by the difpofition, which appeared in the 
Parliament lately affembled. The Royelifts and zealous Churchmen were at pre- 
fent the popular party in the nation, and, feconded by the efforts of the court, 


/ 
r pet 9 C 
| 


had prevailed in almoft every election. Not more than fifty-fix members of A new P 
the prefbyterian party had obtained feats in the lower houfe *; and thefe were able ~: 
neither to oppofe nor retard the meafures of the majority. Monarchy, the refore, 


and Epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power and fplendor as they had lately 


4 


fuffered mifery and depreffion, Sir Edward Turner was chofen fpeaker. 


‘Aw act was pafled for the fecurity of the King’s perfon and government. To 
intend or devife the King’s imprifonment, or bodily harm, or depofition, or the 
levying, 


* Carte’s Anfwer to the Byftander, p.. 79> 
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levying war acainft him, is declared, during the life-time of his prefent Majefty, to 
be high treafon. To affirm him to be a Papift or Heretic, or to endeavour by fpeech 
Or writing to aliesate his fubjects affections from him; thefe offences were made fuf- 
ficient to incapactate the perfon guilty from holding any employment in church or 
ftate. To maintain that the Long Parliament is not diflelved, or thateither or 
both Houfes, wi:hout the King, are poffeffed of legiflative authority, or that the 
covenant is bindng; whoever defended thefe dangerous pofitions was made liable 
to the penalty ofa premunire. , 

Tue covenantitfelf, together with the act for erecting the high court of juftice, - 
that for fubfcribing the engagement, and that for declaring England a Coimmon- 
wealth, were orcred to be burned by the hands of the hangman. The people 
affifted with grea: alacrity on this occafion. 

Tue abufes of >etitioning in the precedent reign had been attended with the worft 
confequences; and to prevent fuch irregular practices for the future, it was enacted, 
that no more thai twenty hands fhould be fubfcribed to any petition, unlefs with 
the fanction of three juftices, or the major part of the grand jury; and that no pe- 
tition fhould be grefented to the King or either houfe by above ten perfons. ‘The 
penalty for a traafgreffion of this law was a fine of a hundred pounds and three 
montlis imprifonnent. 

Tue bifhops, tho’ reftored to their fpiritual authority, were ftill excluded from 
Parliament: by tke law, which the late King had paffed, immediately before the 
commencement cf the civil diforders, Great violence, both againft the King and 
the Houfe of Peers, had been employed in paffing this law ; and on that account 
alone, the partizas of the church were provided of a very plaufible pretext for re- 
pealing it. Charles expreffed much fatisfaction, when he gave his affent to the 
act for that purpofe. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as well as. 
that of the churth, was interefted in reftoring the prelates to their former dig- 
nity. Thofe who efteem every acquifition of the Prince a detriment to the people, 
are apt to comphin of this inftance of complaifance in the Parliament. 

Arter an adpurnment of fome months, the Parliament was again aflembled, 
and proceeded with the fame fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign of reftor- _ 
ing, in its full exent, the antient prerogatives of the crown: They were only anxi- 
ous to repair all ‘hofe breaches, which had been made, not by the love of liberty, 
but by the fury of faction andcivil war. The power of the {word had, in all ages, 
been allowed to be vefted in the crown ; and tho’ no law conferred this prerogative, 
every Parliameni, till the laft of the preceeding reign, had willingly fubmitted to 
an authority mor antient, and therefore more facred, than that of any pofitive fta- 
tute. It was nov thought proper folemnly to relinquifh the violent pretenfions of 

that 
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that Parliament, and to acknowlege, that neither one Houfe, nor bot hho 
independant of the King, wre pollefed of any military authority. The e pream ble to 
th’s {katute went fo far as to renounce ajl right even of defei hie @ arms againft the 


King; and much obfervation has been made vERn regard to.a conceffion, efteemed 
fo fingular. Were thofe terms taken in their full literal fenfe, they imply a total re- 
nounciation of all limitations to Monarchy, and of all RE MHERS in the fubject, in- 


dependant of the will of the Sover oe For as no.rights can fubfift without fome 


remedy, much lefs rights expofed to | 


fo much invafion from Bey or even irom 
ambition ; if fubjects n ‘Wut never refilt, it - certain, that every Prince, without any 
effort, policy, or violence, 1s at once rent ered abfolute and uncontroulable: The 
overeion needs only iffue an edit, abolifhing every authority but his own ; and all 
herey fran Lat oo. x “| ; 
iberty, fron: that moment, is in effect anni hilated. 
impute to the pecus i out. who, tho’ zealous Royal lifts - fhowed, in 
° x ry 
their estas that the y had not caft off all regard to n ationa! privileges. Lhe 


| 


vere probably fenfible, that to es in the Sovereign any fuch ‘eaten of public 
liberty is entirely unconftitutional ; and that therefore exprefsly to referve, upon that 
event, any right of refiftance in the fubject muft be liable to the fame objection. 
They had feen that the Long Parliament, under pretext of defence, had begun a 
violent attack on kingly power; and after involving the kingdom in blood, had 


finally loft that liberty, for which they had fo imprude ent ily contended. . hey 
thought, tho’ perhaps erroneoufly, that it was no longer poffible, after fuch exor- 
bitant pretenfions, to apatite in that prudent filence, hitherto maintained by the 
laws, and that it was necet Jary, by fome pofitive declaration, to bar the return of 
like inconveniéncies: “When they excluded, therefore, the right of defence, they 
fuppofed, that, the conftitution remaining’ firm upon. its bafis; there never really 
could — an wei made by the Sovereign. If fuch an attack was at any time made, 


was then extreme: And the cafe of extreine and violent neceflity, no 
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i, an hought, could comprehend ; becaufe to fuch a neceffity no laws could 


beforehand point out a proper remedy. 

Tue other ‘meafures of this Parliament ftill difcovered a more anxious care to 
ouard acainft rebellion in the fubjects thane ncroachments inthecrown: Therecent 
evils af tive war and ufurpation had natura lly encreafed the birie of fubmiffion to 
the Monarch, and had thrown the nation into that dangerous extreme. During the 
violent and jealous government of the inteaphcii and of the Protectors, all magi- 
ftrates, liable to fufpicion, h ad been 3 ! 


pe 
L 
Etion to the ruling powers, or W ho retufed to 


admitted, who gave not pr oofs of afted 

fabfcribe the covenant. To leave 5 authority in ach hands feemed dangerous ; 

and the Parliament, therefore, empowered the King to appoint comm iffioners for 
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Chap. I. regulating the corporations, and expelling fuch magiftrates as either had intruded 
r001 chemfelves by violence, or profeffed principles, dangerous to the conftitution, civil 
and ecclefiaftical. It was alfo enacted, that all magiftrates fhould difclaim the ob- 
ligation of the covenant, and fhould declare both their belief, that it was not lawful, 
upon any pretence whatfoever, to take arms againft the King, and their abhorrence 
of the traiterous pofition of taking arms by the King’s authority againft his perfon, 

or againft thofe commiffioned by him. : 


Wuen the latter part of this oath, the words, commiffioned by him, which feem 
the moft dangerous to the conftitution, came to be debated,. it was moved in the 
Houfe, and earneftly preffed by Sir John Vaughan, an eminent lawyer, that the 
word, /ewfully, might be added, in order to remove all difficulties, But the attor- 
ney-general, Sir Heneage Finch, anfwered, that it was not neceffary : The very 
word, commiffion, imported it; fince any power, not lawfully iffued, to lawful per- 
fons, and for a lawful purpofe, was in reality no commiffion: And the whole Houfe 
feemed to affent to this interpretation. The fame word, lawfully, Southampton 
himielf, in the Houfe of Peers, endeavoured to add ; but a like anfwer was made 
by Anglefey.. Southampton ftill infifted, that fuch an addition would clear all ob- 
{curities ; and that many, not having heard the particular fenfe of the Parliament, 
might fancy, that, if any fort of commiffion was granted, it would not be lawful to 
refift it: But that worthy patriot could not prevail, The opinion of both parties, 
it is to be prefumed, was the fame: Tho’ the fear of affording a pretext to rebel- 
lion made the Royalifts rafhly overlook the danger, to which liberty might be 
expofed by fuch conceffions. In mof human deliberations, it is dificult, if not 
impoffible, to make a choice which is not expofed to fome inconvenience. And 
it is but too ufual for vidtorious parties, who had fuffered under oppreffion, to fig- 
nalize their triumph over their adverfaries, by carrying matters to the extremity 
moit oppofite to that which had formerly prevailed. 








1662. Tue care of the church was no lefs prevalent with this Parliament than that of 
Ge. a Monarchy: The bill of uniformity fignalized the triumph of Prelacy over Prefby- 
terlanifm. Different parties concurred in promoting this bill, which contained: 
many fevere claufes. The Independants and other fedtaries, enraged to find all 
their {chemes fubverted by the Prefbyterians, who had once been their affociates, 
exerted themfelves to difappoint that party of the favour and indulgence, to which, 
from their recent merits in promoting the reftoration, they thought themfeives 
juftly entitled. By the Prefbyterians, faid. they, the war was raifed- By them 
were the populace firtt incited to tumults: By their zeal, intere{t, and riches were 
the armies fupported: By their force was the King fubdued : And if, in the fequel,’ 


they 
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they protefted againft thofe extreme violences, committed by the military leaders, 
their oppofition came too late, after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power 
and the pretences, by which they maintained their fanguinary meafures. They had 
indeed concurred «with the Royalifts in recalling the King: But ought they to be 
efteemed, on that account, more affectionate to the royal caufe? Rage and ani- 
mofity, raifed by difappointed ambition, were plainly their fole motives ; and if 
the King fhould now be fo imprudent as to diftinguifh them by any particular in- 
dulgences, he would foon experience fromm them the fame hatred and oppofition, 
which had proved fo fatal to his father. 

Tue Catholics, tho’ they had little intereft in the nation, were a confiderable party 
at court ; and from their great fervices and fufferings, during the civil wars, it 
feemed but juft to bear them fome favour and regard. Thefe Religionifts dreaded 
an entire union among the Proteftants. Were they the fole Nonconformifts in the 
nation, the fevere execution of penal laws upon their fect feemed an infallible con- 
fequence; and they ufed all their intereft to pufh matters to extremity againit the 
Prefbyterians, who had formerly been their moft fevere oppreffors, and whom they 
now expected for their companions in affliction, The earl of Briftol, who, from 
conviction, or intereft, or levity, or complaifance for the company with whom he 
lived, had changed his religion during the King’s exile, was efteemed the head of 
this party. 

Tue church party had, during fo many years, endured fuch injuries and indig- 
nities from the fectaries of every denomination, that no moderation, much lefs de- 
ference, was on this occafion to be expected in their ecclefiaftics. Even the laity 
of that communion feemed now difpofed to retaliate upon their enemies, according 
to the ufual meafures of party juftice. This fect or faction (for it was a mixture of 
both) encouraged the rumours of plots and confpiracies again{ft the government 5 
crimes, which, without any apparent caufe, they imputed to their adverfaries. 
And inftead of enlarging their terms of communion, in order to comprehend the 
Prefbyterians, they gladly laid hold of the prejudices, which prevailed among that 
fect, in order to eject them from all their livings. By the bill of uniformity it was 
required, that every clergyman fhould be re-ordained, if he had not before received 
epifcopal ordination ; fhould declare his affent to every thing contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer; fhould take the oath of canonical obedience; fhould abjure 
the folemn league and covenant, and fhould renounce the principle of taking arms, 
on.any pretence whatfoever, againft the King. 


Tuis bill re-inftated the church in the fame condition, in which it ftood before 
the commencement of the civil wars ; and as the old perfecuting laws of Elizabeth 


ftill fubfifted in their full rigor, and new claufes of a like nature were now enacted, 
U 2 all 
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all the King’s promifes of toleration and of indulgence to tender confciences wert: 
thereby eluded and broken. *Tis true, Charles, in his declaration from Breda, had 
exprefied his intention of regulating that indulgence by the advice and authority 
of Parliament: But this limitation could never reafonably be extended to a total 
infringement and violation of his promife. It is agreed, that the King didnot vo- 
luntarily concur with this violent meafure, and that the zeal of Clarendon and of 
the church party among the Commions, feconded by the intrigues of the Catholics, 
was the real caufe, which extorted: his confent. 

Tue Royalifts, who now predominated, were very ready to fignalize their vic- 
tory, by eftablifhing thofe high principles of Monarchy, which their antagonifts had: 
controverted: But when any real power or revenue was demanded for the crown, 
they were neither fo forward nor fo liberal in their conceffions as the King would 
gladly have wifhed. Tho’ the Parliament pafied laws for regulating the navy, they 
took no notice of the army; and declined giving their fanction to this dangerous 
innovation. The King’s debts were become intolerable ; and the Commons were 
at laft conftrained to-vote him an extraordinary fupply of 1,200,000 pounds, tobe © 
levied by eighteen months affefiment. Burbefides that this fupply was much ‘in- 
ferior to the-occafion, the King was obligedearne(tly to follicit the Commons, Be- 
fore he could obtain it; and, in order to convince the Houfe of its abfolute neceffity, 
he defired them to examine ftrictly into all his receipts and difburfements. Find- 
ing likewife upon enquiry, that the feveral branches of revenue fell fhort of the 
fums expected, they at laft,. after much. delay,. voted.a new impofition of two 
fhillings on each hearth; and this tax they fettled-on the King during life... Fhe 
whole eftablifhed revenue, however, did not, for many. years, exceed-a million * 
a fum confefledly too narrow for the public expences. A very. rigid -frugality.at 
leaft, which the King wanted, would have been requifite to make it fuffice forthe 
dignity and fecurity of the government. . After all bufinefs was difpatched, the: 
Parliament was prorogued, | 


Berore the Parliament rofe, the court.was-employed.in making: preparations: 
for the reception of the new Queen, .Catherine of Portugal, to whom the King 
was betrothed, and who had juft landed-at Portfmouth. During the time, . that 
the Proteclor carried on the war with Spain, he was naturally led ‘to {apport the 
-Portuguefe in their revolt ; and he engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them with 
10,000 men for their defence againft the Spaniards. On the King’s reftoration, 
advances were made by Portugal for the renewal of that alliance ; and in order to 
bind the friendfhip.clofer, an. offer was made. of the Portuguefe Princefs; and a- 
portion of 300,000 pounds, together with two fortrefles, Tangiers in Africa and 

| Bombay 


* D’Eftrades 25th of July, 1661. Mir. Ralph’s Hiftory, Vol. i. p. 176. 
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Bombay in the Eaft Indies, Spain, who, after’ the peace of the Pyrenees, ben 
all her force to recover Portugal, now in appearance abandoned by Frane 
the alarm, and endeavoured to fix Charles in an oppofite intereft. The Catholic 
King offered to adopt any other Princefs as a daughter of Spain, either the Prin- 
cefs of Parma, or, what he thought more popular, fome Proteftant Princefs, the 
daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or Orange: And on any of thefe, he promifed 
to confer a dowry equal to that offered by Portugal But many reafons inclined 
Charles rather to accept of the Portuguefe propofals. “The great diforders in the 
government and finances of Spain, made the execution of her promifes be much 
doubted ; and-the King’s urgent wants demanded fome fupply of money. ‘Tite 
intereft of the Englifh commerce likewife feemed to require, that the indepencancy 
of Portugal fhould be fupported ; left the union of that. crown with Spain fhould 
put the whole treafures of America into the hands of one potentate. ‘(he claims 
too of Spain upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoffible, without farther 
conceffions; to obtain the cordial friendfhip. of that power: And on the other 
hand, the offer, made by Portugal, of two fuch confiderable fortrefles, promifed 
a great acceflion to the naval force “of England. “Above all, the propofal of a 
Proteftant “Princefs was no -allurement to Charles, whofe!:inclinations led him 
ftrongly- to-give the preference.to a Catholic alliances According tothe moft pro» 
bable accounts *,. the refolution of marrying the daughter of Portugal-was taken 
by the King, unknown to all-his minifters ;. and mo. remonftrances could prevail 
with. him to-alter hisintentions.; Ihe chancellor; with:Ormond and Southampton; 
urged many oppolite/ reatons ; and particularly-infitted.on a:report,: which was 
current, ofthe incapacity of the Princefs to have children: But their arguments 
were rejeted. When the matter was laid before the council, all voices: concurred 
I 


in approving the refolution; and the Parliament exprefied the fame complailance. 
And thus was concluded, feemingly with univerfal confent, the imaufpicious mar- 


riage with Catherine, a Princels of virtue, bute whoowas never able, either by the - 


, 
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graces of her perfon or humour, to make herfelf-agreeable to the King, . The re- 
port however of her natural incapacity to have children, feems tochave been: ground- 
lefs; fince fhe was:twice declared to be pregnant 7. 


Tue feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the trial and execution of crimi+ 


nals. Berkfttead, Cobbet; afid ‘Okey; ‘three -Regicides, had efcaped beyond fea, 


and 

* Carte’s Ormond, Vol. ii. p. 254.’ ‘This account feems better firpported, than that in Ablancourt’s 

Memoirs, that the chancellor ‘chiefly pufhed the Portuguefe alliance. The fecret tranfaGiions of the 

court of England could not:be fuppofed to be much known to.a French refident at Lifbon: And what- 

ever oppofition the chancellor made,. he would certainly endeavour. to eonceal it from the Queen ahd 
all her family ; and even in the Parliament and council w ould fupport the refolutio taken 


+ Lord Lanfdown’s defence of general Monk. ‘Temple, Vol.1. p. 154. 
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and alter wandering fome time concealed in Germany,. came privately to Delft, 
having appointéd their families to meet them in that place. They were difcovered 
by Downing, the Kinp’s refident in Holland, who had formerly ferved the Pro- 
tector and Commonwealth in the fame ftation, and who once had even been chap- 
Jain to Okey’s regiment. He applied to the States for a warrant to arreft them. 
It had been ufual for the States to grant thefe warrants; tho’ at the fame time, 
they had ever been careful fecretly to advertife rhe perfons, that they might be 
enabled to make their efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigilance and 
difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized the criminals, hurryed them on board 
a frigate which lay off the coaft, and fent them to England. ‘Thefe three men 
behaved with more moderation and fubmiffion than any of the other Regicides, 
who had fuffered. Okey in particular, at the place of execution, prayed for the 
King, and expreiled his intention, had he lived, of fubmitting peaceably to the efta- 
blifhed government, ..He had rifen during the wars from being a chandler in 
London to,a high rankwin the army and in all his condué appeared a man of 
humanity and honour. In confideration of his good charaéter and of his dutiful 
behaviour, his body was given his friends to be buried. 

‘Tue. attention of the public was much engaged by the trial of two diftinguithed 
criminals, Lambert and Vane. Thefe men, tho’ none of the immediate murther- 
ers of the King, had been excepted from the general indemnity, and committed 
to prifon. The Convention-Parliament, however, was fo favourable to them, as to 
petition the King, if they fhould be found guilty, to fufpend their execution - But 
this new Parliament, more zealous for. Monarchy, applyed for their trial and con- 
demnation. Not to revive difputes, which were better buryed in oblivion, the in- 
dictment of Vane comprehended not any of his actions during the war between the 
King and Parliament: It extended only to his behaviour after the late King’s death, 
as member of the council of State, and fecretary of the navy; where fidelity tothe — 
truft repofed in him, required his oppofition to Monarchy. | 

Vane wanted neither courage nor capacity to avail himfelf of this advantage, 
which was afforded him. He urged, that, if a compliance with the government, — 
at that time eftablifhed in England, and an acknowlegement of its authority were 
to be regarded as criminal, the whole nation had incurred equal guilt, and none 
would remain, whofe innocence could entitle them to try or condemn him for his 
pretended treafons: That, according to thefe maxims, wherever an illegal autho- 
rity was cftablithed by force, a total and univerfal deftru@tion muft enfue ; while 
the. ufurpers profcribed one part of the nation for difobedience, the lawful Prince | 
punifhed the other for-compliance: That the legiflature of England, forefeeing this ~ 
violent fituation,-had provided for public fecurity by the famous ftatute of Henry 

_» tthe 
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the feventh; where it was enaéted, that no man, in cafe of any revolution, fhould Chap. Ie 
ever be queftioned for his obedience to the King in being: That whether the eftab.. 1°92* 
lifhed government was a Monarchy or a Commonwealth, the reafon of the thing 

was {till the fame ; nor ought the expelled Prince to think himfelf entitled to al- 
legiance, fo long as he could afford no protection: That it belonged not to pri- 

vate pertons, poflefled of no power, to difcufs the title of their governors ; and 

every ufurpation, even the moft flagrant, would equally require obedience with 

the moft legal eftablifhment: That the controveriy between the late King and his 
Parliament was of the moft delicate nature; and men of the greateft probity had 
been divided in their choice: That the Parliament, being rendered undiffoluble 
but by their own confent, was become a co-ordinate power with the King ; and as 
the cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the coniftitution, it ought not to be 
tryed rigidly by the letter of the antient laws: That for his part, all the violences, 
which had been put upon the Parliament, and upon the perfon of the Sovereign, 
he had ever condemned; nor had he once appeared in the houfe for fome time be- 
fore and after the execution of the King: That, finding the whole government 
thrown into diforder, he was. ftill refolved, in every revolution, to adhere to the 
Commons, the root, the foundation of all lawful authority : That in profecution 
of this principle, he had cheerfully undergone all the violence of Cromwel’s ty- 
ranny ; and would now, with equal alacrity, expofe himfelf to the rigours of per- 
verted law and juitice: That tho’ it was in his power, on the King’s reftoration,, 
to have efcaped from his enemies, he was determined, in imitation of the mott il- 
luftrious names of antiquity, to perifh in defence of liberty, and to give teftimony 
with his blood for that honourable caufe, in which he had been inlifted : And thats 
befides the tyes, with which God and nature had bound him to his native coun- 
try, he was voluntarily engaged. by the moft facred covenant, whofe obligation no 
earthly power fhould ever be able to make him relinquifh. 


Aut the defence, which Vane could make, was fruitlefs. “The court, confi- ;1:h of June 
dering more the general opinion of his active guilt in the beginning and profecu- 
tion of the civil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againft him, took ad- 
vantage of the letter of the law, and brought him in guilty. His courage de- 
ferted him not upon his condemnation. ‘Tho’ timid by nature, the perfwafion of 
a juft caufe fupported him againft the terrors of death ; while his-enthufiafin, ex- 
cited by the profpect of glory, embellifhéd the conclufion of that life, which, 
thre’ the whole courfe of it, it had fo much disfigured, Left pity for a courageous 
fufferer fhould make impreffion on the populace, drummers were placed under the 

{caffold, whofe noife, as he began to Jaunch out in réflections on the government, and execution, 

drowned his voice, and admonithed him to temper the ardour of his zeal. He was '4* of June. 
not 
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Chap.t. not ee ee at this unexpected incident. . In all his behaviour, there appeared a if 
1652. oe pe ks ; 
i firm/and animated sida ry ;, and he: confidered death but as .a-paflage to that , 


eternal.felicity, which he believed to be prepared for him. 


THis man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary talents, and ‘for ‘his capacity in 
bufinefs, has left fome writings behindhim: They treat, all of them, of religious 
fabjects, and are ee No traces of eloquence, or even of 
common fenfe appearin themps A dtrange parad lox indid‘we not know, that men ~ & _ 

ateftooenias, wwhererthey-reline qui ih by «principle the ufe of their reafon, ~ 
are only enable ott by their vigour! ofimind, to-work themfelves the deeper into _ 
error and abfurdity.: It wasiremarked, thatjcas-Vane, by being the chief inftra- 
meht of Strafford’s death, had firfbiopened the way for that deftruction, which over- 
whelmed the nation;ofo by:his owmueath be clofed the fcerie of blood: He was 
therlafiy that ‘{iifferedk: oh! accounthdf: rhe lcivilrwars.: | Lambert, tho’ condemned 





wasisepriéy ed: at théhbar s¢and)the' sud gesdeclared, thats af) Viane’s’ behaviour ‘had 
bean egirally dutifal: ahd fubmiffive; he had experienced: like lenity in the King. 
Lambere: furvived his condetmiation near thirty -yeats. . He-was confined to theifle 
of, Guerpeley 5 where, he lived contented,, forgetting all,his paft {chemes of great- 
nefs,.and entirely forgot.by the nation,: |), 
Prefbyterian ~owxver-odious Vanesand Lambert to’ the Prefbyterians, that party had no - 
clergy igor jeizure to rejoice at their condemnation. ‘The fatat Se. Bartholomew approached . 
oats a day, when the clergy were obliged by. the late-law, either to relinquifh their 
. livings, of to fign the articles required of them..° A combination had been entered 
into: by the more zealoysjof the Prefbyterian ecclefiattics to refufe the fub{cription ; 
jn hopes, that the bifnops: would not dare-at once.to expel fo great a number of the 
moft popular preachers} » The! Catholic party at court, who defired a great rent 
among the Proteftants, encouraged them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes, 
that the King would proteét thém in their refufal. Ihe King himfelé. by his irre- 
folute conduct,-contr ibuted, cither from. defign or. accident, to ; uc this opinion. 
Above all, the ter ms of (ub{cription | had bers made very ftrict and rigid, on purpofe 
to difguft all the zealous. and . ferupulous among, the Prefby.terians,,and deprive 
them pe: their livings. About 2:000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquifhed their 
cures 3, and, to, the.great. aftonifhment of the court, facrificed their intereft.to their 
religious tenets..:, Fortifyed by fociety in their fuflerings, they weré refolved to une 
dergo any} hardfhtps, rather.than openly renownce thofe principles, which, on other 
‘occafions, they,were fo.apt, from interelt, to warp or elude.. The church enjoyed 
the. pleafure, of retaliation; and even eplheds as.ufual, the vengeance farther than 
the offence, . Duting the dominion of thet sy -caetea party, a fifth of the liv-— 
E ings had been left. to tr ejected clergy ; but this indulgence, tho’ at firft infifted on 
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by the Houfe of Peers, was now refufed to the Prefbyterians. Eo »wever difficult 


“d 
to conciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped by many that fome relaxation 
in the terms of communion might have kept the Prefbyterians united to the 
church, and have cured thofe ecclefiaftical factions, which had been fo fatal, and 
were flill fo dangerous. Buifhoprics were offered to Calamy, Baxter and Reynolds 
ereat leaders among the Prefbyterians; the laft only could be prevailed with to 
accept. Deanerics and other promations were refufed by many. 

Tue next meafure of the King has not had the good fortune to Pe yed by 


_any party; butis confidered as one of the greateft miftakes, if not blemifhes, of 


Dunkirk fold 


;% 
i, 


his reign: Tis the fale of Dunkirk to the French. The parfi monious maximsof the to the French. 


Parliament, and the liberal, not to fay lavifh, difpofation of the King, were but ill 
{uited to-each other ; and notwith{tanding all the fupplies voted him, his treafury 
was {till very empty and very much indebted. He had received the fum of 200,000 
crowns from F rance; but the-forces fent over to Portugal, and the fleets, maintained 
in order to defend that kingdom, had already coft the King that fum, and together 
with it, above double the money, which he had received for the Queen’s Sowry*. 
The time fixed for payment of his fifter’s portion to the duke of Orleans was now 
approaching, ‘Tangiers, a fortrefs from which great benefit was expected, was 
become an additional burthen on the crown; and Rutherford, who now com- 
manded in Dunkirk, had encreafed the charge of that garrifon to near a hundred 
thoufand pounds a year, ‘thefe confiderations had fuch influence, not only on 
the King, but even on Clarendon, that that uncorrupt minifter was the moft 
forward to advife the accepting a fum of money in lieu of a place which, he 
thought, the King, from the narrow ftate of his revenue, was no longer able to 
retain. By the treaty with Portugal, it was ftipulated, that Dunkirk fhould 
never be yielded to the Spaniards: France was therefore the only purchafer tha 
remained, D’Eftrades was invited over by a letter from the chancellor himfelf, 
in order to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thoufand pounds were demand- 
ed: One hundred thoufand were offered, ‘The Englifh by degrees lowered their 
demands: The French raifed their offer: And the Saroaih was {truck at 400,000 
pounds. The artillery and ftores were valued at a fifth of the fum-+. The im- 
portance of this fale was not, at that time, fufficiently known, either abroad or at 
home. The French Monarch himfelf, tho’ fo fond of acquifitions, and fo good 
Vor. IT. x a judge 

* D’Eftrade, 17th of Auguf, 1662. f Id. 21ft of Augut, 12th of September, 1662. 
} It appears, however, from many of D’Eftrade’s letters, particularly that of the z1f of Aucuft, 
1661, that the King might have transferred Dunkirk to the Parliament, who would not have refufed 
to bear the charges of it, but were unwilling to give money to the King for that purpofe, The King 
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a judge of his own ifterefts, thought that he had made a very hard bargain * ; 
and this fam, in appearance fo fmall, was the utmoft, which he would allow his 
ambaflador to offer. 

A xew incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the King’s character and prin- 
ciples of policy as at Grft the nation was fomewhat at a lofs how to interpret, but 
fuch as fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fufficiently plain and manifeft. 
He iffued a declaration under pretext of mitigating the rigours, contained in the 
ac&t of uniformity. After expreffing his firm refolution to obferve the general 
indemnity, and to truft entirely to the affections of his fubjects, not to any 
military power, for the fupport of his throne; he mentioned the promifes of li- 
berty of confcience, contained in his declaration of Breda. And he fubjoined, 
that, “asin the firft place he had been zealous to fettle the uniformity of the 
‘© church of England, in difcipline, ceremony and government, and fhall ever 
‘© conftantly maintain it: So as for what concerns the penalties upon thofe who, 
‘living peaceably, do not conform themfelves thereunto, thro’ fcruple and ten- 
“© dernefs of mifguided confcience, but modeftly and without {candal perform 
«¢ their devotions in their own way, he fhould make it his fpecial care, fo far as 
‘in him lay, without invading the freedom of Parliament, to incline their wil- 
“© dom next approaching fefions to concur with him in making fome fuch act for 
« that purpofe, as may enable him to exercife, with a more univerfal fatisfaction, 
‘© that power of difpenfing, which he conceived to be inherentin him+’’. _ Here 
a moft important prerogative was exercifed by the King ; but under fuch artificial 
referves and limitations as might prevent the full difcuffion of the claim, and obvi- 


ate a breach between him and his Parliament. The foundation of this meafure - 


lay much deeper, and was of the utmoft confequence. a 
Tue King, during his exile, had imbibed ftrong prejudices in favour of, the 
Catholic religion; and according to the moft probable accounts, had already been 
reconciled in form to the church of Rome. The great zeal, exprefied by the 
parliamentary party againft all Papitts, had always, from a fpirit of oppofition,, 
inclined the court and allthe Royalifts to adopt more favourable fentiments towards 
that fect, who, thro’ the whole courfe of the civil wars, had ftrenuoufly fupported 


the 


on the other hand was jealous, left the Parliament fhould acquire any fuch feparate dominion or au-— 


thority: A proof that the government was not as yet fettled into that compofure and mutual conf- 
dence, which is abfolutely requifite for conducting it. ; 

* Td. 3d of Oober, 1662. The chief importance indeed of Dunkirk to the Englith is that it was 
able extremely to diftrefs their trade, when in the hands of the French: But it was Lewis the xivth 
who firft made ita good fea-port. England can have no occafion to tranfport armies to the continent, 
but in fapport of fome ally whofe towns ferve to the fame purpofe as Dunkirk would, if in the hands 
of the Enghfh. 

+ Kennet’s Regifter, p. 850. 
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the Rights of the Sovereign. Therigour too, which the King, during his abode in Chap. I. 
Scotland, had experienced from the Prefbyterians, difpofed him to run into the 
other extreme, and to bear a kindnefs to the party, moft oppofite in its genius to 
the feverity of thofe religionifts. The follicitations and importunities of the Queen 
mother, the contagion of the company which he frequented, the view of a more 
{plendid and courtly mode of worfhip, the hopes of indulgence in pleafure ; al! 
thefe caufes operated powerfully on a young Prince, whofe carelefs and diflolute 
temper made him incapable of adhering clofely to the principles of his early educa- 
tion. But if the thoughtlefs, difengaged humour of Charles rendered him an eafy 
convert to Popery, the fame difpofition ever prevented the theological tenets of 


? 


that fect from taking any faft hold of him. During his vigorous flate of health, 
while tis blood was warm and his fpirits high, a contempt and difregard of al! 
religion held poffeffion of his mind; and he might more properly be denominated 
a Deift than a Catholic. But in thofe revolutions of temper, when the love of 
raillery gave place to reflection, and his penetrating, but negligent underftanding 
was clouded with fears and apprehenfions, he had ftarts of more fincere convic- 
tion, and a fect, which always poffeffed his inclinations, was then matter of his 


judgement and opinion, 


? 


Bur tho’ the King thus floated, during his whole reign, between irreligion, 
which he more openly profeffed, and Popery, to which hid retained a fecret pre 
penfity, his brother, the duke of York, had zealoufly adopted all the Wiis 
of that theological party. His eager temper and narrow underftanding made him 
a thorough convert, without any referve from intereft, or doubts froin reafonine 
and enquiry. By his application to bufinefs, he had acquired a great afcen lait 
over the King, who, tho’ poffefied of much more difcernment, was elad to throw 
the burthen of affairs on the duke, of whom he entertained little jealouty. Un- 
der pretence of eafing the Proteftant diffenters, they agreed upon a plan for intro- 
ducing a general toleration, and giving the Catholics the free exercife of their 
religion; at leaft, the exercife of it in private houfes. With pleafure the two 
brothers faw fo numerous and popular a body of the clergy refufe conformity ; 
and it was hoped, that, under fhelter of their name, the fmall and hated & of 
the Catholics might meet with favour and protection, 


But while the King pleaded his early promifes of to —— and infifted on _=—-1663. 
many other plaufible topics, the Parliament, who fat a little after the declaration a f Fe 
was iffued, could by no means be fatisfied with this meafure. ©The declared j 
tention of eafing the Diffenters, and the fecret purpofe of favouring the Cuetlatiess 
were equally difagreeable to them ; and in thefe prepofieMions they were encouraged 
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by the King’s minifers themfelves, particularly the chancellor, “The Houfe of 


Commons reprefented to the King, that his declaration of Breda contained no 
promife to the Prefbyterians and other Diffenters, but only an :xpreffion of his in- 
tentions, ‘upon the fuppofition of the Parliament’s concurrente ; that even if the 
Nonconformifts had been entitled to plead a promife, they hac entrufted this claim 
as well as all their other rights and privileges, to the Houfeof Commons, who 
were their reprefentatives, and who now freed the King from that obligation 5 
that it was not to be fuppofed, that his Majefty and the Houks were fo bosnid 5 


that declaration as to be incapacitated from making any laws, which might be con- 


trary to it; that even at the King’s reftoration, there were laws of uniformity in. 
force, which could not be difpenfed with but by act ef Parlisment; and that the 


indulgence propofed would prove moft pernicious both to Church and State, 


would open the door to fchifm, encourage faction, difturb tie public peace, and 


diferedit the wifdom of the legiflature. The King did not thnk proper, after this. 


remonftrance, to infift aay farther at prefent on the project o indulgence. 

In order to deprive the Catholics of all hopes, the two Houfes concurred in 2 
remonftrance againft them. The King gave a very gracious anfwer; tho” he 
fcrupled not to profefs his gratitude towards many of that pef{wafion, on account 
of their faithful fervices in his father’s caufe and in his own. A proclamation, for 


form’s fake, was foon after iffued againft Jefuits and Romiuth priefts > But care was. 


taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffectual, Th: Parliament had al- 
lowed, that all the foreign priefts, belonging to the two Cueens, fhould be ex- 
cepted, and that a permiffion for them. to remain in Engand fhould ftill be 
granted. In the proclamation, the word fcreign, was purpoftly omitted ; and the 


Queens were thereby authorized to give protection to as maiy Englifh priefts as. 


they fhould think proper. 


Tuar the King might reap fome advantage from his compliances, however: 


fallacious, he arioagkd the Commons anew into an examimtion of his revenue, 
which, chiefly by the negligence in levying it, had proved, he faid, much infe- 
rior to the public charges. Notwichftanding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, 
he complained, amounted to.a,confiderable fum; and to faisfy the Commons, 
that the money formerly granted him, had not been prodgally expended, he 
offered to lay before them the whole account of his difburfements. It is however 
agreed on all hands, that the King, tho’ during his banifhment,. he had ma- 
naged his fmall and precarious income with great order andoeconomy, had now 
much abated of thefe virtues, and was unable to make his myal revenues fuffice 
for his expences. ‘Ihe Commons, without entering into tco nice a difquifition, 
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voted him four fubfidies ; and this was the laft time, that taxes were levied in Cae: I. 
1062. 
that manner. 003 


SrveraL laws were made this feffion with regard totrade. The militia alfo 
came under confideration, and fome rules were eftablifhed for ordering and arming 
“t. Jt was enacted, that the King fhould have no power of keeping the muitia un- 
der arms above fourteen daysin the year. The fituation of this ifland, together with 
its great naval power, has always occafioned other means of fecurity, however requi- 
fite, to be much neglected amongft us: And the Parliament fhowed here a very 
fuperfluous jealoufy of the King’s ftrictnefs in difciplining the militia. The prin- 
ciples of liberty rather require a contrary jealoufy. 

Tue earl of Briftol’s friendfhip with Clarendon, which had fubfifted, with great 
intimacy, during their exile and the diftreffes of the royal party, had been confider- 
ably impaired fince the reftoration, by the chancel'or’s refufal of his aflent to fome 
grants, which Briftol had applied for to a court lady: And a: little after, the latter 
nobleman, fuitable to the impetuofity and indiferetion of his temper, broke out 
againit the minifter in the moft outrageous manner. He even entered.a charge of 
treafon again{t him before the Houfe of Peers ; but had concerted his plan fo im- 
prudently, that the judges, when confulted, declared, that, neither for its matter 
nor its form, could it legally be received. The articles indeed refemble mere the 
‘ncoherent altercations of a paffionate enemy, than a ferious charge, fit to be 
difcuffed by a court of judicature ; and Britto] himfelf was fo afhamed of his-con- 
dug. and defeat, that during fome time he abfconded. Notwithttanding his fine 
talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, and his courage, he could never regain the cha- 


rater, which he loft by this hafty and precipitant meafure. 
Burt tho’ Clarendon was able to elude this rafh affault, he was fenfibly declining Decline of 


in his credit at court; and in proportion as the King found himfelf eftablifhed on _ ae 
throne, he began to- alienate himfelf from a minifter whofe character was fo lirtle Se 
faited to his own. The King’s favour for the Catholics was always oppofed by 
Clarendon, public liberty was fecured.againft all attempts of the over-zealous Roy- 

alifts, prodigal grants were checked or refufed, and the dignity of his own charac- 

ter was fo much confulted by the chancellor, that he made it an inviolable rule, 

as did alfo his friend, Southampton, never to enter into any connexion with the 

royal miltrefles. The King’s favourite was Mrs. Palmer, afterwards created dut- 

chefs of Cleveland ; a woman prodigal, rapacious, diffolute, violent, revengeful. 
She failed not in her turn to undermine Clarendon’s credit with his matter; and 
her fuccefs was at this time made apparent to the whole world. Secretary Nicho- 
las the chancellor’s great friend, was removed from.his places and Sir Harry 
Bennet, his avowed enemy,” was advanced to that office, Bennet was foon after 
created lord Arlington. 
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Chap. I. Tuo’ the King’s conduct had hitherto, fince his reftoration, been, in the main, 
laudable, men of penetration began to obferve, that thofe virtues, by which he had, 
at firft, fo much dazled and enchanted the nation, had great fhow, but not equal 

a@olidity. His good underftanding loft much of its influence by his want of applica- 
tion; his bounty was more the refult of a certain facility of difpofition than of any 
generofity of character ; his focial humour led him frequently to neglect his dig- 
nity ; his love of pleafure was not attended with proper fentiment and decency ; 
and while he feemed to bear a goodwill to every one that approached. him, he had 
a heart not very capable of fincere friendfhip, and he had fecretly entertained a very 
bad opinion and diftruft of mankind. But above all, what fullied his character in 
the eyes of good judges was his negligent ingratitude towards the unfortunate cava- 
hers, whofe zeal and fufferings for the royal caufe had known no bounds. This 
conduct however in the King may, from the circumftances of his fituation and 
temper, admit of fome excufe ; at leaft, of fome alleviation. As he had been 
reftored more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies than of his antient friends, 
the former pretended a title to fhare his favour ; and being from praétice, acquaint- 
ed with public bufinefs, they were better qualified to execute any truft committed 
to them. The King’s revenues were far from ample; and his miftreffes, and the 
companions of his mirth and pleafures, gained by follicitation every requeft from 
his eafy temper. The very poverty, to which the more zealous Royalifts had re- 
duced themfelves, by rendering them infignificant, made them unfit to fupport 
the King’s meafures, and caufed him to regard them as a ufelefs incumbrance. And 
as many falfe and ridiculous claims of merit were offered, his natural indolence, 
averfe to a ftrict difcuffion or enquiry, led him to treat them all with equal in- 
difference. The Parliament took fome notice of the poor cavaliers. Sixty thou- 
{and pounds were at one time diftributed among them: Mrs. Lane alfo and the 
Penderells had hanfome prefents and penfions from the King. But the greateft 
part of the Royalifts {till remained in poverty and diftrefs ; aggravated by the cruel 
difappointment of their fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour and preferment be- 
ftowed upon their moft inveterate foes. With regard to the act of indemnity ° 
and oblivion, they univerfally faid, that it was an at of indemnity to the King’s 
€nemies, and of oblivion to his friends, 
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A new feffion——Rupture with Holland.——A new Seffion——Viétory of 
the Englifb.———Rupture with France. Rupture with Denmark.— 
New feffion-——Sea-jight of four days.———F iétory of the Engh/bh.— 
Fire of London — Advances towards peace-—Difgrace at Chatham.— 
Peace of Breda —Clarendon’s fall,—and banifbment. State of France. 
Character of Lewis XIV.——French invafion of the Low Countries. 

Negotiation. ———Triple league.——Treaty of Aix-la-chapelle-—— 


Affairs of Scotland,———and of Ireland. 














Pa HE next feffions of Parliament difcovered a continuance of the fame prin- — 66x. 

L ciples, which had actuated all the foregoing. Monarchy and the church . 
were ftill the objects of tender affection. During no period of the prefent reign, Anew Rape 
did this fpirit pafs more evidently the bounds of reafon and moderation. 


Tue King in his fpeech to the Parliament, had ventured openly to demand a 
repeal of the triennial aét; and he even went fo far as to declare, that, notwith- 
ftanding the law, he never would allow any Parliament to be aflembled by the me- 
thods prefcribed in that famous ftatute. The Parliament, without taking offence 
at this declaration, repealed the Jaw; and in lieu of all the fecurities, formerly 
provided, fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, ‘* that Parliaments fhould not 
‘+ be interrupted above three years atthe moft.” As the Englifh Parliament had 
now raifed itfelf to be a regular check and controul upon royal power; ‘tis evi- 
dent, that they ought ftill to have preferved a regular fecurity for their meeting, 
and not have trufted entirely to the goodwill of the King, who, if ambitious or 
enterprifing, had fo little reafon to be pleafed with thefe affemblies. Before the 
end of Charles’s reign, the nation had occafion to feel very fenfibly the bad ef- 
_ fe&ts of this repeal. 

By the act of uniformity, every clergyman, who fhould officiate without being 
properly qualified, was punifhable by fines and imprifonment: But this fecurity was 
not thought fufficient for the church. It was now enacted, that, wherever five 
perfons above thofe of the fame houfehold, fhould affemble in a religious congre- 
gation, every one of them was liable, for the firft offence, to be imprifoned three 

months. 
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months or pay five pounds; for the fecond, to be imprifoned fix months or pay 
ten pounds; and for the third, to be tranfported feven years or pay one hundred 
pounds. The Parliament had only in their eye the malignity of the fectaries: They 
thould have carried their attention farther, to the caufe of that malignity, the for- 
mer reftraint and hardfhips, which they had undergone. | 

Tue Commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, difhonours, and indignt- 
ties, offered to the Englifh by the fubjeéts of the United Provinces, were the great- 
eft obftruétions to all foreign tradé: And they promifed to affiftthe King with 
their lives and fortunes in aflerting the rights of his crown againft all oppofition 
whatfoever. ‘This was the firft open fteptowards a Dutch war. We mutt ex- 
plain the caufes and motives of this meafure. 


“Tuar clofe union and confederacy, which, during a courfe of near feventy years, 
has fubifted, without interruption or jealoufy, betwixt Eng}and and Holland, is 
not fo much founded on the natural unalterable interefts of thefe States, as on their 
terror of the growing power of France, who, without their combination, it 1s ap- 
prehended would foon extend her dominion over Europe. In the firft years of 
Charles’s reign, when the ambitious genius of the French Monarch had not, as yet, 
difplayed itfelf;° and when the mighty force of his people was, in a great meafure, 
unknown even to themfelves ; the rivalfhip of commerce, not checked by any other 
jealoufy or apprehenfion, had naturally in England begot a’ violent enmity againft 
the neighbouring Republic. 

Trane was beginning, among the Englifh, to be a matter of very general con- 
cern; but notwithftanding all their efforts and advantages, their commerce feem- 
ed hitherto to ftand upon a footing, which was fomewhat precarious. The Dutch, 
who, by induftry and frugality, were enabled to underfell them in every market, 
retained poffeffion of the moft lucrative branches of commerce ; and the Englifh 
merchants had the mortification to find, that all attempts to extend their trade were 
ftill turned, by the vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs and difhonour. Their in- 
dignation,encreafed, when they confidered the faperior naval power of England, 
the bravery of her officers and feamen, her favourable fituation by which fhe was 
€nabled to-intercept the whole Dutch commerce. - By the profpect of thefe advans 
tages, they were ftrongly prompted from motives lefs juft than political, to make 
war upon the States ; and at once to ravith from them by force, what they could 
not obtain, or could obtain but flowly, by fuperior flill and induftry. 


Tre carelefs, unambitious temper of Charles rendered him little capable of 
forming fo vaft a project as that of engrofling the commerce and naval power of 
Europe; yet could he not remain altogether infenfible to fach obvious and fuch 
tempting profpects. His genius, happily turned towards mechanics, ‘inclined him 

to 
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to ftudy naval affairs, which, next to pleafure, of all things he both loved the moft, 
and underftood the beft. Tho’ the Dutch, during his exile, had expreffed towards 
him the greateft civility and friendthip, of all foreign powers; the Louveftein or 
ariftocratic faction, which, at this time, ruled the Commonwealth, had fallen into 
clofe union with France ; and could that party be fubdued, he might hope, that 
his nephew, the young Prince of Orange, would be re-inftated in the authority, 
pofiefied by his anceftors, and would bring the States to a dependance under Eng- 
land. His narrow revenues made it ftill requifite for him to ftudy the humour of 
his people, which now ran violently towards war; and it may be fufpected, that 
the hopes of diverting fome of the {upplies to his private ule were not overlooked 
by this neceffitous Monarch, 

Tue duke of York, more active and enterprizing, pufhed more eagerly the war 
with Holland. He defired an opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf: He loved to 
cultivate commerce: He was at the head of anew African company, whofe trade 
was extremely checked by the fettlements of the Dutch: And perhaps, the bigotted 
prejudices, by which that Prince was always fo much governed, began, even fo 
early, to inftill into him an antipathy againft a proteftant Commonwealth, the bul- 
wark.of the reformation. Clarendon and Southampton, obferving that the nation 
was not fortified by any foreign alliance, were averfe to the war; but their credit 
was on the decline. 


By thefe concurring motives, the Court and Parliament were both of them in- 
clined toa Dutch war. The Parliament was prorogued without voting any fup- 
plies : But as they had been induced, without any open application from the Crown, 
to pafs that vote above-mentioned againft the Dutch encroachments, it was reafon- 
ably confidered as fanétion fufficient for the vigorous meafures, which were re- 
folved on. 

Downineo, the Englifh minifter at the Hague, a man of an infolent, impetuous 
temper, prefented a memorial to the States, containing a lift of thofe depredations, 
which the Englifh complained of. It is remarkable, that all the pretended depre- 
dations preceded the year 1662, when a treaty of league and alliances had been re- 
newed with the Dutch ; and thefe complaints were then thought, either fo unjuft 
cr fo frivolous, that they had not been mentioned in thattreaty. wo fhips alone, 
the Bonaventure and the Good-hope, had-been claimed by the Englith; and it.was 
agreed, that they fhould profecute their claim by the ordinary courfe of juftice. 
The States had configned a fum of money, in cafe the caufe. fhould be decided 
againft them; but the matter was {till in dependince. Cary, who was entrufted 
by the proprietors with the management of the lawfuit for the Bonaventure, had 
refolved to accept of thirty thoufand pounds, which were offered him; but was 
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hindered by Downing, who told him, that the claim was a matter of ftate between 


_ the two nations, not a concern of private perfons*. Thefe circumstances give us 


no favourable idea of the juftice of the Englifh pretenfions. 


Cuartes confined not himfelf to memorials and remonftrances. Sir Robert 
Flolmes was fecretly difpatched with a fquadron of twenty-two fhips to the coatt of 
Africa. He not only expelled the Dutch from Cape Corfe, to which the Englifh 
had fome pretenfions: He likewife feized the Dutch fettlements of Cape Verde 
and the Ifle of Goeree, together with feveral fhips trading on that coaft. And 
having failed to America, he poffeffed himfelf of Nova Belgia, fince called New 
York ; a territory, which James the firft had given by patent to the earl of 
Stirling, but which had never been planted but by the Hollanders. When the 
States complained of thefe hoftile meafures, the King, unwilling to avow what he 
could not well juftify, pretended to be totally ignorant of Holmes’s enterprize: 
He likewife confined Holmes to the Tower; but fome time after reftored him to 
his liberty. 


Te Dutch, finding that their applications for redrefs were likely to be eluded, 
and that a ground of quarrel was induftrioufly fought for by the Englifh, began 
to arm. with diligence. They even exerted, with fome precipitation, an act of 
vigor, which haftened on the rupture. Sir John Lawfon and de Ruyter had been 
fent with combined fquadrons into the Mediterranean, in order to chaftife the pyra- 
tical States on the coaft of Barbary; and the time of their feparation and return 
was now aproaching. The States fecretly difpatched orders to de Ruyter, that 
he fhould take in provifions at Cadiz; and failing towards the coaft of Guinea, 
fhould retaliate on the Englith, and put the Dutch in pofieffion of thofe fettlements 
whence Fiolmes had expelled them. De Ruyter, having a confiderable force on 
board, met with no oppofitionin Guinea. All the new acquifitions of the Englith, 
except Cape Corfe, were recovered from them. They were even difpoffefied of: 
fome old fettlements. Such of their thips as fell into his hands were feized by de 
Ruyter. That admiral failed next to America. He attacked Barbadoes, but was 
repulfed. He afterwards committed hoftilities on Long Ifland. 


Meranwuice, the Englith preparations for. war were advancing with vigor and 
induftry. The Kng had received no fupplies from Parliament ; but by his own 
funds and credit he was enabled to equip a fleet: The City of London lent him 
100,000 pounds: The {pirit of the nation feconded his armaments: He himflf 
went from port to port, infpeéting with great diligence, and encouraging the work: 
And in alittle time the Englifh navy was put into a very formidable condition, 
Fight hundred thoufand pounds are faid to have been expended on this armament, 

When 

* Temple, Vol. ii. p. 42. | 
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When Lawfon arrived, and communicated his fufpicion of de Ruyter’s enterprize, Chap. Il. 


orders were iflued for feizing all Dutch fhips; and 135 fell into the hands of the es 
Englifh. Thefe were not confifcated nor declared ahi till afterwards, that war 
was proclaimed, 

Tue Parliament, when met, granted a fupply, the largeft by far, that had eve a4 of No- 
been given to a King of England, but no more than fufficient for the prefent un- 4 aon, 


dertaking. Near two millions and a half were voted, to be levied by quarterly 
payments in three years. The avidity of the merchants, together with the great 
profpect of fuccefs, had animated the whole nation againft the Dutch. 

A GREAT alteration was made this feffion on the method of taxing the clergy. 
In almotft all the other Monarchies of Europe, the affemblies, whofe confent was 
formerly requifite to the enacting of laws, were compofed of three eftates, the 
clergy, the nobility, and the commonalty, which formed fo many members of the 
political body, of which the King was confidered as the head. In England too, 
the Parliament was always reprefented as confifting of three eftates; but their fe- 
paration was never fo diftinét as in other kingdoms. A convocation, however, 
had always fat at the fame tinie with the Parliament: Tho’ they poffeffed not a ne- 
gative voice in the paffing of laws, and affumed no farther power than that of im- 
pofing taxes onthe clergy. By reafon of ecclefiaftical preferments, which he could 
beftow, the King’s influence over the church was more confiderable than over the 
laity; fo that the fubfidies, granted by the convocation, were ufually greater than 
thofe voted by the Parliament. ‘The church, therefore, was not difpleafed to de- 
part tacitely from the right of taxing herfelf, and allow the Commons to lay im- 
pofitions on ecclefiaftical revenues as on the reft of the Kingdom. In recompence, 
two fubfidies, which the convocation had formerly oranted, were remitted, and the 
parochial clergy were allowed to vote at elections. Thus the church of England 
made a barter of power for profit. Their convocations, having become ufelefs to 
the Crown, have been very much difufed of late years. 

Wir the utmoft regret, the Dutch faw a war approaching, whence they might 
dread the moft fatal confequences, but which afforded no profpect of advantage. 
Every art of negotiation they tried, before they would come to extremity. Their 
meafures were at that time directed by John de Wit, a minifter equally eminent 
for greatnefs of mind, for capacity, and for integrity. Tho? moderate in his pri+ 
vate deportment, he knew how to adopt in his public councils that magnanimity, 
which fuits the minifter of a great ftate. It was ever his maxim, that no indepen- 
dant government fhould pile tc toa another any evident point of reafon orequity ; and 
oe all fuch conceffions, fo far from preventing war, ferved to no other potpote 

han to provoke frefh claims oe AS By his management a fpirit of union 
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Chap. I!, was preferved inallthe provinces; great furs were levied ;. and anavy was equip». 
ats ped, compofed of larger fhips than the Dutch. had ever. built before, and able to» 
cope with the fleet of England. | 


165: . As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyter’s enterprizes, Charles de- 
Febru- clared war again{t the States. His feet, confifting of 114 fail, belides firethips. 

and ketches, was commanded by. the duke of York, and under him by prince 

Rupert and the gallant earl of Sandwich. It had about 22,000 men on, board, 

34 of Jone. Obdam, who was admiral of the Dutch navy, of nearly equal force, declined-not 
Mit ofthe the combat. In the heat.of action, when engaged in clole fight with the duke of 
York, Obdam’s fhip blewup. This accident much difcouraged the Dutch, who. 
fled towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, fon of the famous admiral, killed 
during the Protectorfhip, bravely fuftained with his fquadron the efforts of the: 
Englifh, and protected the rear of hiscountrymen. The vanquifhed had nineteen: 


fhips funk and taken. The victors loft only one. Sir John Lawfon died foon after. 
of his wounds. 


Ir is affirmed, and with great appearance of reafon, that this victory might have: 
been rendered much more compleat, had not orders been iffued to flacken faik by 
Brounker, one of the Duke’s bedchamber, who pretended authority from his mafter. 
The Duke difclaimed the orders ;. but Brounker never was fufficiently punithed: for 
his temerity*. Itis allowed, however, that the Duke behaved with great bravery. | 
during the aétion. He was long in the thickeft of the fire. The earl of Fal- 
mouth, lord Mufkerry, and Mr. Boyle, were killed by one fhot at: his-fide, and 
covered him all over with their brains and gore. And it is not likely, that, in. 
a purfuit, where even perfons of inferior ftation, and of the moft cowardly difpo- 
fition, acquire courage, a commander fhould feel his fpirits to fink within him,. 
and fhould turn from the back. of an enemy, whofe face he had not been afraid to: 
encounter. 


Tus difafter threw the Dutch into confternation, and determined de Wit, who 
was the foul of all their councils, to exert his military capacity, in order to fupport: 
the declining courage of his countrymen. He went on board the fleet, which he 
took under his command ; and he foon remedied all thofe diforders,.which had ‘been. 
occafioned by the late misfortune. The genius of this man was of the moft ex- 
tenfive nature. He quickly became as much matter of naval affairs,.as if he had 
from his infancy been educated in them; and he even improved fome parts of pilotage 
and failing, beyond what men expert in thofe arts had ever been-able to attain. 


THE. 


* Burnet fafficiently accounts for Brounker’s impunity, by informing us, that he was a favourite of 
the dutchefs of Cleveland, the King’s favourite miftreS. 
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Tue misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies to act for their affiftance Chap. IT. 
and fupport. The King of France was engaged ina oe alliance with the 7" 


States ; but as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he was ext: eid averfe 
that time, from the entering into.a war with fo formidable a poweras England. He *!2ce. 
tried long to mediate a peace betwixt the two parties, and for that ‘ota fent 

an embafly to London, which returned without effecting any thing. Lord Fiol- 

lis, the Englifh ambaflador at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to the fide of 
England ; “ands in his mafter’s name, made him the moft tempting offers. Charles 

was Content to abandon all the Spanifh Low Countries to the Freneh, without 
pretending to a foot of ground for himfelf; provided Lewis would allow him to 
purfue his advantages againkt the Dutch*. But the French Monarch, tho’ the 


os 2 a 


eonqueft of that valuable territory was the ‘chitef object of his ambition, rejected 
the offer as contrary to his intereft: He thought, t chat: if the Englifh had once 
eftablifhed an uncontroleable dominion over the fea and over commerce, they 
would foon be able to render his acquifitions a very dear purchafe to him. © When 
de Lionne, the French fecretary, affured Van Buninghen, ambaffador of the 
States, that this offer had. been»preffed on his mafter during fix months. “I can 
“ readily believe it,” replied the Dutchman; ‘“‘ I'am fenfible that it is the intereft 


« of England.” 

Sucu were the eftablifhed. maxims at that time with regard to the interefts of 
Princes. It muft however be allowed, that the politics of Charles in making this 
offer, were not a little hazardous. The extreme weaknefs of Spain, would have 
rendered the French.conquefls,eafy and infallible: But the vigour of the Dutch, 
jt might be forefeen, would: make thefuccefs of the Englith auch more precarious. 
And even were the naval force of Holland totally annihilated, the acquifition of 
the Dutch commerce to England could not be relied on-as a certain confequence ; 
nor is trade a conftant attendantof power, but depends on many other, and fome of 
them very. delicate, circumftances. 


Tuo’ the King of France was refolved to fupport the Hollanders in that unequal 
eonteft, in which they were engaged; he yet protracted his declaration, and em- 
ployed the time in: naval preparations, both in the Ocean and the Mediterranean. 
The King of Denmark: mean while was refolved not to remain an idle {pectator of 
the conteft between: the maritime powers. ‘The part, which he acted, was the moft 
extraordinary. He made a fecret agreement ieh Charles to feize ail. the Dutch 
fhips in his harbours, and to fhare the fpoils with the Englifh, provided any would 
afift him in executing this meafure. In orderto encreafe his prey, he perfidi- 
oufly invited the Bech fhips to take fhelter in his ports; and accordingly, 


the. 


* D’Eftrades, 19th of December, 1664, + Id. 14th of Auguft, 1065. 
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Chap. ll. the Eaft India fleet, very richly laden, had put into Bergen. Sandwich, who now 
£995 commanded the Englith navy (the Duke having gone afhore) difpatched Sir Tho- 
mas Tiddiman with a fquadron to attack them; but whether from the King of 
Denmark’s delay in fending orders to the governor, or, what is more probable, 
3d of Auguft. from his avidity in endeavouring to engro{s the whole booty, the Englifh admi- 
ral, tho’ he behaved with great bravery, failed of his purpofe. The Danifh go- 
vernor fired upon him; and the Dutch, having had leizure to fortify themfelves; 

miade a very gallant refiftance. 


Tue King of Denmark, feemingly afhamed of his conduét, concluded with Sir 

Gilbert Talbot, the Englith envoy, an offenfive alliance againit the States ; and at 

the very fame time, his refident at the Hague, by his orders, concluded an offen- 

Rupture with five alliance againft England. . To this laft alliance he adhered, probably from 
Te jealoufy of the growing power of this ifland ; and he feized and confifcated all the 
Englith hips in his harbours. This was-a very fenfible check to the advantages, 

which Charles had obtained over the Dutch, Not only a great blow was given 

to the Englifh commerce: The King of Denmark’s naval force was confiderable, 

and threatned every moment a conjunction with the Hollanders. That Prince 


{tipulated to affift his allies with a fleet of thirty fail; and he received in return a ; 


yearly fubfidy of 1,500,000 crowns ; of which 300,000 were payed by France, 


Tur King endeavoured to counterballance thefe confederacies by acquiring new 
friends and allies. He had difpatched Sir Richard Fanfhaw into Spain, who met 
with a very cold reception. That Monarchy was funk into a great degree of weak- 
nefs, and was menaced with an invafion from France; yet could not any motive 
prevail with Philip to enter into a cordial friendthip with England. Charles’s’alli- 
ance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk 
to the French; all thefe offences funk fo deep into the mind of the Spanifh Mo- 
narch, that no motive of intereft was fufficient to outweigh them. 


~ 


Tua bifhop of Munfter was the only ally that Charles could acquire. That 


prelate, a man of reftlefs enterprize and ambition, had entertained a violent ani- 
mofity againft the States ; and he was eafily engaged, by the promife of fubfidies 
from England, to make an incurfion on that Republic, With atumultuary army 
of near 20,000 men, he invaded her territories, and met with weak refiftance. The 
land-forces of the States were as feeble and ill- governed, as their fleets were gallant 
and formidable. But after committing great ravages in feveral of the provinces, 
the warlike prelate found, that a ftop was put to his progrefs. He had not military 
{kill {ufficient to improve the advantages, which fortune had offered him, The 
King of France fent a body of 6000 men to oppofe him: Subfidies were not re- 
gularly remitted from England; and many of his troops deferted for want of pay : 


The 
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The elector of Brandenburgh threatened him with an invafion in his own State: Chap. IE. 
And on the whole, he was glad to conclude a peace under the mediation of France,  10°5* 
On the frit furmife of his intentions, Sir William Temple was fent from London 

with money to fix him in his former alliance ; but found, that he had arrived too 

late. 


Tur Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable circumftances, continued refo- 
Jute to exert themfelves to the utmoft in their own defence. De Ruyter, their 
great admiral, was arrived from his expedition to Guinea: Their India fleet was 
come home in fafety: Their harbours were crowded with merchant fhips: Faction. 
at home was appeafed : The young Prince of Orange had put himfelf under the 
tuition of the States of Holland, and of de Wit, their penfionary, who executed his 
truft with great honour and fidelity : And the animofity, which the Hollanders en- 
tertained againft the attack of the Englith, fo unprovoked, as they thought it, made 
them hope for better fuccefs in their next enterprize. Such vigour was exerted in 
the common caufe, that, in order the better to man the fleet, all merchant fhips 
were prohibited to fail, and even the fitheries were totally fufpended *. 

Tut Englith likewife continued in the fame difpofition ; tho” another more: 
grievous calamity had joined itfelf to that of war. The plague had broke out in 
London; and that with fuch violence as to cut off, in lefs than a year, near 


100,000 inhabitants. The King was obliged to fummon the Parliament at roth of Oe 
Oxford. va 


Tue good agreement ftill continued between the King and the Parliament. New fefion. 
They, on their part, unanimoufly voted him the fupply demanded, twelve hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds, to be levied in two years by monthly affeffments. 
And he, to gratify them, pafied the famous five-mile-aét, which has @iven OCCa- Five-mile-a& 
fion to fuch grievous ‘and fuch juft complaints : The church, under pretext of 
guarding Monarchy againft its inveterate enemies, perfevered in the project of 
wracking its own enmity againft the Nonconformifts. It was enacted, that no 
diflenting teacher, who took not the non-refiftance oath above-mentioned, fhould, 
except upon the road, come within five miles of any corporation, or of any place, 
where he had preached after the act of oblivion. ‘The penalty was a fine of fifty 
pounds, and fix months imprifonment.. By ejecting the Nonconformift minifters 
from their churches, and prohibiting all feparate congregations, they had been 
rendered incapable of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual profeffion. And 
now, under colour of removing them from places, where their influence might be 
dangerous, an expedient was fallen upon to deprive them of all means of fubfift- 


ence, 
* Tromp’s life. _D’Eftrades, 5th of Febsuary, 166s, 


aon 





168 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap. ll. ences, Had not the fpirit of the nation undergone a change, thefe violences were 
pis preludes to the moft furious perfecution. 

Howrver prevalent the hierarchy, this‘ law pafied not without oppofition. 

Befides feveral peers, attached to the old parliamentary party, Southampton him- 

felf, tho’ Clarendon’s great friend, exprefied his difapprobation of thefe meafures. 

But the church party, not difcouraged with this oppofition, introduced into the 

Houfe of Commons a bill for impofing the oath of non-refiftance on the whole 

gif of O&o- nation. It was rejected only by three voices. The Parliament, after a very fhort 
st feffion, was prorogued. 

1666. Arter France had declared war, England was evidently over-matched in force, 
Yet the poffefled this advantage by her fituation, that fhe divided the fleets of 
her enemies, and might be able, by ipeedy and well-concerted operations, to pre- 
vent their conjunction. But fuch was the unhappy conduct ef her commanders, 
or fuch the want of intelligence in her minifters, that this circumftance turned 
rather to her prejudice. Lewis had given orders to the duke of Beaufort, his 
admiral, to fail from Toulon; and. the French fquadron, under his command, 
confifting of above forty fail*, was now commonly fuppofed to be entering the 
channel. The Dutch fleet, to the number of feventy-fix, was at fea, under the 
command of de Ruyter and Tromp, in order to join him. . The duke of Albe- 
marle and Prince Rupert commanded the Englifh fleet, which exceeded not fe- 
venty-four fail. Albemarle, who, from his. fuccefles under the Protectorhhip, 
had too much learned to defpife the enemy, propofed to detach Prince Rupert 
with twenty fhips, in order to oppofe the duke of Beaufort. Sir George Ayfcue, 
well acquainted with the bravery and conduct of de Ruyter, protefted againi the 
temerity of this refolution: But Albemarle’s authority prevailed. The remain- 
der of the Englifh fet fail to give battle to the Dutch; who, feeing the enemy 
advance quickly upon them, cut their cables, and prepared for the combat. The 
battle, which enfued, is one of the moft memorable, which we read of in ftory ; 
whether we confider its duration, or the defperate courage, with which it. was 
Seafightof fought. Albemarle made here fome atonement by his valour for the rafhnefs of 
four days. the attempt. No youth, animated by glory and ambitious hopes, could exert 

himfelf more than did this man, who was now in the decline of life, and who had 
reached the fummit of honours. We fhall not enter minutely into particulars, . It 
will be fufficient to ment’on the chief events of each day’s engagement. 


rftof June. In the firft day, Sir William Berkeley, vice-admiral, leading the van, fell into 
the thickeft of the enemy, was over-powered, and his fhip taken, He himfelf 


was 
* D’Eftrades, 21ft of May, 1666. 
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was found dead in his cabbin, all covered with blood. The Englifh had the 
weather-gage of the enemy; but as the wind blew fo high, that they could not 
ule their lower tire, they received fmall advantage from this circumftance. The 
Dutch thot, however, fell chiefly on their fails and rigging ;.and few fhips were 
fink or much damaged. Chain-fhot was at that time anew invention ; an 
commonly attributed to de Wit. Sir John Harman exerted himfelf. extremely 
this day. The Dutch admiral, Evertz, was killed in engaging him, Darkneis 
parted the combatants. 

Tue fecond day, the wind was fomewhat fallen, and the combat became more 
fteddy and more terrible. The Englith now found, that the moft heroic valour 
cannot compenfate the fuperiority of numbers, againft an enemy who 1s well con- 
duéted, and who is not defective in courage, De Ruyter and Van Tromp, rivals 
in glory and enemies from faction, exerted themfelves in emulation of each other ; 
and de Ruyter had the advantage of difengaging and faving his antagonift who 
had been furrounded by the Englifh, and was in the moft immisent danger. Six- 
teen freth fhips joined the Dutch fleet during the-action: And the Englith were fo 
fhattered, that their fighting fhips were reduced to twenty eight, and they found 
themfelves obliged to retreat towards their owncoaft. The Dutch followed them, 
and were juft on the point of renewing the combat; when a calm, which came a 
little before night, prevented the engagement. 

Next morning, the Englifh were neceffitated to continue their retreat; and a 
proper difpofition was made for that purpofe. The fhattered fhips were ordered 
to ftretch a-head ; and fixteen of the moft entire followed them in good order, 
and kept the enemy in awe. Albemarle himfelf clofed the rear, and prefented an 
undaunted countenance to his victorious foes. he earl of Offory, fon to Or- 
mond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and danger in every action thro’out 
Europe, was then on board the admiral. Tohim, Albemarle confeffed his inten- 
tion rather to blow up his fhip and perith glorioufly, than yieldto the enemy. Of- 
fory applauded this defperate refolution. ; 

Axzovr two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with their enemy, and were ready 
to renew the fight; when a new ficet was defcried from the fouth, crowding all 
their fails to reach the fcene of action. The Dutch flattered themfelves that 
Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat of the vanquifhed: The Englifh 
hoped, that Prince Rupert had come, to turn the fcale of action. Albemarle, 
who had received intelligence of the Prince’s approach, bent his courfe towards 

; 


him. Unhappily, Sir George Ayfcue, in a fhip of a hundred guns, the largeft 


~ 


inthe fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could receive no affiftance from 
his friends, who were haftening to join the reinforcement. He could not even 
Vor. I. Z — 
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reap the confolation of perifhing glorioufly, and revenging his death on his ene- 
mies. They were preparing firefhips to attack him, and he was obliged to ftrike. 
The Englifh failors, feeing the neceffity, with the utmoft indignation furrendered 
themfelves prifoners. 


ALBEMARLE and Prince Rupert were now determined to face the enemy; and 
next morning, the battle began afrefh, with more equal! force than ever, and with 
equal valour. After long cannonading, the fleets came to a more clofe combat; 


which was continued with great violence, till parted by a mift. The Englifh re- 
tired firft into their harbours. 


To’ the Englith, by their obftinate courage, reaped the chief honour in this 
engagement, it is fomewhat uncertain, who obtained the victory. The Hollan- 
ders took a few fhips; and having fome appearances of advantage, expreffed their 
fatisfaction by all the figns of triumph and rejoicing. But as the Englifh fleet 
was repaired ina little time, and put to fea more formidable than ever, together 
with many of thofe fhips, which the Dutch had boafted to have burned or de- 
ftroyed ; all Europe faw that thofe two brave nations were engaged in a.con‘eft, . 

vhich was never likely, on either fide, to prove decifive. 

Ir was the conjunction of the French alone, which could give the fuperiority 
to the Dutch. In order to facilitate this conjunétion, de Ruyter, having repaired 
the fleet, pofted himfelf at the mouth of the Thames. The Englith under Prince 
Rupert and Albemarle were not.long in coming to the attack. The numbers of 
each fleet amounted to about eighty fail; and the valour and experience of the com- 
manders, as well as of the feamen, rendered the engagement fierce and obftinate, 
Sir Thomas Allen, who commanded the white fquadron of the Englith, attacked 
the Liutch van, whom he entirely routed; and he killed the three admirals who 
commanded it. Van Tromp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith; and during the heat of 
action, he was feparated from de Ruyter and the main body, whether by ac- 
cident or defign was never certainly known. De Ruyter, with great condué 
and valour, maintained the combat againit the main body of the Englifh ; and tho’ 
overpowered by numbers, kept his ftation, till night ended the engagement. 
Next day, finding the Dutch fleet feattered: and difcouraged, his high fpirit was 
obliged to fubmit to a retreat, which yet he conducted with fuch {kill, as to ren- 
cer it equally honourable to him as the greateft victory. Full of indignation how- 
ever for yielding the fuperiority to the enemy, he frequently exclaimed, ‘« My God! 
‘‘ what a wretch am I? among fo many thoufand bullets, is there not one to put 
‘““an end to my milerable life?” One de Witte, his fon-in-law, who ftood near, 
exhorted him, fince he fought death, to turn upon the Englith, and render his 
life a dear purchafe to the victors. But de Ruyter efteemed it more worthy a 


brave 


; 
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brave man to perfevere to the uttermoft, and, as long as poffible, render fervice to 
his country. All that night and next day, the Englith prefied upon the sear of 
the Dutch ; and it was chiefly by the redoubled efforts of de Ruyter, that the latter 
faved themfelves in their harbours. 
i 

two admirals had broke out into violent animofities, and engaged all the officers on 
one fide or other, the confternation, which took place, was Very great among the 
provinces. Tromp’s commiffion was at laft taken from him; but tho’ feverai 
captains had mifbehaved, they were fo protected by their friends in 


Tue lofs of the Hollanders in this ation was not very confiderable; but as the 


the maeiitracy 
of the towns, that moft of thein efcaped punifhment, many were itil 


continued in 
their commands. Such relaxation of difcipline is but toofrequent an effect of a 
republican government. 

Tue Englifh now rode inconteftible mafters of the fea, and infulted the Dutch 
wn their harbours. A detachment under Holimes was fent into the road of Vic, 
and burned a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, together with Bran- 
daris, a large and rich village on the coaft. The merchants, who loft by ‘this en- 
terprize, uniting themfelves to the Orange faction, exclaimed againft an admini- 
{tration, which, they pretended, had brought fuch difgrace and ruin on their 
country. None but the firm and intrepid mind of de Wit could have fupported 
itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 

Tue King of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch would fink under their mif- 
fortunes; at leaft, that de Wit, his friend, might be difpoffefied of the adminiftra- 
tion, haftened the advance of the duke of Beaufort. The Dutch fleet likeways 
was again equippped ; and under the command of de Ruyter, cruifed near the 
Straits of Dover. Prince Rupert with the Englifh navy, now ftronger than ever, 
caine full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral thought proper to decline the 
combat, and retired into St. John’s Road near Bulloigne. Here he fheltered him- 
felf, both from the Englifh, and from a furious ftorm, which arofe. Prince Ru- 
pert too was obliged to retire into St. Helens ; where he ftayed fome time, in or- 
der to repair the damages, which he had fuftiined. Mean while the duke of 
Beaufort proceeded up the channel, and paffed the Englifh fleet unperceived; but 
he found not the Dutch, ashe expected. De Ruyter had been feized witha fever: 
Many of the chief officers had fallen into ficknefs: A contagious diftemper was 
fpread thro’ the whole fleet: And the States thought it necefiary to recall them into 
their harbours, before the enemy fhould be refitted., The French King, anxious 
for his navy, which, with fo much care and induftry, he had lately built, dif- 
patched orders to Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Breft.. That admiral 
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Cnap. Il. had again the good’ fortune to pafs the Englifh One thip alone, the Ruby, fell 
‘69° into the hands of the enemy. 

denne. White the war continued without any decifive fuccefs on either fide, a dreadful 

Five of Laws calamity happened in London, which threw the people into great confternatiom 


on. A fire, breaking out in a baker’s houfe near the bridge, fpread itfelf on all fides 
with fuch rapidity, that no eXorts could extinguifh it, till it laid in afhes a confi- 
derable part of the city. The inhabitants were reduced to be fpectators of their 
Own ruin; and were purfued from ftreet to treet by the flames, which unex- 
peciediy gathered round them. Three days and nights did the fire advance; 
and it was only by the blowing up of houfes, that it was at laft extinguifhed, 
The King and Duke ufed their utmoft endeavours to ftop the progrefs of the flames ; 
but all their indufiry was fruitlefs. About four hundred ftreets, and_ thirteen 
thoufand houfes were reduced to afhes. 


Tue caufes of this calamity were evident. The narrow ftreets of London, the 
houfes buile ha of timber, the dry feafon, and a violent eaft wind which 
blew; thefe were fo many concurring circumftances, which rendered-it eafly. to 


affign the reafon of the ceftruction, that. enfued. But the people were not fatif- 
fied with this obvious account, Prompted by dlind rage, fome afcribed the guilt 
o the Republicans, others. to the Catholics; tho’ it is not eaf ly to conce:ve how 
1¢ burning of London could ferve the purpofes of either party. » As the Papifts 
were the chief objects of public deteftation, the rumour, which threw the cuilt on 
them, was more favourably received by the people. No proof however, or even 
prefumption, after the ftricteft enquiry by a committee of Parliamentever aps 
peared to authorize fuch a calumny; yet in orcer to give countenance to the po 
_ boat the, inf enpsion engraved by authority on the monument, scribed 
ect. This claufe was erazed by order of King James, 

when he came to the throne; but after the revolution it was replaced. » So cre- 
dulous, as well as obftinate, are the people, in believing every thing, which fatters 
their prevailing paffion. 

Fue fire of London, tho’ at that time a great calamity, has proved in. the af 
fue beneficial both to the city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in avery 
little time; and care was taken to make the ftreets wider and more regular than 
before. A difcretionary power was affumed by the King to regulate the usa 
tion of the buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath an id timber, the materials, 
which the houfes were formerly compofed. The neceffity was fo urgent, and 
the occafion fo extraordinary, that no exceptions were made to an exercife of 
authority, which otherwife might have been efteemed illegal. Had the King 
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have refulted from the alterations; though not carried to th efulllength. London 
became much more healthy after the fire. The plague, which ufed to peek out 
with great fury twice or thric: every century, and indeed was always | pate in 
fome corner of the city, has not once difcovered itfelf fince that calamity. 

HE Parliament met foo: Poy and gave the fanéction of law to thofe recula- 
tions made by royal authority; as well as appointed commiffioners for deciding all 


thofe queftions of property, which might arife from the fire. They likewifé 
voted a fupply of 1,800,000 dounds to be levied, partly by a poll-bill, partly by 
affefiments. Tho their enqury brought out no preofs, which could fix on the 
Papifts the burning of man the general averfion againft that fect ftill pre- 


; and complaints were made, probably without much foundation, of its 
refs. Dhdites at the defire of the Commons, iffued a proclama- 
iment of all priefts and jefuits; but the bad execution of ‘this, 
as well as of former edicts, deftroyed all confidence in his fincerity, whenever he 
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Chap. 1. ‘Tre firft advances towards an accommodation were made by England. When 

1667. the King fent for the body of Sir William Berkeley, he infinuated tothe States his 

defire of peace on reafonable terms; and their anfwer correfponded in the fame 

amicable intentions. Charles, however, to maintain the appearance of fuperio- 

rity, flill infifled, that the States fhould treat at London, and they agreed to 

make him this compliment fo far as concerned themfelves: But being engagediin 

alliance with two crowned heads, they could not, they faid, ‘prevail with thele to 

depart in that refpect from their dignity, ‘On afudden, the King went fo iarvon 

the other fide as to offer the fending anaglidons to the Hague; but this propofal, 

which feemed honourable to the Dutch, was meant only to. divide anc diftract 

them, by affording the Englifh an opportunity to carry on cabals with the difaf- 

fected party. The offer was therefore reje¢ted, and conferences were fecretly 

held in the Queen mother’s apartments at Paris, where the pretenfions of both 

parties were difcuffed. The Dutch made very equitable propofals ; either that all 

things fhould be reftored to the fame condition in which they ftood before the 

war; or that both parties fhould continue in poffeffion of their prefent acquifi- 

tions. Charles accepted the latter propofal,; and almoft every thing was adjufted, 

except the difputes with regard tothe ifle of Polerone. Thhis ifland lies in the Faft 

Indies, and was formerly valuable for its product of fpices. The Englith had 

been matters of it; but were difpoffeffed at the time when the violences had been 

committed againft them at Amboyna. Cromwel had ftipulated to have it re- 

ftored ; and the Hollanders, having -firft entirely deftroyed all the fpice trees, 

maintained, that they had executed the treaty, but that the Englifh had been anew 

expelled during the courfe of the war. Charles renewed his pretenfions to this 

j ifland ; and as the reafons on both fides began to multiply, and feemed to require 

a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the treaty to fome other place; and 
Charles made choice of Breda. : 

Lorp Hollis and Henry Coventry were the Englifh ambaffadors, They im- 
mediately defired, that a fufpenfion of arms fhould be agreed to, till the feveral 
claims thould be adjufted: But this propofal, feemingly fo natural, was rejected 
by the intereft of de Wit. That penetrating and active minifter, thorowly ac- 
guainted with the charaéters of Princes and the fituation of affairs, had difcovered 
an opportunity of ftriking a blow, which might at once reftore to the Dutch the 
honour loft during the war, and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he afcribed 

| : to the wanton ambition and injuftice of the Englith. 

3 WHATEVER projects might have been formed by Charles for fecreting the money 
eranted him by Parliament, he had hitherto failed in his intention, The expen- 
ces 
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ces of fuch vaft armaments had exhaufted all the f lupplies*; and even a great , Chap. I. 
debt was contracted to the feamen. The laft fupply, therefore, of 1.800.009 #97 


pounds, the King was refolved to fave as far as poffible; and to e1 Nploy it | 

payment of his debts, as well thofe occafioned by the war, as thofe which either 
neceffity, or pleafure, or generofity had formerly engaged Ki im to contract. He 
obferved, that the Dutch had been with great elisfianbe’ forced into the war, 
that the events of it were not fuch as to infpire them with great defire of its con- 
tinuance. ‘The French, he knew, had been engaged into hoftilities by no other 
motive than that of fupporting their allies; and were now more defirous thanever 
of putting an end to the quarrel. ‘The differences between the parties were fo in- 
confiderable, that the conclufion of peace appr eared abfolutely infallible; and no- 
thing but forms, or at leaft fome vain points of honour, feemed to. remain for the 
ambaffadors at Breda to difcufs. In this fituation,.Charles,. allured by the prof- 
pect of gain, rafhly remitted his preparations, and expofed Eng!and to one of 
the greateft affronts,. which it ever received. Two fmall fquadrons alone were 
equipped; and during a war with fuch potent and martial enemies, every thing 


was left almoft in the fame fituation as in times of the moft profound tranquillity. 


De Wirt protracted the negotiations at Breda, and haftened the naval prepara 
tions. ‘The Dutch fleet appeared’ in the Thames under the command of de Rie 
ter, and threw the Englifh into the utmoft confternation: A chain had been 
drawn crofs the river Medway; fome fortifications had been: added to Sheernefs 
and Upnore caftle: But all thefe preparations were unequal to the prefent necef- 
fity. Sheernefs was foon taken; nor could it be faved by the valour of Sir Ed- S h of June, 
wai Sprague, who defended it. Hlaving the advantage of a fpring tide and an Di ferace al 
eafterly wind, the Dutch furioufly prefed on, and Broke the chain, tho? fortifyed 
by fome fhips, which had been there funk by order of the Duke of Albemarle. 
They burned the three fhips, which lay to guard the chain, the Mathias, the 
Unity, and the Charles the fifth, After damaging feveral veffels, and poffeffing 
themfelves of the hull of the Royal Charles, which the Englifh had burned, they 
advanced with fix men of war, and five fire-fhips, as far as Upnore caftle, where 
they burned the Royal Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great James. Captain 
Douglas, who commanded on board the Royal Oak,.perifhed in the flames, tho’ 
he had an eafy opportunity of efcaping. ‘* Never was it known,” he faid, 
‘¢ that a Douglas had left his peft without orders+.”” The Hollanders fell down 


the 
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* The Dutch had {pent on the war near 40 millions of livres a year, above 3 millions fterling: A 
much greater fum than had been granted by the Englith Parliament. D’Eftrades, 24th of December 166 . 
vt of January 1666. ‘Temple, vol.i1. p.71. It was probably the want of money which engaged the 
King to pay the feamen with tickets; acontrivance which proved fo much to their lofs, 

+ ‘Temple, Vol. ii. p. 41. 
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Chap. I!. the Medway without receiving any confiderable damage ; and it was apprehended, 


1667. 


roth of July. 


Peace of Bre- ey] ties, 


da, 


that they might next tide advance up the Thames, and extend their hoftilities even 
to the bridge of London. Nine fhips were funk at Woolwich, four at Blackwall : 
Platforms were raifed in many places, furnifhed wich artillery : The train bands 
were called out; andevery place was full of the utmoft diforder. The Dutch 
failed next to Portfmouth, where they made a fruitlefs attempt: They met with 
no better fuccefs at Plymouth: They infulted Harwich: They failed again up the 
Thames as far as Tilbury, where they were repulfed. The whole coaft was in 
alarm; and had the Frenth thought proper at this time to join the Dutch fleet, 
and to invade England, confequences the moft fatal might juftly have been appre- 
hended. But Lewis had no intention to puth the victory to fuch extremities. Fis 
intereft required, that a ballance fhould be kept between the two maritime powers 3 
not that an uncontrouled fuperiority fhould be given to either. 


Great indignation prevailed amongft the Englifh, to fee an enemy, whom 
they regarded as inferior, whom they had expected totally to fubdue, and over 
whom they had gained many honourable advantages, now of a fudden ride undif- 
puted mafters of the ocean, burn their fhips in their very harbours, fill every place 
with confufion, and ftrike a terror into the capital itfelf. But tho’ the caufe of all 
thefe difafters could be afcribed neither to bad fortune, to the mifconduct of ad- 
mirals, nor the mifbehaviour of feamen, but folely to the avarice, at leaft to the im- 


_ providence, of the government; no dangerous fymptoms of difcontent appeared, 


and no attempt for an infurre€tion was made by any of thofe numerous fectaries, 
who had been fo openly branded for their rebellious principles, and who upon that 
fuppofition had been treated with fuch feverity *. 

In the prefent diftrefs, two expedients were embraced: An army of 12,000 
men was fuddenly levyed ; and the Parliament, tho’ it lay under prorogation, was 
f{ummoned to meet. The Houfes were very thin; and the only vote, which the 


Commons pafied, was an addrefs for breaking the army ; which was complyed 


with. ‘This expreffion of a jealoufy not ill-grounded, fhewed the court what they 
might expect from that afiembly ; and it was thought moft prudent to prorogue 
them til] next winter. 

Bur the figning the treaty at Breda, extricated the King from his prefent diff- 
The Englith ambafladors received orders to recede from thofe demands, 
which, however frivolous in themfelves, could not now be yielded, without ac- 
knowleging a fuperiority in the enemy. Polerone remained with the Dutch; fa- 


tisfation for the fhips, Bonaventure and Good-hope, the pretended grounds of 


the 
* Some Nonconformifts however, both in Scotland and England, had kept a correfpondence with 


the States, and had entertained projects for infurre€tions, but they were too weak even to attempt the ~ 


execution of them. D’Eftrades, 13th of OGtober, 1665. 
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the quarrel, was no longer infifted on; Acadie was yielded to the French. The Chap. II. 
acquifition of New-York, a fettlement fo important by its fituation, was the chief = 
advantage which the Englifh reaped from a war, where the national character of 

bravery had fhone out with great luftre, but where the mifconduct of the govern- 

ment, efpecially in the conclufion, had been no lefs apparent. 


To appeafe the people by fome facrifice feemed requifite before the meeting of the 
Parliament; and the prejudices of the nation plainly pointed out the victim. The 
chancellor was at this time much expofed to the hatred of the public, and of every 
party, which divided the nation, All thenumerous fectaries regarded him as their de- 
termined enemy ; and afcribed, to his advice andinfluence, thofeperfecuting laws, to 
which they had fo long been expofed. The Catholics knew, that while he retained 
any authority, all their credit with the King and the Duke would be entirely ufelefs 
to them, nor muft they ever expect any favour or indulgence. Even the Royalifts, 
difappo'nted in their fanguine hopes of preferment, threw a great load of envy on 
Clarendon, into whofe hands the King feemed at firft to have refigned the whole 
power of government. The fale of Dunkirk, the bad payment of the feamen, the 
difgrace at Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of the war; all thefe misfortunes 
were charged on the chancellor, who, tho’ he had ever oppofed the rupture with 
Holland, thought it ftill his duty to juftify what he could not prevent. A build- 
ing likewife of more expence and magnificence than his flender fortune could 
afford, being unwarily undertaken by him, much expofed him to public reproach, 
as if he had acquired great riches by corruption. The populace gave it common- 
ly the appellation of Dunkirk Houfe, | 

Tue King himfelf, who had always more revered than loved the chancellor, 
was now totally eftranged from him. Amidft the diffolute manners of the court, 
that minifter {till maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fubmit to any 
condefcenfions, which he deemed unworthy his age and character. Buckingham, 
a man of profligate morals, happy in his talent of ridicule, but expofed in his own 
conduct to all the ridicule, which he threw on others, ftill made him the ob- 
ject of his raillery, and gradually leffened in the King that regard, which he bore 
his minifter. When any difficulties arofe, either for want of power or money, the 
blame was {till caft on him, who, it was believed, had carefully at the reftoration 
checked all lavifh conceffions to the King, And what perhaps touched Charles 
more nearly, he found in Clarendon, it is faid, obftacles to his pleafure as well 
as to his ambition. 

Tue King difgufted with the homely perfon of his fpoufe, and defirous of hav- 
ing children, had hearkened to propofals of obtaining a divorce, on pretext either 
of her being pre-engaged to another, or of having made a vow of chaftity before her 

Vou, II. Aa marriage, 
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marriage. He’ was farther ftiraulated by his pafion for Mrs. Stuart, diughter'to 2 
Scotch gentleman ; a lady of great beauty, and whofe virtue he had hitherto found 
impregnable :- But Clarendon, apprehenfive of the confequences atteading a dif- 
puted title, and perhaps anxious for the fucceffion of his grandchildren, engaged 


the duke of Richmond to marry Mrs, Stuart, and thereby put an end to the” 


King’s hopes. It is pretended, that Charles never forgave this difappointment. 
Wuewn politics, therefore, and inclination both concurred to make the King fa- 
crifice Clarendon to. popular prejudices, the memory of his paft ferv:ces was not 
able any longer'to delay his fall, The feals were taken from him, eid given to 
Sir Orlando Bridgeman. Southampton the treafurer was now dead, who, had per- 
fevered tothe utmoft in his attachments to the chancellor. ‘The laft time he ap- 
peared at the council-bear’, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour, which neither 
age nor infirmities could abate. ‘* This man,”’ faid he, fpeaking of Clarendon, 


‘“is a true Proteftant, and an honeft Englifhman; and: while he enjoys power, . 


‘“¢ we are fecure of our laws, liberties, and religion, Idtead the confequences.of 
‘¢ his removal.” 
Bur the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to eratify the malic: of his ene- 
mies: His total ruin was refolved on. The duke of York in vain exerted his inv 
tereft:in behalf of his father-in-law. Both Prince and people-united in promoting 
that violent meafure ; and no means were thought fo proper for ingratiating the 
court with a Parliament, which had fo long beem governed by that very minifter, 
who was now to be the victim of their prejudices. 

Some popular acts paved the way for the feffion ; and the Parliament) in their 


firft addrefs, gave the Kine thanks for thefe inftances of his goodnefs, and among 


the reft, they teek- care to mention his. difmiffion of Clarendon. The King, in 


reply, affured the. Houfes, that he would never again employ that nobleman in 


any public office whatioever. Immediately, the charge againft hina was opened 
in the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Seymour, afterwards Sir Edward, and con fitted: 

f feventeen articles, The houfe, without examining particulars, farther than 
hearing general affirmations, that all would be proved, immediate.y voted: his 
impeachment. Many of the articles* we knew to be either falfe o: frivolous; 

* The articles were, that he had advifed the King to govern by military power witlheut Parliaments, 
tune tae bad abiieed sie King to be aPapif.or popiftily afie@ed,, that he hadyreceived great fums. of 


money for procuring the Canary patent and other illegal patents, that ‘he had advifec: and procured . 


divers of his Majetty’s fabjects to be imprifoned againft law, in remote iflands and garrifons, thereby 


. torpreventtheir having the benefit of the law, that he had procured the cuftoms to be farmed at-under- 


rates, that he had received creat fums from the Vintners’? Company, for allowing them to. inhance’ the 

price of -Winés,, that he had ina fhort. time gained: a greater eitate: than could: have bee: fuppofed: | ta. 

arife from.the profits of his offices, that he had intimduced an aire government into his Majeity’s 
plantations, 
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and fuch of them, whofe foundation we are unacquainted with, we may fairly pre- Chap. H. 
fume tc be no better grounded. His advifing the fale of Dunkirk, feems the 1967. 
heavieftand trueft part- of the charge; but a miftake in judgment, where there 
appears 10 fymptoms of corruption or bad intentions, it would be very hard to 
charge a a crime on any minifter. The King’s neceffities, which occafioned that 
imprudat meafure, cannot with any appearance of reafon be imputed to Cla- 
rendon, 

Wakes the charge was carried up to the Peers, as it contained an accufation of 
treafon in general, without fpecifying any particulars, ic feemed not a fufficient 
eround ‘or committing Clarendon to cuftody. The precedents of Strafford and 
Laud were not, by reafon of the violence of the times, efteemed a proper au- 
thority; but-as the Commons {till infifted upon his commitment, it was necef 
fary to appoint a free conference between the Houfes. The Lords perfevered in 
their refolution.; andthe Commons voted this conduc to be an obftruction to pub- 
lic juftic:, and a precedent of evil and dangerous confequence. They alfo chofe 
a committee to draw up a vindication of their own proceedings. 

CLarenpon, finding that the popular torrent, united to the violence of power, 
ran withgreat impetuofity againft him, and that a defence, offered to fuch pre- 
judiced ears, would be entirely ineffectual, thought proper to withdraw himfelf, 
At Calas, he wrote a paper addrefled to the Houfe of Lords. He there faid, 
that his fortune, which was but moderate, had been gained entirely by the lawful, 
avowed profits of his office, and by the voluntary bounty of the King; that during 
the firft years after the reftoration he had always concurred in opinion with the 
other counfellors, men of fuch reputation that no one could entertain fufpicions of 
their wiflom or integrity; that his credit foon declined, and however he might 
difapprove of fome meafures, he found it vain to oppofe them; that his repug- 
nance tothe Dutch war, the fource of all the public grievances, was always ge- 
nerally known, as well as his difapprobation of many unhappy fteps taken in con- 
duéting t; and that whatever pretext might be made of national offences, his rea] 
crime, tiat which had exafperated his powerful enemies, was his frequent oppofi- 
tion to exorbitant grants, which the importunity of fuitors had extorted from his 
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plantations, that he had rejected a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. Chriftophers, which 
was the ociafion of great loffes in thofe parts, that when he was in his Majefty’s fervice beyond fea he 
held a corrdpondence with Cromwel and his complices, that he advifed the fale of Dunkirk, that he had 
uaduly altered letters patent under the King’s feal,. that he had unduly decided caufes in council, which 
{hould hav: been brought before Chancery, that he had iffued quo warrantos againit corporations with 
an intention of fqueezing money frem them, that he had taken money for pafling the bills of fettle- 
ynent of Irdand, that he betrayed the nation in all foreign treaties, and that he was the principal ad. 
vifer of divding the fleet in June 1666, 
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Txis paper the Lords tranfmitted to the Commons under the appellation of a 
libel; and by a vote of both Houfes, it was condemned to be burned by the 
hands of the hangman. They next proceeded to exert their legiflative power 
againft Clarendon, and paffed a bill of banifhment and incapacity, which received 
the royal affent. He retired into France, where he lived in a private manner. 
Fle furvived his banifhment fix years; and he employed his leizure chiefly in re- 
ducing into order the Hiftory of the Civil Wars, for which he had before colleéted 
materials. ‘Che performance does great honour to his memory ; and, except 


Whitelocke’s Memorials, is the moft candid account of thofe times, compofed by - 


any cotemporary author. ra 
CLARENDON was alwaysa friend to the liberty and the conftitution of his country. 
At the commencement of the civil wars, he had entered into the late King’s fervice; 
and was honoured with a great fhare in the efteem and friendfhip of that Monarch. 
He was purfued with unrelentinganimofity by the Long Parliament: He had thared 
all the fortunes and directed all the councils of the prefent King during his exile + 


He hai been advanced to the higheft truft and offices after the reftoration: Yet all’ 


thefe circumftances, which might naturally operate with fuch force, either on re- 


{entment, gratitude, or ambition, had no influence on his uncorrupted mind. Ie - 


is faid, that when he firft engaged in the ftudy of the law, his father exhorted him 
with ereat earneftnels to fhun the practice too common in that profeffion, of ftrain- 
ing every point in favour of prerogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience to the 
oppreffion of liberty : And in the midft of thefe rational and virtuous councils, 
which he re-iterated, he was fuddenly feized with an apoplexy, and expired in his 
fon’s prefence. This circumftance gave additional weight to the principles, which 
he inculcated. 


Tue combination of King and fubject to opprefs fo good a minifter affords, to 
men of oppofite difpofitions, an equal occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude 
of Princes or ignorance of the people. Charles feems never to have mitigated his 
refentment again{t Clarendon; and the national prejudices purfued him to his retreat 
in France. Even fome years after, a company of Englith foldiers, being quartered 
near him, affaulted his houfe, broke open the doors, and would have proceeded 


to the Jaft extremity, had not their officers, hearing of the violence, happily in- 


terpofed. 


Tue next expedient, which the King embraced, in order to acquire popularity, 
is much more deferving of praife; and, had it been fteadily purfued, would pro- 
bably have rendered his reign happy, certainly his memory glorious. It is the 
Triple Alliance of which I fpeak ; a meafure, which gave entire fatisfaction to the 
public, 7 
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Tur glory of France, which had long been eclipfed, either by domeftic factions, Chap. II. 

or by the fuperior force of the Spanifh Monarchy, began now to break out with eter 
ereat luftre, and to engage the attention of all the neighbouring nations. The inde- France. 
pendant power and mutinous fpirit of the nobility were fubdued : The popular pre- 
renfions of the Parliament reftrained: The Hugonot party reduced to fubjeCtion : 
That extenfive and fertile country, poffefled of every advantage both of climate 
and fituation, was fully peopled with ingenious and induftrious inhabitants: And 
while the fpirit of the nation difcovered all the vigour and bravery requifite for 
eveat enterprizes, it was tamed to am entire fubmiffion under the will of the So- 
vereign. 

THe Sovereign, who now filled the throne, was well adapted, by his perfonal Piseafier of 
character, both to encreafe and to avail himfelf of thefe mighty advantages. Lewis Lewis XLV. 
the fourteenth, endowed with every quality, which could enchant the people, 
poffefied many which merit the approbation of the wife. The majiculine beauty 
of his perfon was embellithed with a noble air: The dignity of his behaviour was 
tempered with the higheft affability and politenefs: Elegant without effeminacy, ad- 
dicted to pleafure without neglecting bufinefs, decent in his very vices, and belov- 
ed in the midft of arbitrary power; he furpaffed all cotemporary Monarchs, as in 
crandeur, fo likewife in fame and glory. 

His ambition, regulated by prudence, not by juftice, had carefully provided 
every means of conqueft; and before he put himfelf in motion, he feemed to have 
abfolutely enfured himfelf of fuccefs. His finances were brought into order: A naval 
power created: His armies encreafed and difciplined Magazines and military 
ftores provided: And tho’ the magnificence of his court was fupported beyond 
all former example, fo regular was the oeconomy obferved, and fo willingly did 
the people, now enriched by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, 
that his military force much exceeded what in any preceding age had ever been 
employed by any European Monarch, | 

Tue fudden decline and almoft total fall of the Spanif Monarchy opened an 
inviting feene to fo enterprizing a Prince, and feemed to promife him an eafy and 
univerfal conqueit, The other nations of Europe, feeble or ill-governed, were 
caftonithed at the greatnefs of his rifing empire ; and all of them caft their eyes to- 
wards England, as the only power, which could fave them from that fubjection,,. 
with which they were fo nearly threatened. 

Tue animofity, which had antiently fubfiited between the Englifh and French 
nations, and which had been laid afleep for above a century by the jealoufy of . 
Spanith greatnefs, began to revive and to exertitfelf. ‘The glory of preferving the 
ballance of Europe, a° Glory fo much founded on juftice ‘and humanity, flattered 
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the ambition of England; and the whole people were eager to provide for their 
own future fecurity, by oppofing the progrefs of fo hated a rival. The profpect of 
embracing fuch meafures had contributed, among other reafons, to render the 
peace of Breda fo univerfally acceptable to the nation. By the death of Philip the 
fourth, King of Spain, an inviting opportunity, and fome very flender pretences, 
had been afforded to call forth the ambition of Lewis. 

AT the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis efpoufed the Spanith Princefs, he 
had renounced every title of fucceffion to every part of the Spanifh Monarchy ; and 
this renounciation had-been couched in the moft accurate and moft precife terms, 
which language could afford. But on the death of his father-in-law, he retra@ted 
his renounciation, and pretended, that natural rights, depending on blood and 
fucceffion, could not be annihilated by any extorted deed or contract. Philip had 
left a fon, Charles the fecond of Spain; but as the Queen of France was of a for- 
mer marriage, fhe laid claim to aconfiderable province of the Spanifh Monarchy, 
even to the exclufion of her brother. By the cuftoms of fome parts of Brabant, a 
female of a firft marriage was preferred to a male of a fecond, in the fucceffion to 
private inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred, that his Queen had acquired a 
right to the dominion of that important dutchy. 

A crarm of this nature was more properly {upported by military force than by 
argument and reafoning. Lewis appeared on the frontiers of the Netherlands with 
a numerous army of 40,000 men, commanded by the beft generals of the age, and 
provided of every thing requifite for ation. The Spaniards, tho’ they might have 
forefeen this meafure, were totally unprepared. Their towns, without magazines, 
without fortifications, without garrifons, fell into the hands of the French King, as 
foon as he prefented himfelf before them. Athe, Lifle, Tournay, Oudenarde, 
Courtray, Charleroi, Binche were immediately taken: And it was vifible, that ne 
force in the Low Countries was able to ftop or retard the progrefs of the French 
arms. | 

Tus meafure, executed with fuch celerity and fuccefs, gave great alarm to 
almoftevery court in Europe. It had been obferved with what dignity or even 


haughtinefs, Lewis, from the time he began to govern, had ever fupported all his 


rights and pretenfions. D’Eftrades, the French ambafflador, and Watteville, the 
Spanifh, having quarrelled in London, on account of their pretenfions for prece- 
dency, the French Monarch was not fatisfied, till Spain fent to Paris a folemn em- 
baffy, and promifed never more to revive fuch contefts. Crequi, his ambaflador 
in Rome, had met with an affront from the Pope’s guards. The Pope, Alexander 
the feventh, had been obliged to break his guards, to difpatch his nephew to afk 
pardon, and to allow a pillar to be erected in Rome itfelf, as a monument of his 
| , own 
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own humiliation. The King of England too had experienced the high fpiritand Chap. Tl. 
unfubmitting temper of Lewis. A claim of precedency in the Englith flag having gis 
been advanced, the French Monarch remonttrated with fuch vigour, and prepared 

himfelf to refift with fuch courage, that Charles found it more prudent to defift 

from his pretenfions. The King of England, faid Lewis to his ambaffado; 
D’Eftrades, may know my foates-b but he knows not the fe nips of my heart : 

i.very thing appears to me contemptible in comparifon of glory *. Thefe meafures 

of conduct had given ftrong indications of his character: But a the invafion of 

Elanders was difcovered an ambition, which, being fupported by fuch overgrown: 

power, menaced the general liberties of Europe. 


. 


As no State lay nearer the danger, none was feized with more terror than the 
United Provinces. They were ftill engaged, together with France, in a war againtt 
England; and Lewis had promifed them, that he would take no fteps againtt 
Spain without previoufly informing them : But he kept a total filence, till on the 
véry point of entering pon action. If the rénounciation, made at the treaty of 
the Pyrenees, was not valid, it was forefeen, that, upon the death of the King of 
Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would be claimed by Lewis ; after 
which it would Be vainly jee to fet bounds to his pretenfions. Charles, ac- 
quainted with thefe well-grounded apprehenfions of the Dutch, had been the 
miore obftinate in infifting on conditions at Breda; and by delaying to fign the 
treaty, had imprudently expofed himfelf to the fignal difgrace, which he received 
at Chatham. De Wit, fenfible, that a few ich delay, would be of no confe- 
quence in the Low Countries, took this opportunity of ftriking an important 
blow, and of finifhing the war with honour to himfelf and to his country. 


ro 
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NeEcoTiaTions meanwhile commenced for the faving Flanders; but no-refitt- 
ance was made tothe French arms. The Spanifh minifters exclaimed every whiere; Negotiatio: 
againft the flagrant er of Lewis’s pret RRR ang anor it to be the 
intereft of every power in Europe, even more than of. Spain itfelf, to prever 
conqueft of the Low Countries. The Emperor Sr the German Princes 
vered evident fymptoms of difcontent; but their motions were flow and 
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to fo formidable a is faw no refiource ner means of lafety. England indeed 


feemed difpofed to make oppofition to the French ; but the variable an 
conduct of Charles kept that mis, aoe, from making him any open advances, By 

which they: might lofe the friendfhip of France, without acquiriag any new ally. 
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commodation, the Dutch apprehended left thefe, either from the obftinacy of the 
Spaniards or the ambition of the French, would never be carried into execution. 


Cartes refolved with great prudence to take the firft ftep towards a confede- 
racy. Sir William Temple, his refident at Bruffels, received orders to go fecretly 
to the Hague, and to concert with the States the means of faving the Netherlands. 


This man, whom philofophy had taught to defpife the world, without rendering. 


him unfit for it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks of vulgar 


politicians: And meeting in de Wit with a man of the fame generous and enlarged 
fentiments, he immediately opened his mafter’s intention, and prefled a fpeedy 
conclufion. A treaty was from the firft negotiated between thefe two ftatefmen 
with the fame cordiality, as if it were a private affair, tranfacted between two in- 
timate companions. Efteeming the interefts of their country the fame, they gave 
full {cope to that fympathy of chara@ter, which difpofed them to an intire reli- 
ance on each others profeffions and engagements. And tho’ the jealoufy againft 


the Houfe of Orange might infpire de Wit with an averfion to a ftri€&t union with. 


England, he generoufly refolved to facrifice all private confiderations to the pub- 
lic SErvicé, 2 | 


Tempce preficd an offenfive league between England and Holland, in order to» 


oblige France to relinquifh all her conquefts : But de Wit told him, that this mea- 
fure was too bold and precipitant to be agreed to by the States. He faid, that the 


French were the old and conftant allies of the Republic; and till matters came to 


extremity, fhe never would deem it prudent to abandon a friendthip fo well ef- 
tablifhed, and rely entirely on a treaty with England, which had lately waged fo 
cruel a war againft her: That ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there had been 
fuch a fluctuation in the Englifh councils, that it was not poffible, for two years 
together, to take any certain meafures with that kingdom : That tho’ the prefent 


~= 


miniftry, having entered into views fo conformable to national intereft, promifed » 


greater firmnefs and conftancy, it might ftill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of fuch con- 
fequence, to put entire confidence in them : That the French Monarch was young, 
haughty, and powerful; and if treated in fo imperious a manner, would expofe 


himfelf to the greateft extremities rather than fubmit: That it was fufficient, if he. 


could be conftrained to adhere to the offer, which he had already made; and if — 


the remaining provinces of the Low Countries could be thereby faved from the 


danger, with which they were at prefent threatned: And that the other powers, 
in Germany and the North, whofe affiftance they might expect, would be fa- 
tisfied with putting a {top to the French conquefts, without pretending to reco- 
ver the places, which were already loft. 
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Tue Englith ambaffador was content to accept of the terms, propofed by the Chap. IV. 

penfionary. Lewis had offered to relinquifh all the Queen’s rights, on condition’ 196°: 
either of keeping the conquefts, which he had made laft campaign, or of receiv- 
ing, in lieu of them, Franchecomté, together with Cambray, Aire, and St. Omers. 
De Wit and Temple founded their treaty upon this propofal. They agreed to offer 
their mediation to the contending powers, and oblige France to adhere to this al- 
ternative, and Spain to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that France 
fhould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave it entirely to England and Hol- 
land to employ force for making the terms effectual. And the remainder of the 
Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. "A defenfive treaty was like- 
wife concluded between Holland and England. 


Txe articles of this confederacy were foon adjufted by fuch candid and able 
negotiators: But the greateft difficulty ftill remained. By the conftitution of the 
Republic, all the towns in all the provinces muft give their confent to every treaty; 
and befides that this formality could ‘not be difpatched in lefs than two months, 
it was juftly to be dreaded, that the influence of France would obftruét the paflage 
of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities. D’Eftrades, the French ambaflador, 
aman of great ability, hearing of the league, which was on the carpet, treated it 
very lightly ; ** Six weeks hence,” faid he, ‘‘ we fhall {peak to it.’* To obviate 
this difficulty, de Wit had the courage, for the public good, to break thro’ the 
Jaws in fo fundamental an article ; and by his authority, he prevailed with the States 
General at once to fign and ratify the league: Tho’ they acknowledged, that, if 1 3th of Janu- 
that meafure fhould difpleafe their conftituents, they rifqued their heads by this ir-@'y- 
regularity. After fealing, all parties embraced with great cordiality. Temple 
cryed out, 4+ Breda, as friends: Here, as brothers. And de Wit added, that now 
the matter was finifhed, it looked like a miracle. 


Room had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of Sweden, which was foon Triple 
after obtained ; and thus was concluded in five days the triple league ; an event league. 
received with equal furprize and approbation by the world. Notwithftanding the 
unfortunate conclufion of the laft war, England now appeared in her proper fta- 
tion, and, by this wife condu@, had recovered all her influence and credit in Eu- 
rope. Temple likewife received great applaufe ; but to all the compliments made 
him on that occafion, he modeftly replied : That to remove things from their center 
or proper element, required force and Jabour; but that of themfelves they eafily 
returned to it. 

Tue French Monarch was extremely difpleafed with this meafure. Not only 
bounds were at prefent fet to his ambition: Such a barrier was alfo raifed as feemed 
for ever impregnable, And tho’ his own offer was made the foundation of the 
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treaty, he had preferibed fo fhort a time for the acceptance of that offer, that he 
ftill expected, from the delays and reluctance of Spain, to find fome opportunity 
of eluding it. The court of Madrid fhowed equal difpleafure. To be obliged to. 
give up any part of the Spanifh provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjuft, 
and thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, infpired the higheft difguft, 
Often did they threaten to abandon entirely the Low Countries rather chan fubmit 
to focruel a mortification ; and they endeavoured, by this menace, to terrify the 
nediating powers into more vigorous meafures for their fupport. But Temple 
and de Wit were better acquainted with the views and interefts of Spain. They — 
knew, that fhe muft ftill retain the Low Countries, as a bond of connexion with. 
the other European powers, who alone, if her young Monarch fhould happen to 
die without iffue, could enfure her independancy againft the pretenfions of France, 
They ftill urged, therefore, the terms of the triple league, and threatned Spain 
with war in cafe of refufal. The plenipotentiaries of all the powers met at Aix 
la Chapelle. ‘“Lemp'e was minifter for England; Van Beuninghen for Holland, 
D’Hona for Sweden. | : 

Spatn at laft, preffed on all hands, made choice of the alternative offered; but — 
in her very compliance, fhe gave {trong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent, 
Jt had been apparent, that the Hollanders, entirely neglecting the honour of the - 
Spanifh monarchy, had been anxious only for their own fecurity ;. and provided ; 
they could remove Lewis to a diftance from their frontiers, were more indiffer- 
ent what progrefs he made in all other places. Senfible of thefe views, the 
Queen-regent of Spain refolved ftill to keep them in an anxiety, which might for 
the future be the foundation of an union more intimate than they were willing at 
prefent toenter into. Franchecomté, by a vigorous and well concerted plan of the 
French King, had been conquered, in fifteen days, during a rigorous feafon, and — 
in the midft of winter. She chofe therefore to recover this province, and to aban- 
don all the towns conquered in Flanders during the laft campaign. | By this means, — 
Lewis extended his garrifons into. the heart of the Low Countries; and a very 
feeble barrier remained to the Spanifh provinces. d 

Bur notwithftanding the advantages of his fituation, the French Monarch 
could entertain {mall hopes of ever extending his conquefts on that quarter, which 
lay the moft expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions were of moft im- 
portance. The triple league guaranteed the remaining provinces to Spain; and 
the Emperor and other powers of Germany, whofe interefts feemed- to be flrongly 
concerned, were invited to enter into the fame confederacy. Spain herfelf, hav- 
ing about this time, under the mediation of Charles, made peace on equal terms 
with Yortugal, might be expected to exer, more vigour in oppofition to her haughty 
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and triumphant rival. The mighty fatisfadtion,, exprefied in England, on account Chap. I. 
of the councils now embraced by the court, promifed the hearty concurrence of — 
-Parhament in every meafure, which could be propofed for oppofition to the gran- 

deur of France. And thus all Europe feemed to repote herfelf with fecurity un- 

der the wings of that powerful confederacy, which had fo happily been formed 

for her protection, It is now time to give fome account of the ftate of affairs in 
Scotland and in Ireland. 

Tue Scotch nation, tho’ they had never been fubjeé to the arbitrary power of Afnirs of 
their prince, had but very imperfeét notions of law and liberty ; and fearce in any Scotiand. 
age had they ever enjoyed an ‘adminiftration, which had reftrained itfelf within the 
proper boundaries. By their final union alone with England, their once hated anta- 
gonift, they have happily attained the experience of a government perfectly recular, 
and exempt from all violence and injuftice. Charles, from his averfion to bufinefs, 
had entrufted the affairs of that country to his minifters, particularly Middleton ; 
and thefe could not forbear making very extraordinary ftretches of authority. 


Tuere had been intercepted a letter, wrote by Lorne to lord Duffus, in which, 
a little too plainly, but very truly, he complained, that his enemies had endea- 
voured by falfhood to prepoffefs the King againft him. But he faid, that he had 
now difcovered them, and had defeated them, and had gained the perfon, mean- 
ing the earl of Clarendon, upon whom the chief of them depended. | This letter 
was produced before the Parliament ; and Lorne was tried upon an old, tyrannical, 
abfurd law of Leafing-making ; by which it was rendered criminal to belye the fub- 
jects to the King, or create in him an ill opinion of them. He was condemned 
to die: But Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence, and granted him a 
pardon ™*. 

Ir was carried in Parliament, that twelve perfons, without crime, witnefs, trial, 
or accufer, fhould be declared incapable of all truft or office; and to render this 
injuftice more egregious, it was agreed, that thefe perfons* fhould be named by 
ballot: A-method of voting, which feveral Republics had adopted at elections, 
in order to prevent faction and intrigue; but which could ferve only as a cover to 
malice and iniquity, in the-inflicting of punifhments. Lauderdale, Crawford, and 
Sir Robert Murray, among others, were incapacitated : But the King, who dif- 
approved of this injuftice, refufed his affent +. 

Aw act was pafied againft all perfons, who fhould move the King for reftoring 


the children of thole attainted by Parliament; an unheard-of reftrainton applica- 


tions for grace and mercy. No penalty was affixed; but the aét was but the 
more violent and tyrannical on that account; The court-lawyers had eftablithedit 
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as a maxim, that the affigning a punifhment was a limitation of the crown: Whereas 
a law, forbidding any thing, tho’ without a penalty, made the offenders criminal. 
And in that cafe, they determined, that the punifhment was arbitrary ;. only that 
it could not extend to life. Middleton as commiffioner paffed this act ;, tho’ he 
had no inftruétions for that purpofe. 

An att of indemnity pafied ; but at the fame time it was voted, that all thofe 
who had offended during the late diforcers, fhould be fubjected to fines ; and a 
committee of Parliament was appointed for impofing them. Thefe proceeded 
without any regard to fome equitable rules, which the King had prefcribed to. 
them *, The moft obnoxious compounded fecretly. No confideration was had, 
either of men’s eftates, or of the degrees of their guilt: No proofs were produced : 
Enquiries were not fo much as made: But as faft as men were delated, they. were 
marked down for a particular fine: And all was tranfacted in a fecret committee. 
When the lift was red in Parliament, exceptions were made to many : Some had 
been under age during the civil wars 5. fome had been abroad. But it was ftill re- 
-plyed, that a proper time would come, when every man fhould be heard in his own. 
defence. The only intention, it was faid, of fetting the fine was, that fuch per- 
fons fhould have no benefit by the act of indemnity, unlefs they payed the fum 
demanded: Every one that chofe to ftand upon his innocence, and renounce the 
benefit of the indemnity, might do it at his peril, It was well known, that no 
one would dare fo far to fet at defiance fo arbitrary an adminiftration, The King 
wrote to the council, ordering them to fuperfede the levying thofe fines: But 
Middleton found means, during fome time, to elude thofe orders +) And at laft,. 
the King obliged his minifters to compound for half the fums, which had been: 
impofed. ; 

Bur the chief circumftance, whence were derived all. the fubfequent tyranny and 
diforders in Scotland, was the rigorous execution of the laws for the eftablifhment. 
of Epifcopacy, to which a great part of the nation had entertained the moft unfur- 
mountable averfion. The right of patrons had for fome years been abolifhed ; 
and the power of electing minifters had been vefted in the church-feffion, and lay- 
elders. It was now enacted, that all incumbents, who had been admitted upon 
this title, fhould receive a prefeatation from the patron, and fhould be inftituted - 
anew by the bifhop, under the penalty of deprivation. The more rigid Prefbyteri- 
ans conceited meafures among themfelves, and refufed’ obedience: They imagined, 
that their number would protect them. Three hundred and fifty parifhes, above 
a third of the kingdom, were at once declared vacant. The weftern cousties 
chiefly were obftinate in this particular, New minifters were fought for all over 


the 


* Burnet, p. 147. + Id. p. 201. 


CC. An Rebs t& -S» *~ AI. 189 


the kingdom ; and no one was fo ignorant or vicious as to be rejected. The 
people, who loved extremely and refpected their former teachers ; men remarkable 
for the feverity of their manners and their fervour in preaching ; were inflamed 
avainft thefe intruders, who had obtained their livings under fuch invidious circum- 
ftances, and who took no care, by the regularity of their manners, to foften the 
prejudices contracted againft them. Even moft of thofe, who retained their livings 
by compliance, fell under the imputation of hypocrify, either by fhewing a difguit 
to the new model of ecclefiaftical government, which they had acknowleged,; or 
on the other hand, by declaring, that their former adherence to Prefbytery andthe 
Covenant had been the refult of violence and neceflity. And as Middleton and 
the new miniftry indulged themfelves in great riot and diforder, to which the na- 
tion had been little accuftomed, an opinion univerfally prevailed, that any form of 
religion, offered by fuch hands, mutt be profane and impious. 


Tue people, notwithftanding their difcontents, were refolved to give no handle 


acainft them, by the leaft fymptom of mutiny or fedition: But this fubmiffive 
difpofition, inftead of procuring a mitigation of the rigours, was made ufe of as 
an argument for continuing the fame meafures, which by their vigour had enforced 
fo prompt an obedience. The King, however, was difgufted with the violence 
of Middleton*; and he made Rothes commiffioner in his place. This nobleman 
was already prefident of the council; and foon after was made lord keeper and 
treafurer. Lauderdale ftill continued fecretary of ftate, and commonly refided at 


London. 

Arrairs remained in a peaceable fituation, till the fevere law was made in Eng- 
land againft conventicles +. The Scotch Parliament imitated that violence, by 
paffing a like act. The King appointed a kind of high-commiffion-court, for exe- 
cuting this rigorous law, and for the direction of ecclefiaftical affairs. But even 
this court, illegal as it might be efteemed, was much preferable to the method 


next adopted. Military: force was let loofe by the council. ‘Wherever the people 


had generally forfaken their churches, the guards were quartered thro’ the country. 
Sir James Turner commanded them, a man whofe natural ferocity of temper was 
often inflamed by the ufe of {trong liquors. He went about the country, and re- 
ceived from the minifters lifts: of thofe who abfented themfelves from church, or 
were fuppofed to frequent conventicles, Without any proof or legal conviction, 
he demanded a fine from them, and quartered foldiers on the fuppofed delinquents 
till he received payment.. As an infurrection was dreaded during the Dutch war, 
new forces were levyed, and entrufted to the command of Dalziel and Drum- 
snond ; two officers, who had ferved the King during the civil wars, and had af- 


; terwards: 
* Burnet, p. 202, + 1664. 


Chap. I.. 
1668. 








= 


eT 
190 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


terwards retired to Mufcovy, where they had encreafed the native cruelty of their 
difpoftion. A full career was given to their, tyranny by the Scotch tiniftry. 
Reprefentations were made to the King againft thefe enormities, He feemed 
touched with the ftate of the country; and befides giving orders, that the eccle- 
fiattical commifiion fhould be difcontinued,. he fignifyed his opinion, that another 
way of proceeding was neceflary to his fervice *. 

Tuts lenity of the King’s came too late to remedy the diforders. . The people, 
inflamed with bigotry, and irritated by ill ufage, rofe in,arms. They. were infti- 
gated by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They furprized’Turner in Dum- 
fries, and refolved to have put him to death; but fading, that his orders, which 
fell into their hands, were more violent than his execution of them, they {pared. 
his life, At Laneric, after many prayers, they renewed the covenant, and fet out 
their manifefto; where they profefled all fubmiffion to the King : They. defired 
only the reftoration of Prefbytery and of their former minifters. As many gen- 
tlemen of their party had been confined on fufpicion ; Wallace and Learmont, 
two officers, who had ferved, but in no high rank, were entrufted with the com- 
mand. Their force exceeded not two thoufand men; and tho’ the whole country 


bore them great favour, men’s fpirits were fo fubducd, that the rebels could expect 


no farther acceffion of numbers. Dalziel took the field to oppofe their motions. 


Their number was now diminifhed to $00; and thefe, having advanced near Edin- 
burgh, attempted to find their way back into. the welt by Pentland Hills. They 
were attacked by the King’s forcest, Finding that they could not efcape, they 
{topped their march. Their minifters endeavoured to infufe courage into them. 
After finging fome pfalms, they turned on the enemy; and being affifted by the ad- 


‘wantage of the ground, they received the firft charge very refolutely. But that was 


all the action: Immediately, they loft order, and fled for their lives. About forty 
were killed on the fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken prifoners. The reft, fa- 
voured by the night, and by the wearinefs, and even by the pity of the King’s troops, 
made their efcape. 

tue oppreffion which thefe people had fuffered, the delufions under which they 
laboured, and their inoffenfive behaviour during the infurreétion, made them the ob- 
jects of compafiion : Yet were the King’s minifters, particularly Sharp, refolute 
to take fevere vengeance. Ten were hanged on one gibbet at Edinburgh: Thirty- 
five before their own doors in different places. Thefe criminals might all have 
fayed their lives, if they would have renounced the covenant. The executions were. 
going on, when the King put a ftop to them. He faid, that blood enough had 
already been fhed; and he wrote a letter, where. he ordered, that fuch of the 


prifoners, 
* Burnet, p. 213. + 28th of November, 1666, 
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prifoners, as fhould-fimply promife to obey the laws fer the future, fhould be fet 
at liberty, and that the incorrigible fhould be fent to the plantations *. °Thi 


4 , 

: f 2 
& iii 

? 


was brought by Burnet, archbifhop of Glafgow ; but not being immediatel: 


: 


hivered to the council by Sharp, the prefident +, one Maccail, had in the interya! 


Lia 


been put to the torture, under which he expired. He feemed to die in a triumph 
of joy. ** Farewel fun, moon, and ftars ; farewel world and time; farewe!l weak 
** and frail body : Welcome eternity, welcome angels and faints, welcome Saviou: 
‘* of the world, and welcome God, the judge of all!’? Such were his lat words - 
And thefe animated fpeeches he uttered with a voice and manner, which ftruck a! 


qi 
the byftanders with aftonifhment. 


Tue fettlement of Ireland after the reftoration was a work of much oreater diffi- A! 


culty than that of England or of Scotland. Not only the power, during the former 
ufurpations, had there been vefted in the King’s enemies: The whole property, in 


~~ 


a manner, of the kingdom had been changed; and it became neceffary to redre{s,, 


but with as little violence as poffible, many grievous hardfhips and Iniquitics, 
which were there complained of. 

Tue Irifh Catholics had in 1648 concluded a treaty with Ormond, the King’s 
lieutenant ; where they had ftipulated pardon for their paft rebellion, and had en 
gaged under certain conditions to affift the royal caufe: And tho’ the violence of 
the priefts and the bigotry of the people had prevented, in a great meafure, the exe- 
cution of this treaty ; yet were there many, who, having ftriétly, at the hazard 
of their lives, adhered to it, feemed on that account well entitled to reap the fruits 
of their loyalty. Cromwel, having without diftinétion expelled all the native Irith 
from the three provinces of Munfter, Leinfter, and Ulfter, had confined them to 
Connaught and thecounty of Clare; andamong thofe who had thus been forfeited, 
were many whofe innocence was altogether unqueitionable. Several Proteftants 
likewife, and Ormond among the reft, had all along oppofed the Irifh rebellion ; 
yet having afterwards embraced the King’s caufe againft the Parliament, they were 
all of them forfeited by the Proteétor. And there were many officers, who had, 
from the commencement of the infurrection, ferved in Ireland, and who, becaufe 
they would not defert the King, had been refufed all their arrears by the Englifh 
Commonwealth, 

To all thefe unhappy fufferers fome juftice feermed to be due: But the difficulty 
was to find the means of redreffing fuch great and extenfive iniquities. Almoft alt 
the valuable parts of Ireland had been meafured out and divided, either to the ad- 
venturers, who had lent money to the Parliament for the fuppreffion of the Irith 
rebellion, or to the foldiers, who had received land in liew of their arrears: Thefe 

could 
* Burnet, p. 237% + Wodrow’s Hiftory, vol, i, p. 255. 
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could not bedifpoffefied, becaufe they were the moft powerful and only armed part 
of Ireland; becaufe it was requifite to favour them, in order to fupport the Englith 
and Proteftant intereft in that kingdom; and becaufe they had generally, with a 
feeming zeal and alacrity, concurred in the King’s reftoration. The King, there- 
fore, iffued a proclamation; where he promifed to maintain their fettlement, and 
at the fame time engaged to give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There was a 
large quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland ; and from this and fome other : 
funds, it was thought poffible for the King to fulfill both thefe engagements. 

A courT OF cLAIms waserected, confifting altogether of Englifh commiffioners, 
who had no connexion with any of the parties, into which Ireland was divided. 
Before thefe, were laid four thoufand claims of perfons defiring reftitution on ac- 
count of their innocence; and the commiffioners had found leizure to examine only 
fix hundred. It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to be reftored, the funds, 
whence the adventurers and foldiers muft get reprizals, would fall extremely thort 
of giving them any tolerable fatisfa¢tion, A great alarm and anxiety feized all 
ranks of men: The hopes and fears of every party were excited: Thefe eagerly 


erafped at recovering their paternal inheritance : Thofe were refolute to maintain 
their new acquifitions. 


Tue duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant, being the only perfon, whofe 
prudence and juftice could compofe fuch jarring interefts. A Par.iament was 
affembled at Dublin; and as the Lower Houfe was almoft entirely chofen by the 
foldiers and adventurers, who ftill kept pofieffion, it was extremely favourable to 
that intereft. The Houfe of Peers fhowed greater impartiality. 


An infurrection was projected, together with a furprizal of the caftle of Dublin, 
by fome of the difbanded foldiers; but this defign was happily defeated by the vigi- 
lance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punifhed. Blood, the moft defperate 
of them, efcaped into England. 


Burt affairs could not long remain in the confufion and uncertainty, in which 
they were placed. All parties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their preten- 
fions, in order to attain fome ftability ; and Ormond interpofed his authority to 
that purpofe. The foldiers and adventurers agreed to relinquifh a third part of 
their poficfions ; and as they had purchafed their lands at very low prices, they 
had reafon to think themfelves extremely favoured by this compofition. All the per- 
fons, forfeited on account of their adherence to the King, were reftored ; and fome 
of the innocent Irifh. It was a hard fituation, that a man was obliged to prove 
himfelf innocent, in order to recover pofleffion of the eftate, which he and his an- 
ceftor had ever enjoyed : But the hardfhip was augmented, by the difficult condi- 
tions annexed to this proof. Ifthe perfon had ever lived in the quarters of the rebels, 


he 
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he was not admitted to plead his innocence and he was, for that reafon alone, fup- 
pofed to have been a rebel. The enormous guilt of the Irifh nation made men over- 
look the more willingly any iniquity, which might fall on individuals; and tho’ ic 
be always the intereft of all good government to prevent injuftice, it is not always 
poffible to remedy it, after it has had a long courfe, and has been attended with 
great fucceffes. 

InELAND began to attain a {tate of fome compofure, when it was difturbed by 
avery violent act, paffed by the Englith Parliament, which prohibited the impor- 
tation of [rith cattle into England *. Ormond remonftrated {trongly againft this 
law. He faid, that the prefent trade, carried on betwixt England and i Ire! and, was 
extremely to the advantage of the former kingdom, which received only provifions 


or rude materials, and fent back in return every fpecies of manufacture: That if 


the cattle of Ireland were prohibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no other 
commodity by which they could pay England for their importations, and mutt 


have recourfe to other nations for a fupply : That the induftrious inhabitants of 


England, if deprived of Irifh provifions, which made living cheap, would be 
obliged to augment the price of Jabour, and thereby render their manufactures too 
dear to be exported to foreign markets : That the lazy inhabitants of Ireland, find- 
ing provifions fall almoft to nothing, would never be induced to labour, but would 
perpetuate to all generations their native floth and barbarifm: That by cutting off 
almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms, all the natural bands of union were 
diffolved, and nothing remained to keep the Irifh to their duty but force and yio- 
lence : And that by. reducing that kingdom to extreme poverty, it would be even 
rendered incapable of maintaining that military power, by which, during its well 
grounded difcontents, it muft neceffarily be retained in fubjection, 

Tue King was fo convinced of the juftnefs of thefe reafons, that he ufea all his 
intereft to oppofe the bill; and he openly declared, that he could not give his afient 
to it with a fafe cotilaniee But the Commons were refolute in their purpofe. 
The rents of England had fallen of late years, which had been afcribed eerees to 
the importation of Irifh cattle : Some intrigues had contributed to inflame that pre- 

judice, particularly thofe of Buckingham and Afhley, who were defirous bt siving 
Onan difturbance in his government: And the fpirit of tyranny, of which na- 
tions are as pepe as Nacdaiats, had animate] the Enelifh extremely to exert 
their fuperiority over their dependant ftate. No affair could be conducte d with greater 
violence th an this was by the Commons. They even went fo far in the pceatsbte of the 
bill as to declare the importation of Irith cattle to be a zuffance.. By this expreffion, 
they both gave fcope to their paffion, and barred the King's prerogative, by which 
Vor. ll. Cec he 
* In 1656. 
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he might think himfelf entitled to difpenfe with a law, fo full of injuftice and bad 
policy. ‘The Lords expunged the word; but as the King was fenfible, that’no 
fupply would be given by the Commons, unlefs they were gratified in all their 
prejudices, he was obliged both to employ his intereft with the peers for making 
the bill pafs, and to give the royal affent to it. He could not, however, forbear 
exprefling his difpleafure at the jealoufy entertained againft him, and at the inten- 
tion, which the Commons difcovered of retrenching his prerogative. 
Turis law brought great diftrefs for fome time upon Ireland ; but it has occa- 
fioned their applying with greater induftry to manufactures, and has proved in 
the iffue beneficial to that kingdom. 
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IN CE the reftoration, England was ina condition, which had never been ex- 
perienced in any former period of her government, and which feemed the only 
one, that could fully enfure her happinefs and her liberty : —The King was in con- 
tinual want of fupport from the Parliament; and he feemed willing to accommo- 
date himfelf to that dependent fituation. Inftead of reviving thofe claims of prero- 
gative, fo ftrenuoufly infifted on by his father and grandfather, he had ftriétly con- 
fined himfelf within the limits of law, and had courted, by every art of popularity, 
the affections of his fubjects. Even the feverities, however blameable, which he 
had 
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had been forced to exercife againft Nonconformifts, are to be confidered as ex- 
pedients, by which he ftrove to ingratiate himfelf with that party, which predomi- 
nated in Parliament. But notwithftanding thefe promifing appearances, there were 
many circumftances, which kept the government from refting fteddily on that bot- 
tom, on which it was placed. The Crown having loft almoft all its antient demefnes, 
relied entirely on voluntary grants of the people ; and the Commons, not fully ac- 
cuftomed to this new fituation, were not difpofed to fupply with fufficieat liberality 
the neceffities of the Crown. They imitated too ftrictly the example of their pre- 
deceffors in a rigid frugality of public money ; and neither fufficiently confidered 
the indigent fituation of the Prince, nor the general {tate of Europe, where every 
nation, by its encreafe both of magnificence and force, had made great additions 
to all public expences. Some confiderable fums, indeed, were beftowed on Charles, 
and the patriots of that age, tenacious of antient maxims, loudly upbraided the 
Commons with prodigality : But if we may judge by the example of a later period, 
when the government has become more regular, and the harmony of the parts has 
been more happily adjufted, the Parliaments of this reign feem rather to have merit- 
ed a contrary reproach. 


Tue natural confequence of the poverty of the Crown was, befides feeble irregular 
tranfactions in foreign affairs, a continual uncertainty in its domeftic adminiftration. 
No-one could anfwer with any tolerable affurance for the meafures of the Houfe of 
Commons. Few of the members were attached to the Court by any other band than 
that of inclination. Royalifts indeed in their principles, but unexperienced in bufi- 
nefs, they lay expofed to every rumour or infinuation; and were driven by momen- 
tary gufts or currents, no lefs than the populace themfelves. Even the attempts 
made to gain an afcendant over them, by offices, and, as ’tis believed, by bribes 
and penfions, were apt to Operate in a manner contrary to what was intended by 
the minifters. The novelty of the practice conveyed a general, and indeed a juft, 
alarm ; while at the fame time, the poverty of the Crown rendered this influence 
very limited and precarious. 


Tue character of Charles was ill fitted to remedy thofe defects in the conftitu- 
tion. He acted in the adminiftration of public affairs, as if government weré a 
paftime, rather than a ferious occupation ; and by the uncertainty of his conduct, 
he loft that authority, which could alone beftow conftancy on the fluctuating refo- 
lutions of the Parliament. His expences too, which always exceeded the proper 
bounds, were direéted more by inclination than by policy ; and at the fame 
time, that they rendered him continually dependant on the Parliament, they were 
not calculated fo as fully to fatisfy either the interefted or difinterefted part of that 


aflembly. 
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Chap. IH. "Tie Parliament met after a long adjournment; and the King promifed himfelf 


1668. ; : . 
Sth of Febru. every thing from the attachment of the Commons. All his late meafures had been 


ay. calculated to acquire the goodwill of his people; and above all, the triple league, 
ia 2 hoped, would be able to efface all the impreffions left by the unhappy con- 


clufion of the Dutch war. But anew attempt made by the court, and a very laud- 


able one too, loft him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endeavours. Buckingham, 
who was in great favour with the King, and carried on many intrigues among the 


Commons, had alfo endeavoured to fupport connexions with the Nonconformiftss. 


and he now formed a fcheme, together with the lord keeper, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, 


and Sir Mathew Hale, chief juftice, two worthy patriots, to put an end to thofe: 


feverities, under which thefe religionifts had fo long laboured. It was propofed to 
reconcile the Prefbyterians by a comprehenfion, and to grant a toleration to the 


Independants and other fectaries. Favour feems not, by this feheme, as by others. 


embraced during the prefent reign, to have been intended the Catholics : Yet were 


the zea'ous Commons fo difgufted, that they could not be prevailed on even to. 


give the King thanks for the triple league, however laudable that meafure was 
then, and has ever fince been efteemed. ‘They immediately voted an addrefs for a pro- 


clamation againit conventicles. “Their requeft was complied with; but as the King. 


{till dropped fome hints of his defire to reconcile his proteftant fubjects, the Com- 
mons pafied a very unufual-vote, that no man fhould bring into the Houfe any bill 
of that nature. The King in vain re-iterated his follicitations for fupply, repre- 


fented the neceflity of equipping a fleet, and even offered, that the money which. 
they fhould grant, fhould be colleéted and iffued for that purpofe by commiffioners: 


appointed by the Houfe. Inftead of compliance, the Commons voted an enquiry 


into all the mifcarriages during the late war; the flackening fail after the Duke’s. 


victory from falfe orders delivered by Brounker, the mifcarriage at Berghen, the 
divifion of the fleet under Prince Rupert.and Albemarle, the difgrace at Chatham. 
Brounker was expelled the Houfe, and ordered:to be impeached. -Commiffioner 
Pet, who had neglected orders for the fecurity of Chatham, met with the fame fate, 
Thefe impeachments were never profecuted. . The Houfe at laft, having been in- 
dulged in all their prejudices, were prevailed with to vote the King three hundred 
and ten thoufand pounds, by an impofition on wine and other liquors ;.after which 
11th of May. they were adjourned, 


Besipes the ill humour of the Commons againft the tolerating maxims of the 
Court, public bufinefs was fomewhat retarded this feffion by a quarrel betwixt the 
two Houfes, Skinner, a rich merchant in London, having received fome injuries 
from the Eaft India Company, laid the matter by petition before the Houle of 
Lords, by whom he was relieved in cofts and damages to the amount of five thoufand 

pounds, 
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pounds. The Commons voted, that the Lords, in taking cognizance of this affair, Chap. IITs 
originally, without any appeal from inferior courts, had ated ina manner not aeree- ee 
able to the laws of the land, and tending to deprive the fubject of the right, eafe 
and benefit, due to him by thefe laws; and that Skinner, in profecuting the fuit, 
had infringed the privileges of the Commons: For which offence, nes ordered 
him to be taken into the cuftody of the ferjeant atarms. Some conferences enfued 
between the Houfes ; where the Lords were tenacious of their right of judicature, 
and maintained, that the method, in which they had exercifed it was quite regular. 
The Commons rofe into a great ferment ; and went fo far as to vote, that ** who- 
“© ever fhould be aiding or affifting in putting in execution the order or fentence of 
‘¢ the Houfe of Lords, in the cafe of Skinner againft the Kaft India C OMPARYs 

fhall be deemed a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the Commons of En 
‘¢ and an infringer of the privileges of the Houfe of Commons.” ‘They ri an 
judged, that it would not be eafy, after this vote, to find any one, who snake 
venture on-their indignation. The proceedings indeed of the Lords feem in this 
cafe to have been unufual and without precedent. 


Tue King’s neceffities obliged him again to aflemble the Parliament, who fhowed _,g¢,, 
fome difpofition to relieve him. The. price, however, which he mutt pay for this roth of O&o=, 
indulgence, was his yielding to laws againft conventicles, His complaifance in this = 
particular contributed more to gain the Commons, than all the pompous pretexts 
of fupporting the tripie alliance, that popular meatfure, by which he expected to 
make fuch advantage. The quarrel betwixt the two Houfes was revived ; and as 
the Commons had voted only four hundred thoufand pounds, with which the King 
was not fatisfied, he thought proper, before they had carried their vote into a law, to 
prorogue them. The only bufinefs finifhed this fhort feffion was the receiving the ,.4, o¢ Dee 
report of the committee appointed for examining the public accounts. On the firft cember 
infpection of this report, there appears a vaft fum, no lefs than a million and a half, 
unaccounted for ; and the natural inference is, that the King had very much abufed 
the truft repofed in him by Parliament. But a more accurate infpection of parti- 
culars ferves, in a great meafure, to remove this imputation. The King Rp 
went fo far-as to tell the Parliament from the throne, ** That he had fully informed 
‘¢ himfelf of that matter, and did affirm, that no part of thofe monies, which they 
“¢ had given him, had been diverted to other ufes, but on the contrary, befides 
‘¢-all thofe fupplies, a very great fum had been raifed.out of his ftanding revenue 
*¢ and credit, and a very great debt contracted; and all for the war.” Tho’ artifi- 
cial pretexts have often been employed by Kings in their fpeeches to Parliament, 
and by none more than Charles, it is fomewhat difficult to fufpect him of a direct 

lye 


, 





0 re 


i 
i { 
i 
I 
\ 
ita } 
i | 
He 
We , 
i] 
' . 
ty Nf 
WA 
it at 
a] von 
tt bed 
Wn i 
i eae 
EAH { 
1H a ie 
BI I j 
| 
ui 
: 
' 
HL Bl 
i 
HB est), 
hy: 
1 Ve 
1 
: a « 
ie 
! i} 
Hi} 
ey qi 
i 
4 ih 
ny \ +] | 
on 
|W iy} 
; iit! 
He 
iva 
H 
ul 
; oe 
1) tn 
J LA 
1f]| ni 
} 
a a i} 
i, ) 
i Tae 
i 4 
i Wy 
i ee WY 
AON a 
tnt fH 4) 
() se 
I iit 
q 
i] r 
\ ; 
() 4 
' 4 
Hay Mae 
i oy Ute 
ante) 
He 
hae 
} ft 
4) 1) - 
wae | 
mit Wat 
Hu! aA 
A 
i 
Wiha 
HPT 
Hi 
iH! 
, 





Chap. III. 


1669, 


16 70. 
zAth of Fe- 
bruary. 


a 
aft 


198 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


lye and falfhood. He muft have had fome reafons, and perhaps not unplaufible 
ones, for this affirmation, of which all his hearers, as they had the accounts lying 
before them, were at that time very competent judges *. , 

Tue method which all Parliaments had hitherto followed, was to vote a parti- 
cular fum for the fupply, without any diftinction or appropriation for particular 
fervices. So long as the demands of the Crown were only {mall and cafual, no 
great inconveniencies arofe from this practice. But as the whole meafures of 
government were now changed, it muft be confefled, that, if the King madea 
juft application of public money, this inaccurate method of proceeding, by ex- 
pofing him to fufpicions, was very prejudicial to him. If he was inclined to ac& 
otherwife, it was equally hurtful to the people. For thefe reafons, a contrary 
practice, during all the late reigns, has conftantly béen followed by the Commons. 


WHEN the Parliament met after the prorogation, they entered anew upon the 
bufinefs of the fupply, and granted the King an additional duty, during eight years, 
of twelve pounds on each tun of Spanifh wine, eight on each tun of French. 
A. law was alfo paffed empowering him to fell the fee farm rents; the laft remains 
of the demefnes by which the antient Kings of England had been fupported. 
By this expedient he obtained fome fupply for his prefent neceffities, but left the 
Crown, if poffible, ftill more dependant than before. How much money might 
be raifed by thefe fales is uncertain ; but it could not be near one million eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, the fum affigned by fome writers +. 


Tue ac again{t conventicles paffed, and received the royal affent. It bears the 
appearance of mitigating the former perfecuting laws ; but if we may judge by the 
fpirit, which had broke out almoft every feffion during this Parliament, it was not 


intended © 


* The abftra& of the report of the Brook-honfe committee (fo that committee was called) was firft. 
publifhed by Mr. Ralph, vol. i. p. 177, from lord Hallifax’s Colle&tions, to which I refer. If we. 
perufe their apology, which we find in the fubfequent page of the fame author, we fhall find, that they 
acted with fome malignity towards the King. ‘They would take notice of no fervices performed be- 
fore the 1ft of September, 1664. But all the King’s preparations preceded that date, and, as chan- 
cellor Clarendon told the Parliament, amounted to eight hundred thoufand pounds; and the compu- 
tation is very probable. ‘This fum, therefore, muft be added. ‘The committee likewife charged feven 
hundred thoufand pounds to the King on account of the winter and fummer guards, faved during two 
years and ten months that the war lafted. But this feems iniquitous. For tho’ that was an ufual burthen 
on the revenue, which was then faved; would not the diminution of the cuftoms during the war be an 
equivalent to it? Befides, near three hundred and forty thoufand pounds are charged for prize-money, 
which perhaps the King thought he ought not to account for. ‘Thefe fums exceed the million and g 
half. 

{+ Mr. Carte, in his Vindication of the Anfwer to the Byftander, p. 99, fays, that the fale of the 
fee farm rents would not yield above one hundred thoufand pounds ; and his reafons appear well founded. 
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intended as any favour tothe Nonconformifts, ’ T'was probably found by experience, Chap. III. 
that laws over rigid and fevere could not be executed. By this ac the hearer ina 1670. 
conventicle, (that 1s, in a diffenting aflembly, where more than five were prefent 
befides the family) was fined five fhillings for the firft offence, ten for the fecond ;.‘ 
the preacher twenty pounds for the firft offence, forty for the fecond. The perfon, 
in whofe houfe the conventicle met, forfeited a like fum with the preacher. One 
claufe is very remarkable ; that, if any difpute fhould arife with regard to the in- 
terpretation of any part of the act, the judges fhould always explain the doubt in 
the fenfe leaft favourable to conventicles, it being the intention of the Parliament 
entirely to fupprefs them. Such was.the zeal of the Commons, that they violated 
the plaineft and moft eftablifhed maxims of civil] policy, which require, that, in 
all criminal profecutions, favour fhould always be given to the prifoner. 

Tue affair of Skinner fill remained a ground of quarrel betwixt the two Houfes; 
but the King prevailed with the Peers to accept of the expedient propofed by the 
Commons, that a general razure fhould be made of all the tranfactions with regard 
to that difputed queftion. 

Some attempts were made by the King to effectuate a union betwixt England and 
Scotland : But they were too feeble to remove all the difficulties, which obftructed 
that ufeful and important undertaking. Commiffioners were appointed to. meet, in 
order to regulate the conditions: But the defign, chiefly by the intrigues of Lau- 
derdale, foon after came to nothing. 

Tuer Kine, about this time, began frequently to attend the debates of the Houfe 
of Peers. He faid, that they amufed him, and that he found thém no lefs enter- 
taining thana play. But deeper defigns were fufpected. As he feemed to intereft 
himfelf extremely in the caufe of lord Roos, who, on account of adultery, had ob- 
tained a divorce from his wife, and applied to Parliament for leave to marry again ; 
people imagined, that Charles propofed to make a precedent of the cafe, and that 
fome other pretext would be found for getting rid of the queen. Many propofals 
to this purpofe, it is faid, were made by Buckingham: But the King, however lit- 
tle ferupulous in fome refpects, was incapable of any action, harfh or barbarous ; 
and he always rejected with horror all fchemes of this nature. A fufpicion however 
of fuch intentions, it was obferved, had, at this time, begot a coldnefs betwixt 
the two brothers, 

We now come to a period, when the King’s councils, which had hitherto, in 
the main, been good, tho’ negligent and fluctuating, became, during fome time; 
remarkably bad, oreven criminal; and breeding incurable jealoufies in all men, 
were followed by fuch confequences as had almoft terminated ih the ruin both of 


prince and people. Happily the fame negligence ftill attended him, and, as it had 
leflened 





ey 
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Chap. HI. _Jeffened the influence of the cood; ic alfo diminifhed the effet of the bad meafures, 
1070; swlehe he embraced. 7 
Ir was generally remarked, that the committee of council, eftablifhed for foreign 
affairs, was entirely changed ; and’that Prince Rupert, the duke of Ormond, fe- 
cretary Trevor, and lord keeper Bridgeman, men tn whofe honour the nation had 
ereat confidence, were never called to any deliberations. The whole fecret was en- 
tiated to five perfons, Clifford, Afhley, Buckingham, Arlington, Lauderdale; - 
the Cabel. “Thefe men were known by. the appellation ef the Cabal, a word which the initial 
letters of their names happened to compote. This incident ferved with the people 
to propagate and) perpetuate that appellation. Never was there a more dangerous 
| miniftry in England, nor one more noted for pernicious councils. 4y 
— charac- J orp Asuuey, foon after known by the name of earl of Shaftefbury, was one 
lies of the moft remarkable characters of the age, and the chief {pring of all the fuc- 
ceeding movements. During his early youth, he had engaged in the late King’s 
party; but being difgufted with fome meafures of Prince Maurice, he foon deferted 
to the Parliament. He infinuated himfelf into the confidence of Cromwel; and 
as he had great influence on the Prefbyterians, he was ferviceable in fupporting the 
authority.of that ufurper. Ide employed the fame credit to promote the reftora= 
tions, and:on that account both deferved and acquired great favour with the King, | 
In all his changes, he ftill maintained the character of never betraying thofe friends 
whom he deferted ; and which ever party he joined, his great capacity and fingulap — 
talents foon gained him their confidence, and enabled him to.take the lead among 
them. Reftlefs, turbulent, faétious; no ftation could fatisfy his ambition, no fa- 
tigues were infuperable to his induftry. Well-acquainted with the blind attach. 
ment of parties, he furmounted all fenfe of fhame: And relying on the fubtilty of 
his contrivances, he was not ftartied with enterprizes, the moft hazardous and moft 
crimina!. His talents, both of public fpeaking and private infinuation, fhone out 
in an eminent degree; and amidttall his furious paffions, he pofleffed a found judge- 
ment.of bufinefs, and ftill more of men. Tho’ fitted by nature for beginning and 
pufhing the greateft undertakings, he was never able to conduct any to a happy pes . 
riod; and bis eminent abilities, byreafon of his infatiable defires, were equally dane 
gerous to himfelf,; tothe Prince, and to the people. 


Tue duke of Buckingham pofiefied all the advantages, which a graceful perfon, 

a high rank, a fplendid fortune, and a lively wit could beftow ;:but by his wild con- 

duct; unreftrained either by prudence or principle, he found means to render him- 

felfin the end odious and even infignificant. The leaft intereft could make him 

abandon his honour ; the fmalleft pleafure could feduce him from his intereft ; the 
‘moft frivolous caprice was fufficient to counterballance his pleafure, By the want of — 

| fecrecy 
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fecrecy and conftancy, he deftroyed his charaéter in public life ; by the contempt Chap. IIL. 
of order and ceconomy, he diffipated his private fortune; by riot and debauchery, 1670. 
he ruined his health; and he remained at laft as incapable of doing hurt, as he had 
ever been little defirous of doing good, to mankind. 

Tue earl, foon after created duke, of Lauderdale, was not defective in natural, 
and itill lefs in acquired, talents; but neither was his addrefs graceful, nor his un- 
derftanding juft. His principles, or, more properly {fpeaking, , his prejudices, 
were obftinate, but unable to reftrain his ambition: His ambition was {till le(s 
dangerous than the tyranny and violence of his temper. An implacable enemy, but 
a lukewarm friend ; infolent to his inferiors, but abject to his fuperiors ; tho? in 
his whole charaéter and deportment, he was almoft diametrically oppofite to the 
King, he had the fortune, beyond any other minifter, to maintain, during the 
greateft part of his reign, an afcendant over him. 


Tue talents of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue had raifed Sir Thomas 
Clifford ; and his daring impetuous {fpirit gave him weight in the King’s councils. 
Of the whole Cabal, Arlington was the leaft dangerous either by his vices or his ta- 
lents. His judgment was found, tho” his capacity was but moderate; and his in- 
tentions were good, tho’ he wanted courage and integrity to perfevere in them. 
Together with Temple and Bridgeman, he had beena great promoter of the triple 
league; but he threw himfelf with equal alacrity into oppofite meafures, when he 
found them agreeable to his mafter. Clifford and he were fecretly Catholics : 
Shaftefbury, tho’ addicted to aftrology, was reckoned a Deitt : Buckingham had 
too little reflection to embrace any fteady principles : Lauderdale had long been a 
bigotted and furious Prefbyterian; and the opinions of that fect {till kept poffeffion 
of his mind, however little they appeared in his. condué. 

Tue dark councils of the Cabal, tho’ from the firft they gave anxiety to all men 7y,.:, 


* coun- 
of reflection, were not thorowly known but by the event. Thefe feem to have been cus. 

the views, which they fuggefted to the King and the Duke, and which thefe Princes 

too greedily embraced. They faid, that the Parliament, tho’ the fpirit of party, 

for the prefent, attached them to the Crown, were ftill more attached to thoie 

powers and privileges, which their predeceflors had ufurped from the Sovereign : 

That after the firft flow of kindnefs, they. had difcovered fymptoms of difcontent ; 

and would be fure to turn againft the King all the authority which they yet retained, 

and {till more thofe-pretenfions which it was eafy for them in a moment to revive: 

That they not only kept the King in dependance by means of his precarious reve- 

thofe temporary fup- 
plies, which they granted him: That it was time for the Prince-to rouze himielf 
from his lethargy, and to recover that authority, which his predeceffors, during 


Vor. Il. Dd {0 


nue, but had! never difcovered a fuitable generofity, even in 
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aone, fo generous a Prince, and by blood fo nearly allied to the King, would be 


be made on that opulent republic: That in fuch a fituation, attempts to recover 
the loft authority of the Crown would be attended with fuccefs; nor would any 
lare to refift a Prince, fortified by fo powerful an alliance; or if they did, they 
would only draw more certain ruin on themfelves andon their caufe: And that by 
‘ubduing the States, a great ftep would be taken towards advancing a reformation 
of the government; fince it was apparent, that that republic, by its fame and. gran- 
Jeur, fortified, in his factious fubjects, their attachment to.what they vainly called 
their civil and religious liberties. | i 


Turse fuggeftions happened fatally to concur with all the inclinations and pre- 


judices of the King ; his defire. of more extenfive authority, his propenfity to the 
Catholic religion, his avidity for money. He feems likewife, from the very begin- 
ning of his reign, to have entertained great jealoufy of his own fubjects, and, on 
that account, a defire of fortifying himfelf by an intimate alliance with France. So 
early as 1664, he had offered the French Monarch to allow him without oppofition 
to conquer Flanders, provided that Prince would engage to furnifh him with ten 
thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number of cavalry, in cafe of any rebellion in 
England*, As no dangerous fymptoms at that time difcovered themfelves, we 


are left to conjecture, from this incident, what opinion Charles had conceived of 
the factious difpofition of his people. , 


Even. during the time, when the triple alliance was moft zealoufly cultivated, 
the King never feems to have been entirely cordial in thofe falutary meafures, but 
ftill to have caft a longing eye towards the French alliance. Clifford, who had 


much 


* D Eftrades, 21 ft of July, 1667. 
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much of his confidence, faid imprudently, “* Notwithf{tanding all this joy, 
mutt have a fecond war with Holland.” Theacceffion of the emperor t that 
alliance had been refufed by England on very frivolous pretences. And mary un- 
friendly cavils were raifed againft the States with regard to Surinam and the ¢mdué 
of the Eaft India Company. But about April 1669, the ftrongett Ba Al 
peared of thofe fatal meafures, which were afterwards more openly purfued. 


De Wir, at that time, came to Temple; and told him, that he payed him a 
vifit as a friend, nota minifter. The occafion was to acquaint him with'a conver- 
fation which he had lately had with Puffendorf, the Swedith agent, who hadpafied 
by the Hague in the way from Paris to his own country. The French mintfters, 
Puffindort : faid, had taken much pains to perfwade hint, that the Swedes vould 
find their account very ill in thofe meafures, which they had lately embraced: That 
Spain would fail them in all her promifes of fubfidies ; nor would Hol! ereetae 
be able to fupport them: That England would certainly fail them. and had-al- 
ready adopted councils directly oppofite to thofe which by the triple league fle had 
bound herfelf to purfue: And that the refolution was not the lefs fixed ani cer- 
tain, that the fecret was as yet communicated to very few either in the Frerch or 
Englifh court. When Puffendorf feemed incredulous, Turenne fhowed hima let- 
ter from Colbert de Croifly, the French minifter at London ; where, after meition- 
ing the fuccefs of his negotiations, and the favourable difpofition of the chief mini- 
fters there, he added ; ** And I have at laft made them fenfible of the whole extent 
‘* of his Majefty’s liberality *.” - From this incident, it appears, that the infamous 
practice of felling themfelves to foreign Princes, a practice, which, notwithftaidine 
the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly very raré among men in high office, h ad 
not been ferupled by Charles’s minitters. 


Bur the King’s refolutions feem never to have been entirely fixed, till thevifie, 
which he received from his fifter, the dutchels of Orleans. Lewis, knowing the 
addrefs and infinuation of that amiable Princefs, and the great influe — which fhe 
had obtained over her brother, had engaged her to emp! oy all her good offies, in 
order to detach England from the triple league, whieh I he knew, had fixed fuch 
an unfurmountable barrier to his ambition. That a might the better coventhis 
negotiation, he pretended to vifit his frontiers, particularly the ereat works, vhich 


he had undertaken at Dunkirk; and he ee, the Queen and the ¢ elielohabak 
along with him. While heremained on the oppofite fhore, the dutchefS of Oilean 


ct 


went over into England; and Charles met her at Dover, where they pafied tenday 
together in great mirth and feftivity. By her-artifices and carefles, fhe»prevailed on 
Charles to relinquifh the moft fettled maxims of honour and policy, and to finih his 
Dd2 engacenents 
ws J 
* Temple, Vol, ii. p. 179, 
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engagements with Lewis for the deftruétion of Holland. No particular articles 
feem here to have been figned, or even agreed upon. Neither of the Princes had 
the leaft claims on that republic; and they could therefore regulate their preten- 
fions only by the future fuccels oftheirarms, And as tothe fcheme, which Charles 
is with fo good reafon fuppofed to have entertained, of employing the French 
power, or at leaft the terror of it, for enlarging his authority at home; it was of 
fuch a nature as muft depend upon incidents, and, for the prefent, it fufficed, if he 
conjoined his interefts intimately with France, and obtained general aflurances, 
of fupport, in cafe of any oppofition or infurrection. 

Bur Lewis well knew Charles’s character, and the ufual fluctuation of his coun- 
cils. In order to fix him in the French interefts, he refolved to bind him by the 
tyes of pleafure, the only ones which with him were irrefiftible ; and he made him. 
a prefent of a French miftrefs, by whofe means, he hoped, for the future, to gO- 
vern him. The dutchefs of Orleans brought with her a young lady of the name 
of Queroiiaille, whom the King carried to London, and foon after created dutchels 
of Portfmouth. He was extremely attached to her during the whole courfe of 
his life; and fhe proved a great means of fupporting his connexions with her na- 
tive country. Tis impoffible but his quick difcernment muft have perceived the 
fcope of all thefe artifices; but he was too much a flave to pleaiure ever to defend 
himfelf againft its prefent allurements. 


Tue fatisfaétion, which Charles reaped from his new alliance, received a great 
check by the death of his fifter, and ftill more by thofe melancholy circumiftances 
which attended it. Her death was fudden, after a few days illnefs; and fhe was 
feized with the malady upon drinking a glafs of fuccory-water. Strong fufpicions 
of poifon arofe in the court of France, and fpread all over Europes and as her huf- 
band had difcovered many fymptoms of jealoufy and difcontent on account of her 


-conduét, he was univerfally believed to be the author of that crime. Charles him- 


felf, during fome time, was entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving the 
atteftation of phyficians, who, on opening her body, found no foundation for the 


general rumour, he was or pretended to be fatisfied. The duke of Orleans in- 


deed did never, in any other circumftance of his life, betray fuch difpofitions as 
might lead him to fo criminal an action ; and a lady, it is faid, drank the remains 
of the fame glafs, without feeling any inconvenience. The fudden death of Princes 
is commonly accompanied with thefe difmal furmifes ; and therefore lefs weight is 
in this cafe to be laid on the fufpicions of the public. 

Cuarves, inftead of breaking with France upon this incident, took advantage of 
it to fend over Buckingham, under pretence of condoling with the duke ot Orleans, 
but in reality to concert farther meafures for the projected war. Never ambaflador 

received 


ae 
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received greater carefles. The more deftrudctive the prefent meafures were to th 
interefts of England, the more natural was it for Lewis to load with civilities ar 
even with favours, thofe whom he could engage to promote them. 

Tue journey of Buckingham raifed ftrong fufpicions in Holland, which every 
eircumftance tended {till frshae to confirm. Lewis made a fudden irruption int 
Lorraine ; and tho’ he miffed feizing the duke himfelf, who had no furmize of the 
danger, and who very narrowly efcaped, he was foon able without.refiftance to 
make himfelf mafter of the whole country. The French Monarch was fo far un- 
happy, that, tho’ the moft tempting opportunities offered themfelves, he had not 
commonly fomuch as the pretext of equity and juftice tocover his ambitious meafures. 
This acquifition of Lorraine ought to have excited the jealoufy of the contracting 
powers in the triple league, as much as an invafion of Flandersitielf, yet did Charles 
turn a deaf ear to all remonftrances, which were made him upon that fubject. 


But what tended chiefly to open the eyes of de Wit and the States with regard.to 
the meafures of England, was the fudden recall of Sir Williany Temple... That 
ainifter had fo firmly eftablifhed his character of honour and integrity, that he was 
believed incapable even of obeying his mafter’s commands, in promoting meaturer, 
which he efteemed pernicious to his country ; and fo long as he remained in em- 
ployment, de Wit thought himfelf affured of the fidelity of England. Charles was 
fo fenfible of this prepoffeffion, that he ordered Temple to leave his family at the 
Hague, and pretended that that minifter would immediately return, after having 
conferred with the King about fome bufinefs, where his negotiation had met with 
obftructions. De Wit made the Dutch refident inform the Englifh court, that 
he would confider the recall of Temple as an exprefs declaration of a change of 
meafures in England ; and would even know what interpretation to put upon any 
delay of his return. What adifhonour to the King, that. his own moft folemn 
engagements fhould be fo little trufted; while his fubjeét had acquired fo high a 
reputation, and, on his own account, had obtained the confidence of the neighbour- 
ing nations ! 


Wutite thefe meafures were fecretly in agita ition, the Parliament met, accord= :sth of ¢ 
ing to adjournment. The King made a ve ery fhort fpeech 5 and left the bufinefs to 


be enlarged upon by the keeper. That minifter infifted much on the King’s great 
want of fupply; the mighty encreafe of the nav al power of France, now tiple to 
what it was before the laft war with Holland; the decay of the Englifh navy; the 
neceflity of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail, the obligations, which the King 
lay under by feveral treaties to exert himfelf for the common good of Chriftendom. 
Among other treaties, he mentioned the triple alliance, seat the defenfive leagu 


with chs States, It is certain, that Bridgeman, tho’ he was ‘not admitted into the 
fecrets 
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fecrets of the Cabal, muft have obferved fo many grounds of fufpicion, as fhould 
have kept him from giving fanction to that deceit, which was intended to be put 
upon the Parliament. 

Tue artifice fucceeded. The Houfe of Commons, entirely fatisfied with the 
King’s meafures, voted him confiderable fupplies. A land tax fora year was im- 


_ pofed of a fhilling a pound ; two fhillings a pound on two thirds of the falaries of 


offices ; fifteen fhillings on every hundred pound of bankers’ money and ftock ;. 
an additional excife upon beer for fix years, and certain impofitions upon law pro- 

ceedings for nine years. Ihe Parliament had never before been in a more liberal 

difpofition; and never furely was it lefs merited by the councils of the King and of 

his minifters. 


Tue Commons paffed another bill for laying a duty on tobacco, Scotch falt, 
elafies, and fome other commodities. Againft this bill the merchants of London 
appeared by petition before the Houfe of Lords. The Lords entered into their 
reafons, and began to make amendments on the bill fent up by the Commons. 
This attempt was highly refented by the lower Houfe, as an encroachment on the 
right, which they pretended to poffefs alone, of granting money to the Crown. 
Many remonitrances pafied between the two Houfes; and by their altercations the 
King was obliged to prorogue the Parliament; and he thereby loft the money 
which was intended him. This is the laft time, that the Peers have revived any 
pretenfions of that nature. Ever fince, the privilege of the Commons, in all other 
places except the Houfe of Peers, has paffed for undifputed. 


THERE was a private affair, which during this feffion difoufted the Houfe of 
Commons, and required fome pains to accommodate it. The ufual method — 
of thofe who oppofed the Court in the money bills, was, if they failed in the main 
vote as to the extent of the fupply, to levy the money from fuch funds as they ex- 
pected would be unacceptable or would prove deficient. It was propofed to lay an 
impofition upon playhoufes: The courtiers objected, that the players were the 
King’s fervants, and a part of his pleafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of 
the country party, afked, ‘* whether the King’s pleafure lay among the male or the 
** female players?” This flroke of fatyre was aimed at Charles, who, befides his 
miftrefles of higher quality, entertained at that time two actrefles, Davis and Nell 
Gwin. ‘The King received not the raillery with that good humour, which might 
have been expected. It was faid, that this being the firft time, when refpect to 
Majelty had been publicly violated, it was neceflary, by fome fevere chaftifement, 
to make Coventry an example to all who might incline to tread in his footfteps, 
Sands, Obrian, and fome others of the guards were ordered to way-lay him, and 
to feta mark upon him, He defended himfelf with great bravery, and after 

wounding 
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wounding feveral of the affailants, was with fome difficulty difarmed. ‘They cut Chap. IIT. 
his nofe to the bone, in order, as they faid, to teach him what refpect he owed to ey, 
the King. The Commons were enflamed by this indignity offered to one of their 

members, on account of words fpoke in the Houfe. They pafled a law, where Coventry-a& 
they made it capital to maim any perfon; and they enacted, that thofe criminals, 

who had affaulted Coventry, fhould be incapable of receiving a pardon from the 

Crown. | 


_ Tuere was another private affair, tranfated about this time, by which the King 

was as much expofed to the imputation of a capricious lenity, as he was here blamed 

for unneceffary feverity. Blood, a difbanded officer of the Protector, had been 
engaged in the confpiracy for raifing an infurretion in Ireland; and for this crime 

he himfelf had been attainted, and fome of his accomplices capitally punithed. 

The daring villain meditated a revenge upon Ormond, the lord lieutenant. [Hav- Blood’s 
ing by artifice drawn off the duke’s footmen, he attacked his coach in the night, “?™*~ 
as he drove along St. James’s Streetin London, and made himfelf mafter of his per- 

fon, He might here have finifhed the crime, had he not meditated refinements in 

his vengeance: He was refolved to hang the duke at Tyburn ; and for that purpofe 
bound him, and mounted him on horfeback behind one of his companions. ‘They 

were advanced a good way into the fields; when the duke, making efforts for his 
liberty, threw himfelf to the ground, and brought down with him the affaffin, 

to whom he was tied, They were ftruggling together in the mud; when Ormond’s 
fervants, whom the alarm had reached, came and faved him. Blood and his 
companions, firing their piftols in a hurry at the duke, rode off and faved them- 
felves, by means of the darknefs. 

BuckINGHAM was at firft, with great appearance of reafon, fufpected to be the 
author of the attempt, His profligate character and his enmity againft Ormond, 
expofed him tothisimputation. Offory foon after came to court, and feeing Buck- 
ingham ftand by the King, his colour rofe, and he could not forbear expreffing 
himfelf to this purpofe. ** My lord, I know well, that you are at the bottom of 
“¢ this late attempt upon my father: But I give you warning, if by any means he 
‘© comes to a violent end, I fhal! not be at a lofs to know the author: I fhall confider 
“* you as the affaffin: J fhall treat you as fuch; and wherever I meet you, I fhall 
 niftol you, tho’ you ftood behind the King’s chair ; and I tell it you in his Ma- 
“¢ jefty’s prefence, that you may be fure I fhall not fail of performance*.” If 
there was here any indecorum, it was eafily excufed in a generous youth, when his 
father’s life was expofed to danger. 

A uittLe after, Blood formed a defign of carrying off the Crown and Regalia 
from the Tower ; a defign, to which he was prompted, as well by the furprizing 


boldnefs 
* Carte’s Ormond, vol. i. p. 225; 
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Chap. I. boldaefs of the enterprize as by the views of profit. He was very near fucceeding. 
1871 Fe had bound and wounded Edwards, the keeper of the jewel office ; and had got 
out of the Tower with his prey, but was overtaken and feized, with fome of his 
afociates. One of them was known to have been concerned in the attempt upon 
Ormond ; and Blood was immediately concluded to be the ringleader. When 
afked, he frankly avowed the enterprize; but refufed to tell his accomplices. 
«© The fear of death,”’ he faid, ‘* would never engage him, either todeny a guilt, or 
betray a friend.” All thefe extraordinary circumftances made him the general 
fubject of converfation ; and the King was moved by an idle curiofity to fee andy 
fpeak with a perfon fo noted for his courage and his crimes, Blood might now 
efteem himfelf fecure of pardon; and he wanted not addrefs to improve the op- 
portunity. He told Charles, that he had been engaged, with others, in a defign 
to kill him with a carabine above Batterfea, where his Majefty often went to bathe : 
That the caufe of this refolution was the feverity exercifed over the confciences of 
the godly, in reftraining the liberty of their religious aflemblies: That when he 
had taken his ftand among the reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his 
heart checked with an awe of Majefty ; and not only relented himfeif, but divert- 
ed his affociates from. their purpofe,: That he had long ago brought himfelf to an” 
entire indifference about life, which he now gave for loft ; yet could he not forbear 
warning the King of the danger which might attend his execution : That his affo- 
ciates had bound themfelves together by the ftrifteft oaths to revenge the death of — 
any of their confederacy : And that no. precaution nor power could: fecure any one 
from the effects of their defperate refolutions. 
Wuertuer thefe confiderations excited fear or admiration in the King,. they 
confirmed his refolution of granting a pardon to Blood; but he thought it a re- 
quifite point of decency firft to obtain the duke of Ormond’s,confent. Arlington, 


came to Ormond in the King’s name, and defired that he would not profecute 


Blood, for reafons which he was commanded to.give him. The duke gallantly 
replied, that his Majefty’s commands. were: the only reafon, that could be given, 
and being fufficient, he might therefore fpare the reft. Charles carried his 
kindnefs to Blood itill farther: He granted him an eftate of five hundred pounds 
a year in Ireland ; he encouraged his attendance about his perfon ; he fhowed him 
great countenance, and many applied to him for promoting their pretenfions at 
court. And while old Edwards, who had bravely ventured his life, and had 
been wounded, in defending the Crown and Regalia, was forgotten and neglected, 


this man, who deferved only to be ftared at and detefted as a monfter, became a 
fpecies of favourite. 


~ 
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Errors of this nature in private life, have often as bad an influence as mifcar- © Chap. IIL. 
riages, in which the. public is more immediately concerned. Another incident hap- '°7 
pened this year, which infufed a very general difpleafure, and {till greater appre- 
henfions, into all men. The dutchefs of York died, and in her laft ficknefs, fhe 
made open profeflion of the Romith religion, and finifhed her life in that cymmu- 
nion, This put an end to that thin difguife, which the Duke had hitherto worne ; 
and he now openly declared his attachment to the church of Rome. Unaccoun- p,,. 


ike declares 


table terrors of popery, ever fince the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart, had pre- pimielf Ca- 
vailed thro’out the nation; but thefe had formerly been found fo croundlefs, and eg 
had been employed to fo many bad purpofes, that furmizes of this nature were 
likely to meet with the lefs credit from all men of fenfe ; and nothing but the 
Duke's imprudent bigotry could have convinced the whole nation of his converfion. 
Popery, which had hitherto. been only a hideous fpecter, was now become a real 
ground of terror, being openly and zealoufly embraced by the heir apparent to the 
Crown, a prince of great induftry and enterprize ; while the King himfelf was not 
entirely free from like fufpicions. By means of fuch dangerous attachments, it was 
feared, that thefe Princes were engaged ina kind of confpiracy againft the people, 

and had already, fo far at leaft, embraced a feparate intereft, the foundation of 
many other oblique views and hazardous enterprizes. Nor could it be fuppofed, 

that a nation, who regarded with fuch horror a fyftem of religion, revered by thefe 
Princes as facred and divine, and who feemed determined with the utmoft obfti- 

nacy to oppofe its.re eftablifhment, could be the object of their fincere afeCtion 

and regard. 

Ir is probable, that the new alliance of France infpired the Duke with courage 
to make.open profefiion of his religion, and rendered him more carelefs of the affec- 
tions and efteem of the Englifh. . This alliance became every day more vifible to 
all the world... Temple was declared to be no longer ambaflador to the States ; and 
Downing, whom the Dutch regarded as the inveterate enemy of their republic, was 
fent over in his place, A ground of quarrel] was fought by means of a yatchr, dif- 
patched for lady Temple. The captain failed thro’ the Dutch fleet, which lay on 
their own coafts; and had orders to make them ftrike, to fre on them, and to per- 
fevere till they fhould return his fre. “The Dutch ad miral, Van Ghent, furprized 
at this bravado, came on board the yatcht, and exprefied his willingnefs to pay re- 
{pect to the Britifh flag, according to antient practice: But that a fleet on their own 
coalts fhould ftrike toa fingle veffel, and that not a hip of war, was, he faid, fuch 
an innovation, that he durft not, without exprefs orders, agree to it. The Captain, 
thinking it dangerous to renew firing in the midft of the Dutch fleet, continued his 
voyage; and for this negle& of orders was committed to the Tower. 
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Tuts incident however furnifhed Downing with a new article to encreafe thofe 
vain pretences, on which it was propofed to ground the intended quarrel. The 
Englith court delayed feveral months before they complained; left, if they had de- 
manded fatisfaétion more early, the Dutch might have had time to grant it, Even 
when Downing delivered his memorial, he was bound by his inftructions not to ac- 
cept of any fatisfaction after a certain number of days ;.a very imperious manner 
of negotiating, and impracticable in Holland, where the forms of the republic ren- 
der delays abfolutely unavoidable, An anfwer, however, tho’ refufed by Downing, 
was fent over to London; with an ambaflador extraordinary, who had orders to 
ufe every expedient, which might sive fatisfaction to the court of England. That 
Court replied, that the anfwer of the Hollanders was dark and obfcure ; but they 
would not fpecify the articles or expreffions, which were liable to that objection. - 
The Dutch ambafiador defired the Englifh miniftry to draw the anfwer in what 
terms they pleafed ; and he engaged to fign it: The Englifh miniftry replied, 
that it was not their bufinefs to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambaffador 
brought them the draught of an article, and afked them whether it was fatisfactory: 
The Englith anfwered, that, when he had figned and delivered it, they would tell 
him their mind concerning it. The Dutchman refolved to fign it at a venture; 
and on his demanding a new conference, an hour was appointed for that purpofe. 
But when he attended, the Enelith refufed to enter upon bufinefs, and told him, 
that the feafon for negotiating was now paft*. | Brust 


Lone and frequent prorogations were made of the Parliament ; left the Houkes 
fhould declare themfelves with vigour againft councils, fo oppofite to the inclination 
as well as interefts of the public. Could we fuppofe, that Charles, in his alliance 
againft Holland, really meant the good of his people, that meafure muft pafs for an 
extraordinary, nay, romantic, ftrain of heroifm, which could lead him, in fpite of 
all difficulties, and even in fpite of themfelves, to feek the happinefs of the nation, 
But every flep, which he took in this affair, became a proof to all men of pene- 
tration, that the prefent war was intended againft the liberties of his own fubjeéts, 
even more than againft the Dutch themfelves. He now acted in every thing, as 
if he were already an abfolute Monarch, and was never more to lie under the con- 
troul of national affemblies. : 

Tue long prorogation of Parliament, ifit freed the King from their importunate 
advices and remonftrances, was however attended with this inconvenience, that no 
money could be procured to carry on the military preparations againft Holland. 
Under pretext of maintaining the triple league, which, at that very time, he had 
firmly refolved to break, Charles had obtained a large fupply from the Commons; 


but 
* England’s Appeal, p. 22. ae 
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but this money, by debts and expences, was foon exhaufted. France had ftipu- 
lated to pay two hundred and forty thoufand pounds the firft year of the war, and 
the third of that fum every year during the courfe of it; but thefe fupplies were 
very inconfiderable, compared to the immenfe charge of the Englifh navy. It 
feemed as yet premature to venture on levying money, without confent of Parlia- 
ment; fince the power of taxing themfelves was the privilege, of which the E:nglith 
were, with reafon, particularly jealous. Some other refource muft be fallen on. 
The King had declared, that the ftaff of treafurer was ready for any one, that could 
find an expedient for fupplying the prefent neceffities. Shaftfbury dropped a hint 
to Clifford, which the latter immediately feized, and carried to the King, who 
granted him the promifed reward, together with a peerage. This expedient was 
the fhutting up the Exchequer, and retaining all the payments, which fhould be 
made into it. 


Chap. II, 
1672. 


It had been ufual for the bankers to carty their money to the Exchequer, and 2dof January. 
Exchequer 


to advance it upon the fecurity of the funds, by which they were afterwards repayed 
when the money was levied on the public. The bankers, by this traffic, got eight, 
fometimes ten, per cent. for fums, which either had been configned to them with- 
out intereft, or which they had borrowed at fix per cent: Profits, which they 
dearly payed for by this egregious breach of public faith. The meafure was fo fud- 
denly taken, that none had warning of the danger. A general confufion prevailed 
in the city, followed by the ruin of many, The bankers ftopped payment; the 
merchants could anfwer no bills; diftruft took place every where, with a ftagna- 
tion of commerce, by which the public was univerfally affected. And men, full 
of difmal apprehenfions, afked each other what muft be the fcope of thofe myfte- 
rious councils, whence the Parliament and all men of honour were excluded, and 
which commenced by the forfeiture of public credit, and an open violation of the 
moft folemn engagements, both foreign and domeftic. 


’ 


AnoTHER meafure of the Court contains fomething laudable, when confidered Declar: 


3 
} 


> fhut. 


initfelf ; but if we reflect on the motive whence’ it proceeded, as well as the time indulgence. 


when it was embraced; it will appear a {trong inftance of the arbitrary and dancer- 


ous councils, purfued at prefent by the King and his miniftry. - Charles refolved to 
make ufe of his- fupreme power in ecclefiaftical matters ; a power, he faid, which 
was not only inherent in-him, but which had been recognized by feveral aéts of Par- 


f 
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liament. By virtue of this authority, he-iffued a proclamation, fufpending-the 
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penal laws, enacted againft all Nonconformifts or Recufants whatfvever, and orant- Marca 


© 
ing to the proteftant Diffenters the public exercife of their religion, to the Catholics 
the exercife of it in private houfes. A’ fruitlefs experiment of this kind, op- 
pofed by the Parliament and retracted by the King, had already been made a few 
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Chap. III. 


2 years after the reftoration; but Charles expected that the Parlament,. whenever it: 
1672. 


fhould meet, would now be tamed to greater fubmiffion, and, would no longer dare 
to controul his meafures. Meanwhile, the Diffenters, the mott inveterate enemies to 
the Court, were mollified by thefe indulgent maxims : And the Catholics, under 
their fhelter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had. hitherto allowed them. 

Ar the fame time, the act of navigation was fufpended by royal will and pleafure: 
A meafure, which, tho’ a ftretch of prerogative, feemed ufeful to commerce, while 
all the feamen were employed on board the royal navy. A like fufpenfion' had 
been granted, during the time.of the firft Dutch war, and was not much remarked; 
ecaule men had, at that time, entertained lefs jealoufy.of the crown, A proclama- 
tion was alfo iflued, containing very rigorous claufes in favour of preffing :) Ano- 
ther full of menaces againft thofe who prefumedto fpeak undutifully of his Majefty’s 
meafures, and even thofe who heard fuch difcourfes, unlefs they informed. in-due 
time upon the offenders : Another againft importing-or vending any forts of paint- 
ed earthen ware, ‘* except thofe of China, upon pain.of being grievoufly. fined and: 
** fuflering the utmoft punifhment, which might be lawfully inflicted upon con- 
““temners of his Majefty’s royal authority.” A new army. had been levied; and 
it was found, that dilcipline could not be enforced without the exercife of martial 
law, which was therefore eftablifhed by order of council, tho’ contrary to the peti- 
tion of right, All thefe acts of power, however little important in themfelves, 
favoured ftrongly of arbitrary government, and were no way fuitable to that legal 
adminiftration, which the Parliament, after fuch violent convulfions and civil wars, 
had hoped to have eftablifhed in the kingdom. ee 

Ir may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper refufed-to affix the feals to the. 
declaration for fufvending the penal laws; and was for that reafon, tho’ under. other: 
pretexts, removed from his office. Shaftefbury was made chancellor in his place 5. 
and thus another member of the Cabal received the reward of his councils, 


Forzien tranfactions kept pace with thefe domeftic occurrences. An attempt, 
Attack of the before the declaration of war, was made on the Dutch Smyrna ficet by Sir-Robert. 
Smyma fleet. F1 oImes, That fleet confifted of feventy fail, valued ata million and a half; and the 
hopes of feizing fo rich a prey had been a great motive for engaging Charles in the: 
prefent war, and he had confidered that capture as a principal reflource for fupport~ 
ing his military enterprizes, Holmes, with nine frigates and three yatchts, had or- 
ders to go in fearch of this fleet ; and he pafied Sprague in the Channel, who was 
returning home with a {quadron from a cruize in the Mediterranean, Sprague in- 
formed him of the near approach of the Hollanders; and had not Holmes, from a 
defire of engroffing all the honour and profit of the enterprize, kept the fecret of his 
orders, the conjunction of thefe fquadrons had rendered the fuccefg infallible. 


When 
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When Holmes approached the Dutch, he put on an amicable appearance, and in- Chap. IIL. 
vited the admiral, Van Nefs, who commanded the convoy, to come on board of 
him ; One of his captains gave a like infidious invitation to the rear-admiral. But March. 
thefe officers were on their guard. They had received intelligence of the hoftile in- 
tentions of the Englifh, and had already put all the thips of war and merchantmen, 
in an excellent pofture of defence, Three times were they valiantly affailed by the 
Englith; and as often did they valiantly defend themfelves.. In the third attack one 
of the Dutch fhips of war was taken. and three or four of their moft inconfiderable 
merchantmen fell into the enemies hands. The reft, fighting with great fkill and 
courage, continued their courfe; and, favoured by a mitt, cot fafe into their own 
harbours. This attempt is denominated perfidious and pyratical by the Dutch writers, 
and even by many ofthe Englith. It merits at leaft the appellation of irregular ; 
and as it had been attended with bad fuccefs,, it brought double fhame upon the 
contrivers.. The Englifh miniftry endeavoured to cover the action, by pretending, 
that it was a cafual rencounter, arifing from the obftinacy of the Dutch, who 
refufed the honours of the flag: But the contrary was fo well known, that even. 
Holmes himfelf had. not the affurance to: perfift in this affeveration. 

*T iit this incident the States, notwithftanding all the menaces and preparations 
of the Englifh, never believed them to be thorowly in earneft; and had al- 
ways expected, that, the affair would terminate, either in fome demands of money, 
or in fome propofals for the advancement of the Prince of Orange. The French 
themfelves had made little account of affiftance from England; and could fcarce 
believe, that their ambitious projects would, contrary to every maxim of honour 
and policy, be forwarded by that power, which was moft interefted and moft able 
to oppofe them. But Charles was too far advanced to retreat. He immedi- Vins id 
ately iffued a declaration of war againft the Dutch ; and furely reafons, more falfe ee 
and frivolous, never were employed to juftify a flagrant violation of treaty. with Holland. 
Some complaints are made of injuries done the Eaft India-Company, which yet that 
eompany dilavewed : The detention of fome. Englifhin Surinam is mentioned ; 
tho’ it appears that thefe perfons had voluntarily remained there: The refufal of a 
Dutch fleet’ on their own coaftsto {trike to an Englifh yatcht, is extremely exagge- 
rated: And to-piece up all thefe pretenfions, fome abufive pictures are mentioned, 
and reprefented as a ground of quarrel, . The Dutch were long at a lofS what to 
make of this article ; till at laft it was difcovered, that. a portrait of Cornelius de 
Wit, brother to the penfionary, painted by order of fome magiftrates of Dort, and 
hung up in a chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion tothe complaint.. In 
the perfpective of this portrait, the painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a harbour. 
This was conftrued to be Chatham, where de Wit had really diftinguifhed himfelf, 

and. 
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and had acquired great honour; but little did he imagine, that, while the infult 
itfelf had fo long been forgiven, the picture of it fhould draw fuch fevere 
vengeance upon his country.. The conclufion of this manifefto, where the King 
fill profefied his attachment to the triple alliance, was of a piece with all the reft 
of it. 


Tue French King’s declaration of war contained more dignity, if undifguifed 
violence and inj vuftice could merit that appellation. He pretended only, that the 
behaviour of ed Hollanders had been fuch, that it did not confift with his glory any 
longer to bear it. That Monarch’s preparations were in great forwardnefs; and 
his ambition was flattered with the moft promifing views of fuccefs. Sweden was 
detached from the triple league: The bifhop of Munfter was engaged by the pay- 
ment of fubfidies to take part with France: The elector of Cologne had entered 
into the famealliance ; and having configned Bonne and other towns into the hands- 
of Lewis, magazines were there ereéted ; and it was from that quarter, that France 
propofed to invade the United Provinces. The ftanding force of that Kingdom 
amounted to one hundred and eighty thoufand men ; and with more than the half 
of this great army was the King now approaching to the Dutch frontiers, The or- 
der, oeconomy, induftry of Colbert, fubfervient equally to the ambition of the Prince 
and happinefs of the people, furnifhed unexhaufted treafures: Thefe, employed by 
the unrelenting vigilance of Louvois, fupplied every military preparation, and fa- 
cilitated all the enterprizes of the army: Condé, Turenne, feconded by Luxem- 
bourg, Crequi, and the moft renowned generals of the age, conducted this army, 
and by their conduct and reputation infpired courage into every one, The Mo- 
narch himfelf, furrounded with a gallant nobility, animated his troops, by the pro- 
{pect of reward, or, what was more valued, by the hopes of his approbation, 
The fatigues of war gave no interruption to gaiety: Its dangers furnifhed matter 


for glory: And in no enterprize did the genius of that gallant and polite people 
ever break out with more diftinguifhed luftre. 


Tuo’ de Wit’s intelligence in foreign courts was not equal to the vigilance of 
his domeftic adminiftration, he had, long before, received many furmizes of this 
fatal confederacy ; but he prepared not for defence, fo early or with fuch induftry, 
as the danger required. An union of England with France was evidently, he 
faw, deftructive to the interefts of the former kingdom; and therefore, over- 
looking or ignorant of the humours and fecret views of Charles, he concluded it 
impoffible, that fuch pernicious projects could ever really be carried into execu- 
tion... Secure in this fallacious reafoning, he allowed the Republic to remain too 


long in that defencelefs fituation, into wid many concurring accidents had united 
to chrow’ It. 
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By a continued and fuccefsful application to commerce, the people were become Chap. Il. 
very unwarlike, and confided entirely for their defence in that mercenary army, BER SGA of 
which they maintained. After the treaty of Weftphalia, the States, trufting to the States. 
their peace with Spain, and their alliance with France, had broke a great part of 
this army, and fupported not with fufficient vigilance the difcipline of the troops, 
which remained. When the ariftocratic party prevailed, it was thought prudent 
to difmifs many of the old experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe of 
Orange; and their place was fupplied by raw youths, the fons or kinfmen of Bur- 
gomatters, by whofe intereft the party was fupported. Thefe new officers, relying 
on the credit of their friends and family, negleéted their military duty ; and fome 
of them, it is faid, were even allowed to ferve by deputes, to whom they, affigned 
a {mall part of their pay. During the war with England, all the forces of that 
nation had been difbanded : Lewis’s invafion of Flanders, followed by the triple 
league, occafioned the difmiffion of the French regiments: And the place of thefe 
troops, which had ever had achief fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars 
in the Low Countries, had not been fupplied by any new levies. 

De Wir, fenfible of this dangerous fituation, and alarmed by the reports, which 
came from all quarters, beftirred himfelf to fupply thofe defects, to which it was 
not eafy of a fudden to provide a fuitable remedy. But every propofal, which he 
could make, met with oppofition from the Orange party, which was now become 
extremely formidable. ‘The long and uncontrouled adminiftration of this ftatef- 
man had begot envy : The prefent incidents rouzed up his enemies and opponents, 
who afcribed to his mifconduct alone the bad fituation of the Commonwealth : 
And above all, the popular affection to the young Prince, which had fo long been 
held in violent conftraint, and had thence acquired new acceffion of force, began 
to difplay itfelf, and to threaten the Commonwealth with fome great convulfion. 
William the third, Prince of Orange, was now in the twenty-fecond year of his age, 
and gave ftrong indications of all thofe great qualities, by which his life was 
afterwards fo much diftinguifhed. De Wit himfelf, by giving him an excellent 
education, and inftructing him in all the principles of government and found policy, 
had generoufly contributed to make his rival formidable. Dreading the precarious 
fituation of his own party, he was always refolved, he faid, by conveying to him the 
knowlege of affairs, to render the Prince capable of ferving his country, if ever 
any future emergence fhould throw the adminiftration into his hands. The con- 
duct of the young Prince had hitherto been extremely laudable. Notwithftanding 
his powerful alliances with England and Brandenburgh, he had exprefied his refo- 
Jution of depending entirely on the States for his advancement; and the whole 
tenor of his behaviour fuited extremely the genius of thatpeople, Silent and 

thoughtful ; 
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thoughtful; given to hear and to enquire ; of a found and fteady underftanding ; 
much firmnefs'in what he once refolved or once denied ; great application to bufi- 
nefs, little to pleafure : By thefe virtues, he engaged the attention of all men. And 
the people, fenfible, that they owed their liberty, and very éxiftence, to his family, 
and remembring, that his great uncle, Maurice, had been able, even in more early 
youth, to protect them againft the exorbitant power of Spain, were defirous of 
railing this Prince to all the authority of his anceftors, and hoped, from his valour 
and conduct alone, to receive protection againft thofe imminent dangers, with 
which they were at prefent threatened. | , 
Waite thete two powerful factions ftruggled for fuperiority, every {cheme for de- 
fence was oppofed, every project retarded. What was determined with difficulty, 
was executed without vigour. - Levies indeed were made, and the army compleated 
to feventy thoufand men*: The Prince was appointed both general and admiral | 
of the Commonwealth, and the whole military power was put into his hands. But 
new troops could not of a fudden acquire difcipline and experience ; And the pars 
tizans of the Prince were ftill unfatisfied, as long as the perpetual edif, fo it was 


called, remained in force; by which he was excluded from the Stadtholderhhip, 
and from all fhare in the civil adminiftration. 


- 


Ir had always been the maxim of de Wit’s party to cultivate naval affairs with ex- 
treme care, and to give the fleet a vifible preference above the army, which they re- 
prefented as the object of an unreafonable partiality in the Princes of Orange. The 
two violent wars, which had of late been waged with England, had exercifed the 
valour, and improved the fkill of the failors. And above all, de Ruyter, the greateft 
fea commander of the age, was clofely conneéted with. the Louveftein party ; and 
every one, with confidence and alacrity, was difpofed to obey him. The equip- 
ment of the fleet was therefore haftened by de Wit; in hopes, that, by ftriking at. 
firft a fuccefsful blow, he might infpire courage into the difmayed States, and fup- 
port his own declining authority. He feems too, to have been, in a peculiar man: 
ner, enraged againft the Englith, and refolved to take revenge on them for their 
conduct, of which, he thought, his country had fuch reafon to complain, — By the 
offer of a clofe alliance and confederacy of mutual defence, they had feduced the — 
Republic to quit the alliance of France; but no fooner had the embraced thefe - 
meafures, than they formed leagues for her deftruction, with that very power, — 
which they had treacheroufly engaged her to offend. In the midft of full peace, 
nay, during an intimate union, they had difhonourably attacked her commerce, the 
only means of her fubfiftence, and, moved by fhameful rapacity, had invaded that 
property, which, relying on their faith, they had hoped to find unprotected and 


\ _ defencelefs, 
* Temple, Vol.i. p. 75. 
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defencelefs. Contrary to their own vifible intereft, as well as their honour, they ftill Chap. Lif. 
retained a malignant refentment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the tat wars awar, 9 %* 
which had, at firft, fprung from their own wanton infolence and ambition, To re- 

prels fo dangerous an enemy, would, de Wit imagined, give a peculiar pleafure, 

and contribute to the future fecurity of his country, whofe proiperity was fo much 

the object of general envy. 


Actuaren by like.motives and views, ce Ruyter put to fea with a formidable 
fleet, confifting of ninety-one fhips of war and forty-four fire fhips. Cornelius de 
Wit was on board, as deputy from the States. They failed in queft of the Eng- 
lith, who were under the command of the duke of York, and who had already 
joined the French under Marefchal d’ Etrées. The combined fleets lay at Sole- 
bay in a very negligent pofture ; and Sandwich, being an experienced officer, -had a of Sole- 
given the Duke warning of the danger but received, tis faid, fuch an an{wer AS 231} 
intimated, that there was more of caution than of courage in his apprehenfions, 
Upon the appearance of the enemy, every one ran to his poft with precipitation, 
and many fhips were obliged to cut their cables, in order to be in readinefs. Sand- 
wich commanded the van; and tho’ determined to conquer or to perifh, yet he fo 
tempered his courage with prudence, that.to him the whole flect was vifibly indebted 
for its fafety. He haftened out of the bay, where it had been eafy for de Ruyter 
with his fire-fhips to have deftroyed the combined fleets, which were crowded to- 
gether; and by this wife meafure he gave time to the duke of York, who com- 
manded the main.body, and Marefchal d’Etrées, admiral of the rear; to difengage 
themfelves.. Hehimfelf meanwhile was engaged in clofe fight; and by prefenting 
himfelf to every danger, had drawn upon him all the braveft of the enemy. He 
killed Van Ghent, the Dutch admiral, and beat off his fhip : He funk another fhip, 
which ventured to lay him aboard: He funk three fire-fhips, which endeavoured 
to grapple with him: And tho’ his veftel was torne in pieces with fhot, and of a 
thoufand men fhe contained, near fix hundred were laid dead upon the deck, he con- 
tinued ftill to. thunder with all his artillery in the midft of the enemy. But another 
fire-fhip, more fortunate than the preceding, having laid hold of his veft l, her 
deftruction was now inevitable. Warned by Sir Edward Had doc, his 
he refufed to make his eicape, and bravely embraced death as a thelter from that Sandwich ki] 
ignominy, which a rath expreffion of the duke, he thought, had thrown uponled. 
him. 


1 of May. 


: Amro 
Captains 
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Durine this fierce engagement with Sanc wich, de Ruyter remained not inac- 
k, 


tive. He attacked the duke of York. and fought him with fuch fury for above 
two hours, that of two and thirty actions, in which.he had been engaged, he de- 


ln) . 


clared this combat to be the mof obftinately difputed. The Duke’s fhip was fo that- 
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Chap. III. tered, that he was obliged to leave her, and remove his flag to another. His 
hee {quadron was overpowered with numbers; till Sir Jofeph Jordan, ‘who had fuc- 
ceeded to Sandwich’s command, came to his affiftance ; and the fight, being more 
equally ballanced, was continued till night, when the Dutch retired, and were not 
followed by the Englifh. The lofs, faftained by the fleets of the two maritime 
powers, was nearly equal; if it did not rather fall more heavy on the Englifi, 
The French fuffered very little, becaufe they had fearce been engaged in the action ; 
and as this backwardnefs is not their national character, it was concluded,. that 
they had received orders to fpare their fhips, while the Dutch and Englith fhould 
weaken themfelves by their mutual animofity. Almoft all the other actions dur- 


ing the prefent war tended to confirm this fufpicion. 


Ir brought great honour to the Dutch to have fought with fome advantage the 
combined fleets of two fuch powerful nations; but nothing lefs than a compleat 
victory could ferve the purpofe of de Wit, or fave his country from thofe calami- 
ties, which from every quarter threatened to overwhelm her. He had expected, 
that the French would make their attack on the fide of Maeftricht, which was well . 
fortified and provided of a good garrifon ; but Lewis, taking advantage of his al- 
liance with Cologne, refolved to invade the enemy from that quarter, which he 
knew to be more feeble and defencelefs. “The armies of that Electorandthofeot 
Munfter appeared on the other fide of the Rhine, and divided the force and atten- 
tion of the States. The Dutch troops, too weak to defend fo extenfive a frontier, — 
were fcattered into fo many towns, that no confiderable body remained in-the field; 
and a ftrong garrifon was hardly to be found in any fortrefs. Lewis pafied. the 

sath of May, Meufe at Vifet ; and laying fiege to Orfoi, a town of the Elector of Branden- 
burgh, but garrifoned by the Dutch, he carried it in three days. He divided 

So teed his army, and invefted at once Burik, Welel, Emerik, and Rhimberg, four 
places regularly fortified, and not unprovided of troops: In four days, all thefe . 

places were furrendered. A general aftonifhment had feized the. Hollanders, from 

the combination of fuch powerful Princes againft the Republic ; and no where was. 

refiftance made, fuitable to the antient glory or prefent greatnefs of the State. 

Governors without experience commanded troops without difcipline 5 and defpair 

had univerfally extinguifhed that fenfe of honour, by which alone men, in fuch. 

dangerous extremities, can be animated to a valorous defence. = * 

Lewis advanced to the banks of the Rhine, which he prepared to pafs. To 

ad of June. all the other calamities of the Dutch was added the extreme drought of the feafon, 

by which the greateft rivers were much diminifhed, and in fome places rendered 

fordable. The French cavalry, animated by the prefence of their Prince, full of 

impetuous courage, but ranged in exact order, flung themifelves into the river: 

The 
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The infantry paffed in boats: A few regiments of Dutch appeared on the other Chap. Ill. 
fide, who were unable to make refiftance. And thus was executed without dai tog. 
ger, but not without glory, the paflage of the Rhine; fo much celebrated, 
that time, by the asd of French courtiers, and tranfmitted to pofterity by the 
more durable flattery of their poets. 

Eacu fuccefs added courage to the conquerors, and flruck the vanquifhed with 
difmay. The Prince of Orange, tho’ prudent beyond his age, was but newly ad- 
vanced to the command, unacquainted with the army, unknown to them; and all 
men, by reafon of the violent factions which prevailed, were uncertain of the au- 
thority, on which they muft depend. It was expected, that the fort of Skink, fo 
famous for the fieges, which it had formerly fuftained, would make fome ige< 
ance; but it yielded to Turenne in a few days. The fame general made him 
mafter of Arnheim, Knotzembourg, and Nimeguen, as foon as he appeared 
fore them. Doefbourg at the fame time opened its gates to Lewis: Soon attér, 
Harderwic, Amersfort, Campen, Rhenen, Viane, Elberg, Zwol, Cuilemberg, 
Wageninguen, Lochem, Woerden fell into the enemies hands. Groll and De- 
venter furrendered to the Marefchal Luxembourg, who commanded the troops of 
Munfter. And every hour brought to the States news of the rapid progre!s of the 
French, and of the cowardly defence of their own garrifons. 
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Tue Prince of Orange, with his fmall and difcouraged army, retired backwards 
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into the province of Holland ; where he expec éted, fom the natural ftrength of t 
7 


country, fince all human art and courage failed, to be able to make fome refiit- 
ance. ‘The town and province of Utrecht fent deputations, and furrendered them- 


felves to Lewis. ._Naerden,'a place within three leagues of Amfterdam, was 


feized by the marquefs of Rochefort ; and had he Bite don to Muyden, he had 
eafily got pofieffion of it. Fourteen firs iglers of his army. having appeared before 


the gates of that town, the magiftrates fent them the keys; but a fervant maid, 


Pete ee 


| 


who was alone in the caftle, having raifed the drawbridge, kept them from tak 
pofieffion of that fortrefs. The n ease afterwards, finding the party fo weak, 
made them drunk, and took the keys from them. Muyden ts fo near Amiter- 
dam, that its cannon may infeft the fhips, which enter that ae 

Lewrs with a fplendid court made a folemn entry into Utrecht, full of glory, 25th of June. 
becaufe every W hore attended with fuccefs ; tho? more owing to the cowardice and 
mifconduét of h's enemies than to his own valour or prudence. ‘Three provinces 
| aes Groninghen 


—" 


were already in his hands, Guelderland, Overy fiel, and L 
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was threatned ; Friezeland lay expofed: The only difficulty lay in Holland and 
Zealand; and the Monarch deliberated concerning the proper meatures for reduc ing 
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them. Condé and Turenne exhorted him to difmantle all the towns, which he 
| an a had 
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Chap. Il. had taken, except a few; and fortifying his main-army by the garrifons, put him: 
1072. {elf in wcondition of pufhing his conquefts. Louvois, hoping that the other pro- 
vinces, weak and difmayed, would prove an eafy prey; advifed him to keep pof- 
feffion of places, which might afterwards ferve to retain the people in fubjeCtion, 
His council was followed; tho’ it was found foon after to have been the mott 
impolitic. | 
Conffernation Mranwui e the people, thro’out: all the Republic, inftead of collecting a no 
oe De ee indignation againft the haughty conqueror, difcharged their race upon their 
own unhappy minifter, on whofe prudence and integrity every one formerly be- 
ftowed the merited applaufe. The bad condition of the armies was laid to his 
charge: The-ill choice of governors was afcribed to his partiality: Avs:inftances: 
of cowardice multiplied, treachery was fulpected 5 and his former conneGtions- 
with France being remembered, the populace believed, that he and his partizansa 
had now combined to betray them 'to their. moft. mortal enemy. The Prince-of 
Orange, notwithftanding his youth and inexperience, was looked on asthe only 
faviour of the State; and men were violently drove by their fears’ into his party, 
to which they had always been led by favour and inclination. 
Tug town of Amfterdam alone feemed to retain fome courage; and by forming 
a regular plan of defence, endeavoured to infufe f pirit into the-other cities. The 
magiftratesobliged the burgeffes to keep a ftri@.watch: The populace, whom want 
of employment might engage to mutiny, were maintained by regular pay, and: 
armed for the defence of the public. Some fhips, which lay ufele{s in the harbour,. 
were refitted, and ftationed to guard the city: And the fluices being opened, the. 
neighbouring country, without regard to the great damage fuftained, was laid undes: 
water. All the province followed this example, and fcrupled:not in this extremity. 


to reftore to the fea thofe fertile fields, which with infinite art and expence had been. 
won from it, : 





Tue States of Holland met to confider, whether any means were left to fave. 
the remains of their lately flourifhing, and now diftrefled Commonwealth. Tho? 
they were furrounded with waters, which barred-all-accefs to the enemy, their de- 
liberations were not conduéted with that tranquillity, which could alone fuggett 
meafures, proper to extricate them from their prefent difficulties. The nobles gaye 
their vote, that, provided their religion, liberty, and fovereignty could be faved, , 
every thing elfe fhould without feruple be facrificed to the conqueror. Eleven 
towns concurred in the fame fentiments. Amfterdam fingly declared againit all 
treaty with infolent and triumphant enemies : But notwithftanding that oppofition, 
ainbaffadors were difpatched to implore the pity of the two combined Monarchs. 
It was refolved to facrifice to Lewis Maeftricht and all the frontier towns, which” 


lay 
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lay without the bounds of the feven provinces and’ to pay him a large fum for Chap. Hts 
the charges of the war. 1672. 


Lewis deliberated with his mintfters Louvois and Pomponne, concerning the 
meafures, which he fhould embrace in the prefent emergence ; and fortunately for 
Europe, he ftill preferred the violent councils of the former. He offered to eva- 
cuate his conquefts on condition, that all duties lately impofed on the commodities 
of France fhould be taken off; that the public exercife of the Romifh religion 
ffiould be permitted; the churches fhared with the Catholics, and their priefts 
maintained 7 appointments from the States; that al! the frontier towns of the Re- 
petty ¢ fhould be refigned to him, together with Nimeguen, Skink, Knotzemboure, 
and that part of Guelderland which lay on the other fide of the Rhine; as likewife 
the ifle of Bommel, that of Voorn, the fortrefs of St. Andrew, that of Louve- 
{tein and Crevecoeur ; that they fhould pay him the fum of twenty millions of livres 
for the charges of the war; that they fhould every year fend him a folemn embaffy, 
and prefent him with a golden medal, as an acknowlegement, that to him they 
owed the prefervation of that liberty, which by the affiftance of his predeceffors they 
had been.able toacquire; and that they fhould give entire fatisfaction to the King 
of England: And he allowed them but ten days for the acceptance of thefe ex- 
orbitant demands. 

Tue ambafladors, who came to London, met with ftill worfe reception: No 
minifter was allowed to treat with them’; and they were retained in a {pecies of 
confinement. - But-notwithftanding this rigorous conduct of the Court;: the pre- 
fence of the Dutch ambaffadors excited the fentiments of: tender compaffion, and 
even indignation among the people in general; but efpecially among thofe who 
could forefee the aim and refule of thofe dangerous councils. The two moft power- 
ful Monarchs, they faid, in Europe; the one’ by land, the other by fea) havey, 
contrary to the faith of folemn treaties; combined to exterminate an illu(trious: 
Republic: What a difmal profpect did their fuecefs afford to the® neighbours of 
the one, and to the fubjects of the other ? Charles had formed the triple league, 
in order to reftrain the exorbitant power of Francé: A fure’ proof, that he does 
not now err from ignorance. He' had courted: and obtained the applauies:of his 
people by that wife meafure : A's hé'now adopts contrary councils, hemuft furely 
expect by their means to render‘himfelf totally independent of his people, whofe 
fentiments are become {fo indifferent to him’ During the moft’ entire fubmiffion: 
of the nation, and mioft dutiful behaviour’ of the Parliament; dangerous projects, 
without provocation, are formed to reduce’them to fubjeQion, and-all the foreion 
interefts of the people are facrificed, in order the more furely to bereave them of 
their domeftic liberties. Left'any inftance of freedom fhould remain within their 
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view, the United Provinces, the real barricr-of England, muft be abandoned to 
the moft dangerous enemy of England ; and by an univ. fal combination of tyranny 
againft laws and Sek all mankind, who have retained, in any degree, their 
precious, tho’ hitherto precarious, birthrights, are for ever to fubmit to flavery and 
injuftice. f 

To’ the fear of giving offence to his confederate had engaged Charles to treat 
the Dutch ambaffadors with fuch rigour, he was. not altogether without uneafinefs, 
on account of the rapid and unexpected progrefs of the French arms. Were Hol- 
Jand entirely conquered, its whole commerce and naval force, he faw, muft_ be- 
come an acceffion to France ; the Spanifh Low Countries muft.foon follow ; and 
Lewis, now independent of his ally, would no longer think it his intereft to fup- 
port him againft his dilcontented fubjects. Charles, tho’ he never ttretched his at- 
tention to very diftant confequences, could not but forefee thefe obvious events; 
and tho’ incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was touched with anxiety, when he found 
every thing yield to the French arms, while fuch vigorous refiftance was made to 
his own. He foon difmified the Dutch ambaffadors, left they fhould cabal among 
his fubjects, who bore them great favour; But he fent over Buckingham and Ar- 
lington, and foon after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with the French King, i 


the prefent profperous fituation of that Monarch’s affairs. 


Tese minifters paffed thro’ Holland; and as they were fuppofed to. bring 
peace to the diftreft Republic, they were received every where with the loudeft ac-_ 
clamations. ‘* God blefs the King of England! God blefs the.Prince of Orange! 
£¢ Confufion to the States!”? This was every where the cry of the populace; The 
ambafladors had feveral conferences with the States.and the Prince of Orange; but 
made no reafonable advances towards an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, 
where they renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed, that neither of the Kings 
fhould ever make peace with Holland but by common confent. They next gave in 
their pretenfions, of which the following are the principal articles; that the Dutch 
fhould give up the honour of the flag without the leaft referve or limitation, nor 
fhould whole fleets, even on the coaft of Holland, refufe to ftrike and lower their 
topfails to the fmalleft fhip, carrying the Britith fag; that all perfons, guilty of 
treafon again{t the King or of writing feditious libels, fhould on complaint be ba- 
nifhed for ever the dominions of the States ; that the Dutch fhould pay the Kinga 
million fterling towards the charges of the war, together with ten thoufand pounds a 
year for permiffion to fith on the Britith feas; that they fhould fhare the Indian 
trade with the Englifh ; that the Prince of Orange and his defcendants fhould enjoy 
the fovereignty of the United Provinces at leaft that they fhould be invefted with 
the dignities of Stadtholder, Admira], and General, in as ample a manner as had 
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ever been enjoyed by any of his anceftors ; and that the ifle of Walcheren, the city Chap- 19966 


and caftle of Sluis, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Gorée, and Vorne, fhould be 
put into the King’s hands, as a fecurity for the performance of articles. It is moft 
confiftent with candour and reafon to fuppofe,thatCharles had nog, in his alliance with 
France, propofed the utter deftruction of the United Provinces; fince fuch a 
{cheme is {carce compatible with the project of employing the French power for ex- 
tending his authority at home: But as the unexpected progrefs of Lewis's arms 
had reduced the Hollanders to the laft extremity, the King was defirous of ac- 
quiring a confiderable fhare of that rich-booty, which fortune had thrown into 
their hands, 

Tue terms propofed by Lewis bereaved the Republic of all fecurity againft any 
land invafion from France: hofe demanded by Charles expofed them equally to 
an invafion by fea from England: And when both were joined, they appear sd 
abfolutely intolerable, and reduced the Hollanders, who faw no means of defence, 
to the utmoft defpair. What extremely augmented their diftrefs, were the violent 
factions, with which they continued to be every where agitated. De Wit,. too 
pertinacious in defence of his own fyftem of liberty, while the very being of the 
Commonwealth was threatened, {till perfevered in oppoling the repeal of the per- 
petual ediét, now become the object of horror to the Dutch populace. Their rage 
at laft broke all bounds, and bore every thing before it. ~IThey rofe in an infurrec- 
tion at Dort, and by force conftrained their burgo-matters to fign the repeal, fo 
much demanded. This proved a fignal of a general revolt thro’ out all the pro- 

a 


yinces. At Amfterdam, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rotterdam; the people flew 


to arms, and trampling under foot the authority of their magiftrates, obliged them 


to fubmit to the Prince of Orange. They expelled'from their office fuch as dif- 


pleafed them : They required the Prince to appoint others in their place : And agree- 
able to the proceedings of the populace in all ages, provided they might wreak their 


vengeance on their fuperiors, they exprefied’a great indifference-for the protection 
of their civil liberties. 


[ - 
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‘THE fuperiot taients and virtues of aé V¥it made him tne chief ooyect OF general 


envy, and expoled him to the utmoit rage oi popular prejudices. Hour aflafiins, 
Vater th TESTS: eee gare, ee en a ae A 
actuated by no other motive than miftaken zeal, had affaulted him in the ftreets ; 


and after giving him many w yunds, had left him for dead. One of them was 

punifhed: The others were never queftioned for their crime. His brother Corne'tus, 

who had behaved with great prudence and courage on board the: fleet, was ob- 
; 
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liged by Gicknefs to come afhore, and he was now confined to his houle at Dort. 


Some aflaffins broke ih upon him ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty that bis fa- 
mily and fervants could repell their violence. At Am fterdam, the houfe of the 
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brave'de Ruyter, the fole reffource of the diftreft Commonwealth, was furrounded 
by the enraged populace, and his wife and children were for fome time expofed to 
the moft imminent danger. 

YOne® Tichelaer, «a barber, a man noted for infamy, accufed Cornelius de Wit 
of endeavouring by bribes to engage him in the defign of poifoning the Prince of 
“Orange. ‘The accufation, tho’ attended with the moft improbable and even abfurd 
circumftances, was greedily received “by the credulous multitude; and Cornelius 
was cited before a court of judicature. The judges, either blinded by the fame pre- 

“jadices, or not daring'to oppofe the popular torrent, condemned:him to fuffer the 
queftion. This man, who had bravely ferved his country in war, and who had been 
invefted with the higheft dignities, was delivered intoithe hands of the executioner, 
and torne in pieces by.the moft inhuman torments. Amidft-the fevere agonies, 
which he endured, he ftill protefted his innocence; and frequently repeated an ode 
of Horace, which contained fentiments, fuited to his deplorable condition. 

Jujium S tenacem propofiti virum, &c.* 

Tur judges, however, condemned him to lofe his offices, and to be banifhed 
the Commonwealth. The penfionary, who had not been terrified from perform- 
ing the part of a kind brother and faithful friend during this profecution, refolved 
not to defert him on account of the unmerited infamy, which was endeavoured tobe 


thrown 
* Which may be thus tranflated. 

The man, whofe mind on virtue bent, 
Purfues fome greatly good intent, 

With undiverted aim, . 
Serene beholds the angry crowd ; 
Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud, 

His ftubborn honour tame. 


Not the proud tyrant’s fierceft threat, 
Nor ftorms, that from their dark retreat 
The lawlefs furges wake, 
Nor Jove’s dread bolt that fhakes the pole, 
The firmer purpofe of his foul 
With all its power can fhake. 
Show’d Nature’s frame in ruins fall, 
And chaos o’er the finking ball 
Refume primeval fway, 
His courage chance and fate defies 
Nor feels the wreck of earth and fkies 
Obitruét its deftin’d way. 


This tranflation was executed, at the author’s defire, by his friend, Mr. Blacklock, whofe elegant 
colle&tion of poems was lately publifhed by Mr, Dodfley. ‘The poems are worthy of attention on ac- 
count of their own merit, but may be regarded as very extraordinary, when we confider what force 
of imegination is there difplayed by an author born blind. 
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thrown upon him. He came to his brother’s prifon, determined to accompa y ioe IIE. 
. : r . _ sha 1072. 

him to the place of his exile. The fignal was given to the populace. They role yyagicre of 

in arms: They broke open the doors of the prifon; they pulled out the two the De Wits. 


brothers; and a thoufand hands vied with each other, who fhould firft be em. 
brued in their blood. Even their death did not fatiaté the brutal rage of the mul- 
titude. They exercifed on the dead bodies of thofe virtuous citizens, indignities 
too fhocking to be recited; and till tired with their own fury, it was not permitted 
the friends of the deceafed to approach, or to beftow on them the honours of a 
funeral, filent and unattended. 

Tue maffacre of the de Wits put an end for the time to the remains of their 
party ; and all men, from fear, inclination, or prudence, concurred in exprefiins 
the moft implicite obedience to the Prince of Orange. The Republic, tho’ half 
fubdued by foreign force, and as yet difmayed by its misfortunes, was firmly 
united under one leader, and bezan to colleé& the remains of its antient vizour. 
William, worthy of that heroic family from which he fprung, adopted fenti- Casdcsutien 
ments becoming the head of a brave and a free people. He bent all his efforts of the Prince. 
again{ft the public enemy: He fought not againft his country any advantages, 
whiclr might be dangerous to civil liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions, de- 
manded by their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States with fcorn to r jeet; and 
by his advice they put an end to negotiations, which ferved only to break the 
courage of their fellow citizens, and delay the affiftance of their allies, He thowed 
them, that the numbers and riches of the people, aided by the advantages of -na- 
ture, would fiill be fufficient, if they abandoned not themfelves to defpair, to refift, 
at leaft retard, the progrefs of their enemies, and preferve the remaining provinces, 
till the other nations of Europe, fenfible of the common danger, could come to 
their relig¢f. He reprefented, that as envy of their opulence and liberty had pro- 
duced this mighty combination againft them, they would in vain expect by con- 
ceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pretenfions were as little bounded by moderation as 
by juftice. He exhorted them to remember the generous valour of their anceftors, 
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who, yet in the infancy of their State, preferred liberty to every 
ration, and rouzing their fpirits to.an obftinate defence, repelled all the power, 
riches, and military difcipline of Spain... And he profefied himfelf willing to tread 
in the fteps of his illuftrious predeceffors, and noped, that as they had honoured 
him with the fame affection which their anceftors payed the former Princes of 
Orange, they would fecond his efforts. with the fame conftancy and manly for- 
titude. 

Tue fpirit of the young Prince infufed itflf into all his hearers. Thofe whé 
lately entertained thoughts of yielding their necks to fubje€tion were now bravely de- 
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would afford his protection to the diftrefled Republic. 


y 


226 HISPORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 
termined to refilt the haughty victor, atid to defend thofe laft remains of their na- 
tive foil, of whic) neither the irruptions of Lewis nor the inundation of waters had 
as yet bereaved tiem. Should even the eround fail them on which they might 
combat, they were ftill refolved not to yield the generous ftrife; but flying to their 
fettlements in the Indies, ereét a new empire in thofe remote regions, and preferve 
alive, even in th: climates of flavery, that liberty, of which Europe was become 
unworthy. Already they concerted meafures for executing this extraordinary re- 
folution; and foand, that the veffels, contained in their harbours, could tranfport 
above two hundied thoufand inhabitants to the Eaft Indies. 


Tue combined Princes, finding at laft fome appearance of oppofition, bent all 


their efforts to feduce the Prince of Orange, on whofe valour and conduct the : 


fate of the Commonwealth entirely depended. The fovereignty of the province 
of Holland was fered him; and the protection of England and France, to infure 
him, as well aganft the invafion of foreign enemies, as the infurrection of his fub- 
je€ts. All propofals were generoufly rejected, and the Prince declared his_refo- 
lution to retire ito Germany, and to pafs his life in hunting on his lands there, 
rather than abanion the liberty of his country, or betray the truft repofed in him, 
When Buckingham urged the inevitable deftruction, which hung over the United 
Provinces, and afked him, whether he did not fee, that the Commonwealth was 
ruined; There i: one certain means, replied the Prince, dy which I can be secure ne- 
ver to.fee my coustry’s ruin: I will die in the laft ditch. : 
Tue people in Holland had been much incited to efpoufe the Prince’s party, by 

the hopes, thatthe King of England, pleafed with his nephew’s advancement, 
would abandon thofe dangerous engagements, into which he had entered, and 
But all thefe hopes were 


foon found to bs fallacious. Charles ftill perfifted in his alliance with France: and 
5 


the combined feets approached the coaft of Holland, with an Englifh-army on 


board, commarded by Count Schomberg. It is pretended, that an unufual tyde 
carried them of the coaft, and-that Providence thus interpofed in an extraordinary 
manner to favethe Republic, from the imminent danger, to which it was expofed. 
Very tempeltucus weather, it is certain, prevailed all the reft of the feafon ; and 
the combined frets either were blown to a diftance, or dared not to approach a 
fhore, which might prove fatal to them. Lewis, finding that his enemies gathered 
courage behind their inundations, and that no farther progrefs was likely for the 
prefent bo atterd his arms, had retired to Verfailles. SP Ser 


Tar other rations of Europe regarded the fubjeétion of Holland as the fore- 
rinner_of theirown flavery, and retained no hopes of defending themfelves, fhould 
fuch a mighty acceffion be made to the already exorbitant power of France. The 
Emperor, 


ao 


id 


; 
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Emperor, tho’ diftant and flow in his undertakings, beg:n to put himfelf in 
motion 3 Brandenburgh fhewed a difpofition to take party wth the States; Spain 
had fent fome forces to their affiftance ; and by the prefent eforts of the Prince of 
Orange and the profpect of relief from their allies, a differen: face of affairs began 
already to appear. Groninghen was the firft place which flopped the progrefs of 
the enemy: The bifhop of Munfter was repulfed from that town, and obliged 
to raife the fiege with lofs and difhonour. Naerden was attempted by the Prince 
of Orange ; but Luxembourg, breaking in upon his entrenciments with a fudden 


irruption, obliged him to abandon the enterprize. 


Tere was no ally on whom the Dutch more relied for afiftance than the Par- 
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liament of England, which the King’s neceffities at laft obliged him to affemble. 4th of iebru 


The eyes of all men, both abroad and at home, were fixedon this feffion, which ‘, 


met after prorogations continued for near two years. It was evident how much 
the King dreaded the affembling his Parliament ; and the cifcontents univerfally 
excited by the bold meafures entered into both in foreign anc domeftic adminiftra- 
tion, had given but too juft foundation for his apprehenfions. 

Tue King, however, in his fpeech, addreffed them witt all the appearance of 
cordiality and confidence. He faid, that he would have afembled them fooner, 
had he not been defirous to allow them leizure for attending their private affairs, 
as well as to give his people refpite from taxes and impofitions: That fince their 
laft meeting, he had been forced into a war, not only juft-but neceflary, neceflary 
both for the honour and intereft of the nation: That in orderto have peace at home 
while he had war abroad, he had iffued his declaration of inculgence to diflenters, 
and had found many good effects to refult from that meafure: That he heard of 
fome exceptions which had been taken to this exercife of pover ; but he would tell 
them plainly, that he was refolved to ftick to his declaration; and would be much 
offended at any contradiction : And that tho’ a rumour had been fpred, 
new levied army had been intended to controul law and property, he regarded that 
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jealoufy as fo frivolous, that he was refolved to augment his forces 
and did not doubt but they would confider the neceffity of them in their fupplies. 
The reft of the bufinefs he left to the chancellor. 

} 


Tue chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and added many extraordinary 


pofitions of his own. He told them, that the Hollanders were the common ene- 
mies of all monarchies, efpecially that of England, their only competitor for com- 
merce and naval power, and the fole obftacle to their views of an univerfal empire 
as extenfive as that of ancient Rome: That even during their prefent diftrefs and 
danger, they were fo intoxicated with thefe ambitious projects, as to flight all 
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treaty, nay torrefufe all edffation of hcftilities : That thé King, in ehterine-on this: 


war, did no more’than’profecute thofe maxims; which-had engaged the Parliament 
to advife-and approve of the laft; and he mighttherefore fa fel fay, that zf was their 
war: That the States being the eternal enemies. of England, both by intereft.and 
inclination, the Parliament had wifely judged it cians to extirpate them, and had 
Jaid it down as an eternal maxim, that delenda eft Carthago, this hoftile government 


by all means is to be fubverted: And that tho’ the Dutch pretended tochave aflus 


rances, that the Parliament would furnifh no fupplies to the King, he was confi 
dent, that this hope, in which-they extremely trufted, would foon fail them, 
Bsrore the Gommons entred upon bufinefs, there.lay before them an affair, 
which difcovered, beyond a pofiibility of doubt, the arbitrary projeéts of the King; 
and the Meafures, taken upon it, proved, that the houfe was not at prefent ina 


difpofition to fubmit tothem. It had been the conftant undifputed practice, ever 
fince the Parliament in 1604, for the houfe, in cafe of any vacancy, to iffue out 
writs for new elections; and the chancellor,. who, before that time, had had fome: 
precedents in his favour, had ever afterwards abftained from all exercife of that au-- 


Si -3 ~ . ' > 
thority. This indeed was one of the firft fteps, which the Commons had taken in 


eftablifhing and guarding their privileges; and nothing could be more requifite~ 


than this precaution, in order to prevent the clandeftine iffuing of writs, and to 


enfure a fair and free election. No one but fo defperate a minifter as Shaftefbury;. 
who had entered into a regular plan for reducing the people to fubjection, could 
have entertained thoughts of breaking in upon a practice fo reafonable and fo well. 


eftablifhed, or could have hoped to fucceed in fo bold an enterprize. Several mem- 


bers had taken their feats upon irregular writs iffued by the chancellor; but the houfe 
was no fooner aflembled, and the fpeaker placed in his chair, than a motion was made: 


acainft them ; and the members themfelves had the modelty to withdraw. Their 
election was declared null; and new writs, in the ufual form, were iffued by the fpeaker. 


Tue next ftep taken by the Commons had the appearance of fome more com- 
plaifance; but in reality proceeded from the fame fpirit of liberty and independence, 


They refolved, in order to fupply his Majefty’s extraordinary occafions, for that. 


was the exprefiion they ufed, to grant eighteen months aflefiment, at the rate of 
70,000 pounds a month, amounting in the whole to 1,260,000 pounds. Tho® 
unwilling to come to a violent breach with the King, they would not exprefs the 
leaft approbation of the war; and they gave him the profpect of this fupply, only 
that they might have permiffion to proceed peaceably in the redrefs of fome other 
grievances, of which they had fuch reafon to complain. 


No grievance wis more alarming, both on account of the fecret views from 
which it proceeded, and the confequences which might attend it, than the decla- 
ration 
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ration of indulgence. A,remonftrance was immediately-formed againft that exer- Chap. Ill 
cife of prerogative. The King defended his meafure. The Corn mons. infifted ; 1973 
and reprefented, that fuch a practice, if admitted, might.tend to interrupt the free 

courfe of the laws, and alter the legiflative power, which had always been acknow- 

leged to refide in the King and the two houfes. All the world was in expectation, 


’ * 


with regard to the iffue of this extraordinary affair. . The King feemed eng ed 


as 

in honour to fupport his meafure; and in order to obviate all oppolition, = had 
pofitively declared, that he would fupport it. The Commons were obliged to per- 
fevere, not. only becaufe it was difhonourable to be foiled, where they could ple ead 
fuch ftrong reafons, but alfo becaufe, if the King prevailed inthis pretenfions, an 
end feemed to be put to all the yaa limitations of the conttitution. 

Ir is evident, that the King was now come tc that delicate crifis, which he oueht 
at firft to have forefeen, wie he embraced thofe defperate cowncils; and his re- 
folutions, in fuch an event, ought long ago to have been: entirely fixed and deter- 


7 


mined,  Befides his ufual guards, he iad an. army encamped at Blackheath under 
he command of Schomberg, a fda and many of the officers were of the 
Catholic religion. . His ally, the French king, he miei expect, would fecond 
him, if vinleeiin became requifite for reftraining his difcontented fubjects, and fup- 


_ 


porting the meafures,, which by common confent they had agreed to purfue. But 


Charles was ftartled, when he approached fo dangerous a precipice, as that which 
lay before him. Were violence once offered, there could be no return, he faw, of 
mutual confidence and truft with his people; the perils attending foreign fuccours, 
ef{pecially from fo mighty a prince, were fufficiently apparent; and the fuccefs 


which his own arms had met within the war-was not fo great,.as to encreale his au- 
thority, or terrify the malecontents from oppofition. The defire of power likewife, 
which had engaged Charles in thefe pernicious Pees had lefs proceeded, we 


may obferve, from ambition than from love of eafe. Strict limitations of the 
] 


contlitution rendered the government complicated a a troublefomes and it was 


> . a . ' ; . i . 
impoflible for him, without much contrivance and intrigue, to procure the money 
reg aifite for his pleafures, Or even for the regular ni of tne SOvEel ninent, 


When the profpect, therefore, of fuch dangerous oppofition prefented itfelf, the 
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fame | love of eafe inclined him to retract what it feemed fo difficult to maintain; 
} L f j - | it fo made him Gna little WhaeFtic 
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to.a meafure, which a more baug! ity prince oci3 have embraced with the utmoit 
reluctance. [hat he might yield with the better grace, he aiked the opinion of 
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cordingly the King fent for the decla ation, an 1d with his own hafhds broxe the és po 


the Houle of Peers, who advifed him to comp 


feals. “Lhe Commons expreffed wee: utmoit fatisfaétion with this meafure, and 


the moft entire duty to his Majefty:; The King affured them, that he would 
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willingly pafs any Jaw, offered him, which might tend to give them fatisfaétion 
in all their juft grievances. msgs id . 

SHAFTESBuRY, when he faw the King recede at once from fo capital a point, 
which he had publicly declared his refolution to maintain, concluded, that all the 
{chemes for enlarging royal authority were vanifhed, and that Charles was utterly 
incapable of purfuing fuch difficult and fuch dangerous meafures. The Parliament, 
he forefaw, might pufh their enquiries into thofe councils, which were fo generally 
odious ; and the King, from the fame facility of difpofition, might abandon his 
minifters to their vengeance. He was refolved, therefore, to make his peace in 
time with that party, which was likely to predominate; and to attone for all his 
violences in favour of monarchy, by like violences in oppofition to it. Never turn 
was more fudden, or lefs calculated to fave appearances. Immediately he entered 
into all the cabals of the country party; and difcovered to them, perhaps magni- 
hed, the arbitrary councils of the court, in which he himfelf had had fo deep a 
fhare. He was received with open arms by that party, who ftood in need of fo able 
a leader; and no queftions were afked with regard to his late apoftacy. The various 
factions, into which the nation had been divided, and the many fudden revolutions 
to which the public had been expofed, had tended much to debauch the minds 
of men, and to deftroy the fenfe of honour and_decorum in their public condué. 

Bur the parliament, tho’ fatisfied with the King’s compliance, had not loft 
all thofe apprehenfions, to which the meafures of the court had given fo much 
foundation. A law paffed for impofing a ¢e# on all who fhould enjoy any public. 
office. Befides taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and receiving the 
facrament in the eftablifhed church ; they were obliged to abjure all belief in the 
doctrine of tranfubftantiation. As the Diffenters had feconded the efforts of the 
Commons againft the King’s declaration of indulgence, and feemed refolute to ac- 
cept of no toleration in an illegal manner, they had acquired great favour with the 
Parliament, and a project was adopted to unite the whole Proteftant intereft againtt 
the common enemy, who now began to appear formidable. A bill paffed the 
Commons for the eafe and relief of the Proteftant nonconformifts ; but met with 
fome difficulties, at leaft delays, in the Houfe of ‘Peers. 


Tue refolution for fupply was carried into a law; as a recompence to the King 
for his conceffions. A general pardon likewife and indemnity was paffed, which 
{creened the min‘fters from ail farther enquiry. The Parliament probably thought 
that the beft method of reclaiming the criminals, was to fhew them, ‘that their 
cafe was not defperate. Even the remonftrance, which the Commons voted of 
their grievances, may be regarded as a proof, that their anger was, for the time, 
appeafed. None of the capital points are touched on; the breach of the triple 

league, 
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league, the French alliance, the fhutting up the exchequer. The fole grievances 
mentioned are an arbitrary impofition on coals for providing convoys, the exercife 
of military law, the quartering and preffing of foldiers; and they prayed, that, af- 


ter the conclufion of the war, the whole army fhould be difbanded. ‘T’he King 


eave them a gracious, tho’ evafive anfwer. When bufinefs was finifhed, the ae” 


two Houfes adjourned themfelves. ; 
Tuo’ the King had, for the time, receded from his declaration of indulgeace, 
and thereby had tacitly relinquifhed the fufpending power, he was {till refolved, 
notwithftanding his bad fuccefs both at home and abroad, to perlevere in his alliance 
with France, and in the Dutch war, and confequently in all thofe fecret views, what- 
ever they were, which depended on thofe fatal meafures. The money, granted by 
Parliament, fufficed to equip a fleet, of which Prince Rupert was declared admiral : 
For the Duke was fet afide by the teft. Sir Edward Sprague and the earl of Cflory 
commanded under the Prince. The French fquadron joined them, commanded by 
@’ Etreés. The combined fleets fet fail towards the coaft of Holland, and found 
the enemy, lying at anchor, within the fands at Schonvelt. There is a natural con- 
fafion attending fea fights, even beyond other military tranfactions; derived from 
the precarious operations of winds and tydes, as well as from the fmoke and dark- 
nefs, in which every thing is there involved. No wonder, therefore, that relations 
of thefe battles are apt to contain uncertainties and contradictions; efpecially when 
compofed by writers of the hoftile nations, who take pleafure in exalting their own 
advantages, and fuppreffing thofe of the enemy. All we can fay with certainty of 
this battle, is, that both fides boafted of the victory ; and we may thence infer, that 
the action was not decifive. The Dutch, being near home, retired into their own 
harbours. In a week, they were refitted, and prefented themfelves again to the 
combined fleets. A new action enfued, not more decifive than the foregoing. It 


was not fought with great obftinacy on either fide ; but whether the Dutch or the al- ; 


lies firft retired feems to be a matter of uncertainty. The lofs in the former of thefe 


attions fell chiefly on the French, whom the Englifh, difdent of their intentions, 
took care to place, many of them, under their own fquadrons ; and they thereby ex- 
pofed them to all the fire of theenemy. There feems not to have been a fhip Icft 
on either fide in the fecond engagement. 

Ir was fufficient glory to de Ruyter, that with a fleet much inferior to the com- 
bined fquadrons of France and England, he could fight without any notable difad- 
vantage ; and it was fufficient victory, that he could defeat the project of a deicent 
in Zealand; which, had it taken place, had been able, joined to fo many other cala- 
mities, totatly to have overturned the Dutch Commonwealth. Prince Rupert alfo 
was fufpected not to favour the King’s projects of fubduing Holland, or enlarging 

his 
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his authority at home; and from thefe motives, he was thought not to havé pref. 


fed fo hard ion the enemy, as his well-known valour might naturally have prompted 
him. It is indeed rema:kable. that, during this war, tho’ the Englifh with their 
allies much over-matched the Hollanders, they were nct able to gain any advantage 
cver them; while in the former war, tho’ often over-borne by numbers, they 
fill exerted themfelves with the moft heroic courage, and always acquired great 
renown, fometimes even fienal victories, Bur they were difgufted with the prefent 
meatures, which they efteemed pernicious to their country ; they were not fatisfy’d 
in the juftice of the quarrel ; and they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of their 
confederates, whom, had they been permitted, they would with much more plea- 
fure have deftroyed than even the enemy themfelves. 


Ir Prince Rupert was not favourable to the defigns of the court, he enjoyed as 
little favour from the court, at leaft from the Duke, who, tho’ he could no longer 


command the fleet, ftill poffeffed the chief authority in the Admiralty. The Prince 


complained of a total want of every thing, powder, fhot, provifions, beer, and 
even water; and he went into harbour, that he might repair the fleet, and fupply its 
numerous neceflities. After fomé weeks he was refitted; and he again put to fea, 
The hottile fleets met at'the mouth of the Texel, and fought the laft battle, which, 
during a courfe of fo many years, thefe neighbouring maritime powers have difputed 
with each other. De Ruyter, and under him Tromp, commanded the Dutch ia 
this action, as in the two former: For the Prince of Orange had reconciled thefe 
two gallantrivals ; and they retained nothing of their former animofity, except that 
emulation, which made them exert themfelves with more diftineuifhed bravery 
again{t the enemies of their country. Brankert was oppofed to D’ Etreés, de Ruye 
ter to Prince Rupert, Tromp to Sprague. It is remarkable, that in all actions 
thefe brave admirals laft mentioned had {till feleGed each other, as the only anta- 
gonifts worthy each others valour; and no decifive advantage had as yet been gained 


by eitherof them. They fuught in this battle, as if there were no mean betwixt 
death and victory. 


D’ Errees and all the French {quadron, except rear admiral Martel, kept ata 
diftance ; and Brankert, inftead of preffing on them, bore down to the affiftance 
of de Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat with Prince Rupert. Onno 
oceafion did the Prince acquire more deferved honour: Flis conduct, as well as valour, 
fhone out with fienal luftre. Flaving difengaged his {quadron from the numerous 
enemies, with which he was every where furrounded, and having joined Sir John 
Chichely, his rear admiral, who had been feparated from him, he made hafte to the 


telief of Sprague, who was very hard prefled by Tromp’s fquadron. The Royal 


Vrince; inwhich Sprague firft engaged, was fo difabled, that he was obliged to hoift 
| his 
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his fag on board the St.George ; while Tromp was for a like reafon obliged to quit 
his fhip, the Golden Lion, and go on board the Comet. The fight was renewed. 
with the utmoft fury by thefe valorous rivals, and by the rear admirals, their fe- 
conds. Offory, rearadmiral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, when he 
faw the St. George terribly torne, and ina manner difabled. Sprague was leaving 
it in order to hoift his flag on board a third fhip, and return to the charge, when 
a fhot, which had paffed thro’ the St. George, took his boat, and funk her. The 
admiral was drowned, to the great regret of Tromp himfelf, who beftowed on his 
valour the deferved praifes. 


Prince Rupert found affairs in this dangerous fituation, and faw moft of the 
fhips in Sprague’s fquadron difabled from fight. The engagement was renewed, 
and became very clofe and bloody. The Prince threw the enemy into great dif- 
order... To encreafe it, he fent among them two fire-fhips ; and at the fame time 
made a fignal to the French to bear down, which if they had done, a total victory 
muft haveenfued. But the Prince, when he faw that they neglected his fignal, and 
obferved that moft of his fhips were in no condition to keep the fea long, wifcly 
provided for their fafety by making eafy fail towards the Englifh coaft. The vic- 
tory in this battle was as doubtful, as in all the act:ons fought during the prefent 


war. 


Tue turn, which the affairs of the Hollanders took by land, was more favourable. 
The prince of Orange befieged and took Naerden; and from this fuccefs gave his 


country reafon to hope for {till more profperous enterprizes. Montecuculi, who 
commanded the Imperialifts on the upper Rhine, deceived, by the moft artful con- 


Chap. III. 
1673. 


duct, the vigilance and penetration of Turenne, and making a fudden march, fat . 


down before Bonne, The Prince of Orange’s conduct was no lefs mafterly ; while 
he eluded all the French generals, and leaving them behind him, joined his army to 
the Imperialifts. Bonne was taken in a few days: Several other places of the elec- 
torate of Cologne fell into the hands of the allies: And the communication being 
thus cut off between France and the United Provinces, Lewis was obliged to recall 
his forces, and to abandon all his conquefts with greater rapidity than he had at 
firft made them. The taking Maeftricht was the only advantage, which he gain- 
ed this campaign. 

A concress was opened at Cologne under the mediation of Sweden ; but with 
fmall hopes of fuccefs. The demands of the two Kings were fuch as muit have re- 
duced the Hollanders to perpetual fervitude. In proportion as the affairs of the 
States rofe, the Kings funk in their demands; but the States ftill funk lower in 
their offers; and it was impoffible for the parties ever to agree on any conditions. 


After the French evacuated Holland, the congrefs broke up ; and the feizure of 


Vot. Il. Ho h Prince 


Conerefs of 


~ 4 
Cologne. 
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Chap. lI. Prince William of Furftenburg by the Imperialifts, afforded the French and Englith . 
me good pretext for leaving Cologne. ‘The Dutch ambaffadors in their memorials 
exprefied all the haughtinefs and difdain, fo natural to a free State, which had met 
with fuch unmerited ill ufage. 


20th of Ofo- "THe Parliament of England was now affembled, and difcovered much ereater 

ee Fe fymptoms of il] humour, than had appeared in their laft meeting. ‘They had feen 
for fome time a negotiation of marriage carried on between the Duke of York, and 
the Archduchefs of Infpruc, a catholic of the Auftrian family ; and they had made 
no oppofition. But when that intention failed, and the Duke applied to a Princefs 
of the houfe of Modena, then in clofe conjunction with F rance; this circumftance, 
joined to fo many other grounds of difcontent, raifed the Commons into a flame 5 
and they remonftrated with the greateft zeal againft the intended marriage. The 
King told them, that their remonftrance came too late; and that the marriage was 
aiready agreed on, and even celebrated by proxy. The Commons ttill infifted ; and 
proceeding to the examination of the other parts of government, they voted the 
{tanding army to be a grievance, and declared, that they would grant no more fup- 


ply, unlefs it appeared, that the Dutch were fo obftinate as to refufe all reafonable 


4thofNo- conditions. Tocut fhort thefe difagreeable attacks, 


the King refolved to prorogue 
vember. 


the Parliament; and with that intention he came unexpectedly to the Houfe of 
Peers, and fent the ufher to fummon the Commons, It happened, that the fpeaker 
and the ufher nearly met at the door of the Houfe; but thef peaker being within, fome 
of the members fuddenly fhut the door, and cried, To the chair, to the chair : While 
others cried, The black-rod is at the door. The fpeaker was hurried to the chair ; 
and the following motions were inflantly made: That the alliance with France is a 
erievance; that the evil counfellors about the King are a grievance; that the Duke 
of Lauderdale is a grievance, and not fit to be trufted or employed. There was a 
general cry, To the queftion, to the queftion: But the ufher knocking violently at the 
door, the fpeaker leapt from the chair, and the Houfe rofe in great confufion, 


“Durine the interval, Shaftefbury, -whofe intrigues with the malecontent party 
were now become notorious, was difmiffed from the office of chancellor ; and the 
feals were given to Sir Heneage Finch, under the title of lord keeper. The teft 
had incapacitated Clifford ; and the white ftaff was conferred on Sir Thomas Of- 
borne, foon after created Earl of Danby, a minifter of ability, who had rifen by his 
parliamentary talents. Clifford retired into the country, and foon after died. 


1674. Tue Parliament had been prorogued 
“th of Febru- 


» in order to give the Duke leifure to con- 
ary. fummiate his marriage; but the King’s n 


eceffities foon obliged him again to aflemble 
them; and by fome popular aéts he paved the way for the feffions. But all his. 


' efforts 
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efforts were vain. The difguft of the Commons was fixed on foundations too Chap. II. 
deep to be eafily removed. They began with applications for a general fat ; by i Sa 
which they intimated, that the nation was in a very calamitous condition : They ad- 
dreffed againft the King’s guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to liberty, 
and even as illegal, fince they had never yet received the fanétion of Patliament - 
They took fome fteps towards eftablifhing a new and more rigorous teft againft 
popery : And what chiefly alarmed the court, they made an attack on the members 
of the cabal, to whofe pernicious councils they juftly imputed all their prefent griev- 
ances. Clifford was dead: Shaftefbury had made his peace with the country 
party, and was become their leader: Buckingham was endeavouring to imitate 
Shaftefbury ; but his intentions were as yet known to very few. A motion was 
therefore made in the Houle of Commons for his impeachment: He defired to be 
heard at the bar; but expreffed himfelf in fo confufed and ambiguous a manner as 
gave little fatisfaction. He was required to anfwer precifely to certain queries, 
which they propofedtohim. Thefe queries regarded all the articles of mifconduc 
abovementioned ; and among the reft, the following one feems remarkable, “* By 
‘* whofe advice was the army brought up to awe the debates and refolutions of the 
“© Houfe of Commons ?*” This fhews to what length the fufpicions of the Houfe 
were at that time carried. Buckingham, in all his anfwers, endeavoured to excul- 
pate himfelf, and to load Arlington. He fucceeded not in the former intention - 
The Commons voted an addrefs for his removal. But Arlington, who was on many 
accounts obnoxious to the Houfe, was attacked. Articles were drawn up againit 
him ; tho’ the impeachment was never profecuted. 


Tue King plainly faw, that he could expeé& no fupply from the Commons for 
carrying on a war, which was fo odious to them. He refolved therefore to make 
a feparate peace with the Dutch, on the terms which they had propoied, thro’ 
the canal of the Spanifh ambaflador. Witha cordiality, which, in the prefent dif- 
pofition on both fides, was probably but affeéted, but which was obliging, he afked 
advice of the Parliament. The Parliament unanimoufly concurred, both in thanks 
for this gracious condefcenfion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was accord- 
ingly concluded. The honour of the flag was yielded by the Dutch in the moft ex- 
tenfive terms: A regulation of trade was agreed to: All poffeffions were reftored Peace with 
to the fame condition as before the war: The Englith planters in Surinam were al- #ol/and. 
lowed to remove at pleafure: And the States agreed to pay to the King the fum of 
800,000 patacoons, near 300,000 pounds. Four days after the Parliament was 28th of Fe- 
prorogued, the peace was proclaimed in London, to the creat joy of the people, ry 
Spain had declared, that fhe could no longer ftand neuter, if hoftilities were continued 
againft Holland; and a great decay of trade was forefeen, in cafe a rupture fhould 
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enfue with that nation, The profpect of this lofs contributed very much to en- 

creafe the national averfion to the prefent war, and to enliven the general joy for 

its conclufion. 

- Tuere was in the French fervice a large body of Englifh to the number of 

10,000 men, which had acquired great honour in every action, and had contributed 

oreatly to the fuccefles of Lewis. Thefe troops, Charles faid-he was bound by 

treaty not to recall ; but he obliged himfelf to the States by a fecret article not to 
allow them to be recruited. His partiality to France prevented a ftrict execution of 

this article. 


- 
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F we confider the projects of the famous Cabal, it will be hard to determine, 
whether the end, which they propofed, was more blameable and pernicious, or 
the means, by which they were to effect it, more impolitic and imprudent. Tho’ 
they might talk only of recovering or fixing the King’s authority; their intention 
could be no other than that of making him wholly abfolute: Since it was not pof- 
fible to regain or maintain, in oppofition to the people, any of thafe powers of the 


crown, abolifhed by late law or cuftom, without fubduing the people, and rendering 


the royal prerogative entirely uncontroulable. Againft fuch a fcheme, they might 
forefee, that every party of the nation would declare themfelves, not only the old 
parliamentary party, which, tho’ they kept not in a body, were {till very nume- 
rous; but even the greateft Royalifts, who were indeed attached to Monarchy, but 
defired to fee it limited and reftrained by law. It had appeared, that the prefent 
Parliament, tho’ elected during the greateft prevalence of the royal party, were 
yet very tenacious of popular privileges, and retained a confiderable jealoufy of the 

| | Crown, 
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Crown, even before they had received any juft ground of fufpicion. The guards, 
therefore, together with a {mall army, new levied, and undifciplined, and compofed 
too of Englifhmen, were almoft the only domeftic refource, which the King could 
depend on in the profecution of thefe dangerous councils. 


Tue affiftance of France was, no doubt, efteemed by the Cabal a confiderable 
wheel in the political engine, which they were framing : But it is not eafily con- 
ceived, that they could imagine themfelves capable of managing and conducting 
it. They ought juftly to have fufpected, that it would be Lewis’s fole intention, 
as it evidently was his intereft, to raife incurable jealoufies between the King and 
his people ; and that he faw how much a fleddy uniform government in this ifland, 
whether free or abfolute, would form invincible barriers to his ambition. Should 
his affiftance be demanded; if he fent a fmall fupply, it would ferve only to enrage 
the people, and render the breach altogether irreparable ; if he furnifhed a oreat 
force, fufficient to fubdue the nation, there was little reafon to truft his generofity, 
with regard to the ufe, which he would make of this advantage. 

In all its other parts, the fcheme of the Cabal, it muft be confefled, appears 
equally abfurd and incongruous. If the war with Holland was attended with ereat 
fuccefs, fuch an acceffion of force muft fall to Lewis, not to Charles: And what 
hopes afterwards of refifting by the greateft unanimity fo mighty a monarch? How 
dangerous, or rather how ruinous to depend upon his affiftance againift domettic 
difcontents ? If the Dutch, by their own vigour, and the affiftance of allies, were 
able to defend themfelves, and could bring the war to an equality ; the ith, 
arms would be fo employed abroad, that no confiderable reinforcement could 
es be Fa to lecond the King’s wad tes in Ra v ope = might not 


seine vithout the agoravation of minnie that Sie eich they ices as 
their bet ally, and with which, on many accounts, they were defirous of maintain- 
ing the greateft concord and ftricteft confederacy ? 

WuatTever views likewife might be entertained of promoting by thefe mea- 
fures the catholic religion ; they could tend only to re onder all the other {chemes ab- 
ortive, and make them fall with inevitable ruin upon the projectors. ‘I’he catho- 
lic religion, indeed, where it is eftab! ifhed, is more proper than the proteftant for 
fupporting an abfolute Monarchy ; but would any man have thought of it as the 
means of acquiring arbitrary authority in England, where it was more detefted than 
flavery itfelf ¢ 

Ir mutt be allowed, that the difficulties, and even inconfiftencies, attending the 
{chemes of the Cabal, are fo numerous and obvious, that one feels at firft an incli- 
nation to deny the reality of thofe {chemes, and to fuppofethem entirely the chimeras 
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of calumny and faction, But the utter impoffibility of accounting by any other 
hypothefis for thofe ftrange meafures embraced by the court, as well as for the nu- 
merous circumftances, which accompanied them, obliges us to acknowlege (tho? | 
there remains no direct evidence of it*) that a formal plan was laid for fubverting 
the conftitution, and that the King and the Miniftry were in reality con{pirators 
againft the people. What is moft probable in human affairs is not always true; 
and a very minute circumftance, overlooked in our {peculations, ferves often to 
explain events, which may feem the moft furprizing and unaccountable. Tho’ 
the King poffefled penetration and a found judgment, his capacity was chiefly fitted 
for {maller matters t+, and the ordinary occurrences of life ; nor had he application 
enough to carry his view to diftant confequences, or to digeft and adjuft any plan 
of political operations, As he icarce ever thought twice on any one fubject, every 
appearance of advantage was apt to feduce him; and when he found his way ob- 
ftructed by unlooked-for difficulties, he readily turned afide into the firft path, 
where he expected more to gratify the natural indolence of his difpofition. To this — 
verfatility or pliancy of genius, he himfelf was inclined to truft ; and he thought, 
that, after trying an experiment for enlarging his authority, he could eafily, if it 
failed, return into the ordinary channel of government. But the fufpicions of the 
people, tho’ they burft not forth at once, were by this attempt rendered alto- 
gether incurable ; and the more they reflected on the circumftances, attending it, 
the more refentment and jealoufy were they apt to entertain. They obferved, that 
the King never had any favourite; that he was never governed by his minifters, 


{carce 


* No treaty to this purpofe with France ever appeared; and indeed, it is probable for the reafons 
mentioned above, that no fuch treaty was ever formally entered into: The King thought it fufficient, 
that he joined his intereft with that of the French Monarch, and he believed that this circumftance 
alone would enable him to depend on that Prince’s affiftance in cafe of neceflity. The abbot Primi in- 
deed publifhed at Paris the terms of a treaty to this purpofe: But there are fo many difficulties attend- 
ing his narration, that it can have little weight with us: He {poke only by conjeéture, or if he was fup- 
plied by the French Minifters with materials, it was fo much the intereft of that court to embroil the 
King with his fubjeéts, that their account is very much to be fufpected. He fays too, that it was ex- 
prefsly agreed to divide the United Provinces, to give the inland Provinces to Lewis, Zealand to 
Charles, Holland to the Prince of Orange. But this is very improbable on many accounts, particular- 
ly becaufe there is no appearance of {uch a fcheme in the French propofals at Utrecht. We fee plainly 
by them, that there was no concerted plan betwixt the two Kings, and that they governed themfelves 
entirely by events. Father Orleans, who, it is faid, wrote from materials given him by K. James, is the 
moft authentic teftimony of the arbitrary defigns of the court; and there is no doubt of the truth of his 
narration in this particular, But his hiftory in other refpects is fo falfe and fuperficial, that were it not 
fupported by other arguments, it would in this narration have fmall weight with us. But after all, the 
difcourfe of Sir William Temple to the King after-mentioned, which that Monarch does not oppofe, is, 
next to the evidence of faéts, the beft proof of the King’s intentions. 

+ Duke of Buckingham’s charaer of K, Charles IL. 
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fcarce even by his miftreffes ;. and that he himfelf was the chief {pring of all public 
councils, Whatever appearance, therefore, of a change might be pretended, they 
{till fufpected, that the fame projec was fecretly in agitation ; and no precaution 
they deemed too great to fecure them againft the pernicious confequences of fuch 
councils. 

Tue King fenfible of this jealoufy, was inclined thenceforth not to truft alto- 
gether to his people; and tho’ obliged to make a feparate peace, he ftill kept 
up connexions with the French monarch, He apologized for deferting his ally, 
by reprefenting to him all the real. undiffembled difficulties, under which he ]a- 


boured ; and Lewis, with the greateft complaifance and good humour, admitted the 


validity of his excufes. The Duke likewife, confcious that his principles and con- 
duct had rendered him ftill more obnoxious to the people, maintained on his own 
account a feparate correfpondence with the French court, and entered into parti- 
cular connexions with Lewis, which thefe Princes dignified with the name of friend- 
fhip. The Duke had only in view the fecuring his fucceffion, and favouring the 
Catholics; and it muft be acknowleged to his praife, that, tho’ his fchemes were 
dangerous to the people, they gave the King no juft ground of jealou fy. A dutiful 
fubject, and an affectionate brother, he knew no other rule of conduét but obedi- 
ence; and the fame unlimited fubmiffion, which he afterwards, when King, ex- 
acted of his people, he was ever willing, before he afcended the throne, to pay to 
his Sovereign. 


As the King was at peace with all the world, and almoft the only Prince in Eu- 
rope who was placed in that agreeable fituation, he thought proper to offer his me- 
diation to the contending powers, in order to compofe all their differences. France, 
willing to negotiate under fo favourable a mediator, very readily accepted Charles’s 
offer ; but, it was apprehended, that, for a like reafon, the allies would be induced 


to refufe it. In order to give a fanétion to his new councils, the King invited | 
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Temple from his retreat, and appointed him ambaflador to the States. That wife Remon- 
minifter, reflecting on the unhappy iffue of his former undertakings and the fatal anes —e 


os, 
turn of councils, which had occafioned it, refolved, before he embarked anew, to 


acquaint himfelf, as far as poffible, with the real intentions of the King, in thofe po- 
pular meafures, which he feemed to have again adopted. After blaming the dan- 
gerous fchemes of the Cabal, which the King was defirous to excufe, he told his 
Majefty very plainly, that he would find it extremely difficult, if not abfolutely im- 
poffible, to erect in England the fame fyftem of government and religion, which was 
eftablifhed in France: That the univerfal bent of the nation was againft both ; and 
it required ages to change the genius and fentiments of a people: That many, who. 
were at bottom indifferent in matters of religion, would yet oppofe all alterations 


Or 


/, Temp!es 
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Chap. IV. on that head ; becaufe they confidered, that nothing but force of arms could fubdue 
1074 the reluétance of the people againft popery 5 after which, they knew, there could be 

no fecurity for civil liberty : That in France every circumftance had long been ad- 
jufted to that fyftem of government, and tended to its eftablifhment and fupport : 
That the commonalty, being poor and difpiriced, were of no account ; the nobility, 
engaged by the profpect or poffeffion of numerous offices, civil and military, were 
entirely attached to the court ; the ecclefiaftics, retained by like motives, added the 
fanction of religion to the principles of civil policy : That in England a great part 
of the landed property belonged to the yeomanry-or middling gentry; the King had 
few offices to beftow; .and could not himfelf even fubfift, much lefs maintain an 
army, except by the voluntary fupplies of his Parliament: That if he had an army on 
foot, yet, if compofed of Englith, they would never-be prevailed on to promote ends, 
which the people fo much feared and hated : That the Roman Catholics in Eng- 
land were not the hundredth part of the nation, and in Scotland, not the two hun- 
dredth ; and it feemed againft all common fenfe to hope, by one part, to govern 
ninety nine, who were of contrary fentiments and difpofitions :. And that foreign 
troops, if few, would tend only to inflame hatred and difcontent; and how to raife 
and bring over at once, or to maintain many, it was very difficult to imagine. 
To thefe reafonings Temple added the fentiments of Gourville, a Frenchman, for 
whom, he knew, the King had entertained a great efteem, ‘‘ A King of England,” 
faid Gourville, ‘* who will be the man of bis people, is the greateft King in the 
«© world: But if he will be any thing more, he .is nothing at all.” ‘The King 
heard at firft this difcourfe with fome impatience; but being a very dextrous dif- 
fembler, he feemed moved.at laft, and laying his hand on Temple’s, faid with an 
appearing cordiality, ** And I will be the man of my people.” 


Trempie when he went abroad, foon found, that the fcheme of mediating a peace 
was likely to prove quite abortive. The allies, befides their jealoufy of the 
King’s mediation, were extremely bent upon the’ continuance of the war. Spain 
had ftipulated with Holland never to come to an accommodation, till all things in 
Flanders were reftored to the condition, in which they had been left by the Pyre- 
nean treaty. The Emperor had very high pretenfions in Alface; and as the great- 
eft part of the empire joined in the alliance, it was hoped, that France, by fuch an 
over-match of force, would foon be obliged to fubmit to the cerms demanded of her. 
The States indeed, oppreffed by exorbitant taxes, as well as checked in their com- 
merce, were defirous of peace, and had few or no claims of their own to retard it: 
But they could not in gratitude, nor even in good policy, abandon allies, to whofe 
proteétion they had been fo lately indebted for their fafety. The Prince of Orange 
likewife, who had great influence in their councils, was all on fire for military fame, 
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and was pleafed to be at the head of armies, from which fuch mighty fucceffes Chap. IV. 
were expected. Under various pretexts, he eluded, during the whole campaign, 1°74 
the meeting with Temple; and after the troops were fent into winter-quarters, he 

told that minilter, in his firft conference, that till greater impreffion was made on 

France, reafonab!e terms could not be hoped for; and it was therefore vain to ne- 

gotiate. 

Tue fuccefs of the campaign had not anfwered expectation. The prince Campaign of 
of Orange, with a f{uperior army, was oppofed in Flanders to the prince of Condé, aS] 
and had hoped to penetrate into France by that quarter, where the frontier was 
then very feeble. -After long endeavouring, tho’ in vain, to bring Condé toa 
battle, he rafhly expofed, at Seneffe, a wing of his army; and that active prince 
failed not at once to fee and feize the advantage. — But this imprudence of the prince 
of Orange was amply compenfated by his behaviour in that obftinate and bl ody 
action which enfued. He rallied his difmayed troops; he led them to the charge ; 
he pufhed the veteran and martial troops of France; and he obliged the prince of 
Conde, notwithftanding his age and charaéter, to exert ereater efforts, and to 
rifque his perfon more, than in any aétion, where, even during the heat of youth, 
he had ever commanded. After fun-fet; the a€tion was continued by the light of 
the moon; and it was darknefs at laft, not the wearinefs of the combatants, which 
put an end to the conteft, and left the victory undecided. “ The prince of Orange,” 
faid Conde, with great candour and generofity, “ has aed in every thing like an 
‘* old captain, except venturing his life too like a young foldier.”? _Oudenarde was 
afterwards invefted by the prince of Orange; but he was obliged by the Imperial 
and Spanifh generals to raife the fiege on the approach of the enemy. He after- 
wards befieged and took Grave; and at the beginning of winter, the armies broke 
up, with great difcontents and complaints on all fides. 


THe allies were not more fuccefsful in other places. Lewis ina few weeks tre- 
conquered Franchecomté. In Alface, Turenne difplayed again{t a much fuperior 
enemy, all that military fkill, which, by long experience, profound refle€tion, and 
great genius, he had been able to acquire. By a fudden and forced march, he at- 
tacked and beat at Sintzheim the duke of Lorrain and Caprara, general of the 
Imperialifts. Seventy thoufand Germans pour into Alface, and take up their 
quarters in that province, Turenne, who had retired into Lorrain, returns unex- 
pectedly upon them. . He attacks and defeats a body of the enemy at Mulhaufen. 
He chafes from Colmar the eleétor of Brandenburgh, who commanded the Ger- 
man troops. He gains a new advantage at Turkheim. And having diflodged all 
the allies, he obliges them to repafs the Rhine; full of fhame for their multiplied 
defeats, and {till more, of anger and complaints againft each other. 
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In England, all thefe events were confidered by the people with great anxiety 
and concern; tho’ the King and his minifters affected great indifference with re- 
gard tothem. Confiderable alterations were about this time made in the Englifh 
miniftry. Buckingham was difgraced, who had long, by his wit and entertaining 
humour, poffefied the King’sfavour. The chief minifters were Arlington, now lord 
chamberlain, and Danby the treafurer. Great hatred and jealoufy took place be- 
tween thefe minifters; and the King’s affairs were fomewhat difturbed by their 
quarrels. But Danby gained eround every day with the King, and Arlington de- 
clined in the fame proportion. Danby was a frugal minifter ; and by his applica- 
tion and induftry, he brought the revenue into tolerable order. He endeavoured. 
fo to conduct himfelf as to give offence to no party; and the confequence was,. 
that he was able entirely to pleafe none. He was always adeclared enemy to the 
French intereft; but never poffefied authority enough to overcome the attachments. 
of the King and the Duke. It muft be afcribed to the prevalence of that intereft, 

that the Parliament was afiembled fo late this year; left they fhould attempt to: 
engage the King in meafures againft France, during the enfuing campaign. They 
met not till the approach of fummer. 


Every ftep taken by the Commons difcovered that ill humour and jealoufy, to. 
which the late open meafures of the King, and his prefent fecret attachments gave 
fuch juft foundation. They drew up a new bill againft popery, and refolved to» 
infert in it many fevere claufes for the detection and profecution of priefts : They 
addrefled a fecond time againft Lauderdale; and when the King’s anfwer was not 
fatisfactory, they feemed {till determined to perfevere in their applications: Anae- 
cufation was moved againft Danby; but upon examining the feveral articles, it 
was not found to contain any juft reafons of a profecution; and was therefore 
dropped: They applied to the King for recalling his troops from the French fer-. 
vice; and as he only promifed, that they fhou'd not be recruited, they appeared 
to be much diflatished with his anfwer: A bill was brought in, making it treafon. 
to levy money without authority of Parliament :. Another vacating the feats of 
. fach members as accepted of offices: Another to fecure the perfonal liberty of the 
fubje&t, and prevent the fending men prifoners beyond fea. 

Tuart the court party might not be idle, during thefe attacks, a bill for a new 
teft was introduced into the Eiceafe of Peers by the earl of Lindefey. . All mem- 
bers of either houfe, and all who poffefied any office, were by this bill required to- 
fwear, that it was not lawful, upon any pretext whatfoever, to take arms againft the 
King; that they abhorred ho traiterous pofition of taking arms by his authority 
againtt his perfon, or againft thofe commiffioned by bim ; and that they will not 
at any time endeavour the alteration of the proteftant religion or of the eftablifhed 
government either in church or ftate. 

Furiags 
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Furious oppofition was made to this bill ; as might be expected from the pre- Chap. IV. 
fent difpofition of the public. During feventeen days, the debates were carried on tQ75* 
with great zeal; and all the reafon and learning of both parties were difplayed on 
this memorable occafion. The queftion, indeed, with regard to refiftance, was a 
point, which entered into the controverfies of the old parties, cavalier and round- 
head; as it mace an effential part of the prefent difputes betwixt court and 
country. Few neutrals were found in the nation: But among fuch as could main- 
tain a calm indifference, there prevailed fentiments very wide of thofe adopted by 
either party. Such perfons thought, that all public declarations of the legifla- 
ture, either for or againft refiftance, were equally impolitic, and could ferve to no 
other purpofe, than to fignalize in their turn the triumph of one faétion over ano- 
ther: That the fimplicity retained in the antient laws of England, as well as in 
the laws of every other nation, ought ftill to be fupported, and was beft calculated 
to prevent the extremes on either fide: That the abfolute exclufion of refiftance, 
in all poffible cafes, was founded on fal/e principles ; its exprefs admiffion might 
be attended with dangerous confequences; and there was no neceffity of expofing 
the public to either inconvenience: That if a choice muft neceffarily be made in 
the cafe, the preference of utility to truth in public inftitutions was apparent; nor 
could the fuppofition of refiftance, beforehand and in general terms, be fafely ad- 
mitted in any government: That even in mixt monarchies, where that fuppofition 
feemed moft requifite, it was yet entirely fuperfluous; fince no man, on the ap- 
proach of extraordinary neceffity, could be at a lofs, tho’ not direéted by legal de- - 
clarations, to find the proper remedy : That even thofe, who might, at a diftance 
and in {cholaftic reafoning, exclude all refiftance, would yet hearken to the voice 
of nature; when evident ruin, both to themfelves and to the public, muft attend 
a ftrict adherence to their pretended principles: That the queftion, as it ought 
thus to be entirely excluded from all determinations of the legiflatute, was, even 
among private reafoners, little better than a difpute of words: That the one 
party could not pretend, that refiftance ought ever to become a familiar practice ; 
the other would furely have recourfe to it in great extremities : And thus the dif- 
ference could only turn on the degrees of danger or oppreffion, which could war- 
rant this irregular remedy ; a difference, which, in a general queftion, it was im- 
poffible, by any language, precifely to fix or determine. 

TueEre were many other abfurdities in-this teft, particularly that of fwearing not 
to alter the government either in church or ftate; fince all human inftitutions are 
liable to abufe, and require continual amendments, which are, in reality, fo many 
alterations. Itis notindeed poffible to makealaw, which does not innovate, more 
or lefs, inthe government, Thefe difficulties produced fuch obftructions to the 
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Chap. IV. bill, that it was wierd only by two voices in the Houfe of Peers. All the popiftr 
1675. Lords, headed by the ear! of Briftol, voted againft ir. It was fent down to the 
Houfe of Commons, where it was likely to meet with a fcrutiny ftill more fevere. 


Bur a quarrel, which enfued betwixt the two Houfes, prevented the paffing all 
the bills, projected during the prefent feffion. One Dr. Shirley, being caft in 
Chancery in a law-fuit again Sir John Fag, a member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, preferred a petition of appeal before the Houfe of Peers. The Lords res ~ 
ceived it, and fummoned Fag to appear before them. He complains to the 
lower Houfe, who efpoufe his caufe. They not only maintain, that-no member 
of their Houfe can. be fummoned before the Peers ; and for this claim they could 
plead precedent: They alfo affert, that the upper Houfe can receive no appeals 
from any court of equity ; a pretenfion, which extremely retrenched the jurifdie- 
tion of the Peers, and which was contrary to the practice that had prevailed during 
this whole century. The Commons fend Shirley to prifon: the Lords affert their 
powers. Conferences are tried ; but no accommodation enfues. - Four lawyers are 
fent to the Tower by the Commons, for tranfareffing the order of the Houfe, and 
pleading in this caufe before the Peers. The Peers denominate this arbitrary com- 
mitment a breach of the great charter, and order the lieutenant of the Tower to re- 
leafe the prifoners: He refufes obedience: They apply to the King, and defire 
him to punifh the lieutenant for his contempt. The King fummons both Houfes; 
exhorts them to.unanimity.; and informs them, that the prefent quarrel had arifen 
from the contrivance of his and their enemies, who propofed by that means to 
force a diffolution of the Parliament... His-advice has-no effect: The Commons 
continue as violent.as ever; and the King, finding that no bufinefs could be finith. 
ed, at Jaft prorogued the Parliament. 
13thofOGo- Wuen the Parliament were again aflembled, there appeared not in any refped 
Ae change of the dif, ofitions of either houfe. Ihe King defired fupplies, as well 

for the building of fhips: as for taking off anticipations, which lay upon his reve- 

nue. He even confefled, that he had not been altogether fo frugal as he might 

have been, and as he refolved to be for the future: Tho’ he afferted, that to 

his great fatisfaétion he had found his expences by no means fo exorbitant as 
fome had reprefented them. The Commons took into confideration the fubjeé of 

fupply. They voted 300,000 pounds for the building of fhips ; but they appro- 

priated the fum by very ftrict claufes. They pafied a refolution not to grant 

any fupply for taking off the anticipations of the revenue *.. This.vote was carried 

in 


* Several hiftorians have affirmed, that the Commons found, this feflion, upon enquiry, that. the 
King’s revenue was 1,600,000 pounds a year, and that the neceflary expence was but 700,000 pounds ; 5: 
and have appealed to the Journals for a proof. But there is not the leaft appearance of this in the 
Journals; and the fact is impofiible. 


8th of June. 
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in a very full houfe, by a majority of four only : So nearly were the parties balanced. 
The quarrel was revived, to which Dr. Shirley’s caufe had given occafion. The 
proceedings of the Commons difcovered equal violence as during laft feffion. A 
motion was made in the Houfe of Peers, but rejected, for addreffing the King 
to diffolve the prefent Parliament.. .The King contented himfelf with proroguing 
them to avery long term. Whether thefe quarrels between the Houfes arofe from 
contrivance or accident, was never certainly known, Each party might, according 
to their different views, efteem themfelves either gainers or lofers by them,, The 
Court might cefire to obftruct all attacks frem the Commons, by giving them 
other employment. The country party might defire the diffolution of a Parlia- 


Chap. IV, 
1675. 


22d of Nox 
vember.- 


ment, which, notwithftanding all difgufts, ftill contained too many royali{ts, ever: 


to ferve all the purpofes of the malecontents. 

Soon after the prorogation, there paffed a tranfaction, which in itfelf is trivial, 
but tends ftrongly to mark the genius of rhe Englith government, and of Charles’s 
adminiftration during this period. The liberty of the conftitution, and the variety 
as well as violence of the parties, had begot a propenfity for political converfa- 
tion ; and as the coffee-houfes in particular were the fcenes, where the condu& of 
the King and the miniftry was canvaffed with great freedom, a proclamation was 
iffued to fupprefs thefe places of rendezvous, for which the Englith have long 
retained a mighty fondnefs. Such an aét of power, during former reigns, would 
have been grounded entirely on the prerogative ; and before the acceffion of the 
houfe of Stuart, no fcruple would have been entertained witb regard to that exercife 
of authority. But Charles, finding doubts to arife upon his proclamation, -had 
recourfe to the judges, who. fupplied him with a chicane of Jaw, and that too a 
very frivolous one, by which he might juftify his proceedings: The aét, which 
fettled the excife, gave the King a power to refufe licences for retailing liquors to 
fuch as could not find fecurity for payment of the duties. But coffee was nota 
liquor liable to excife ; and even this power of refufing licences was very limited, 
and could not reafonably be extended beyond the intention of the aét. The King, 
therefore, obferving the people to be much: diflatisfied, yielded toa petition of the 
coffee-men, who promifed for the future to reftrain all feditious difceurfe in their 
houfes ; and the proclamation was recalled. 


c 


Tuis campaign proved more fortunate to the confederates than any other dar- 
ing this whole war. ‘I'he French took the field in Flanders with a very numerous 
army ; andthe King himfelf ferved as a volunteer under the prince of Condé, But 
notwithftanding his mighty preparations, he could gain no advantages but the tak- 
ing of Huy and Limbourg, places of no great confequence. The prince of 
Orange with a confiderable army oppefed him in all his motions; and neither party 
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was willing, without a vifible advantage, to hazard a general battle, which might 
be attended either with the entire lofs of Flanders on the one hand, or the invafion 
of France on the other, Lewis tired of fo unactive a campain, returned to Ver- 
failles; and the whole fummer pafied in Flanders without any memorable event. 

Turenne commanded on the upper Rhine, in oppofition to his great rival, 
Montecuculi, general of the Imperialifts. The object of the latter was to pafs the 
Rhine, to penetrate mto Alface, Lorraine, or Burgundy, and to fix his quarters in 
thefe provinces: ‘Phe aim of the former was to guard the French frontiers, and to 
difappoint all the fchemes of hisenemy. The moft confummate fkill was difplayed 
on both fides; and if any fuperiority appeared in Turenne’s condud, it was afcribed 
chiefly to his greater vigour of body, by which he was enabled to infpect all the 
pofts in perfon, and could on the {pot take the jufteft meafures for the execution of 
his defigns. By pofting himfeif on the German fide of the Rhine, he not only 
kept Montecuculi from paffing that river: He had alfo laid his plan in fo mafterly 
a manner, that in a few days he muft have obliged the Germans to decamp, and 
have gained a confiderable advantage over them ; when a period was put to his il- 
luftrious life, by arandom fhot, which ftruck him on the breaft, as he was taking a 
view of theenemy. The news excited forrow in King, court, and people, equalled 
by nothing which we meet with in hiftory, but the lamentations of the Roman 
people for the death of Germanicus. The confternation of the army was inex- 
preffible. The French troops, who, a moment before, were affured of victory, 
now confidered themfelves as totally vanquifhed ; andthe Germans, who would have 
been glad to compound for a fafe retreat, expectec no lefs than the total deftruction 
of the enemy. But de Lorges, nephew to Turenne, fucceeded him in the com- 
mand, and poffefied a great fhare of the genius and capacity of his predeceffor. By 
his fkilful operations, the French were enabled to repafs the Rhine, without confi- 
derable lofs; and this retreat was efteemed equally glorious with the greateft vic- 
tory. The defperate valour of the Englifh troops, who were placed in the rear, 
contributed greatly to fave the French army. They had been feized with equal 
paffion as the native troops of France, for their brave general, and fought with ar- 
dour to revenge his death onthe Germans. “The duke of Marlborough, then cap- 
tain Churchill, here learned the rudiments of that art, which he afterwards practifed 
with fuch fatal fuccefs againft France. 

Tuer prince of Condé left the army in Flanders under the command of Luxem- 
bourg; and carrying with him aconfiderable reinforcement, fucceeded to’Turenne’s 
command, Hedefended Alface from the Germans, whohad paffed the Rhine, 
and invaded that province. He obliged them firft to raife the fiege of Hagenau, 
- then that of Saberne. He eluded all their attempts to bring him to a battle. And 
having dextroufly kept them from eftablifhing themfelves in n Alface he forced them, - 

not- 
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notwithftanding their fuperiority of number, to repafs the Rhine, and take up their Chap. IV: 
winter quarters in their own country. BOTS 

Arter the death of Turenne, a detachment of the German army was fent tothe 
fiege of Treves: An enterprize, in which the Imperialifts, the Spaniards, the Pala- 
tine, the duke of Lorraine, and many other princes paffionately concurred. The 
project was well concerted, and executed with vigour. Marefchal Crequi, on the 
other hand, collected an army, and advanced with a view of forcing the Germans 
to raife the fiege. They left a detachment to guard their lines, and under the 
command of the dukes of Zell and Ofnabrugh, marched in queft of the enemy. 
At Confarbric, they fell unexpectedly, and with fuperior numbers, on Crequi, and 
put him to rout. He efcaped with four attendants only; and throwing himfelf 
into T'reves, refolved by a vigorous defence to make amends for his former error or 
misfortune. The garrifon was brave, but not abandoned to that toral Cefpair, by 
which their governor was actuated. They mutinied againft his obftinacy ; capi- 
tulated for themfelves ; and becaufe he refufed to fign the capitulation, they deli- 
vered him a prifoner into the hands of the enemy. 

Tis remarkable, that this rout of Crequi is almoft the only land battle loft by 
the French from Rocroi to Bleinheim, during the courfe of above fixty years ; and 
thefe too, full of bloody wars againft potent and martial enemies: Their victories 
equal almoft the number of years during that period. Such was the vigour and 
good conduct of that Monarchy! And fuch too were the refources and good po- 
licy of the European nations, by which they were enabled to repair their loffes, and 
{ti!] to confine that mighty power nearly within its antient limits! A fifth part of 
thefe victories would have fufficed in another period to have given to France the 
empire of Europe. 

Tue Swedes had been engaged, by the payment of large fubfidies, to take part 
with the French monarch, and invade the territories of the elector of Brandenburgh 
in Pomerania. That elector, joined by fome Imperialifts from Silefia, fell upon 
them with great bravery and fuccefs. - He foon beat them out of his part of that 
country, and purfued them into their own. He had an interview with the King 
of Denmark, who was now entered into the interefts of the confederates, and refoly- 
ed to declare war againft Sweden. Thefe princes concerted meafures for puthing 
the victory. 

To all thefe misfortunes againft foreign enemies were united fome domeftic in- 
furrections of the common people in Guienne and Brittany. Tho’ foon fuppreffed, 
they divided the force and attention of Lewis. The only advantage, gained by 
he French, was at fea. Meffina in sicily had revolted ; and a fleet under the duke 
.e Vivonne was difpatched to fupport the rebels. The Dutch had fenr a {qua- 

dron 
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Chap. IV. dron to affift the Spaniards. A battle enfued, where de Ruyter was killed. This 
‘°75- event alone was thought equivalent to a victory. 


Tue French, who, twelve years before, had fearce a fhip of war inany i their har- 
bours, had raifed themfelves, by means at perfeverance and policy, to be, in their 
prefent force, tho’ not in their refources, the firft maritime power in F.urope. 
Lhe Dutch, while in alliance with them againft England, had fupplied them with 
feveral veffels, and had taught them the rudiments of the difficult art of fhip build- 
ing.. The Englifh next, when in alliance with them againft Holland, inftruéted 
them in the meron of fighting their fhips, and of preferving order in naval engeg re 
ments. Lewis availed himielf of every oppoitunity to aggrandize his people, 
while Charles, funk in indolence and pleafure, neglected all sie Robie arts of govern- 
ment; or if, at any time, he roufed himfelf ath his lethargy, his induttry, by 
reafon of the unhappy projects which he embraced, was often more pernici us to 
the public than his inactivity itfelf. He was as anxious to promote the naval power 
of France, as if the fafety of his crown had depended on it ; and many of the plans 
executed in that kingdom, were firft, ’tis faid*, digefted and correéted by him. 
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«676. Tne fuccefies of the allies had been confiderable the laft campaign; but the 
Spaniards and Imperialifts well knew, that France was not yet fufficiently broke fo 
as to fubmit.to the terms which they refolved to impofe upon her. Tho’ they 

Congrefs of could not refufe the King’s mediation, and Nimeguen, after many difficulties, was 
Nimeguen. at Jaft fixed on as the place of congrefs ; yet under one pretext or other, they ftill 
delayed fending their ambafladors, and no progrefs was made in the negotiation. 
Lord Berkeley. sir William Temple, and Sir Lionel Jenkins, were the Englifh 
ambafiadors at Nimeguen, The Dutch, who were impatient for peace, foon ap- 
peared: Lewis, who hoped to divide the allies, and who knew, that ke himfelf 
could neither be feduced nor forced into a difadvantageous peace, fent ambafladors: 
The. Swedes, who hoped to recover by treaty, what they had loft by arms, were al- 
fo forward to negotiate. But as thefe powers could not proceed of themfelves to 
fettle terms, the congrefs, as yet, ferved merely as an amufement to the public. 
Campaign of Ir was by the events of the campaign, not the conferences of negotiators, that 
1676. the articles of peace were to be determined. The Spanifh towns, ill fortified and 
worfe defended, made buta feeble refiftance to Lewis, who, by laying up maga- 
zines during the winter, was able to take the field early in the fpring, before the 
forage could be found in the open country. In the month of April he laid fiege to 
Condé, and took it by ftorm in four days. _ Having fent the duke of Orleans to be- - 
Siege a mad a {mall but important fortrefs, he pofted himfelf fo advantage- 


oufly 
* Welwood, Burnet, Coke. 
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oufly with his main army, as to hinder the confederates from relieving it, or fight- sys IV. 
ing without difadvantage. The Prince, in fpite of all the difficulties of the pes Ns sa 
ae and the want of provifions, came in fight of the French army; but his in- 
duftry ferved to no other purpofe than to renee him a fpectator of the furrender of 
Bouchaine, Both armies ftood in awe of each other, and were unwilling to hazard. 
an action, which might be attended with the moft important confequences. Lewis, 

tho’ he wanted not perfonal courage, was very little e enterprizing in the field; 
and being refolved this campaign to reft contented with the advantages, which he 
had fo early acquired, he thought proper to entruft his army to Marefchal Scom- 
berg, and retired himfelf to Verfailles. After his departure, the Prince of Orange 
laid fiege to Maeftricht ; but meeting with an obitinate refiftance, he was obligeds 
on the approach of Scivman bites who in the mean time had taken Aire, to raife the 
fiege. He was incapable of yielding to adverfity or bending under misfortunes : 
But he began to forefee, that, by the negligence and errors of his allies, the war 
in Flanders muft neceflarily have a very unfortunate iffue. 


On the upper Rhine, Philipfbourgh was taken by the Imperialifts. In Pomera- 
nia, the Swedes were fo unfuccefsful againft the Danes and Brande: oburghers, that 
they feemed to be lofing apace all thot pofieffions, which, with fo much valour 
and good fortune, they had acquired in Germany. 

AgzouT the beginning of winter, the congrefs of Nimeguen was pretty full, and 
the plenipotentiaries of the Emperor and Spain, two powers ftritly conjoined by 
blood and alliance, at Jaft appeared. The Dutch had threatened, if they delayed 
longer, to proceed to a feparate treaty with France. In the conferences and ne- 
gotiations, the difpofitions of the parties became every day more apparent. 


Tue Hollanders, loaded with debts, and harraffed with taxes, were defirous . 
putting an end toa war; where, befides the inconveniences attending all leacues, th ost: 
weaknefs of the Span eas: the divifions and delays of the Germans, prognottivare 
nothing but difgrace and misfortune. Their commerce lancuifhed ; and what gave 
them {till greater anxiety, the commerce of England, by reafon of her neutra! lity, 
flourifhed extremely ; and they were apprehenfive, left advantages, once loft, would 
never thorowly be regained. They had themfelves no farther motive for continue 
ing the war, except to fecure a good fronticr to Flanders; but gratitude to their - 
allies {till engaged them to try, whether another campaign might procure a peaces 
which would give general fatisfaétion. The Prince of Orange, urged by motives 
of honour, of ambition, and of animofity againft France, endeavoured to keep 
them fteady to this-refolution. 


Vateck: : K k Pere 
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ss eh THe Spaniards, not to mention the other incurable weakneffes, into which their’ 
nionarchy was fallen, were diftracted with domeftic differifions betwixt the parties. 
of the Queen Regent and of Don John, natural brother to their young fovertign. 
Tho’ unable of themfe!ves to defend Flanders, they were refolute not to conclude’ 
a peace, which would leave it expofed to every aflault or inroad ; and while they 
made the moft magnificent promifes to the States, their real truft was in the pro= 
tection of England. They faw, that, if that {mall but important territory was once 
fubdued by France, the Hollanders, expofed to fo terrible a power, would fall into: 

_ dependance, and would endeavour, by fubmiffions,.to ward off that deftruétion, to 
which a war in the heart of their State muft neceffarily expofe them. They believed, 
that Lewis, fenfible how much greater advantages he would reap from the alliance 
than from the fubjection of the Republic, which muft featter its people and.com- 
nerce, would be contented with very moderate conditions, and would turn. his 
enterprizes againft his other neighbours. They thought it impoffible but the peo- 


bl dies 


ple and Parliament of England, forefeecing thefe obvious confequences, muft at laft 
force the King to take part in the affairs of the continent, in which their interefts 
were fo deeply concerned, And they trufted, that even the King himfelf, on the 
approach of fo great.a danger, muft open his eyes, and facrifice his. prejudices, in. 
favour of France, to the fafety of his own kingdoms. | 

Uncertain Bur Charles here found himfelf entangled in fuch oppofite motives. and engage- 

King. of the ments, as he had not refolution enough to break, nor-patience to unravel. On the. 
one hand, he always regarded his alliance with France as a fure reflource in.cafe of 
any commotions among his own fubjeéts; and whatever fchemes he. might have 
formed for enlarging his authority, or altering the eftablifhed religion, it was from. 
that quarter alone he could expect affiftance. He had actually in fecret fold his 
neutrality to France, and he received remittances of a ‘million of livres a year, which _ 
was afterwards encreafed to two millions; a confiderable fupply-in the prefent em- 
barrafied ftate of his revenue. And he dreaded, left the Parliament fhould treat. . 
him as they had formerly done his father ; and after they had engaged him in a war 
on the continent, fhould take advantage of his neceflities, and make him purchafe 
fupplies by facrificing his prerogative, and abandoning his minitters, 

Ow the other hand, the cries of his people and Parliament, feconded by Danby, 
Arlington, and molt of his minifters, incited him to take part with the ailies, and 
to correct the unequal ballance of power in Europe.. He might apprehend danger 
from oppofing fuch earneft defires : He might hope for large fupplies, if he con- 
curred with them : And however inglorious and indolent his di{pofition, the renown 
of aGting as arbiter of Europe, would probably at intervals rouze him from his le- 
thargy, and move him to fupport the high character, with which he was inveited, 

Ir 
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Ir is worthy obfervation, that during this period, the King was, by every one, Chap. IV. 
abroad and at home, by France and by the allies, allowed the undifputed arbiter of °°77" 
Europe; and no terms of peace, which he would have prefcribed, could have 
been refufed by either party. Tho’ France afterwards found means to refift 1 
fame alliance, joined with England ; yet was fhe then obliged to make fuch violent 


efforts as quite exhaufted her; and it was the utmott neceffity, which pufhed her 
to find reffources, far furpaffing her own expectations. Charles was fenfible, that, 


fo long as the war continued abroad, he would never e: joy eafe at home, fromthe 
impatience and importunity of his fubjects ; yet could he never refolve to impofe 
a peace by openly conjoining himfelf with either party. lerms advantageous to 
the allies muft lofe him the friendfhip of France: The contrary would enrage his 
Parliament. Between thefe views, he perpetually floated ; and from his conduct, 
it is obfervable, that a carelefs, remifs difpofition, agitated by oppofite motives, 
is capable of as great inconfiftencies as is incident even to the greateit imbecillity 
and folly. 

Tue Parliament was affembled; and theKing made them a very plaufible {peech, 
where he warned them again{t all differences among themfelves ; expreffed a refo bruary. 
lution to do his part for bringing their confultations to a happy iffue ; and offered “** 
his confent to any laws for the farther fecurity of their religion, liberty, and proper- 
ty. Hethen told them of the decayed condition of the navy ; and afked money 
for repairing it : He informed them, that part of his revenue, the addi‘ional] exc fe, 
was foon to expire: And he added thefe words, “ You may at any time fee the 
“* yearly eftablifhed expence of the government, by which it will appear, that the 
“* conftant and unavoidable charge being paid, there will remain no overplus to- 
‘* wards anfwering thofe contingencies, which may happen in all kingdoms, and 
*¢ which have been a confiderable burthen on me this latt year.” 


Brrore the Parliament entered upon bufinefs, they were ftopped by a doubt, 


which was ftarted concerning the legality of their meeting, It had been ena&ed by 
an old law of Edward the third, “* That Parliaments fhould be held once every 
“* year, or oftner, if need be.” The laft prorogation had been longer than a year ; 4 
and being fuppofed on that account illegal, it was pretended to be equivalent to a 
diflo‘ution. The confequence feems by no means juft; and befides, a latter aé, 
that which repealed the triennia! law, had determined, that it was neceff ry to hold 
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Parliaments only once in three years. Such weigh 
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that Buckingham, Shaftefbury, Salifbury, and Wharton, infifted ftrenuoi fly in the i 
Houfe of Peers on the invalidity of the Parliament, a: d the nulli y of all its futu i'n 
acts. For fuch dangerous pofitions, they were fent to the Tow r, there to remain \ 
during the pleafure of his Majefty and the Houfe. B ickincham, Salifbury, and yt { 
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Chap. IV. Wharton made fubmiffions, and were foon after releafed. But Shaftefbury, more 
1°77" obftinate in his temper, and defirous of diftinguifhing himfelf by his adherence to 
liberty, fought the remedy of law; and being rejected by the judges, he was at 
laft, after a twelvemonth’s imprifonment, obliged to make the fame fubmiffions ; 

upon which he was alfo releafed. 


Te Commons at firft feemed to proceed with temper. They granted the fum 
of 586,000 pounds, for building thirty fhips ; tho’ they ftri€tly appropriated 
the money to that fervice. Eftimates were given in of the expence; but it was 
afterwards found that they fell fhort near 100,000 pounds. They alfo voted, 
agreeably to the King’s requeft, the continuance of the additional excife for three 
years. This excife had been granted for nine years in 1668. Every thing feemed 
to promife a peaceable and an eafy feffion. 

Campion o) | - BUT. the Parliament was foon rouzed from this tranquillity by the news receiv- 

1677. ed from abroad. The French King had taken the field in the middle of Febru- 
ary, and laid fiege to Valenciennes, which he carried in a few days by ftorm. He 
next invefted both Cambray and St. Omer. The prince of Orange, alarmed with 
this progrefs, haftily afiembled an army, and marched to the relief. of St. Omer. 
Hie was encountered by the French, under the duke of Orleans and marfhal Lux- 
embourg, The prince poffeffed great talents for war 5 courage, activity, vigilance, 
patience ; but ftill he was inferior in genius to thofe confummate generals, oppofed 
to him by Lewis; and tho” he always found means to repair his loffes, and to 
make head ina little time againft the victors, he was during his whole life unfuc- 
cefsful. By a mafterly movement of Luxembourg, he was here beat, and obliged 
to retreat to Ypres. During the battle, he made the utmoft efforts, by exhorta- 
tion and example, to rally his difmayed foldiers: One of the runaways he ftruck 
with his {word crofs the face, ** Rafcal,” faid he, ** I will fet a mark on you at 
prefent, that 1 may hang you afterwards.” Cambray and St.Omer were foon 
furrendered to Lewis. | 

Tus fuccefs, derived from fuch exorbitant power and fuch wife conduct, 
ftruck a juft terror into the Englifh Parliament. They addreffied the King, re- 
prefenting the danger to which the kingdom was expofed from the greatnefs of 
France, and defiring, that his Majefty, by fuch alliances as he fhould think fit,. 
would both fecure his own dominions and the Spanifh Netherlands, and thereby 
quiet the fears of his people. The King, defirous of eluding this application, which 
he-confidered as a kind of attack on his meafures, replied in general terms, that 
he would ufe all means for the prefervation of Flanders, confiftent with the peace 
and fafety of his kingdoms. ‘This anfwer was an evafion, or rather a real denial. 


Fhe Commons, therefore, thought proper to. be more particular. They entreated 
him 
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him not to defer the entering into fuch alliances as might attain that great end: 
And in cafe war with the French King fhould be the refult of his meafures, they 
promifed to grant him all the aids and fupplies, which would enable him to fu ree 
the honour and intereft of the nation. The King was alfo more particular in hi 
reply. He told them, that the only way to prevent danger, was to put him in 
condition to make preparations for their fecurity. This meflage was undeéritoo 
to be a demand. of money. The Parliament accordingly empowered the King t 
borrow on the additional excife 200,000 pounds, at feven per cent: A very {mail 
furn indeed; but which they deemed fufficient, with the ordinary revenues to 


L 
A 
i 


equip a good fquadron, and thereby put the nation in fecurity, till farther refe- 
lutions were taken. 

But this conceffion fell far fhort of the King’s expe€tations. He therefore ir- 
formed them, that unlefs they granted him the farn of 600,000 pounds s upon nev 
funds, it would not be poffible for him, without expofing the nation to maniict 
danger, to fpeak or act thofe things, which would anfwer the end of their feveril 
addrefies. After the interpofal of an adjournment, the Houfe took this mefiage 
into confideration : But before they came to any refolution, the King fent for them 
to Whitehall, where he told them, upon the word of a King, that they fhould 
not repent any truft, which they would repofe in him for the fafety of his. king- 


doms; that he would net for any confideration break credit with them, or employ 


their money to other ufes, than thofe for which they intended it; but that he 
would not hazard, either his own fafety or theirs, by taking any vigorous meafure:, 
er forming new alliances, till he was in a better Sondician, both tordefend his fut- 
jeéts and offend his enemies. This fpeech brought affairs to a fhort iffue. The 
King required them to truft him with a large fum: He pawned his royal worl 
for their fecurity: They muft either run the rifque of lofing their money, or er- 
danger thofe alliances they had projected, and at the fame time declare to all rhe 
world the higheft diftruft of their scutes 


— 


Burt there were many reafons, wh 


continent, while the King was mafter of a good fleet at fea, and while all bis fub 
jects were fo heartily united in oppofition to them. That the only juftifiable rea 
fon, therefore, of the King’s backwardnefs, was not the apprehenfion of wd 
ger from abroad, but a diffidence, which he might perhaps have® entertaine | cf 
his Parliament; left, after engaging him in foreign alliances for carrying ona 
war, they fhould take advantage of his neceffities, and extort from ee concel- 
fions dangerous to his royal dignity. That this Parliament, by their paft condué, 


h determined the Houfe of Commons to put partiam 
no truft in his Majefty. They confidered, that the pretext of danger was ebvioufly dittru! 
croundlefs ; while the French were oppofed by fuch powerful alliances on th: ~ 
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Chap. IV. 


fae had given no foundation for fuch fufpicions, and were fo far from purfuing any fi- 


nifter ends, that they had granted fupplies for the firft Dutch war ; for maintain- 
ing the triple league, tho’ concluded without: their advice ; even for carrying . 
on the fecond Dutch war, which was entered into contrary to their opinion, and 
contrary to the manifeft interefts of the nation. That on the other hand, the King 
had, by former meafures, engendered very reafonable jealoufies in his people, and 
did with a bad grace require at ptefent their truft and confidence. That he had 
not fcrupled to demand fupplies for maintaining the triple league, at the very mo- 
ment he was concerting meafures for breaking it, and had accordingly employed 
to that purpofe the fupplies, which he had obtained by. thofe delufive pretenfions. 
That his union with France, during the war againft Holland, muft have been 
founded on projects the moft dangerous to his people ; and as the fame union 
was {till fecretly maintained, it might juftly be feared, that the fame projects were 
not as yet entirely abandoned. That the King could not ferioufly intend to pro- 
fecute vigorous meafures againft France; fince he had fo long remained entirely 
unconcerned during fuch obvious dangers, and, till prompted by his Parliament, 
whofe proper bufinefs it was not to take the lead in thofe parts of adminiftration, 
had fufpended all his a€tiviry. That if he ferioufly intended to enter into a cor- 
dial union with his people, he would have taken the fart {tep, and have endea- 
voured, by putting truft in them, to reftore that confidence, which he himéelf, 
by his rafh councils, had firft violated. That it was vain to afk fo {mall a fam as 
600,000 pounds, in order to fecure him again{t the future attempts of the Par-. 
liament ; fince that fum muft foon be exhaufted by a war with France, and 
he muft again fall into: that dependance, which was become in fome degree 
efiential to the conftitution. That if he would form the neceflary alliances, 
that fum or a greater would inftantly be voted; nor could-there be any reafon 
to.dread, that the parliament would immediately defert meafures, in which they 
were engaged by their honour, their inclination, and their intereft. That the 
real ground, therefore, of the King’s refufal was neither apprehenfion of danger 
from foreign enemies, nor jealoufy of parliamentary encroachments; but a de- 
fire of obtaining the money, which he intended, notwith{tanding his royal word, 
to employ to other purpofes. And that by uline fuch difhonourable means to fo 
ignoble an end, he rendered himfelf ftill more unworthy the confidence of his 
people. . 

Tue Houfe of Commons were now regularly divided into two parties, the 
court and the country. Of the court party, fome were engaged by offices, nay a 
few by bribes fecretly given them ; a fcandalous practice firtt begun by Clifford, 
a pernicious minifter ; But great numbers were attached merely by inclination ; fo 
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far as they efteemed the meafures of the Court agreeable to the interefts of the Chap. IV. 
nation. Private views and faction had likewife drawn many into the c country 
party : But there were alfo many, who had no other obje& than the public good. 
Thefe difinterefted members on both fides fluétuated betwixt the parties; and 
gave the fuperiority fometimes to the court, fometimes to the oppofition *, 
In the prefent emergence, a general diftruft of the King prevailed ; and the Par- 
Sisinesis refolved not to hazard their money, in expectation of alliances, which, 
they believed, were never intended to be formed. Inftead of granting the fup- 
ply, they voted an addrefs, wherein ** they befought his majefty to enter into a 
** league, offenfive and defenfive, with the States General of the United Pro- 
“ vinces, again{ft the growth and power of the French King, and for the pre- 
fervation of the Spanifh Netherlands ; and to make fuch other alliances with the 
** confederates as fhould appear fit and ufeful to that end.” They sb 
their advice with reafons ; and promifed fpeedy and plentiful fup plies for pre- 
ferving his Majefty’s honour and the fafety of the public. The ney pretended 
the higheit anger at this addrefs, which he reprefented as a despirons encroach- 
ment upon his prerogative. He reproved the Commons in very fevere terms ; 
and ordered them immediately to be adjourned. Sth of Mav: 

Ir is certain, that this was the critical moment, when the King both might 
with eafe have preferved the ballance of power in Kurope, which it has fince coft 
this ifland an infinite profufion of bleod and treafure fo reftore, and mig) 
perfeverance have at laft regained, in fome tolerable meafure, after all pat errors, 
the confidence of his people. This opportunity being neglected, the wound be- 
came incurable ; and notwithftanding 4/s momentary appeacances of vigour againtt 
France and popery, and ¢beir momentary inclinations to rely on his faith ; ; be was 
{till believed to be at bottom engaged in the fame intereft, and they foon relapfed 
into diftruft and jealoufy. The fecret memoirs of that reign, which have fince been 
publifhed +, prove beyond a.doubt, that the King had at this time concerted mea- 
{ures with France, and had no intention to enter into a. war in favour of the allies. 
He had entertained no view, therefore, even when he pawned his royan worp 
to his people, than to procure a grant of money ; and he site: ~_ while 
he eluded their expectations, he could not afterwards want pretexts for palliating 
his conduct. 

NEGOTIATIONS 

* Temple’s Memoirs, vol. i. p. 458. 

+ Such as the-letters, which pafled betwixt Danby and Montague, the King’s ambaffador at Paris-; 
Temple’s Memoirs, and his Letters. In thefe laft, we fee that the King never made any propofals 
of terms but what were advantageous to France, and the prince of Orange believed them to have been: 


always concerted with the French embaflador, Vol. i: p. 439. 
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Chap, IV. NeEGorraTions meanwhile were carried on between France and Holland, and 
307-7. by . . . * 
A an eventual treaty was concluded ; that is, all their differences were adjufted, pro- 


vided they could afterwards fatisfy their allies on both fides. But this work, 
tho’ in appearance difficult, feemed extremely to be forwarded, by farther bad 
fuccefles on the fide of the contederates; and by the great impatience of the Hol- 
landers; when a new event happened, which promifed a more profperous iffue to 
the quarrel with France, and revived extremely the hopes of all the Englifh, who 
underftood the interefts of their country. : 

Tue King faw, with regret, the violent difcontents, which prevailed inthe 
nation, and which feemed every day to auginent upon him. Strongly defirous 
by his natural temper to be eafy himfelf, and to make every body elfe eafy, he 
fought expedients to appeafe thofe complaints, which, as they were very difagree- 
able for the prefent, might in their confequences prove extremely dangerous. He 
knew, that, during the late war with Holland, the malecontents at home had made 
applications to the prince of Orange; and if he continued ftill to neglect the” 
prince’s interefts, and to thwart the inclinations of his people, he apprehended left 
their common grievances fhould cement.a lafting union between them. He faw, 
that the religion of the Duke infpired the nation with very difmal apprehenfions ; 
and tho’ he had obliged his brother to allow the young princefies to be edu- 
cated in the proteftant faith, fomething farther, he thought, was requifite, in order 
to fatisfy the nation. He entertained therefore propofals for marrying the prince 
to the lacy Mary, the eldeft princefs, and heir apparent to the crown (for the 
duke had no male iffue.) And he hoped, by fo tempting an offer, to engage him 
entirely in his interefts. A peace he propofed to make; fuch as would fatisfy 
France, and fill preferve his connections with that crown: And he intended to 
fanctify it by the approbation of the prince, whom he found to be extremely re- 
vered in England, and refpected thro’out all Europe. All the reafons for this 
alliance were feconded by the follicitations of Danby, and alfo of Temple, who 
Was at that time in England: And Charles at laft granted permiffion to the prince, 
when the campaign fhould be over, to pay him a vilit. 

roth ofOGo. THE King very gracioufly received his nephew at Newmarket. He would have 
ber. entered immediately upon bufinefs; but the prince defired firft to be acquainted 
with the lady Mary: And he declared, that, contrary to the ufual fentiments of 
perfons of his rank, he placed a great part of happinefs in domelftic fatisfaGtion, and 
would not, upon any confideration of intereft or politics, match himfelf with a 
perfon difagreeable to him, He was introduced to the princefs, whom he found 
in the bloom of youth, and extremely amiable both in her perfon and her humour, 
The King now thought, that he had adouble tye upon him, and might fafely 


make 
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make account of his compliance with every propofal : He was furprized to find the Chap IV. 
prince decline all difcourfe of bufinefs, and refufe to concert any terms for the ge- = 
neral peace, till his marriage fhould be finifhed. He well forefaw, he faid, from 
the fituation of affairs, that his allies were likely to have hard terms; and he never 
would expofe himfelf to the reproach of having facrificed their interefts to pro- 
mote his own purpofes, Charles ftill believed, notwithftanding the cold, fevere 
manner of the prince, that he would abate of this rigid punétilio of honour ; and 
he protracted the time, hoping by his own infinuation and addrefs, as well as by 
the allurements of love and ambition, to win him to compliance. One day, 
Temple found the prince in very bad humour, repenting that he had ever come to 
England, and refolute in a few days to leave it: But before he went, the King, 
he faid, muft chufe the terms, on which they fhould hereafter live together: He 
was fure it mutt be like the greateft friends or the greateft enemies: And he defired 
« Temple to inform his Matter next morning of thefe intentions. Charles was fruck 
with this menace, and forefaw how the prince’s departure would be interpreted 
by the people. He refolved, therefore, immediately to yield with a good grace ; 
and having paid a compliment to his nephew’s honefty, he told Temple, that the 
marriage was concluded, and defired him to inform the Duke of it, as of an affair oad of Ofte 
already refolved on. The duke feemed furprized ; but yielded a prompt obedience: ber. ae 
Which, he faid, was his conftant maxim to whatever he found to be the King’s ihe plantas 
pleafure. No meafure during this reign gave fuch general fatisfaGtion. Al] Orange with 
parties {trove who fhould moft applaud it. And even Arlington, who had been ‘Mev ape:.! 
kept out of the fecret, told the prince, ‘* That fome things, good in themfelves, 
“* were {poiled by the manner of doing them, as fome things bad were mended 
“¢ by it; but he would confefs, that this was a thing fo good> in itfelf, that the 
‘© manner of doing it could not fpoil it.” 
THs marriage was a great furprize to Lewis, who, being accuflomed to go- 
vern every thing in the Englifh Court, now found fo important a ftep taken, 
not only without his confent, but without his knowlege or participation. A con- 
junction of England with the allies, and a vigorous war in oppofition to French 
ambition, were the confequences immediately forefeen, both abroad and at ho me: 
But to check thefe fanguine expectations, the King, a few days after the marriage, 
prolonged the adjournment of the Parliament from the third of December to the 
fourth of April. This term was too late for granting fupplies, or making pre- 
parations for war; and could be chofen by the King for no other reafon, but as 
an atonement to France for his confent to the marriage, 
Tue King, however, entered into confultations with the prince, together with Plan of peace. 
Danby and Temple, concerning the terms which it would ‘be proper to require of 
Vot. II. L, | France. 
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Francé, After forne debate, it was agreed, that France. fhould reftore Lorrain 
to the Duke; with Tournay, Valenciennes, Condé, Aeth, Charleroi, Cour- 
tray, Oudenarde, and Binche to Spain, in order to form a good frontier for Flan- 
ders. The prince infifted much, that Franchecomté fhould likewife be reftored; 
and Charles thought, that becaufe he had patrimonial eftates of great value in that 
province, and efteemed his property more fecure in the hands of Spain, he was 


engaged by {uch views to be obftinate in that point: But the prince very gene- 


roufly declared, that to procure but one good town to the Spaniards in Flanders, © 


he would willingly abandon all thofe pofleffions, As the King ftill infifted on the 
impoflibility of wrefting Franchecomte from Lewis, the prince was obliged to 
{ubmit. 


NorwitustTanpinc this conceffion to France, the projected peace was favour- 


able to the allies; and ic was a fufficient indication of vigour in the King, that _ 


he had given his affent to it. He farther agreed to fend over a minifter inftantly. 
to Paris, in order to propofe thefe terms. This minifter was to enter into no 
treaty : Two days alone he was to allow for the acceptance or refufal of the terms: 
Upon the expiration of that fhort period, he was immediately to return: And in 
cafe of refufal, the King promifed’ immediately to enter into the confederacy. 
To carry fo imperious a meflage, and fo unexpected from the Englifh Court, 
Temple was the perfon pitched on, whofe declared averfion to the French intereft 
was not likely to make him fail of vigour and promptitude in the execution of his 
commiuffion. | 

Bur Charles next day felt a relenting in this afumed vigour, Inftead of Temple, 
he difpatched the earl of Feverfham, a creature of the Duke’s, and a Frenchman 
by birth: And he faid, that the meffage being harfh in itfelf, it was needlefs to 
agoravate it by a difagreeable meffenger. The prince left London; and the King, 
at his departure, affured him, that he never wo uld abate in the leaft point of the 
{cheme concerted, and would enter into war with Lewis, if he refufed it. 

Lewis received the meflage with feeming gentlenefs and complacency. He 
told Feverfham, that the King of England well knew, that he might always be 
matter of the peace; but fome of the towns in Flanders, it feemed very hard to 
demand, efpecially Tournay, upon whofe fortifications fuch immenfe fums had 
been expended: He would therefore take fome fhort time to confider of an an- 
fwer. Feverfham faid, that he was limited to two days ftay : But when:that time 
was elapfed, he was prevailed with to flay fome few days longer; and he came 
‘away at laft without any pofitive anfwer. Lewis faid, that he hoped his brother 
would not break with him for one or two towns: And with regard to them too, 
he would fend orders to his ambaffador at London, to treat with the King himfelf, 


Charles 


i 
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Charles was foftened by the foftnefs of France ; and the blow was thus artfully Chap: IV. 
eluded. The French ambaffador, Barillon, owned, at laft, that he had orders to uae? 
fr all except Tournay, and even to treat about fome equivalent for that fortrefs, 
if the King abfolutely infifted upon it. ‘The prince was gone, who had fpirited 
the whole refolution ; and the negotiation began to draw out into mefiages and 
returns from Paris. 

By intervals, however, the King could rouze himfelf, and fhow ftill fome firm- 
nefs and refolution. Finding that affairs were not likely to come to any conclu- 
fion with France, the adjournment of Parliament was anticipated to the fifteenth 
of January ; a very unufual meafure, and capable of giving alarm to the French 
Court. Temple was fent for to the council, and the King told him, that he in- 
tended he fhould go to Holland, in order to form a treaty of alliance with the 
States ; and that the purpofes of it fhould be, like the triple league, to force both 
France and Spain to accept of the terms propofed. Temple was forry to find this 
act of vigour qualit fied by fuch a regard to France, and by fuch an appearance of in- 
difference and neutrality between the parties. He told the King, that the refolu- 
tion agreed on, was to begin the war in conjunction with all the confederates, in 
cafe of no direét and immediate anfwer from France: That this meafure would 
fatisfy the prince, the allies, and the people of England; advantages which 
could not be expected from fuch an alliance with Holland alone :That France 
would be difobliged, and Spain likewife ; nor would the Dutch be fatisfied with 
fuch a faint imitation of the triple league, a meafure concerted when they were 
equally at peace with both parties. For thefe reafons, Temple declined the em- 
ployment ; and Laurence Hyde, fecond fon to chancellor Clarendon, was fent in 
his place. 


THE prince of Orange was furprized to obferve fuch fymptoms of weaknefsand 1678. 
vigour Sa gh ned in the Englifh councils, He was refolved, however, to make the 
beft of a meafure, which he did not approve ; and as Spain fecretly confented, that 
her ally fhould forma league, which was feemingly directed again{t her as well as 
France, but which was to fall only on the latter, the States concluded the treaty 6th of Janu- 
in the terms propofed by the King. ary 
28th of Janu- 


Meanwaice, the Englifh Parliament met, after fome new delays; and the 
King was aftonifhed, that, notwithftanding all-the refolute meafures, which, he arv. 


sBeapht: he had taken, great diftruft and je ‘aloufy and difcontent were apt, at 
intervals, ftill to prevail among the members. Tho’ in his {peech he had a}- 
lowed, that a good peace could no longer be expected from negotiation, and 
affured them, that he was refolved to enter into war for that pur; ayy ; the Com- 


as mons 
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0A mons did not forbear to infert in their reply feveral very harfh and even unrea- 
1678. 


fonable claufes.. Upon his reproving them, they feemed penitent, and voted, 
that they would affift his Majefty in the profecution of the war. A fleet of ninety 
fail, an army of thirty thoufand men, and a million ,of money were alfo voted. 
Great difficulties were made by the Commons with regard to. the army, which the 
Houfe, judging by paft meafures, believed to be intended more againtft the liber- 
ties of England than againft the progrefs of the Krench Monarch. To this pe-- 
rilous fituation had the King reduced both himfelf and the nation. In all debates, 
fevere fpeeches were made, and were received with a feeming approbation: The 
Duke and the treafurer began to be apprehenfive of impeachments: Many mo- 
tions againft the King’s minifters were loft by a very {mall majority : The Com- 
mons appointed a day to confider the ftate of the kingdom with regard to papery : 
And they even went fo far as to vote, that, how urgent foever the occafion, they 
would lay no farther charge on the people, till fecured againft the prevalence of 
the catholic party. In fhort, the Parliament were impatient for war whenever 
the King feemed averfe to it; but grew. fufpicious of fome finifter defign fo foon. 
as he complied with their requefts, and feemed to enter into their meafures. 


Tur King was enraged at this laft vote: He reproached Temple with his popu- 
lar notions, as he termed them; and afked him how he thought the Houfe of 
Commons could be trufted for carrying on the war, fhould it be entered on, when 
in the very Commencement they made fuch declarations, The uncertainties indeed 
of Charles’s conduct were fo multiplied, and the jealoufies on both fides fo incur- 
able, that even thofe who approached neareft the {cene of action could not deter- 
mine, whether the King ever ferioufly meant to enter into war, or whether, if he 
did, the Houfe of Commons would not have taken advantage of his neceffities, 
and made him purchafe fupplies by a great facrifice of his authority *. 


Tue King of France knew how to. avail himfelf of all the advantages, which 
thefe diftractions afforded him. By his emiflaries, he reprefented to the Dutch 
the uncertainty of their dependance on England ; where an indolent King, averfe 
to all war, efpecially with France, and irrefolute in his meafures, was actuated only 
by the uncertain breath of a factious Parliament. To the ariftocratic faction, he re- 
marked the danger of the Prince’s alliance with the Royal Family of England, and 
revived their apprehenfions, left, in imitation of his father, who had been honoured 
with the fame alliance, he fhould violently atempt to enlarge his authority, and en- 

Campaign of flave his native country, In order to fecond thefe motives with fome farther ter- 
1678. rors, he himfelf took the field very early in the fpring ; and after threatening L.ux- 
embourg, Mons, and Namur, he fat down fuddenly before Ghent and Ypres, and in 


a few 
* Temple, vol. I. p, 461, 
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a few weeks made himfelf mafter of both places. This fuccefs gave creat alarm 
to the Hollanders, who were no way fatisfied with the conduct of ed or 
with the ambiguous treaty lately concluded; and it quickened all their paces to- 
wards an accommodation, 

ImmepIaTELy after the Parliament had voted the fupply, the King began to 
inlift forces ; and fuch was the ardour of the Englifh for a war with France, that 
an army of above 20,000 men, to the aftonifhment of all Europe, were ina few 
weeks compleated. . Three thoufand men, under the duke of Monmouth, were 
fent over to fecure Oftend : Some regiments were recalled from the French fer- 
vice: A fleet. was fitted out with great diligence: Anda quadruple alliance was 
projected between England, Holland, seers and the Emperor. 

Bur thefe vigorous meafures received a fudden damp from a paffionate addrefg 
of the lower Houfe ; where they juftified all their — proceedings, which had gi- 
ven difguft to the King; defired to be acquainted with the meafures taken by 
him ; phayed him to difmifs evil counfellors; and named in particular the duke 
of Lauderdale, on whofe removal they ftrenuoufly infifted. The King told them, 
that their addrefs was fo extravagant, that he was not willing fpeedily to give it 
the anfwer, which it deferved. And he began again to lend an ear to the pro- 
pofals of France,, who offered him great fums of money, if he would confent to 
their making an advantageous peace with the allies. 


- 


Temp e, tho’ prefied by the King, refufed to have any concern in fo ee 


able a negotiation : But heinforms us, that the King faid, there was one article pro- Nevotiations 


pofed, wh hich fo incenfed him, that, as long as he lived, he would never forget it, 
Sir William goes no farther; but the editor of his works, the famous Dr. Swift, 
fays, that the French, before they would agree to any payment, required as a pre- 
liminary, that the King fhould engage never to keep above 8000 regular troops 
in his three kingdoms. Charles broke into a paffion. ** Cod’s-fith,”’ faid he, his 
ufual oath, ‘* Does my brother of France think to ferve me thus? Are all his 
“«“promifes to make me abfolute mafter of my people come to this? Or does he 
“* think hata thing to be done with eight thoufand men ?” 

Van BEVERNING was the Dutch ambaflador at Nimeguen, a man of great au- 
thority with the States. He was very ager for ae and was perfwa adet that 
the reluctance of the King and the jealoufies of the Parliament would for ever dif- 
appoint the allies in their hopes of fuccour from Eng ae Orders were fent him to 
go to the French King at Ghent, and concert the terms of a general treaty, aS well 
as procure a prefent truce for fix weeks. The terms agreed on were much worfe 
for the Spaniards, than thofe planned by the King and the Prince of Orange. Six 
towns, fome of them of no great confequence, were to be rcftored to them: But 
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Chap. IV. 


Ps Ypres, Condé, Valenciennes, and Tournay, in which confifted the chief ftrength 
1678, : 


of their frontier, were to remain with France. 


GREAT murmurs arofe in England, when it was known, that Flanders was to be 
left in fo defencelefs a condition. The chief complaints were levelled againft the 
King, who, by his concurrence at firft, by his favour afterwards, and by his delays 
at laft, had raifed up.the power of France to fuch an enormous height, that it 
threatened the general liberties of Hurope. Charles, uneafy under thefe imputations, 
dreading the confequence of lofing the affections of his fubjects, and perhaps dif- 
guited with the fecret article propofed .by France, began to with heartily for war, 
| which, he hoped, would have reftored him to his antient popularity. 

AN Opportunity very unexpectedly offered itfelf for his difplaying thefe new 
di’pofitions, While the ambaffadors at Nimeguen were concerting the terms of a 
general treaty, the marquis de Balbaces, the Spanifh ambaffador, afked the ambaf- 
fadors of France, at what time France intended to reftore the fix towns in Flanders, 
i They made no difficulty of declaring, that the King, their mafter, being obliged to 
fee an entire reftitution made to the Swedes of all they had loft in the war, could not 
evacuate thefe towns, till that Crown had received fatisfaction ; and that this de- 


tention of places was the only means to induce the Princes of the North to accept 
of the peace. | 


oe — eee ee 


Tue States immediately gave the King intelligence of a pretenfion, which might 
be attended with fuch dangerous confequences. The King was both furprized and 
angry. He immediately difpatched Temple to concert with the States vigorous 
an i Sth of Tuly, meafures for oppofing France. Temple in fix days concluded a treaty, by which 
' ” Lewis was obliged to declare within fixteen after the date, that he would prefently 
evacuate the towns: And in cafe of his refufal, Holland was engaged to continue 
the war, and England immediately to declare againft France, in conjunction with 
the whole.confederacy. | | 

Aut thefe warlike meafures were fo little feconded by the Parliament, where 
even the French minifters were fufpected of carrying on fome intrigues, that the 
Commons renewed their former jealoufies againft the King, and voted the army 


2? 
immediately to be difbanded. The King by a meffage reprefented the danger of 


difarrming before peace was concluded ; and he recommended to their confideration, 
whether he could honourably recall his forces from thofe towns in Flanders, which 
had put themfelves under his protection, and which had at prefent no other means 
of fafety. The Commons agreed to prolong the term with regard to thefe forces. 
Every thing indeed in Europe wore the appearance of war. France had pofitively 
declared, that fhe would not evacuate the towns before the requifite ceflion was 

| made 
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made to Sweden ; and-her honour feemed now engaged to fupport that declaration, 
Spain and the Empire, extremely difgufted with the terms of peace, impofed by 
Holland, faw with pleafure the profpect of.a powerful fupport.from the new refo- 
lutions of Charles. Holland itfelf, encouraged by the Prince of Orange and his 
party, was not difpleafed to find that the war would be renewed on more equal 
terms. The allied army under that Prince was approaching towards Mons, then 
blockaded by France. A confiderable body of Pat lifh forces under the duke of 
Monmouth, were ready to join him. 

Cuar es ufually paffed a great part of his time in the women’s apartments, par- 
ticularly thole of the dutchels of Portfmouth; where, among other cay company, 
he often met with Barillon, the French ambaflador, a man x polite converfation, 

L, 
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narch.. It wast 
paffion or appetite for pleafure, which, during the latter part of his life, attached 
Charles to his miftreffes. By the infinuations of Barillon and the dutchefs of Portf- 
mouth, an. order was, in an unguarded hour,. procured, which inftantly changed 
the face of affairs in Europe. _One du Cros,.a French fugitive monk, was fent to 
Temple, directing him to apply to the Swedifh ambafiador, and perfwade him nag 


to infift on the conditions required by France, but to facrifice to general peace thofe 
! 1 34 fF 8, 
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intere{ftsof Sweden. Du Cros, who had soerety recelvec (tructions from. Ba- 


rillon, publifhed every where in Holland the a ee agen Wit 


nh which ne was in- 
trufted ; and all men took ae alarm. It was concluded, that Charles’s fudden ala- 
crity for war was as fuddenly extinguifhed, and that no fteady meafures could ever 
be taken with England. ee King afterwards, when he faw Temple, treated this 
important matterin raillery ; and faid la aughing; that the rocue du Cros had out- 
witted them all. 


THE negotiations however at Nimeguen ftill continued ; and the French am- 
bafladors {pun out the time, till the morning of the fatal day, which, by the 
treaty between England and Holland, was to determine, whether a fudden peace 


or a long war was to have place in Chriftendom. The French ambaffadors came 
then to Van Beverning, and told him, that they had received arders to confent to 
the evacuation of the towns, and immediately to conclude and fign the peace. Van 


Beverning might-have refufed compliance, becaufe it was now impoffible to procure 
the confent and concurrence of Spain ; but he had entertained fo juft an idea of the 
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Auctuations in the Engtifh councils, and was fo much alarmed by the late commif- 
es 


fion given to du Cros, that he nope it fi 


ortunate for the Republic to conclude on 
any terms a dangerous war, © they were likely to be very ill fupported. The 
papers were inftantly drawn up, ind figried by the minifters of France and Holland 
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between eleven and twelve a clock at night. By this treaty, France fecuréd the pof- 
feffion of Franchecomté, together with Cambray, Aire, St: Omer, Valenciennes, 
Tournay, Ypres, Bouchaine, Caffel, &c. and reftored to Spain only Charleroi, 
Courtrai, Oudenard, Athe, Ghent, and Limbourg. 

Next day Temple received an exprefs from England, which brought the rati- 
fications of the treaty lately concluded with the States, with orders immediately to 
proceed to the exchange of them. Charles was now returned to his former incli- 
nations for war with France. | 

Van BevernineG was loudly exclaimed againft by the ambafladors of the allies 
at Nimeguen, efpecia'ly thofe of Brandenburg and Denmark, whofe -mafters were 
obliged by the treaty to reftore all their acquifitions. The minifters of Spain and 
the Emperor were fullen and difgufted ; and all men hoped, that the States, im- 
portuned and encouraged by continual follicitations from England, would difavow 
their ambaffador, and renew the war. The Prince of Orange even took a very ex- 
traordinary flep, in order to engage them tothat meafure; or perhaps to give vent 
to his own fpleen and refentment. The day after figning the peace at Nimeguen, © 
he attacked the French army at St. Dennis near Mons; and gained fome advantage ~ 
over Luxembourg, who refted fecure on the faith of the treaty, and concluded the 
war to be finifhed: The Prince knew, at leaft had reafon to believe, that the peace 
was figned, tho’ it had not been formally notified to him; and he here facrificed . 
wantonly, without a proper motive, the lives of many brave men on both fides, 
who fell in this fharp and well contefted aétion. 

Flybe was fent over with a view of perfwading the States to difavow Van Be- 
verning ; and the King promifed, that England, if fhe might depend on Holland, 
would immediately declare war, and would purfue it, till France was reduced to 
reafonable conditions, Charles at prefent went farther than words. He hurried on 
the embarkation of his army for Flanders, and all his preparations wore a hoftile ap- 
pearance. But the States had been too often deceived to truft him any longer. They 
ratified the treaty figned at Nimeguen ; and all the other Powers of Europe were at » 
laft, after much clamour and many difgufts, obliged to accept of the terms pre. 
{fcribed to them. 

Lewis had now reached the height of that glory, which ambition can afford, 
His minifters and negotiators appear.d as much fuperior to thofe of all Europe in 
the cabinet, as his generals and armies had been experienced in the field, A fuc- 
cefsful war had been carried on againft an alliance, compofed of the ereateft Poten- 
tates in Europe. Confiderable conquefts had been made, and his territories en- 
Jarged on every fide. An advantageous peace was at laft concluded, where he had 
given the law. The allies were fo enraged again{ft each other, that they were not 

likely 
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likely to.cement foon in any new confederacy. And thus he had, during fome Chap. IV. 

years,.a real and near profpect of attaining the Monarchy of Europe, and ofexceed- #7 


iD og the Emp! re of Charlemz l@ne; perhaps equailing that of antient Rom: Had 
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England continued much loriges in the fame condition, and under the fame govern- 
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and to jibe: LY, al 1d con{pired to raife her to a ftation more giorious than fhe had 


ever before attained; her King, from medn pecuniary views, had fecretly fold his 
alliance to Lewis, and was bribed into an intereft cont trary to that of his people. 
His active fchemes in conjun&ion with France were ¢ highly pernicious; his neu- 
rality was equally ignominious ; and the ‘Save: refractory behaviour of the Par- 


Jiament, tho’ in itfelf dangerous, was the on! uly remedy for fo many creater ills. with 


or 


which the pubes! rom the mi ifeuided councils of the King, was fo nearly threa- 
tened. Such were the difpofitions ef men’s minds-at the conclufion of the peace 
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events which followed. 


We mutt now return. to the affairs of Scotland, which we left in fome diforder, 
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after the fuppreffion of the infurreétion in 1666. ‘The K’ ne, who at that time en- fairs in Scot- 
deavoured to render himfelf popular in E ngland, adopted like meafures in. Scotland, *"” 
and entrufted the GOV Se Sage: Into gt hands of T'weddale, and Sir ir Roberc 
Murray, men of prudence and moderatio Shialt aetuitters bashes oe principal 
occupation to compofe the religious d iffer rences, which ran very high, and for) oh 
fcarce any modern nation, but the Dutch 1, badas yet found out the proper rem 3 

As rigour and reftraint had railed In Scouls d, a fcheme of compreben/ion was tr; | 

by which it was propofed to diminith greatly the authority o! bifhops, to abolith 
their negative voicein the Ce courts, and to leave them little more than the 
right of precedency amone the prefbyters s. But the zealots entertained oreat jealoufy 
againtt this fcheme. They remembe eds thatit was by fuch gradual fleps, that King 
James endeavoured to introduce epifcopacy. Should the.ears and eyes of men be 
once reconciled to the name and habir of Sifhops, the whole power of the function, 
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handle not ; this cry went out amongft them: And the King’s miniflers at laft per- 
ceived, that they would proftitute the dignity of government, by making advances, 
to which the malecontents were determined not to correfpond. | 
Tue next project acopted was that of indulgence. ‘The moft popular of theex- 
pelled preachers, without requiring any terms of {ubmiffion to the eftablifhed reli- 
gion, were fettled in vacant churches; and {mall fallaries of about twenty pounds a 
year were offered to the reft, till they fhould otherwife be provided for. Thefelaft 
refufed the King’s bounty, which they confidered as the wages of a criminal filence, 
Even the former foon repented their compliance. ‘The people, who had been ac- 
cuftomed to hear them rail againft their fuperiors, and preach to the times, as they 
called it, deemed their fermons languid and fpiritlefs, when deprived of thefe or- 
naments. Their ufual gifts, they thought, had left them, on account of their fub- 
miffion, which was ftiematized as.eraftianifm. They gave them the appellation, not 
of minifters of Chrift, but of he King’s curates; as the clergy of the eftablifhed 
church were commonly denominated the di/bops curates. ‘The p:eachers themfelves 
returned in-a little time to their former practices, by which they hoped to regain 
their former dominion over the minds of men; a fuperiority, which no one, who 
has ever pofleffed it, will willingly, by any confideration, be prevailed on to relin- 
quith. The conventicles multiplied daily in the Weft: The clergy of the eftab- 
jifhed church were infulted: The laws were neglected: The Covenanters even 
met daily in arms at their places of worfhip : And tho’ they ufually difperfed them- 
felves after religious fervice, yet the government took a juft alarm at feeing men, 
who were fo entirely governed by their feditious teachers, dare to fet authority at 
defiance, and during a time of full peace, to put themfelves in a military pofture. 
TuHere was here, it is apparent, in the political bo“y, a difeafe very dangerous 
and inveterate; and the government had tried every remedy, but the true one, to 
allay and correct it. An unlimited toleration, after fects have diffufed themfelves 
and are ftrongly rooted, isthe only expedient, which can allay their fervour, and make 
the civil union acquire a fuperiority above religious diftinctions. But as the ope- 
rations of this regimen are commonly very gradual, and at firft imperceptible, vul- 
ear politicians are apt, for that reafon, to have recourfe to more hafty and more 
dangerous remedies.. It is obfervable too, that thefe non-conformifts in Scotland 
neither offered nor demanded toleration; but laid claim to an entire fuperiority, 
and to the exercife of extreme rigour againft their adverfaries. The Covenant, which 
they idolized, was a perfecuting, as well as a feditious band of confederacy : And 
the government, inftead of treating them like madmen, who fhould be foothed, and 


flattered, and deceived into tranquillity, thought themfelves intitled to a rigid obe- 
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dience, and were too apt, from a miftaken policy, to retaliate upon the diffenters, Chap. IV. 
who had erred from the fpirit of enthufiafm. 1678. 

Amipst thefe difturbances, a new Parliament was aflembled at Edinburch *: 
and Lauderdale was fent down commiffioner. Zealous prefbyterians, who chiefly 
were poilefied with the love of liberty, were too obnoxious to refift the meafures o! 
the government; and the tyde {till ran ftrong in favour of Monarchy. Thecom- 
miffioner had fuch influence as to get two atts paffed, which were of the utmoft 
confequence to the civil and ecclefiaftical liberties of the kingdom. By the one, it 
was declared, that the fettling all things with regard to the external eovernment of 
the church was a right of the crown: That whatever related to ecclefiaftical meet- 
ings, matters, and perfons, were to be ordered, according to fuch directions as the 
King fhould fend to his Privy Council: And that thefe, being publifhed by them, 
fhould have the force of laws. The other a& regarded the militia, which the 
King by his own authority had two years before eftablifhed, in place of the army 
which was broke. By this act, the militia was fettled to the number of 22000 
men, who were to be conftantly armed, and regularly difciplined. And it was 
farther enacted, that thefe troops fhould be held in readinefs to march into Eng- 
land, Ireland, or any part of the King’s dominions, for any caufe in which his Ma- 
jefty’s authority, power, or greatnefs was concerned ; on receiving orders, not from 
the King, but the Privy Council of Scotland. 

LavupeErDALE boafted extremely of his fervices in procuring thefe two laws : 
The King by the former was rendered abfolute mafter of the church, and might le- 
gally, even by an edict, re-eftablith, if he thought proper, the Catholic religion in 
Scotland: By the latter, he faw a powerful force ready at his call: He had even 
the advantage of being able to difguife his orders under the name of the Privy 
Council; and in cafe of failure in his enterprizes, could, by fuch a pretext, apolo- 
gize for his conduct to the Englifh Parliament. But in proportion as thefe laws 
were agreeable to the King, they gave alarm to the Enclifh Commons, and were 


4 


the chief caufe of thofe redoubled attacks, which they made upon Lauderdale. 
Thefe attacks, however, ferved only to fortify his intereft with the Kine: and 
tho’ it is probable, that the Scotch militia, during the divided ftate of aie kine- 
dom, would, if matters had come to extremity, have been of very little fervice fae 


gainft England; yet did Charles efteem the credit of it a confiderable fupport to 
his authority: And Lauderdale, by degrees, became the prime or rather fole mini- 
fter for Scotland. T] 


. . 2 1. i at, ee 7.3 ~ ; 
confidence to a man, who had fo far extended the royal Prerogative, and who was 


> 


1 of rea] rT tale *o> Cc . Sie a. : Z.« © . . 
Ne Natural Incoience Oi the Kins difpoled nim to c1ve entire 
A «J 


{till difpofed to render it abfolutely uncontroulable. 


Mom 2 In 


7 OC L\O ail re < ae 
Ioth 0} VL/CLODE] , 1OOQ. 








Chap. TY. 


1678. 


—# 


268 HIS TORY of GREA‘T BRITAIN. 


In afubfequentfeffion of the fame Parlia ment *, a fevere law was enacted againft 
conventicles, Ruinous fines were impofed both on the preachers and hearers, even 
if the meetings had been in houfes; but upon eg conventicles, the penalty of 
death and confilcation pe eoods was impof fed : Four hundred marks Scotch were 
Offered ‘as a reward to any. whothould {eize thefe erect and they were indem- 
nified for any Maughter, which they fhould commit in the.execution of fuch an un= 
dertaking. And as it was found difficult to get evidence again{t thefe conventi- 


ce howev er numerous, it was enaéted by another law, that, whoever, being re- 
quired by the Council, refufed to give information upon oath, fhould be punifhed 


b: y ar siade fines, by imprifonment, or by banifhment to the pee Thus all. 
perfecution naturally, or rather neceflarily, adopts the iniquities, as well as rigors, 
of the inguifition.. What a confiderable part of the fociety confider as their duty 
and honour, and the others are apt to regard with compaffion and indulgence, cam 
by no other expedient be fubject | to fuch fevere penalties as the natural fenti- 
ments of mankind appropriate only to the blackeft crimes. 

Tuo’ Lauderdale found this ready compliance in the Parliament, a party was. 
formed againft him, of which duke Hamilton was the'head: ‘Next feflion +, this 
party had become confiderable : And many were difguited, as well with Lauder~ 
dale’s infolence, as with the grievances, under ia the public laboured. . The 
firft Parliament of this reign had acknowleged, that the regulation of all. foreign. 
trade was.an inherent branch of royal prerogative., In cealeacmicn of this impor- 
tant conceffion, the King, by an aét of council, had prohibited the importation of 
brandy and all {pirits ; ee the execution of pus edict was committed to lord E]- 
P hinftone, arelation of Lauderdale’s.. Elphinftone made no other ufe of this power 

than to fel! Dace to the merchants, by w he ae Ses he gained great fums to 
himfelf, tho’ to the lofs of the revenue, as well as of the kingdom. A monopoly of 
falt had alfo been granted to lord Kincardine ; and a new impofition on tobacco- 
had been beltowed in gift upon: Sir a in Nicolfon, for the benefit of himfelf and. 
fome friends of aise e. When thefe grievances were complained of, the 
commiffioner, who was defirous to an all parliamentary enquiry, chofe ra- 
ther to redrefs them in council ; and he accordingly cancelled the three patents 
complained of. But as farther grievances were mentioned, and a general repre- 
fentation of the ftate of the kingdom was propofed to be made be Parliament ; 
Lauderdale oppoled, as a Garter, the Lords of Articles, without whofe confent, a 
faid, no motion could be received. Men were now convinced of their imprudence 
in reftoring that inftitution, which rendered all national affemblies in a manner 
ufelefs for the redrefs of grievances. | 


Ti aMILTON, 
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HamittTon, I weddale, and others went to London, and ar p lied to the King, 
who was alone able to correct the abufes of Lauderdale’s adminittration. But even 
their complaints to him sicke be dangerous ; and all approaches of truth to the 
Throne were barred by the ridiculous law againft leafing-making ; 4 law, which 
feems to have been extorted by the antient nobles | in order to protect their own 
tyranny, oppreffion, and injuftice. Great precautions, therefore, were ufed by the 
Scotch malecontents in their reprefentations ta the king ; but no redrefs was ob- 
tained... Charles loaded them sas carefies, and continued Lauderdale in his au- 
thority. 


A-very bad, at leaft a fevere ufe was made of this authority. The Priv 
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Council difpoffefied ive: gentlemen or noblemen of their houfes *; and by an 


act, which would have been deemed extremely arbitrary in any part © of Europe, 
and even tyrannical in Afia, thefe houles were aaa into fo many garrifons, 


eftablifhed for the fuppreffion of conventicles, The nation, it was pretended, was 
really, on account of thefe religious affemblies, in a ftate-of war ; and by the an- 
went law, the King, in fuch an emergence, was empowered to place a garrifon in 
any houfe, where he fhould judge it expedient. 

Ir were endlefs'to recount every act of violence and arbitrary authority exercifed 
during Lauderdale’s adminiftration.. All the lawyers were put from che bar, nay, 
banifhed by the King’s order twelve miles from Edinburgh, and by that means 
the whole juftice of the kingdom was fufpended for a year ;. till thefe lawyers were 
brought to declare it as their opinion, 


71] 


that all appeals to Parliament were illegal. 
A letter was procured from the King, for turning out twelve of the chief magif- 
trates of i:dinburgh, and declaring them incapable of all public office; tho’ their 
only crime had been want of compliance with Lauderdale. The burroughs of 


Scotland have a privilege of meeting once .a year by their deputies, in. order to- 


confider the flate of trade, and make bye-laws for its regulation: In this:con- 
vention, a petition was voted, complaining of fome late Jaws, which obftrudted 


commerce, :and praying the King, that he would impower his commiffioner, in the 
next feffion of Parliament, to give his affent to the repealing them.. For this pre- 


fumption, as it was:called, feveral of the members were fined and imprifoned.. One 
More, a member of Parliament, having moved in the houfe, iat 5 = imitation of 


the Englith Parliament, no bill fhould pafs except after three readings, = was for 
this pretended offence immediately fent to prifon by the commiffioner. 


THE private deportment of Lauderdale was as infolent and provoking or as his 


public adminiftration was violent and tyrannical. © Juftice he ewife was univerfally 


* In 1675. 
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perverted by faction and intereft: And from the great rapacity of that duke, and 
ftill more of his dutchefs, all offices and favours were openly put to fale. No-one 
was allowed to approach the Throne who was not dependant on him; and no re- 
medy could be hoped for or obtained again{t his manifold oppreffions. ‘The cafe 
of Mitchel fhows, that this minifter was as much devoid of truth and honour as of 
lenity and juftice. 

Tuts unhappy man, Mitchel, was a defperate fanatic, and had entertained a refo- 
lution of affaffinating Sharpe, archbifhop of St. Andrews, who, by his former apo- 
{tacy and fubfequent rigour, had rendered himfelf extremely odious to all men, efpe- 
cially tothe Covenanters, In the year 1668, Mitchel fired a piftol at the primate, 
as he was fitting in his coach ; but the bifhop of Orkney, ftepping into the coach, 
happened to ftretch out his arm, which intercepted the ball, and was much fhat- 
tered by it. This happened in the principal ftreet of the city ; but fo generally 
was the archbifhop detefted, that the affaffin was allowed peaceably to walk off; 
and having turned a {treet or two, and thrown off a wig, which difguifed him, he 
immediately appeared in public, and remained altogether unfufpected. Some years 
afterwards, Sharpe remarked a man, who feemed to eye him very eagerly ; and 
being ftill anxious, left an attempt of affaffination fhould be renewed, he ordered 
him to be feized and examined. Two piftols were found upon him very deep. 
loaded; and as he was now concluded to be the author of the former attempt, 
Sharpe promifed, that, if he would confefs his guilt, he fhould be difmiffed with- 
out any punifhment. Mitchel was fo credulous as to believe him; but was imme- 
diately produced before the council by the faithlefs primate. The council, hay- 
ing no proof againit him, but hoping to involve the whole body of Covenan- 
ters in this odious crime, very folemnly renewed the promife of pardon, if he 
would make a full difcovery ; and it was a great difappointment to them, when 
they found, upon his confeflion, that only one perfon, who was now dead, had 
been acquainted with his bloody refolutions. Mitchel was next cited before a court 
of judicature, and required to renew his confeffion ; but being apprehenfive, that, 
tho’ a pardon for life had been promifed him, other corporal punifhments might 
{till be infliéted, he refufed compliance; and was fent back to prifon. He was 
next examined before the council, under pretext of his being concerned in the in- 
furreGtion at Pentland ; and tho’ no proof appeared againft him, he was put to the 
queftion, and contrary to the moft obvious principles of equity, was urged to ac- 
cufe himfelf. He endured the torture with fingular refolution, and continued ob- 
ftinate in the denial of a crime, of which, it is believed, he really was not guilty. 
Inftead of obtaining his liberty, he was fent to the Bafs, a very high rock, furround- 
ed by the fea; at this time converted into a ftate priion, and full of the unhappy 
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Covenanters. He there remained in great mifery, loaded with irons; till the year 
1677, when it was refolved by fome new examples to ftrike a freth terror into the 
perfecuted, but ftill obftinate enthufiafts. Mitchel was then brought before a court 
of judicature, and put upon his trial, for an attempt to affuffinate an archbifhop 
and a privy counfellor. His former confeffion was pleaded again{t him, and was 
proved by the teftimony of the duke of Lauderdale, lord commiffioner, lord Hatton 
his brother, deputy treafurer, the earl of Rothes, chancellor, and the primate him- 
felf. Mitchel, befides maintaining that the Privy Council was nocourt of judica- 
ture, and that a confeffion before themy was not judicial, afferted, that he had been 
engaged to make that confeffion by a folemn promife of pardoa which had been 
given him. The four privy counfellors denied upon oath, that any fuch promife 
had ever been given. The prifoner then defired, that the council books might be 
produced in court; and even offered a copy of that day’s proceedings to be red ; 
but the Privy Counfellors maintained, that, after they had made oath, no farther 
proof could be admitted, and that the books of Privy Council contained the King’s 
fecrets, which were on no account to be divulged. They were not probably aware, 
when they fwore, that the clerk having engrofled the promife of pardon in the nar- 
rative of Mitchel’s confeffion, the whole minute had been figned by the chancellor» 
and ‘that the proofs of their perjury were by that means committed to record, 
Tho’ the prifoner was condemned, Lauderdale was ftill inclined to pardon him ; 
but the unrelenting primate rigoroufly infifted upon his execution, and faid, thar, 
if affaffins remained unpunifhed, his life muft be expofed to perpetual danger. 
Mitchel was accordingly executed at Edinburgh in January 1678. Such a com- 
plication of cruelty and treachery fhews the character of thofe minifters, to whom 
the King had entrufted the government of Scotland, 

LavupERDALE’s adminiftration, befides the iniquities arifing from the extreme 
violence of his temper, and the flill greater iniquities infeparable from all projects 
of perfecution, was attended with other circumftances, which engaged him into 
fevere and arbitrary meafures. An abfolute government was to be introduced, 
which on its commencement is often moft rigorous ;. and tyranny was {till obliged, 
for want of military power, to cover itfelf under an appearance of law; a fituation 
which rendered it extremely awkward in its movements, and by provoking oppo- 
fition, extended the fury of its oppreffions. 

Tue rigours, exercifed againft conventicles, inftead of breaking the fpirit of the 
fanatics, had tended only, as is ufual, to render them more objtinate in their errors, 
to. increafe the fervour of their zeal, to link them more clofely with each other, and 
to enflame them again{t the eftablifhed hierarchy. The Commonalty, almoft 
every where in the South, particularly inthe Weftern counties, frequented conven: 
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ticles without-referve’s’ atid the gentry, tho’ they theayfelves commonly abftattied 


from: thefe illegal places of worfhip, connived at this irregularity in their inferiors. 


y 
, " c~ r | e a 3 a . r - 
In orderte engage the former on the fide of the periecutors, a bond or contraét wag 
+e? ner eae CaP eest) tO tA: vei. 
by order of the Privy Counc’ 
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Sadat the landlordc in the Wet Ae CSRS eRe 
i dered tG the landiords in the W eft, by Wilichy Caney 
ape, Wheag gr ewe 9 Aya 
were to engage for the cood be 
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laVIOUF OF [Nelr tenants; -and tn cafe a ny tenant fre- 
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quented a conventicie, mney were to luUojece Che mielves to tue iame nne as could OY 


23 | 1" de ASI Me id ae aed Mtl: : 
law be exacted from thé deling uent. Jt was ridicuious to give lanction to laws by 


man antwerable for another’s 


; r. 7 ‘es r =, | ee ig + 
voluntary contracts: It was iniquitous to make one 
conduct : It was illegal to impose fuch hard ‘conditions upon men, who had no way 

oe 7 j> gs » - Ye aagtai+t ve { } > ¥ 7 Oo r y ? 
ofrended. or thefe reafons, the greateft part or the gentry refufed to figa thofe 
bonds ; and Lauderdale, enraged at this Oppofition, endeavoured to break their 
— . . * fy ee c . 
pirit by expedients, which were fill more unufual and more arbitrary. 
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lue law enacted acainft conventicles, had called them feminaries of rebellion. 
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This expreffion, which was nothing but a fourith OF rhetoric, Lauderdale and the 
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Privy Council were willing tO UNGEeritand in a literal lenie; and becaufe the wu eftern 


a pee Fa \T r om ] ‘ ~~ es 77 a oe 
counties abounded in conventich 


s, tho’ otherwile in the moft profound peace, they 
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pretended, that thefe counties were in a ftate of aGtual v ar and rebellion. They made 
} % < “ar a pap ~ ie a es # m> as 
thereiore an agreement with fome h 


ishland chieftains to call out their clans to the 
number of 8000 men: té thefe they joined the enards 


ds, and the militia of Angus: 
And they fent the whole to live on free quarter upon the lands of fuch as had re- 


fufed the bonds illegally required of them. he obnoxious counties were the moft 
populous and moft induftrious in Scotland: The highlanders were the people the 


moft difurderly and leaft civilized. Tt is eafy to imagine the havoc and deftruction, 


which enfued. A multitude, not accuftomed to military difcipline, averfe to the 
reftraint of laws, trained up In rapine a 


and violence, were let loofe amidft thof 
whom they were taught to regard as enemies to their Prince and to their religion, 
Nothing efcaped their ravenous hands: By hardfhips, and fometimes by tortures, 
men were obliged to difcover-their concealed wealth. Neither age, nor fex, nor 
innocence afforded protection: And the gentry, finding that evén thofe who had 
been moft compliant, and who had lubfcribed the bonds, were alike expofed to the 
rapacity of thofe barbarians, confirmed themfelves ftill more in the obftinate refo- 
lution of refufing them. ‘The voice of the nation was raifed acainft this enormous 
Outrage; and after two months free quarter, the highlanders were at laft fent back 


to their hills, loaded with the fpoils and execrations of the W eft. 


Tsose who kad been engaced to fubfcribe the bonds, 
by turning out fuch tenants as they fufpected of 
thereby depopulating their eftates. To encre 
the council enacted, that none fhould be recei 


could find no fecurity but 
an inclination to conventicles, and 
afe the mifery of thefe unhappy tenants 
ved any where, orallowed a habitation, 


who 
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who brought not a certificate of his conformity from the parifh minifter. That Chap. IV. 
the obftinate and refractory might not efcape farther perfecution, a new device 
was fallen upon. | By the law af scotland, any man, who fhould go before a ma- 
giftrate, and {wear that he thought himfelf in danger.from another, might obtain 
a writ of law-burrows, as it was called; by which the latter was bound, under 
the penalty of imprifonment and outlawry,. to find sSCUPRY for his good behaviour, 
Lauderdale entertained the abfurd notion of making the King fue for writs o 

law-burrows againft his fubjects. On this pretext, t the refufers sof the bonds’ were 
fummoned to appear before the council, and were required to bind themfelves, 
under the penalty of two years rent, neither to frequent conventicles themfelves, 

nor allow their family and tenants to be prefent at thofe unlawful affemblies. 
Thus chicanery was joined to tyranny ; and the Majeity of the King, inftead of 
being exalted, -was in reality, proftituted ; as if he were obliged to feek the fame 
fecurity, which one neighbour might require of another. 

It was an old law, but feldom executed, that a man, who was accufed of any 
crime, and did not appear, in order to take his trial, might be inzercommuned, that 
is, he might berpublicly outlawed ; and whoever afterwards, either on account of 
bufinefs, relation, ‘nay charity, had the leaft intercourfe with him, was fubjected 
to the fame penalties as could by law be inflicted on the criminal himfelf. A great 
many writs of intercommuning were now iffued againft the hearers and preachers in 
conventicles ; and by this fevere and even ab! Rird law, crimes and guilt went on 
multiplying in a geometrical proportion. “Where laws themfelves are fo violent, 
it is no wonder that an adminiftration fhould be ocsiaiiah 

Lesr the cry of an oppreffed people fhould reach the Throne, the council for- 
bad, under high penalties, every nobleman or gentleman of landed property to 
leave the kingdom. A fevere edict, efpecially where the Sovereign himfelf refided 
in a foreign country. Notwithftanding this aét of council, Caffilis firft, after- 
wards Hamilton and Tweddale, went to London, and laid their complaints before 
the King. Thefe violent proceedings of Lauderdale were very oppofite to the 
natural temper of Charles; and he ies cnn3 iffued orders for difcontinuin 
the bonds and the writs of law-burrows. But as he was commonly little touched 


with what lay at a diftance, he entertained not the € proper indignation againft thofe 
who had abufed his authority. Even while he retracted thefe oppreflive meafures, 
he was prevailed with to avow and praife them in a atte which he wrote to the 
privy council, ‘This proof of confidence micht fortify the hands of the miniftry, 
but the King ran a manifeit hazard of lofing the ree ee of his f ubjects, by not 
permitting even thofe who were defirous of it, to diftinguifh between him and 


their opprefilors. 


Vor. Il. Non -_ 
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Ir is reported *, that Charles, after a full hearing of the debates concerning 


Scotch affairs, faid, ** I perceive that Lauderdale has been guilty of many bad things — 


<¢ againft the people of Scotland; but I cannot find, that he has acted any thing 
‘* contrary to my intereft.” A fentiment moft unworthy of a Sovereign ! 
Durine the abfence of Hamilton and the other difcontented Lords, the King 
allowed Lauderdale to fummon a convention of eftates at Edinburgh. This con- 
vention, befides granting fome money, beftowed applaufes on all Lauderdale’s ad- 
(tration, and in their addrefles to the King, exprefied the higheft contentment 
and fatisfation. But thefe inftances of complaifance had the contrary effe& in 
England from what was expected by the contrivers of them. All men there con- 
cluded that in Scotland the very voice of liberty was totally fuppreffed ; and that, 


by the prevalence of tyranny, grievances were fo rivetted, that it was become 
them, or complain to the Prince, who alone was ca- 


mini 


dangerous even to mention 
; ~ . ‘ * Cc “3 > mi 
pable of redreffing them. From the flavery of the neighbouring kingdom, they 


‘aferred the arbitrary difpofitions of the King ; and from the violence, with which. 


fovereign power was there exercifed, they apprehended the miferies, which might 
enfue to themfelves, upon their lofs of liberty. If perfecution by a proteftant 
church could be carried to fuch extremitics, what might be dreaded from the pre- 
valence of popery, which had ever, in all ages, made open profeffion of exter- 
minating by fire and {word every oppofite fect or communion? And if the firft 
approaches towards unlimited authority were fo tyrannical, how difma] its final 
eftablifhament ; when all dread ‘of oppofition fhall at laft be removed by merce- 


nary armies, and all fenfe of fhame by long and inveterate ‘habit ¢ 


* Burnet. 
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CHAP. V: 
The popifh, plot. Oates's Narrative. And charaéter. Coleman's 
letters. Godfrey's murder. General confternation. The Par- 





liament.——Zoal of the Parliament. Bedloe’s narrativé.——Accu- 
fation of Danby. His impeachment.——Diffolution of the long 
| Parliament. Its character. Trial of Coleman. Of Ireland. 
New eleétions. Duke of Monmouth. Duke of York retires 
to Bruffels. New Parliament.——Danby’s impeachment.——P opi/> 
plot. New council, Limitations on a popifh fucceffor. Bill of 
exclufion. Habeas corpus bill. Prorogation and diffolution of the 
Parliamento—_Trial and execution of the five jefuits.——And of Lang- 
horner——Wakeman acquitted. State of affairs in Scotland, 


Battle of Bothwel bridge. 





















































HE Englith nation, ever fince the fatal league with France, had enter- 1678. 
tained violent jealoufies againft the Court; and the fubfequent meafures 
adopted by the King, had tended more to encreafe than cure the general prejudices. 
Some myfterious defign was ftill fufpected in every enterprize and profeffion: Ar- 
bitrary power and popery were apprehended as the fcope of all projects: Each 
breath or rumour made the people ftart with anxiety : Their enemies, they thought, 
were in their very bofom, and had got pofieffion of their Sovereign’s confidence. 
While inthis timorous, jealous difpofition, the cry of a plot all on a fudden firuck 
their ears: ‘hey were wakened from their flumber ; and like men affri¢hted and 
in-the dark, took every fhadow for a fpecter, The terror of each man became 
the fource of terror to another... And an univerfal panic being diffufed, reafon 
and argument and common-fenfeand common humanity loft all influence over 
them. From this difpofition of men’s minds we are to account for the progrefs 
and credit of the popisH pror; anevent, which would otherwife appear prodi- 


: ei: ae The popih 
sious and. altogether inexplicable. 


plot. 
On the twelfth of Auguft, one Kirby, a chemift, accofted the King, as he was 
walking in the Park :. ** Sir,” {aid he, *‘ keep within the company: Your ene- 
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** mies have a defign upon your life; and you may be fhot in this very walk.’ 
Being afked the reafon of thefe ftrange fpeeches, he faid, that two men, catled 
Grove and Pickering, had engaged to fhoot the King, and Sir George Wake- 
man, the Queen’s phyfician, to poyfor him, This intelligence, he added, had 
been com franicated to him by doctor Tongue; whom, if permitted, he would 
introduce to his Majefty. Tongue was a divine of the church of England; aman 
active, reitlefs, full of projects, devoid of underftanding.. He brought papers to 
the King, which contained information of a plot, and were digéfted into forty- 
three articies. Ihe King not having leifure to perufe them, fent them to the 
lord treafurer, Danby, .and ordered the two informers to lay the bufinefs before 
that minifter, Tongue confefied to Danby, that he himfelf had not drawn the 
papers, that they had fecrétly been thruft under his door, and that, tho’ he fut 
pected, he did not seewinigh know who was the author. After a few days, he re- 
turned, and told the treafurer, that his fufpicions, he found, were juft; that the 
author of the inte dig tabeai whom he had met twice or thrice in the ftreet, had 
acknowleg«d the whole matter, and-had given him amore particular account 
of t te compiracy; but defired, that his name might be concealed, being appre- 
henfive left the papifts fhould: murder him. 


Tue information was renewed with regard to Grove’s and Pickering’s inten- 
tions of fhooting the King; and Tongue even pretended, that, at a particular time, 
they were to fet out for Windfor with that intention. Orders were given for dtrett 
ing them, fo foon as they fhould appear in that place: But tho’ this alarm was 


more than once renewed, fome frivolous reafons were ftill found by Tongue for 


their delaying the journey. And the King concluded, both from thefe evafions, 
and from the myfterious, artificial manner of communicating the intelligence, 
that the whole was a fiction. 

Toncur came next to the treafurer, and told him, that a pacquet of letters, 
wrote by jefuits concerned in the plot, was that night to be put into the poft-houfe 
for Windfor, directed to Bedingfield, a jefuit, confeffor to the Duke. When 
this intelligence was conveyed to the King, he replied, that the pacquet mentioned 
had a few hours before been brought to the Duke by Bedingfield ; who faid, that 
he fufpeéted fome bad defign upon him, that the letters feemed to contain mat- 
ters of a dangerous import, and that he knew them not to be the hand-writine 

‘fons fini names were fub{cribed to them. This incident ftill farther 
confirmed the King in his incredulity. 

Tur matter had probably flept in this pofture for ever, had it not been the an- 

iety of the Di ay 
for had been-accufed, was defirous, that a thorow enquiry fhould be made by 

the 


e, who, hearing that priefts and jefuits and even his own confef- 
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the council into the pretended ‘confpiracy. Kirby and Tongue were enquired Chap. V- 
after, and were now found to be living in clofe conjunction with Titus Oates ae 
the perfon who was faid to have conveyed the firft intelligence to Toacue 

Oates affirmed, that he had fallen under fufpicion with the jefuits; that he had 
received three blows with a ftick and a box on the ear from the provincial of that 

order, for revealing their con{piracy ; and that over-hearing them fpeak of their 
intentions to punith him more feverely, he had withdrawn, and concealed him- 

felf. This man, in whofe breaft was lodged a fecret, involving the fate of Kings, 

and kingdoms, was allowed to remain in fuch neceffity, that Kirby was obliged to 

fupply him with daily bread; and it was a joyful furprize to him, pe: he heard, 

that the council were at laft difpofed to take fome notice of his intelligence. But 

as he expected more encouragement from the public, than from the King or his 
minifters, he thought proper, before he-was prefented to the council, to go with 

his two companions to Sir Edmundfbury Godfrey, a noted and active juttice of 

peace, and to give evidence before him of all the articles of the confpiracy. 


Tue wonderful intelligence, which Oates conveyed both to Godfrey and the Oates’s narra» 
council, and afterwards to the Parliament, was to this purpofe *. The Pope, he tive. 
faid; on examining the matter in the congregation de propaganda fide, had found 
himfelf entitled to the pofftffion of Engiand and Ireland on account of the herefy 
of Prince and people, and had accordingly aflumed the fovereignty of thefe king- 
doms. This fupreme power he had thought proper to delegate to the fociety of 
jefuits; and de Oliva, general of that order, in confequence of the papal grant, 
had exerted every act of regal authority, and particularly had fupplied, by com- 
miffions under. the feal of the fociety, all the chief offices, both civil and mili- 
tary. Lord Arundel was created chancellor, lord Powis treafurer, Sir William 
Godolphin privy feal, Coleman fecretary of ftate, Langhorne attorney general, 
lord Bellafis general of the papal army, lord Peters lieutenant general, lord Staf- 
ford pay-mafter; and inferior commiffions, figned by the provincial of the jefuits, 
were alfo diftributed to men of all ranks. All the dignities of the church 
were filled, and many of them wi ith < Spaniards and other foreigners. The pro- 
vincial had held a confult of the jefuits under his authority; where the King, 
whom they opprobrioufly called the Black Baftard, was folemnly tried and con- 
demned as a heretic; and a refolution taken to put him to death. Father le Shee 
(for fo this great plotter and informer called fathe rer la Chaife, confeffor to the 
French King, a man of probity and humanity) had configned in London ten thou- 


fand pounds to be paid to any man, who fhould merit it by this affaflination. A 
Spanifh provincial had expreffed like liberality: The prior of the Benedié Be 2g 
was 


* QOates’s Narrative, 
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Chap. V. was willing to go the length of fix thoufand pounds: The Dominicans approved 
197% of the ation ; but pleaded poverty. Ten thoufand pounds had been offered to 
Sir George Wakeman, the Queen’s phyfician, who demanded fifteen thoufand, 
as a reward for fo great a fervice: His demand was complied with; and five 
thoufand had been paid him by advance. Left this méans fhould fail, four Irith 
ruffians had been employed by the jefuits, at the rate of twenty guineas a-piece, 
to itab the King at Windfor; and Coleman, lately fecretary to the Dutchefs of 
York, had given the meffenger, who carried them orders, a guinea to quicken 
his diligence. Grove and Pickering were alfo employed to fhoot the King with 
filver bullets: The former was to receive the fum of fifteen hundred pounds; 
the latter, being a pious man, was to be rewarded with thirty thoufand mafits, 
which, eftimating maffes at a fhilling a-piece, amounted to’a like value. Picker- 
ing had executed his purpofe, had not the flint one time dfopt out of his piftol; 
another time the priming. Coniers, the jefuit, had bought a knife at the price of 
ten fhillings, which; he thought, was not dear, confidering the purpofe for which 
he intended it, to wit, ftabbing the King. Letters of fubfcription were circulated 
among the catholics all over England to raife a fum for the fame purpofe. “No 
lefs than fifty jefuits had met in May laft, at the White-horfe tavern, where it 
was unanimoufly agreed to put the King to death. This fynod did afterwards, 
for more convenience, divide themfelves into many lefs cabals or companies ; and 
Oates was employed to carry notes and letters from one to another, all tending 
to the fame end of mutthering the King. He even carried about a paper, in which 
they formally expreffed their refolution of executing that deed; and it was regu- 
larly fubfcribed by all of them. A wager of an hundred pounds was laid, and 
ftakes made, that the King fhould eat no more Chriftmas pyes- In fhort, it-was 
determined, to ufe the expreffion of a jefuit, that if he would not become R.C. 
(Roman catholic) he fhould no longer be C.R. (Charles rex). The great fire 
of London had been the work of the jefuits, who had employed eighty or eight- 
fix perfons for that purpofe, and had expended feven hundred fire-balls ; but they 
had a good return for their charges ; for they had been able to pilfer goods from the 
fire to the value of fourteen thoufand pounds: The jefuits had alfo raifed another 
fire on St. Margaret’s Hill, whence they had ftolen goods to the value of two thou- 
fand pounds: Another at Southwark: and it was determined in like mannerto | 
burn all the chief cities in England. A paper model was already framed for the 
firing of London; the ftations were regularly marked out, where the feveral fires 
were to commence; and the whole plan of operations was fo concerted, that 
precautions were taken by the jefuits to vary their meafures, according to the va- 
riations of the winds. Tire-balls were familiarly called among them Teuxbury 
muftard- 


sive =e 


— = a 
— i 
ae = 





Cie ow. Reb E. 6—I, 279 


muftard pills; and were faid to contain a notable biting fauce. In the great fire, Chap. V- 
it had been determined to murther the King; but he had difcovered fuch dili- Rica 
gence and humanity in extinguifhing the flames, that even the jefuits relented, and 
{pared his life. Befides thefe affaffinations and fires; infurrections, rebellions, 
and maflacres were projected by that religious order in all the three kingdoms. 
There were twenty thoufand Catholics in London, who would rife in four and 
twenty hours or lefs; and Jennifon, a jefuit, faid, that they might eafily cut the 
throats of an hundred thoufand Proteftants. Eight thoufand Catholics had agreed 
to take arms in Scotland. Ormond was to be murthered by four jefuits; a ge- 
neral maffacre of the Irifh Proteftants was concerted; and forty thoufand black 
bills were already provided for that purpofe. Coleman had remitted two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds to promote the rebellion in Ireland; and the French King 
was to land a great army in that ifland. Poole, who wrote the Synopfis, was par- 
ticularly marked out for affaffination ; as was alfo, Dr. Stillingfleet, a controver- 
fial writer againft the Papifts. Burnet tells us, that Oates paid him the fame com- 
pliment. After allthis havoc, the crown.was to be Offered to the Duke, but on 
the following conditions ; that he receive it as a gift from the Pope; that he 
confirm all the papal commiffions for offices and employments; that he ratify all 
paft tranfactions, by pardoning the incendiaries, and the murderers of his brother 
and of the people; and that he confent to the utter extirpation of the proteftant 
religion. Hf he refufe thefe conditions, he himfelf was immediately to be poifoned 
or aflaffinated. Zo pot fames mufi go; according to the expreffion. afcribed by 
Oates to the jefuits. 


Oares, the informer of this dreadful plot, was himfelf the moft infamous of 4.43 44. 
mankind. He-was the fon of an anabaptift preacher, chaplain to colonel Pride ; racer: 
but having taken orders in:the church, he had .bcen provided in.a fmall living by 
the duke of Norfolk. He had been indicted for perjury ; and by. fome means had 
efcaped. He was afterwards a chaplain on‘board the fleet ; whence he had been 
difmified:on.comjlaint of fome unnatural practices, not fit to.be named. He then 
became a:convert to the Catholics ; -but he .afterwards.boafted, that his.converfion 
was a mere pretext,.in.order to get into their fecrets, and.to betray them *: He: 
was fent over to the jefuit’s.college at St. Omers, and tho’ above thirty.years of age,. 
he there Jived| fome time among the ftudents. He was difpatched onan errand to: 
Spain ; and thence returned to St. Omers; where the jefuits, heartily tired of their 
convert, at Ja{t difmifled him from their feminary. [tis likely, that, from. refent- 

ment: 


* Burnet, Echard, Nomh, L’Efrange, &c.. 
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re: V. ment of this ufage, he was induced, in combination with Tongue, to contrive 
10795 


that plot, of which he accufed the Catholics. 


Tis abandoned man, when examined before the council, betrayed his impof- 
tures in fuch a manner, as would have utterly difcredited the moft confiftent 
ftory, and the moft reputable evidence. While in Spain, he had been carried, he 
faid, to Don John, who promifed great affiftance to the execution of the catholic 
defigns. ‘The King afked him, what fort of man Don John was: He anfwered, 
4 tall, lean man; directly contrary to truth, as the King well knew*. He totally 
~miftook the fituation of the jefuit’s college at Paris. Tho’ he pretended great 
intimacies with Coleman, he knew him not, when placed very near him; and had 
no other excufe than that his fight was bad in candle-light t. He fell-into like 
miftakes with regard to Wakeman. 


NOTWITHSTANDING thefe objections, great attention was paid to Oates’s evi- 
dence, and the plot became very foon the fubject of converfation, and even the ob- 
ject of terror to the people. The violent animofity, which had been excited a- 
gainit the Catholics in general, made the public {wallow the groffeft abfurdities, 
when they accompanied an accufation of thofe religionifts: And the more dia- 
bolical any contrivance appeared, the better it fuited the tremendous idea enter- 
tained of a jefuit. Danby likewife, who ftood in oppofition to the French and 
catholic intereft at court, was willing to encourage every {tory, which might ferve 
to difcredit that party. By his fuggeftion, when a warrant was figned for arreft- 
ing Coleman, there was inferted a claufe. for feizing his papers ; a circumftance 
attended with the moft important confequences. 


Coleman’s 


ten CoLEMAn, partly on his own account, partly by orders from the Duke, had been 
eters, 


engaged in a correfpondence with father la Chaife, with the Pope’s nuncio at Bruf- 
fels, and with other Catholics abroad ; and being himfelf a fiery zealot, bufy and » 
fanguine, the expreffions in his letters often betrayed great violence and indifcre- 
tion. His correfpondence during the years 1674, 1675, and’ part of 1676, was 
feized, and contained many extraordinary paflages. In particular, he faid to la 
Chaife, “ We have here a mighty work upon our hands, no lefs than the con- 
“* verfion of three kingdoms, and by that perhaps the utter fubduing of a peftilent 
** herefy, which has a long time domineered over a great part of this northern 
“* world. There were never fuch hopes of fuccefs, fince the days of Queen Mary, 
** as now in our days. God has given us a Prince,’’ meaning the Duke, ** who 
“* is become (may I fay a miracle) zealous of being the author and inftrument of 
*¢ fo glorious a work ; but the oppofition we are fure to meet with is alfo like to 


‘6 be 
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** be great : Sothat it imports us to get all the aid and affiftance we can.” In another Chap. V. 
letter he faid, “* I can fcarce believe myfelf awake, or the thing real, when I think 
‘* of a Prince in fuch an age as we live In, converted, to fuch a degree of zeal and 
** piety, as not to regard any thing in the world in comparifon of God Almighty’s 
“* glory, the falvation of his own foul, and the converfion of our poor kingdom.” 
In other paffages, the interefts of the Crown of England, thofe of the French King, 
and thofe of the catholic religion are fpoke of as infeparable. The Duke is alfo 
faid to have conneéted his interefts unalterably with thofe of Lewis. The King 
himfelf, he affirms, is always inclined to favour the Catholics, when he may do it 
without hazard. <«* Money,” Coleman adds, ‘* cannot fail of perf{wading the King 
“* toanything. There is nothing it cannot make him do, were it ever {o much 
“* to his prejudice. It has fuch an abfolute power over him, that he cannot refift 
“it. Logic in our court built upon money, has mofe powerful charms than any 
*‘ other fort of argument.” For thefe reafons, he propofes to father. la Chaife, 
that the French King fhould remit the fum of 390,000 pounds, on condition that 
the Parliament be diffolved; a meafure, to which, he fays, the King was, of him- 
felf, fufficiently inclined, were‘it not for thé hopes of obtaining money from that 
afiembly. The Parliament, he faid, had already conftrained the King to make 
peace with Folland, contrary to the interefts of the catholic religion, and of his 
moft chriftian majefty : And if they fhould meet again, they would forely engage 
him farther, and even to make war again{t France. It appears alfo from the fame 
letters, that the aflembling the Parliament { late as April in the year 1675, had 
been procured by the intrigues of the catholic and French party, who thereby in- 
tended to fhow the Dutch and other confederates abroad, that they could expeé 
no affiftance from England, 

WueEn the contents of thefe letters were publicly known, they diffufed the pa- 
nic, with which the nation began already to be feized on account of the popifh plot. 
Men reafoned more from their fears and their pafiions than from the evidence be- 
forethem, It is certain, that the a@ive and enterprizing fpirit of the catholic 
church, particularly of the jefuits, merits attention, and is, in fome decree, danger- 
ous, to every other communion. Such zeal of profelytifm a€tuates that feé, that 
its miffionaries have penetrated into every nation of the globe; and in one fenfe, 
there is a popih plot perpetually carried on again{t all ftates, Proteftanr, Pagan, and 
Mahometan, _ It is likewife very probable, that the converfion of the Duke, and 
the favour of the King, had in{pired the catholic priefts with new hopes of recover- 
ing in thefe iflands their loft dominion, and gave frefh vigour to that intemperate 
zeal, by which: they are commonly actuated. . Their firft aim was to obtain a to- 
leration ;.and fuch was the evidence, they believed, of their theological tenets, 
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Shap. V. that, could they but procure entire liberty, they muft infallibly in time open the: 
thee: eyes of the people. After they had converted confiderable numbers, they might 
be enabled, they hoped, to re-inftate themfelves in full authority, and entirely to 
fupprefs that herefy, with which the kingdom had fo long been infected. Tho’ 

thefe dangers to the proteftant religion were very diftant, it was juftly the object of 

great concern to find, that the Wie apparent to the crown was fo blinded with bi- 

gotry, and fo deeply engaged in foreign interefts ; and that the King himfelf had 

been prevailed with, from low interefts, to hearken to his dangerous infinuations. 

Very bad confequences might enfue from fuch perverfe habits and attachments ; 

nor could the nation and Parliament guard againft them with too anxious a pre- 
caution. But that the Roman pontiff could hope to affume the fovereignty of 

thefe kingdoms ; a project, which, even during the darknefs of the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries, would have appeared chimerical: That he fhould delegate this: 
authority to the jefuits ; that order in the Romifh church, which was the moft 

hated : That a maffacre could be attempted of the Proteftants, who furpafied the 
Catholics a hundred fold, and were invefted with the whole authority of the ftate: 

That the King himlelf was to be affaffinated, and even the Duke, the only fupport. 

of their party: Thefe were fuch abfurdities as no human teftimony was fufficient 

to prove; much lefs the evidence of one man, who was noted for infamy, and 

who could not keep himfelf, every moment, from falling into the grofleft incon- 
fiftencies. Did fuch intelligence deferve even fo much attention as to be refuted,. 

it would appear, that Coleman’s letters were fufficient alone to deftroy all its credit. 

For how could fo long a train of corre{pondence be carried on, by a man fo much 

trufted by the party ; and yet no traces of infurrections, if really intended, of fires,. 
maffacres, affaffinations, invafions, beever difcovered in any fingle paffage of thefe 

. letters? But all fuch refiections, and many more equally obvious: were vainly em- 

ployed againft that general prepoffeffion, with which the nation was feized. Oates’s 

_ plot and Coleman’s were univerfally confounded : And the evidence. of the latter 


being unqueftionable, the belief of the former, aided by the paffions of hatred and: 
of terror, took poffeffion of the whole people. 


rth of O&o- THER was danger however, left time might open the eyes of the public ; when 


ber. | __ the murther of Godfrey conpleated the general delufion, and rendered the prejudices: 
Godfrey's ; ; ST «get 
eee es of the nation abfolutely incurable. This magiftrate had been miffing fome days; and 


after much fearch, and many furmizes, his body was found lying in a ditch at Prim- 
rofe-hill: The marks of ftrangling were thought to appear about his neck, and fome 
contufions on his breaft: His own {word was fticking in the body; butas no.confi- 
derable quantity of blood enfued on drawing it, it was concluded, that it had been. - 
thruft in after his death, and that he had not killed himfelf: He had rings on his. 
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fingers and money in his pocket: It was therefore inferred, that he’ had not fallen Chap. V. 
into the hands of robbers. Without farther reafoning, the cry rofe, that he had 
been aflaffinated by the Papifts, on account of his taking Oates’s evidence, ‘This 
clamour was quickly propagated, and met with univerfal belief. The panic {oread 
itfelf on every fide with infinite rapidity ; and all men, aftonifhed with fear, and 
animated with rage, faw in Godfrey’s fate all the horrible defigns afcribed to the 
Catholics ; and no farther doubt remained of Oates’s veracity. The voice of the 
whole nation united againft that hated fect ; and notwithflanding that the bloocy 
confpiracy was fuppofed to be now difcovered, men could fcarce be perfwaced, 
that their lives were yet in fafety. Each hour teemed with new rumours and fur- 
mizes. Invafions from abroad, infurrections at home, even private murthers and 
poifonings were apprehended. To deny the reality of the plot was to be an ac- General con- 
complice: Io hefitate was criminal: Royalift, Republican ; Churchman, Sectary , ternation. 
Courtier, Patriot; all parties concurred in the illufion. The city prepared for 
defence, as if the enemy were at its gates: “The chains and pofis were put up: And 
it was a noted faying at that time of Sir Thomas Player, the chamberlain, that 
were it not for thefe precautions, the whole citizens might rife next morning with 
their throats cut *. 

Iw order to propagate the popular frenzy, feveral artifices wereemployed. The 
dead body of Godfrey was carried into the city, attended by vaft multitudes. Ie 
was publickly expofed in the ftreets, and viewed by all ranks of men; and every one, 
who faw it, went away inflamed, as well by the mutual contagion of fentiments, 
as by the difmal fpectacle itfelf.. The funeral pomp was celebrated with great 
parade. It was conduéted thro’ the chief flreets of the city : Seventy-two clergy- 
men marched before: Above a thoufand perfons of diftinction followed after: And 
at the funeral fermon, two able-bodied divines mounted the pulpit, and ftood on 
each fide of the preacher ; left, in paying the laft office to this unhappy magiftrate, 
he fhould, before the whole people, be murthered by the Papifts +. 

Iw this difpofition of the nation, reafon could no more be heard than a whifper 
‘1 the midft of the moft violent hurricane. Even at prefent, Godfrey’s murther 
cannot upon any fyftem be rationally accounted for. That he was affaffinatea by 
the Catholics, feems utterly improbable. Thefe religionifts could not be engaged 
to commit that crime from policy, in order to deter other magi(trates from acting 
againft them. Godfrey’s fate was no way capable of producing that effect, un- 
jefs it were publickly known, that the Catholics were his murtherers; an opinion, 
which, it was eafy to forefee, mult prove the ruin of their party. Befides, how 


* North, p. 206, + North, p. 205. 
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many magiftrates, during more than a century, had acted in the moft violent man- 
ner again{t them, without its being ever fufpected, that any one had been cut off by 
aflaffination? Such jealous times as the prefent were furely ill fitted for beginning 
thefe dangerous experiments. Shall we therefore fay, that the Catholics were pufhed 
on, not by policy, but by blind revenge againtt Godfrey? But Godfrey had given 
them little or no occafion of offence in taking Oates’s evidence. His Part was 
merely an act of form, belonging to his office; nor could he, nor any man in his 
{tation, poffibly refufe it. In.the reft of his conduct, he lived on good terms with. 
the Catholics, and was far from diftinguifhing himfelf by his feverity againft that 
fect. It is even certain, that he had contraéted an intimacy with Coleman, and 
took care to inform his friend of the danger, to which, by reafon of Oates’s evidence, 
he was at prefent expofed. 


Tuere are fome writers, who, finding it impoffible to account for Godfrey’s 
murther by the machinations of the Catholics, have recourfe to the oppofite fup- 
pofi.ion, They lay hold of that common prefumption, that thofe commit the crime 
who reap profit by it; and they affirm that it was Shaftefbury and the heads of 
the popular party, who perpetrated that deed, in order to throw the odium of it - 
on the Papifts. But if this fuppofition be received, it muft alfo be admitted, that | 
the whole plot was the contrivance of thofe politicians; and that Oates aéted alto-. 
ther under their direction. But it appears, that Oates, dreading probably the Op- 
pofition of powerful enemies, had very anxioufly acquitted the Duke, Danby, Or- 
mond, and all the miniftry ; perfons who were certainly the moft obnoxious to the 
popular leaders. Befides, the whole texture of the plot contains fuch low abfur- 
dity, that it is impoffible to have been the invention of any man of fenfe or educa- 
tion. It istrue, the more monftrous and horrible the con{piracy, the better was it 
fitted to terrify, and thence to convince the populace: But this effet, we may fafely 
fay, no-one could beforehand have promifed upon; and a fool was in this cafe 
more likely to fucceed than a wife man, Had Shaftefbury laid the plan of a po- 
pifh con{piracy, he had probably rendered it moderate, confiftent, credible ; and, 
on that very account had never met with the prodigious fuccefs, with which Oates’s 
tremendous fictions were attended. 

We muft, therefore, be contented to remain for ever ignorant of the actors in 
Godfrey’s murther; and only pronounce in general, that that event, in all likelihood, 
had no connexion, one way or other, with the popifh plot. Any man, efpecially {fo 
active a magiftrate as Godfrey, might, in fuch a city as London, have many enemies, 
of whom his friends and family had no fufpicion, He wasa melancholy man; and 
there is fome reafon, notwithftanding all the pretended appearances to the cgntrary, 
to fufpect that he fell by his own hands. The affair was never examined with 

tran- 
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tranquillity, or even common fenfe, during the time ; and it is impoffible for us, Chap. V. 
at this diftance, certainly to account for it. 

No-ow ze doubted but the papifts had affaflinated Godfrey : but ftill the particular 
actors wereunknown. A proclamation was iffued by the King, offering a pardon 
and five hundred pounds reward to any one who would difcover them. As it was 
afterwards furmized, that the terror of a like aflafination would prevent difcovery, 
a new proclamation was iflued, promifing abfolute. protetion to any one who 
would reveal the fecret. Thus were indemnity, money, and fecurity offered to 
the faireft bidder: And no one needed fear, during the prefent fury of the people, 
that his evidence would undergo too fevere a fcrutiny. 


Wuite the nation was in this ferment, the Parliament was afflembled. In his 214 of O&o- 
ipeech the King told them, that tho’they had given money for difbanding the army*, The Parliac 
he had found Flanders fo expofed, that he had thought it neceflary {till to keep ment.. 
them on foot, and doubted not but this meafure would meet with their approba- 
tion. He informed them, that his revenue lay under great anticipations, and at 
beft was never equal to the conftant and neceflary expence of the government ; as 
would appear from the ftate of it, which he intended to lay before them. Healfo 
mentioned the plot, carried on againft his life by jefuits; but faid, that he would 
forbear delivering any opinion of the matter,. left-he fhould feem to fay too much 
or too little ;. and that he would leave the ferutiny of it entirely to the law. 

Tue King was anxious to keep the queftion of the: popith plot from the Parlia- 
ment, where, he fufpected, many defigning people would very much abufe the 
prefent credulity of the nation: But Danby, who hated the catholics, and courted 
popularity, and perhaps hoped, that the King, if his life was believed to be in dan- 
cer from the jefuits, would be more cordially loved by the nation, had entertained 
oppofite defigns; and the very firft day of the feffion, he opened the matter in 
the Houfe of Peers, ‘I'he King was extremely difpleafed with this temerity, and 
told his minifter, ‘* Tho’ you do not believe it, you wil! find, that you have given 
«© the Parliament a handle to ruin yourfelf, as well as to difturb all my affairs ; 

«© and you will furely live to repent it.” Danby had afterwards fufficient reafon 
to applaud the King’s fagacity. 


Tue cry of the plot was immediately echoed from one Houfe to the other. Peal of the 


The verdict of Parliament gave fanétion to that fury, with which the people were Parliament. 
already agitated. An addrefs was voted for a folemn fait: A form of prayer was 
contrived for that fervice; and becaufe the popith plot had been omitted in the 

firft 


1 


* They had granted him 600,000 pounds for difbanding the army, for re-imburfing the charges of 
his naval armament, and for paying the Princefs of Orange’s portion. 
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firft draught, it was carefully ordered to be inferted , left omnifcience fhould want 
intelligence, to ufe the words of an hiftorian *. 

In order to continue and propagate the alarm, addrefles were voted for fuch 

papers as might difcover the horrible confpiracy ; for the removal of popith recu- 
fants from London; for adminiftering every where the oaths of allegiance and 
fupremacy ; for denying acceis at court to all unknown and fufpicious perfons ; 
and for appoinring the train-bands of London and Weftminfter to be in readinefs. 
‘The lords Powis, Stafford, Arundel, Peters, and Bellafis were committed to the 
‘Tower, and were foan after impeached for high treafon. And both Houfes, after 
hearing Oates’s evidence, voted, ** That the Lords and Commons are of opinion, 
«* that there hath been, and {till is, a dammable and _ hellith plot, contrived and 
‘* carried on by the popifh recufants, for affaffinating and murdering the King, 
** for fubverting the government, and for rooting out and deftroying the protei- 
** tant religion.” 
_ So vehement were the Houfes, that they fat every day, forenoon and afternoon, 
on the fubjeét of the plot: For no other bufinefs could be admitted. A com. 
mittee of Lords were appointed to examine prifoners and witneffes: Blank war- 
rants were put into their hands, for the commitment of fuch as fhould be accufed 
or fufpected. Oates, who, tho’ his evidence were true, muft, by his own con- 
feflion, be efteemed an infamous villain, was by every one applauded, careffed, 
and called the faviour of the nation. By the Parliament he was recommended to 
the King. He was lodged in Whitehall, proteéted by guards, and encouraged 
by a penfion of 1200 pounds a year. 

Ir was not long before fuch bountiful encouragement brought forth new 
witnefles. ‘William Bedloe, a man, if poffible, more infamous than Oates, ap- 
peared next upon the ftage. He was of very low birth, had been noted for 
feveral cheats and even thefts, had travelled over many parts of Europe under 
borrowed names, had frequently pafied himfelf for a man of quality, and had en- 
deavoured, by a variety of lyes and contrivances, to prey upon the ignorant 
and unwary. When he appeared before the council, he gave intelligence only of 
Godfrey's murther, which, he faid, had been perpetrated in Somerfet-houfe, where 
the Queen lived, by papifts, fome of them fervants in her family. He was quef- 
tioned about the plot; but utterly denied all knowlege of it, and alfo afferted, 
that he had no acquaintance with Oates. Next day, when examined before the 
Lords’ committee, he bethought himfelf better, and was ready to give an ample 


account 
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account of the plot, which he found fo anxioufly enquired into. ‘This narrative he Chap. V. 

made to tally, as well as he could, with that of Oates, which had been publifhed:  * ves 

But that he might make himfelf acceptable by new information, he added fome 

other circumftances, and thofe, fill more tremendous and extraordinary, He 

faid, that ten thoufand men were to be landed from Flanders in Burlington Buy, 

and immediately to feize Hull: That Jerfey and Guernfey were to be furprized by 

forces from Breft; and that a French fleet were, all laft fummer, hovering in the 

Channel for that purpofe: That the lords Powis and Peters were to form an army 

in Radnorfhire, to be joined by another army, coniifting of twenty or thirty thou- 

fand religious men and pilgrims, who were to Jand at Milford Haven from St. 

Jago in Spain: That there were forty thoufand men ready in London; befides 

thofe, who would, on the alarm, be pofted at every alehoufe door, in order to kill the 

foldiers, as they came out of their quarters: That lord Stafford, Coleman, and fa- 

ther Ireland had money fufficient to defray the expences of all thefe armaments : 

That he himfelf was to receive four thoufand pounds, as one that could murder a 

man; asalfo a commiffion from lord Bellafis, and a benediétion from the Pope: 

That the King was to be aflaffinated; all the Proteftants maflacred who would 

not ferioufly be converted; the government offered to ong, if he would con- 

fent to hold it of the church ; but if he fhould refufe that condition, as. was fuf- 

pected, the authority would be left to certain lords under the nomination of the 

Pope. Ina fubfequent examination before the Commons, Bedloe added (for thefe 

men always brought out their intelligence fucceffively and by piece-meal) that lord 

Carrington was alfo in the confpiracy for raifing men and money againft the go- 

vernment ; as was likewile lord Brudenel. Thefe noblemen, with all other perfons 

mentioned by Bedloe, were immediately committed to cuftody by the Parliament. 
Ir is remarkable, that the only refource of Spain, in her prefent decayed con- 

dition, lay in the afliftance of England; and fo far from being in a fituation to 

tranfport ten thoufand men for the invafien of that kingdom, fhe had follicited 

and abtained Englifh forces to be fent into the-garrifons of Flanders, which were 

not otherwife able to defend themfelves againft the French, The French too, we 

may obferve, were, at. that very time, in open war with, Spain, and yet are 

fuppofed to be engaged in the fame defign againft England, as if religious moe 

tives were become the fole actuating principle among fovereigns. But none of 

thefe circumftances, however obvious, were able, when fet in oppofition to multi- 

plied horrors, antipathies, and prejudices, to engage the leaft attention of the po- 

pulace: For fuch the whole nation were at this time became. The popiih plot 

pafied for inconteftible: And had not men foon expected with certainty the legal 

punifhment of thefe criminals, the Catholics had been expofed to the hazard of 
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Chap. V. an univerfal maffacre. The torrent indeed of national prejudices ran fo high, that 
1678. no-one, without the moft imminent danger, durft venture openly to oppofe it; 
nay, -fcarce any-one, without great force of judgement, could fecretly entertain an 
Opinion contrary to the prevailing fentiments. The loud and unanimous voice of 
a4 great nation has mighty authority over weak minds; and even later hiftorians 
are fo {wayed by the concurring judgement of fuch multitudes, that fome of them 
have efteemed  themfelves lufficiently moderate, when they affirmed, that many 
circumitances of the plot were true, tho’ fome were added, and others much mag- 
nified. But it is an obvious principle, that a witnefs, who perjures himfelf in 
one circumftance, is credible in none: And the authority of the plot, even to the 
end of the profecutions, ftood entirely upon witneffes. Tho’ the Catholics 
had been fuddenly and unexpectedly deteéted, at the very moment, when their 
con{piracy, it is faid, was ready to be’ put in execution ; nO arms, no ammuni- 
tion, no money, no commiffions, no papers, no letters, after the moft rico- 
rous feach, ever were difcovered, to confirm the evidence of Oates and Bed- 
loe. =Yetrttill the nation, ‘tho’ often fruftrated, went on in the eager purfuic 
and confident belief of the con{piracy: And even the manifold inconfiftencies 
and abfurdities, contained in the Narratives, inftead of difcouraging them, ferved 
only as farther incentives to difcover the bottom of the plot, and were confidered 
as flight objections, which:a more complete information would fully remove. In 


all hiftory, it will be difficult to find fuch another inftance of popular frenzy and 
bigotted delufion. 


In order to fupport the panic among the people, efpecially among the citizens ° ” 
of London, a pamphlet was publithed with this title, «A narrative and impar- 
** tial difcovery of the horrid popifh plot, carried on for burning and deftroying | 
** the cities of London and Weftminfter with their fuburbs ; fetting forth the fe- 
“* veral confults, orders, and refolutions of the jefuits, concerning the fame: By 
“* captain William Bedloe, lately engaged in that horrid defign, and one of the 
“* popifh committee for Carrying on fuch fires.” Every fire, which had hap- 
pened for feveral years paft, is there afcribed to the machinations of the jefuits, | 
who propofed, as Bedloe faid, by fuch attempts to find an opportunity for the ge- 
neral maffacre of the Proteftants ; and in the mean time, were pleafed to enrich 
themfelves by pilfering goods from the fires. 
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Tue King, tho’ he {crupled not, wherever he could uf freedom, to throw the 
higheft ridicule on the plot, and on all Who believed it; yet found it necefiary to 
adopt the popular opinion before the Parliament. The torrent, he faw, ran too 
{trong to be controuled; and he could only hope, by a feeming compliance, to be 
able, after fome time, to guide and direct and elude its fury. He made therefore 


a {peech 
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a {peech to both Houfes; in which he told them, that he would take the utmoft.care Chap. V, 
of his perfon during thefe times of danger; that he was as ready as their hearts 197° 
could wifh, to join with them in all means for eftablifhing the proteftant religion, 

| 


10t Only during his own time, but for all future ages ; that, provided the right 
7 


of fucceflion was preferved, he would confent ta any laws for reftraining a popifh 


{ucceflor: And in conclufion, he exhorted them to think of effectual means for 


the conviction of popifh recufants ; and he highly praifed the duty and loyalty of 
all his fubjects, who had difcovered fuch anx:ous concern for his fafety. 

Tuese gracious expreffions abated nothing of the vehemence of parliamentary 
proceedings. A bill was introduced for a new-teft, where popery was denominated 
idolatry ; and all members, who refufed this te {t,, were excluded both Houfes. 
The bill paffed the Commons’ without much oppofition.; but in the upper Houfe 
the Duke moved, that an, exception might be admittéd-in his favour, With 
great earneftnefs, and even. with tears in his eyes, he told them, that he was now to 
caft himfelf on their kindnefs, in the greateft concern, which he could have in the 
world; and he protefted; that; whatever his religion: might be, it fhould only be 
a private thing between God and his own foul, and never fhould appear in his 
public conduct. . Notwithftanding this ftrong effort,.in-fo important a point, he 


= 
Fa 


prevailed only by two voices ; a fufficient indication of the general difpofition of 
the people. .** I would not have,” faid a noble Peer, in the debate on this bill, 
‘¢ fo much as a popifh man ora popifh woman to remain here; not fo much as a 
© popifh dog ora popifh bitch ; not fo much as a popifh cat to pur or mew about 
** the King,”? What is more extraordinary, this {peech met with praife and ap- 
probation. 

EncouracEp by this general fury, the witneffes went {till a ftep farther in their 
accufations; and tho’ both Oates and Bedloe had often declared, that there was 
no other perfon of diftinétion, whom they knew to be concerned in the p-ot, they 
were now fo audacious as to accufe even the Queen her'elf of entering into the 
defign againft her hufband’s life. . The Commons, in an addrefs to the King, gave 


.5 inet 


countenance to this fcandalous accufation; but the Lords would not be p évailed 
with to join in the addrefs. . It is here, if any where, that we may fufpect the 
fuggeftions of the popular leaders to have had place. The King, it was well 
known, bore no great affection to his confort ; and now more than ever, when his 
heir apparent was fo much hated, had reafon to be defirous of iffue, which might 
quiet the jealous fears of his people. This very hatred, which prevailed againft 
the Duke, would much facilitate, he knew, any expedient that could be devifed 
for the exclufion of that Prince ; and nothing farther feemed requifite for the King, 
than to give way in this particular to the rage and fury of the nation. But Charles, 

Vou, I. Pp notwithitanding 
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Chap. V. notwithftanding all allurements of pleafure, or intereft, or fafety, had the generofity 

He to protect his injured confort. ‘* They think,” faid he, *“I have a mind toa 

“© new wife; but for all that I will not fee an innocent woman abufed *.” -He 

immediately ordered Oates to be ftriétly confined, feized his papers, and dif- 

miffed his fervants ; and this daring informer was obliged to make applications to 
Parliament, in order to recover his liberty. 


/ 


Durinc this agitation of men’s minds, the Parliament gave new attention to 
the militia ; a circumftance, which, even during the times of greateft tranquillity, 
can never prudently be neglected. They paffed a bill, by which was appointed, 
that a regular militia fhould be kept in arms, during fix weeks of the year, and a 
third part of them do duty every fortnight of that time. The popular leaders 
probably intended to make ufe of the general prejudices, and even to turn the 
arms of the people againft the Prince+. But Charles refufed his affent to the bill, 
anid told the Parliament, that he would not, were it for half an hour, part fo far 
with the power of the fword: But if they would contrive any other bill for order- 
ing the militia, and {till leave it in his power to affemble or difmifs them as he 
thought proper, he would willingly give it the royal fanétion. “The Commons, 
diffatisied with this negative, tho’ the King had never before employed that pre< 
rogative, immediately voted that all the new-levied forces fhould be difmiffed. 
They pafied a bill, granting money for that fervice; but to fhew their extreme 
jealoufy of the Crown, befides appropriating that money by the ftriteft claufes,. 
they ordered it to be paid, not into the exchequer, but into the chamber of Lon- 
don. The Lords demurred with regard to fo extraordinary a claufe, which threw 
a violent reflection on the King’s minifters, and even on himfelf; and by that 
means the act remained in‘fufpence. : 

Accufation of Ir was no wonder, that the prefent ferment and credulity of the nation engaged 
agi men of infamous character and indigent circumftances to become informers ; when 
perfons of rank and condition could be tempted to give into that fcandalous prac- 

tice. Montague, the King’s ambaffador at Paris, had procured a feat in the lower 

Houfe; and without obtaining or afking the King’s leave, he fuddenly came over 

into England. Charles, fufpeéting his intention, ordered his papers to be feized; 

but Montague, who forefaw this meafure, had taken care to fecrete one paper, 

which he immediately laid before the Houfe of Commons. It was a letter from 

the treafurer Danby, wrote at the beginning of the year, during the negotiations 

at Nimeguen for the general peace. Montague was there directed to make a 

demand of money; or in other words, the King was willing fecretly to fell his 

good offices to France, contrary to the general interefts of the confederates, and 

even 


* North’s Examen. p. 186. + Burnet, vol. i. p. 437. 
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even to thofe of hisown kingdoms. Theletter, among other particulars, contains Chap. V. 
thefe words : ‘‘ In cafe the conditions of peace fhall be accepted, the King expects 1678. 

‘© to have fix millions of livres a year for three years, from the time that this agree- 

<¢ ment fhall be figned between his Majefty and the King of France; becaufe it 

‘© will probably be two or three years before the Parliament will be in humour 

<¢ to give him any fupplies after the making of any peace with Franse; and the 

of ambaflador here has always agreed to that fum ; but nor for fo long a time. 

Danby was fo unwilling to engage in this negotiation , that the King, to fatisfy 
him, fubjoined with his own hand thefe words: ‘* This letter is writ by my or- 
« der, C. R.” 


Tue Commons were inflamed with this intelligence; and carrying their fufpi- 


> 


33 


ions much farther than the truth, they concluded, that the King had all alone 
aéted in concert with the French court, and that every fte ep, which: he had taken 
in conjunction with the allies, had been illufory and deceitful. Defirous of get- 
ting to the bottom of fo important a fecret, and being pufhed by Danby’s nume- 
rous enemies, they immediately voted an impeachment of high eeeaton again{t His impeach- 
that minifter, and fent up fix articles to the Houfe of Peers. Thee articles were, ™°"" 
That he had traiteroufly engroffed'to himfelf regal power, by giving inftruétions 
to his majefty’s ambafladors, without the participation of the fecretaries o! f ftate, 
or the privy council: That he had traiteroufly endeavoured to fubvert the govern- 
ment, and introduce arbitrary power; and to that end, had levied and continued 
an army, contrary to act of Parliament: That he had traiteroufly endeavoured to 
alienate the affections of his Majefty’s fubjects, by negotiating a difadvantageous 
peace with France, and procuring money for that purpofe: That he was popifhly 
affected, and had traiteroufly concealed, after he had notice, the late horrid and 
bloody plot, contrived by the papifts againft his Majefty’s perfon and government: 
That he had wafted the King’s treafure: And that he had by indirect means ob- 
tained feveral exorbitant grants from the Crown. 
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fr is certain, that the treafurer, in giving inftructions to the ambafiador, had 
exceeded the bounds of his offic ant AS the genius of a monarchy, {ftrictly li- 
mited, requires, that the proper minifter fhould t e anfwerable for every abufe of 

power, the Commons, tho’ they here advanced a new pretenfion, might } 
themfelves by the utility and even sae eas of ir, But in other refpects their 
charge againft Danby was ery ili-prounded, That minifter made it appear to 
the Houfe of Lords, not only that Montacue, the informer againft him, had al! 
along promoted the money-negotiations with France, but that he himfelf was 
ever extremely averfe to the interefts of that crown, which he het emed pernicious 
to his mafter, and to his country. The French nation, he faid, had always en- 
ae tertained 
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ertaified, as he “was “¢ertainly informed, the higheft contempt, both of the Kino’s 
peel and government. His d igence, he Adee: in tracing ana difcovering the 
popifh plot, was generally known; and if he had common nepali not to fay com- 
mon honeity, he would furely be anxious to preferve the life of a matte r, by whom 
he was fo much favoured. He had wafted no treafuré, becaufe there was no trea- 
fure to wafte. Andtho’ he had reafon to be-grateful for the King’s bounty, he had 
made more moderate acquifitions than were generally imagined, atid than others in. 
his office had often doneyeven during a fhorter sdiaaatt ator 


Tuer Houfe of Peers plainly faw, that, allowing all the charge of the Com- 
mons to be true, Danby’s crime fell not under the ftatute of Edward the third; and: 


tho’ the words, ivea/on vv iratteroufly, had been carefully fubjoined to Reval ar- 
ticles, this appellation could not alter the nacure of things, or fubjeé him to the 
penalties annexed tothat crime. They réfufed, therefore, to commit Danby upon. 
this irregular charge : : The Commons infifted on their demand; and a great con-. 
teft was likely to arife, when the King, who had already obferved Hieiear inftances 
of the ili-humour of the Parliament, thought proper to proroguethemn. This pro- 


a ae es of fogat ion was foon after followed by a Taare rae a defperate remedy in the prefént. 
the long Par- difpofition of the nation. But the difeafe, it ae be owned, the King had reafon. 


hame nt. 


Its character, 


to ccna defperate. The utmoft rage had been difcovered by the Cémithdas, on. 
account of the popifh plot; and'their fury began already to point againft the royal 
family, if not againft the Throne itfelf. T he Duke had been ftruck at in feveral 
motions: The Yreatorer had been impeached: All fupply had been refafed, ex- 
cept on the moft difagreeable conditions : Fears, yealoufies, and antipathies were 
every day multip! ying in Parliament: And tho’ the people were ftrongly infeéted 
with the fame prejudices, the King hoped, by diffolving the prefent cabals, that a 

et of men might be chofen, more moderate in their purfuits, and lefs tainted‘with 
the virulence of faction. 

Tnus came to a period a parliament, which had fate during the whole courte 
of this reign, one year excepted. Its conclufion was very different from its com: 
mencement. Being elected during the joy and feftivity of the reftoration, it con- 
filled almoft entirely of royalifts; who were difpofed to fupport the Crown 
by all the liberality, which the habits of that age would permit. . Alarmed by the 
alliance with France, they gradually Withareas their confidence from the King 
and pi him {till to per! ‘evere in a foreign intereft, they proceeded to Gleoeer 
fym; toms of the mo? refrattory:and mot jealous difpofition. The popith plot 
pufhed them pei d all bounds of moderation; and before their diffolution they 
feemed to be treading faft in the foot-fteps of the Jaft long Parliament, on whofe 


ro) 


conduct they threw at firft fuch violent blame. In all their variations, they had 


fill 


/ 
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ftill followed the opinions and prejudices of the nation; and feemed ever to be 
more governed by bummer and party views than by public intereft, and more 
public intereft than by any corrupt or private influence. 

Durine the fitting of the Parliament, and after its prorogation and diffolution, 
the trials of the pretended criminals were carried on; and the courts of judicature, 
places, which, if poffible, ought to be kept more pure from injuftice than even na- 
tional affemblies themfelves, were ftrongly infected with the fame party rage and 
bigotted prejudices, Coleman, the moft obnoxious of the confpirators, was firft T 
brought to his trial. His letters were produced againft him. T hey contained, as 
he himfelf confefled, much indifcretion: But anlef fo far as it is illegal to be a 
zealous Catholic, they feem to prove nothing criminal, much lefs treafonable, againft 
him. Odatés and Bedloe fwore, that he had received a commiflion, figned by tl 
fuperior of the jefuits, to be papal fecretary of ftate, and had confented to the 
poifoning, fhooting, and ftabbing the King: He had even, according to Oates’s 
depofition, advanced a guinea to promote thofe bloody seated Thefe wild fto- 
ries were all confounded with the projects contained in his letters ; and Coleman 
received fentence of death. Fhe fentence was foon after executed upon him *. 
He fuffered with calmnefs.and conftancy, and to the laft perfifted in the flrongeit 
proteftations of his innocence.. 


CoLEMAN’s execution was fucceeded by the trial of Ireland, who, ’tis pretended, 
had figned, together with fifty jefuits, the great refolve of murdering the King. 
Grove and Pickering, who had undertaken to fhoot him, were tried at the fame time. 
a ? 
The only witnefles againft the prifoners were {till Oates and Bedloe.. Ireland affirm- 
y 
ed, that he was in Scaffdrathire all the mronth of Auguft laft, a time when Oates’s 
evidence made him inLondon. He proved his affertion by good evidence, and would 


have pred it by undoubted; had he not, moft iniquitoufly, been debarred, while 


in prifon, of all ufe of pen. and ink, and denied the liberty of fending for witnefles.. 


All thefe men, before they came to the bar, were condenined in the opinions of 
the judges, jury, and f fpectators ; and to bea jefuit, or even a Catholic, was of it- 
felf a fuficient proof of guilt. The cl ief juftice in particular gave fanction to 
all the narrow prejudices and bigotted fury of the populace. Inftead of b 
council for the prifoners, as his office required, he pleaded the caufe againft Baie 
brow-beat their witnefles, and on every occafion reprefented their uit as certain 
and uncontroverted. He even went fo far as publicly to affirm, that the F apilts 
had not the fame principles which I *roteftants have, saat herefore were not entitled 
to that common credence, which the principles and practices of the latter call for 
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And when the jury brought in their verdi& againft the prifoners, he faid, ** You 
ie Ieee very goo!) Pructones Ant oct ook ee 
fe : { > Anc ch good may their 30,000 

** mafiesdothem.” Alluding to the magfies, by which Pickering was to be re. 
warded for murdering the King. All thefe unhappy men went to execution, pro- 
telling their innocence; acircumftance, which made no impreffion on the {pecta- 
tors. The opinion, that the jefuits allowed of lies and mental refervations for the 
promotion of a good caufe, was at this time fo univerfally received, that no credit 
was given to teftimony, delivered either by that order, or by any of their difciples. 
Tt was forgot, that all the confpirators, engaged in the gun-powder-treafon, and 
Garnet, the jefuit, among the reft, had freely on the {caffold made confeffion of 
their guilt. | 

Tuo’ Bedloe had given information of Godfrey’s murder, he {till remained a 
fingle evidence againft the perfons accufed; and all the allurements of profit and 
honour had not as yet tempted any one to confirm the teftimony of that informer 
At laft, means were found to compleat the legal evidence. One Prance, a Gileaee 
fmith, anda Catholic, had been accufed by Bedloe of being an accomplice in that 
murder; and upon his denial had been thrown into prifon, loaded with heavy irons 
and confined to the condemned hole, a place cold, dark, and full of naftinefs. Such 
rigours were fuppofed to be exercifed by orders from the fecret committee of lords 
particularly Shaftefbury and Buckingham; who, in examining the prifoners, ufually 
employed (as tis faid, and indeed fufficiently proved) threatenings and promifes, ri- 
gour and indulgence, and every art, under pretence of extorting the truth from them. 
Prance had hot courage to refift, but confeffed himfelf an accomplice in Godfrey’s 
murder, Being afked concerning the plot, he alfo thought proper to be acquainted 
with it, and conveyed fome intelligence to the council, Among other abfurd cir- 
cumftances, he faid, that one Le Fevre bought a fecond-hand fword of him - be- 
caufe he knew not, as he faid, what times were at hand - And Prance, exprefling 
fome concern for poor tradefmen, if fuch times came; Le Fevre replied, that it 
would be better for tradefmen, if the catholic religion was reltored: And particu- 
larly, that there would be more church work for filver-fmiths. But all this infor- 
mation, with regard to the plot as well as murder, Prance folemnly retracted, both 
before the King and the fecret committee: And being again thrown into prifon, 
he was induced, by new terrors and new fufferings, to confirm his firft information ; 
and was now produced as a fufficient evidence. 


Firtt, Green and Berry were tried for Godfrey’s murder ; all of them men of 
low ftation. Hill was fervant to a phyfician : The other two belonged to the po- 
pifh chapel at Somerfet Houfe. It is needlefs to run over all the particulars of a 


long 
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long trial: It will be fufficient to fay, that Bedloe’s evidence and Prance’s were in Chap. V. 
many circumftances totally irreconcileable; that both of them laboured under un- 0 
furmountable difficulties, not to fay grofs abfurdities ; and that they were invali- 
dated by contrary evidence, which is altogether convincing. But all was in vain. rebruary 
The prifoners were condemned and executed. They all denied their guilt at their 2! and 28th, 
execution; and as Berry died a Proteftant, this circumftance was reuurded as very 
confiderable: But inftead of giving fome check to the general credulity of the 
people, men were only furprized, that a Proteftant could be induced at his death 
to perfift in fo manifeft a falfhood. 
As the army could neither be kept up, nor difbanded without money, the sis 
however little hopes he could entertain of more compliance, found himfelf ob liged 
to fummon anew Parliament. ‘The blood, already fhed on account of the popith New elec- 
plot, inftead of fatiating the people, ferved only as an incentive to their fury ; and "°™* 
each conviction of a cline was hitherto regarded as a new proof of thofe horrible 
defigns, afcribed to the Papifts.° This election is perhaps the firft in England, 
which, fince the commencement of the Monarchy, had been carried on by a violent 
conteft betwixt the parties, and where the court interefted itfelf, to a high degree, 
in the choice of the national os eeaicabes But all its efforts were fruitle {s, in op- 
pofition to the torrent of prejudices, which prevailed. Religion, liberty, property, 
even the lives of men were now fuppofed to be at ftake; and no fecu rity, it was 
thought, except in a vigilant Parliament, could be found againft the impious and 
bloody confpirators. Were there any part of the nation, to which the ferment, occa- 
fioned by the popifh plot, had not as yet propagated itfeif; the new elections tended 
extremely to fpread ftill farther and diffufe the erat confternation. All the zealots 
of the RES Parliarnent were re-chofen : Nw ones were added : The Prefbyterians 
in particular, being tranfported with the moft inveterate sachials againtt popery, 
were very active and very { fuccefsful in the elections. That party, it is faid, firtt 
began at this time the abufe of 5 ies their freeholds, in order to multiply the 
votes of electors. By accounts, which came from every part of Eng pene it was 
concluded, that the new reprefentatives would, if poffible, exceed the old 
refractory oppofition to the court, and furious perfeeution of the Catholics, 
Tue King was alarmed, when he faw fod -eadful a tempetft arife from fuch fmall 
and unaccountable beginnings. His life, if Oates and Bedloe’s information was 
true, had been aimed at by the Catholics: Even the Duke’s was in danger: The 
higher, therefore, the rage mounted againft popery, the more fhould the nation 
hove been reconciled to thefe two puores in whom, it appeared, the church of 
Rome repofed no tas But there is a fophiftry, which attends all the pat- 
fions ; efpecially thofe into which the populace enter. Men gave credit.to the in- 
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formers, fo far as concerned the guilt of the Catholics: But they ftill retained their 
oid fufpicions, that thefe religionifts were fecretly favoured by the King, and had 
obtained the moft entire afcendant over his brother. Charles had too much pene- 
tration not to fee the danger, to which the fucceffion, and even his own crown and 


dignity, now ftood expoled. A numerous party, he found, was formed againft 


him ; on the one hand, compofed ofa populace, fo credulous from prejudice, fo 
blinded with religious antipathy, as implicitly to believe the mott palpablé abfur- 
dities ; and conduéted, on the other band, by leaders fo little {crupulous, as to en- 
ceavour, by encouraging perjury, fubornation, lyes, impoftures, and even by fhed+ 
ing innocent blood, to gratify their own furious ambition, and fubvert all] legal au- 
thority. Rouzed from his icthargy by fo imminent a peril, he began to exert that 
vigour of mind, of which on great occafions he was not deftitute; and without 
quitting in appearance his ufual facility of temper, he collected an induftry, firm- 
nels, vigilance, of which he was believed altogether incapable. Thefe qualities, 


joined to dexterity and judgment, condu@ed him happily thro? the many fhoals, 


which furrounded him; and he was at laft able to make the ftorm fall on the 
heads of thofe who had blindly raifed, or artificially conducted it. 

One chief ftep, which the King took, towards gratifying and appeafing his 
people and Parliament, was, defiring the Duke to withdraw beyond fea, that no 
farther fufpicion might remain of the infuence of popifh councils. The Duke 
readily complied ; but firft required an order for that purpole, figned by the King; 
left his abfence fhould be interpreted as a proof of fear or of guilt. He alfo de- 
fired, that his brother fhould fatisfy him, as well as the public, by a public decla- 
ration of the illegitimacy of the Duke of Monmouth. 

James Duke of Monmouth was the King’s natural fon by Lucy Walters, and 
born about ten years before the reftoration. He pofiefied all the qualities, which 


could engage the affections of the populace; a diftinguifhed valour, an affablead- - - 


drefs, a thoughtlefs generolity, a graceful perfon. He rofe fil} higher in the pub- 


~ 


lic favour, by reafon of the univerfal hatred, to which the Duke, on account of his 


religion, was expofed. _Monmouth’s Capacity was mean; his temper pliant : So 
that, notwithftanding his great popularity, he had never been dangerous, had he 
not implicitly refigned himfelf over to the guidance of Shaftefbury, a man of fuch 
reftlefs temper, fuch fubtle wit, and fuch abandoned principles. That daring po- 
litician had flattered Monmouth with the hopes of fucceeding to the crown. The 
ftory of a contract of marriage, pafled betwixt the King and Monmouth’s mo- 
ther, and fecretly kept in a black box, had been ind ultrioufly fpread abroad, and was 


greedily received by the multitude. As the horrors of popery {till prefled harder 


On them, they might be induced, either to adopt that fiction, as they had already 
done 
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done many ot 


1ers more incredible, orto commit open violation on the iahtof fuc-- Chap. V. 
cefion. And it would not be difficult, it was biigies to par ivy ade the King, who | 


was extremely fond of his fon, to give him the preference above a bri ther, who by 
| . 


his rere b IgOotry, had involved him in fuch inextr icable difficulties. Bur 


fr 1 
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Charles, in order to cutoff all fuch expectations, as sie as to remove the Duke’s 


» *17 — 
apprehenfions, took care, in full cot incu, to declare Monmouth’s ee ey and 


M 
to deny all promife of marriage to his mother; The Duke, Ree gratify’d inforea-. 
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fonable a requett, willingly complied with the King’s defire, and retired to Brufl Biv Sates 
} a: * 
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Bur the King foon found, that, notwithftandi: ng this precaution, notwithftand- 
opi fh slot. notwith{tanding the of March, 
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Chap. V.  pretenfion, which, tho’ unufual, feems tacitly to have been yielded them. The King 
had had before-hand the precaution to grant a pardon to Danby ; and in order to 
fcreen the chancellor from all attacks by the Commons, he had taken the feal into _ 
his own hand, and had himfelf affixed it to the parchment. He told the Parlia- 
ment, that as Danby had aéted in every thing by his orders, he was no way cri- 
minal; that his pardon, however, he would infift upon; and if it fhould be found | 
any way defective in form, he would renew it again and again, till it fhould be 
rendered entirely compleat: But that he was refolved to deprive him of all em- 
ployments, and to remove him from court. 


Tus Commons were no way fatisfied with this conceffion, ‘They pretended, 
that no pardon of the Crown could be pleaded in bar of an impeachment by the 
Commons. The prerogative of mercy had been hitherto underftood to be altogether 
unlimited in the King ; and this pretenfion of the Commons, it muft be confeffed, 
was entirely new. It was however very fuitable to the genius of a Monarchy, 
{trictly limited ; where the King’s minifters are fuppofed to be for ever accountable 
to national affemblies, even for fuch abufes of power as they may commit by orders 
from their mafter. The prefent emergence, while the nation was fo highly inflamed, 
was the proper time for pufhing fuch popular claims ; and the Commons failed not 
to avail themfelves of this advantage. ‘They ftill infifted on the impeachment of Dan- 
by. The Peers, in compliance with them, departed from their former fcruples, and 
ordered Danby to be taken into cuftody. Danby withdrew. The Commons pafied a 
bill, appointing him to furrender himfelf before a certain day, or, in default of 
it, attainting him. A bill had paffed the upper Houtfe, mitigating the penalty to 
banifhment; but after fome conferences, the Peers thought proper to yield to the 
violence of the Commons; and the bill of attainder was carried. Rather than 
undergo fuch fevere penalties, Danby appeared, and was immediately fent to the 
Tower. 3 

Wuite a proteftant nobleman met with fuch fevere profecution, it was not likely 
that the Catholics would be over-looked by the zealousCommons. The credit of 
the popith plot ftill ftood upon the oaths of a few infamous witnefies. Tho’ fuch _ 
immenfe preparations were fuppofed to have been made in the very bowels of the. 
kingdom, no traces of them, after the moft rigorous enquiry, had as yet appeared. 
Tho’ fo many thoufands, both abroad and at home, had been engaged in the dread- 
ful fecret ; neither hope, nor fear, nor remorfe, nor levity, nor fufpicions, nor pri- 
vate refentment had engaged any-one to confirm the evidence. Tho’ the Catho- 
lics, particularly the jefuits, were reprefented as.guilty of the utmoft indifcretion, 
infomuch that they talked of the King’s murder as common news, and wrote of it 
in plain terms by the common poft; yet, among the great number of letters feized, 
no-one contained any part of fo complicated a confpiracy. Tho’ the informers 
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caution to keep any one of them, in order to fortify their evidence. But all thefe 
difficulties, and a thoufand more, were not found too hard of digeftion by the nation 
and Parliament. The profecution and farther difcovery of the plot were {till the 
object of general concern. The Commons voted, that, if the King fhould come 
to an untimely end, they would revenge his death upon the Papifts ; not reflecting 
that that fect were not his only enemies. They promifed rewards to new diflcover- 
ers; not confidering the danger, which they incurred, of granting bribes to 
perjury. They made Bedloe a prefent of soo pounds; and particularly recom- 
mended the care of his fafety to the duke of Monmouth. Colonel Sackville, a 
member, having, in a private company, {poke opprobrioufly of thofe who afirmed 
that there was any plot, was expelled the Houfe, The Peers gave power to 


their committees to fend for and examine fuch as would maintain the innocence of 


thofe condemned for the plot. A pamphlet having been publifhed to difcredic 
the informers, and to vindicate the catholic lords in the Tower, thefe lords were 
required to difcover the author, and thereby to expofe their own advocate to pro- 
fecution. And both Houfes concurred in renewing the former vote, that the Pa- 
pifts had undoubtedly entered into a-Forrid and treafonable confpiracy againft the 
King, the ftate, and the proteftant religion. 

Iv muft be owned, that this extreme violence, in profecution of fo abfurd an im- 
pofture, difgraces the noble caufe of liberty, in which the Parliament was engaged. 
We may even conclude, from fuch impatience of contradiction, that the profecutors 
themfelves retained a fecret fufpicion, that the general belief was but ill grounded. 
The politicians among them were afraid to let in light, left it might put an end to 
f> ufeful a delufion: The weaker and lefs difhoneft party took care, by turning 
their eyes afide, not to difcover a truth, fo oppofite to thofe furious paffions, by 
which they were actuated, and in which they were determined obftinately to per- 
fevere. 

Sin Witttam Tempte had been lately recalled from his foreign employments ; 
and the King, who, after the removal of Danby, had no-one with whom he could 
fo much as difcourfe with freedom of public affairs, was refolved, upon Coventry’s 
difmifion, to make him one of his fecretaries of ftate. But that philofophical pa- 
triot, too little interefted for the intrigues of a court, too full of fpleen and delicacy, 
for the noify turbulence of popular aflemblies, was alarmed at the univerfal difcon- 
tents and jealoufies, which prevailed, and was determined to make his retreat, as foon 
as poflible, from a fcene, which threatened fuch confufion, Meanwhile, he could 
not refufe the confidence with which his mafter honoured him ; andhe refolved to 
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employ it to the public fervice. 


np | e reprefented to the King, that, as the jealoufies 
Of the nation were extreme 


iary to cure them by fome new remedy, and 
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to rettoré that confidence, fo requifite for the fafety both of King and people: That 
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ithe King would mtrecuce into his councils fach men,as enjoyed the confidence 
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of his people, fewer. conceffions would prooabdiy be required ; or, if exorbitant de- 
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mands were made, the King, under the fanGtion of fuch counfellors, mieht be 
oe eee re F re eee akin Fee y / m = 7 
enabied, wita the greater iatety, to refufe them: And that the heads of the popu- 
lar party, being gratified: with the King’s favour, would probably abate of that 
4 > at. % x hice! eb, ; 2 241 “2 ¥ bs 
violence, by which they endeavoured at preient to pay court to the multitude. 
< i sae Py @T-v, n{tpy +a 7 i kent ~ S 4 is - 
ln King affented to all thefe reafons; and, in concert with I emple, he laid the 
plan of a new privy-council, without whofe advice he declared himfelf determined 
for the future to take no meafures of importance. This council was to confit of 
thirty perfons, and was never to exceed that humber. Fifteen of the chief officers 
hs 
4 2 is tKyT De 7 4 T4y : Cc fe 7 
- the ci bat rep to be continued, who, it was fuppofed, would adhere to «the 
Ing, anc, in cafe of any extremity, oppofe the exorbitancies of fa@ion. The 
other part of the council was to be compofed, either of men of character, detached 
from the court, or of thofe who poffefled chief credit in both Houfes. And the 
King, in filling up the names of his new council, was glad to find, that the mem- 
‘ie in land and offices, poffeffed to the amount of 300,000 pounds a year; a 
um nearly equal to the whole property of the Houfe of Commons, againft whofe 
violence the new council was intended as a barrier to the throne *. 
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Tits experiment was tried, and feemed at firft to give fome fatisfation to the 
1 1; ne - a {Th a agp : 
public. ~ The earl of, Effex, a nobleman of the popwiar party, fon to lord Capel 
ate ; ; < r 2 Te ’ " - ; 
who was beheaded a little after the late Kine, was made treafurer in place of Dan- 
by. The earl of Sunderland, a man of intrigue and great capacity, was made {e- 
cretary of tate: The vilcount Halifax, a fine genius, poffefled of learning, elo- 
quence, induftry, but fubject to inquietude, and fond of refinements, was admitted 
into the council.” Thefe three, together with Temple, who often joined them, 
> a oS = ‘ - 
tho’ he kept himfelf more detached from public bufinefs, formed a kind of ca- 


binet 


. fiz 
ag 1 i 
; (Re dy Hiult aes, 
$0 Ue 
] \ i Sey te 
ry ty t ah Sha 
| fone a 
1} Mali 
My j 
1 
Bit 
Wy " i 
i | 
att } 
UE BT | i 
hiite | 
GH Aa Yea Pkt 
iit : : 
ih bi) ie 
4 
; HH >| "W 
tu 
n 
“} Hite 
if 
ee Shit 
nity Ht eat} 
(iM | 
Ht) Hh bust 
, } Chat 
ia SH 
: 7 th { 
eo He ih 
iW Heat TA 
4] qa tite 
Hie Hi 
’ me 
| wi 
: De } 
' i Hi 
Wh | Wa Lf 
} | } ‘| 
H } 
At ty iM) 
{ i 
sd ih 
Hy ] 
i } il) 
iri \ i" ; 
1 1 } 
ana Wi ie 
i Wa Rbl 
} ; 4 
i" : ‘ ’ 
y ec a t 
o : i] 
my aia) mea | 
ni ui | { ' 
' Hh | . 
| a) tT 
fat 
1) Wid 
' 
ay it 
} | 
F } 
Hf} Wy 
7 f 
we 
taf 
t foe 
ae ae 
Lab i 
ui vial 
1 a ew tie 
Hi i i) 
} i" ] +} 
} : ae 
' + 
ay ; } - 
7% 
Gd) A | : 
i if a 
EN a ‘ mye 7) 
EH A Wea 
\ | ! 
HT | 
a] wihd ’ 
hy | 
} ih 
j 
Hi ie 
i ay 
oh) i 
iy ait at 
Dai} ‘dies 
War ea Me |: 
Uhh bine 
i ‘ 
pure 35)" 
' : ‘ int} 
vi! 1.) 
: Moin 
| | 
i ; hem 
‘ 7 W “ 
T | it 
SSE eae be 
‘j ES Ss 
, ie Pte) { 
OB) ae hy 
} Lie Wibaent 
i | ew " 
} “ ; 
H ree’ f : 
1h, } 
ii ] : y} . 
1) i 
‘hee | } 
ry 
} "ia 
; i 
\ “i! - 
i Haw 
1) TH 
' } } a 
i] BY a! 
{ ibe tA 
| hi } 
7 ; i att 
ee baa ie ob 
4 " 4 + i. 
aa. Wi itar>) 
7 a ; 
b an 
wa 4 } 
i i } 
ee ii 
bik 
: 
ia 3 ¢ 
. ' he 
Ve 
! AL 
| f 
: it 
1 1 ee yi? 
1 alt rn * 
q nay 
via’ binds iin 
aa. it) 
‘ 4 i ‘, 
i 5 is 
1] 4:44) age ft 
Ie eae 
1) ise BOs 
1 dl! elise eee 
of Sari fy 
Sane sim isc 
1 , “ Paks 44) 
tt ta ] en 
ated ek) TS | a 
1} | P it 
ia 
eh : 
ah ie 
‘ } 
Pe : wl 
] } 
ie | 
| : 
ib ea 
inte : 
f $\) 
it i as 2 
hin? GR eee Pe 
1) Sees 
4 4 : : 
Bipet ts fis 
M eH 4 
te 4 + 
t H sie Se 
Mi ; 
i] ; ‘at th 
) CR 
4 + 
: ’ “! te ee 
, ‘ : a bee 
; Ni} Ta 
if oped 
ae ; 
; hy | aoe 
; i | : 
ae A Pie ee 
BH t ; 18 7 
iis } ig - 
a. rT a 
we ‘] E 4 : 
\ ite " 
( y 7? HS Bey 7 
, vat 
\ ‘ey } 
H a Abs that 
: ane : 
i » vy hase 
‘ ' ; 
; 
4, ’ 


Wel 


ans oe cae 


_* Their names were: Prince Rupert, the archbifhop of Canterbury, Jord Finch chancellor, earl of 
Shaftefbury prefident, earl of Anglefea, privy feal, duke of Albemarle, duke of Monmouth, dake of 
Newealtle, duke of Lauderdale, duké of Ormond, marquefs of Winchefer, marqueis of Worcefter; - 
€arl of Arlington, earl of Salifbury, earl of Bridgwater, earl of Sunderland, earl of Effex, earl of Bistiy 
vilcount Falconberg, viicount Fialifax,» bifhop of London, Jord Robarts, lord Hollis, lord Roffel, tad 
pee cs Faventyy,. mie Sipe Pore eee, Jaitice, Sir Hew Capel, Sir John Erneley, 

| ely, Sir William Temple, Edward Seymour, Henry Powle. 
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binet council, from which allaffairs received their firft digeftion. Shaftefbury was 


ade canine of the couneal ; contrary to thie advice of Temple, who foretold 
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the confequence of admitting. a man of fo dangerous a character into any part of 


, L,] mon in iftraty a) 
i M4 ie CASE EAP ALAAAL A UE . 
. a yew a Oe 5 } C Lea feafKkiuie ‘at ] 1 Pe eB y 
As Temple forefaw, it happened. -Shaftefbury, finding, that he poficfied no 
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Bestpzs, the antipathy to popery, as well. as jealoufy of the King and Duke, 
had taken too faft poffeflion of men’s minds, to be removed by fo | Fable a reme- 
dy,. as this: néw council,. projected, by Temple. - The misiiaibenate’ foon af 
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declaration of that council, proceeded fo far as to vote unanimoutly, hat the 
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‘© Duke of York’s being a papift, and the hopes of -his somang to the crown, had 
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‘* papifts again{t the King and the proteitant religion. It was expected, that 
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a b | for excluding him the throne would foon be brought in.. To prevent 
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this bold meafure, the King concerted fome. limitations, which he. propofed: to 


the Parliament., He introduced his plan by the following gracious expreffions : 
«¢ And to fhew you, that, while you are doing your parts, my thoughts have not 


‘¢ been mifemployed, but that it is my conftant care to do every thing, that may 


* 
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‘© preferve your religion, and fecure it for the future in all events, I have com- 
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an evidence, that, in all things, which concern the public fecurity, | fhall 
“ not follow your zeal, but lead it. 
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THE limitations projected were of the utmoft importance, and deprived the fuc- 


ceflor of the chief branches of ro xyalty. .A method was propofed,. by which the< 
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nation, on every new reign, could be enfured of having a Parliament, whichthe ~~ 


King fhould not, for a certain time, have it in his power to diffolve. In cafe of 
a popith fucceflor, the prince was to forfeit the right of conferring any ecclefiafti- 
cal preferments: No member of the privy.council; no judge of the common law 
or in chancery, was to be put in or difplaced but * confent of Parliament: And 
the fame precaution was extended to the military part of the government; to the 
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lord lieutenant and deputy lieutenant of the counties, and to all officers of the navy, 
The chancellor, of himfelf added, “ It is hard to invent another reftraint; con- 
“€ fidering how much the revenue will depend upon the confent of Parliament, 
“* and how impoffible it is to raife money without fuch confent. But yet, if any 
“* thing elfe can occur to the wifdom of the Parliament, which may farther {e- 
** Cure religion and liberty againft a popith fucceffor, without defeating the right 
** of fucceffion itfelf, his majefty will readily confent to it.” 

ir is remarkable, that, when thefe limitations were firft laid before the council, 
Shaftefbury and Temple were the only members, who argued again(t them. 
The reafons, which they employed, were diametrically oppofite. Shaftefbury’s 
Opinion was, that the reftraints were infufficient: and that nothing but the total 
exclufion of the duke could give a proper fecurity to the kingdom. Temple on 
the other hand thought, that the reftraints were fo rigorous as even to fubvert the 
conftitution ; and that fhackles, put upon a popith fucceffor, would not afterwards 
be eafily caft off by a proteftant. It is certain, that the Duke was extremely alarmed 
when he heard of this ftep taken by the King, and that he was better pleafed even 
with the bill of exclufion itfelf, which, he thought, by reafon of its violence and 
injuftice, could never poftibly take place. There is alfo reafon to believe, that 
the King would not have sone fo far, had he not expected, from the extreme fury 
of the Commons, that his conceffions would be rejected, and that the blame of 
not forming a reafonable accommodation. would by that means lie entirely at their 
door. | 

Ir foon appeared, that Charles had entertained a juft opinion of the difpofition 
of the Houfe. So much were the Commons a@uated by the cabals of Shaftefbury 
and other malecontents; fuch violent antipathy prevailed againft popery, that the 
King’s conceffions, tho’ much more important than could reafonably have been ex- | 
pected, were not embraced. A bill was brought in for the total exclufion of the 
Duke from the crown of England and Ireland. It was declared that the fove- 
reignty of thefe kingdoms, upon the King’s death or refignation, fhould devolve 
to the perfon next in fucceffion after the Duke ; that all aéts of royalty, which that 
Prince should afterwards perform, fhould not only be void, but be deemed trea- 
fon; and that even if he entered any of thefe dominions, he fhould be deemed 
guilty of the fame offences and that all who fupported his title, fhould be punifhed 
as rebels and traitors. This important bill, which implied banifhment as well 
as exclufion, pafled the lower Houfe by a majority of feventy-nine, 

Tue Commons were not fo wholly employed about the exclufion-bjl] as to. 
overlook all other fecurities to liberty. The country party, during all the laft 
Parliament, had exclaimed much again{t the bribery and corru ption of the members : 


and 
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and the fame reproach had been renewed againft the prefent Parliament. Anen- Chap. V. 
quiry was made into a complaint, which was fo dang¢rous to the honour of that 


wer 


affembly ; but very little foundation was found for it. Sir Stephen Fox, who was 
the paymafter, confeffed to the Houfe, that nine members received penfions to 
the amount of three thoufand four hundred pounds: And after a very rigorous 
enquiry by a fecret committee, eight more penfioners were difcovered. A fum alfo, 
about twelve thoufand pounds, had been occafionally given or lent to others. The 
writers of that age pretend, that Clifford and Danby had adopted very oppofite 
maxims with regard to pecuniary influence, The former endeavoured to gain 
the leaders and orators of the Houfe, and deemed the others of no confequence, 
The latter thought it fufficient to gain a majority, however compofed. It is 
likely, that the means, rather than the intentions, were wanting to both thefe 
minifters, 

Pensions and bribes, tho’ it be difficult entirely to exclude them, are danger- 
ous expedients for government; and cannot be too carefully guarded againft, nor 
too vehemently decried, by every one who has a regard to the virtue and liberty 
of a nation. ‘The influence, however, which the Crown acquires from the dif- 
pofal of places, honours, and preferments, is to be efteemed of a different nature. 
This engine of power may become too forcible, but it cannot altogether be abolifhed, 
without the total deftruétion of monarchy, and even of all regular authority. But 
she Commons at this time were fo jealous of the Crown, that they brought ina 
bill, which was twice red, excluding from the lower Houfe all who pofieifed any 
lucrative offices. 

Tue ftanding army and the King’s guards were by the Commons voted to be 
illezal: A new pretenfion, it mutt be confefied ; but very neceflary for the full 
fecurity of liberty and a limited conftitution. 

ArsitRary imprifonment is a grievance, which, in fome degree, has place fabes cor- 
almoft in every government, except in that of Britain ; and our abfolute fecurity *” “Ri 
f-om it we owe chiefly to the prefent Parliament; a merit, which makes great 
atonement for the faction and violence, into which their prejudices had, in other 
particulars, betrayed them. The great charter laid the foundation of this va- 
luable part of liberty ; the petition of right, renewed: and extended it; but 
many provifions were ftill wanting, to render it complete, and prevent all evafion 
or delay from minifters and judges. - The act of habeas corpus, paffed this feffion, 
ferved thefe ufeful purpofes. By this act, it was prohibited to fend any one to 
prifons beyond fea. No judge, under fevere penalties, muft refufe to any prifoner 
a writ of habeas corpus, by which the gaoler was direéted to produce in court the 
body of the prifoner (whence the writ has its name) and to certify the caufe of 
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his detainer and imprifonment, If the gaol lay within twenty miles of the judge, 


the writ mutt be obeyed in three days; and fo proportionably for greater diftances - 
Every prifoner muft be indi&ed the firft term after his commitment, and brought 


to trial in the fubfequent term. And no man, after being enlarged by order of . 


Court, can be recominitted for the fame offence. This law js eflentially requifite 
for the protection of liberty in a mixed monarchy ; and as it has not place in any 
Other form of government, this confideration alone may induce us to prefer our 
prefent conftitution to all others, Tt muft, however, be confefled, that there is 
fome difficulty to reconcile with fuch extreme liberty the regular police of a tate, 
efpecially that of great cities, | 

Durine thefe zealous efforts for the protection of liberty, no complaifance for 
the Crown was difcovered by this Parliament. - The King’s revenue’ lay under 
great debts and anticipations : Thofe branches, granted in the years 1669 and 
1670, were ready to expire: And the fieet was reprefented by the King to be in 
great decay and diforder. But the Commons, inftead of being affected by thefe 


diftreffes of the Crown, trufted chiefly to them for palling the exclufion=bill, and. 


Fi 


for punifhing and difplacing all the minifters, who were difagreeable to them. 
They were therefore in-no hatte to relieve the King ; and grew only the more 
afluming on account of his complaints and uneafinefs, Jealous however of the 
army, they granted the fame fum of 206,000 pounds, which had been voted for dif- 


banding it by the laft Parliament ; tho’ the vote, by reafon of the fubfequent proro- 


gation and diffolution, joined to fome tcruples of the Lords, had not been Carried, 


into an act. - This money was appropriated by very itri& claufes; but the Com- 
mons infifted not as formerly upon its being paid into the chamber of London. 
Tue impeachment of ‘the five popifh lords in the Tower, with that of the 
earl of Danby, was carried on with great vigour. The power of that minifter 
and his credit with the King, made him extremely obnoxious to the popular 
leaders ; and the Commons hoped, that if he was pulhed to extremity, he would 
be obliged, in order to juttify his own condua, to lay open the whole ‘Intrigue 
of the French alliance, which they fufpected to contain a fecret of the moft dan- 
Scrous nature, The King on his fide, apprehenfive of the fame confequences, and 
defirous to protect his minifter, who was become criminal merely by obeying 
orders, employed his whole intereft to fupport the validity of that pardon, wh ch 


had been granted him. The Lords appointed a day. for the examination of 


this queftion, and agreed to hear council on both fides But the Commons 
would not fubmit their pretenfions to the difcuffion of argument and enquiry, 
They voted, that whoever fhould prefume, without their leave, to maintain be. 
fore the Houfe of Peers the validity of Danby’s pardon, fhould be accounted a 
betrayer of the liberties of the Englifh Commons, And they made a demand, 


that | 


* 


Geren. Jee. wearer. Bo Sha TT, 


that the bifhops, whom they Knew to be devoted to the court, fhould be removed; Chap. 


not only when the trial of the earl fhould come on, but alfo when the validity of 
his pardon fhould be difcuffed. 

Tue bifhops before the reformation had always enjoyed a feat in Parliament : 
But fo far were they antiently from regarding that dignity as a privilege, that they 
affected rather to form a feparate order in the ftate, quite independant of the civil 
magiftrate, and accountable only to the pope and to their own order. By the 
con{titutions, however, of Clarendon, enacted during the reign of Henry II. they 
were obliged to give their a in Parliament; but as the canon-law a 
them from affifting in the trials of life and death, they were allowed in fuch cafes the 
privilege of abfenting themfelves. A practice, which was at firft merely volun- 
tary, became afterwards a rule; and on the earl of Straf ford’s trial, the bifhops, 
vho would gladly .have attended, and who were no longer bound by the canon. Jaw, 
were yet obliged to withdraw. It had always been ufual for them to enter a pro- 
teftation of their right to fic; and this proteéftation, being confidered as a mere 
form, was always admitted and difregarded. But here was ftarted a new queftion 
of no fmall importance. The Commons, who were now enabled, by the violence 
of the people, and the neceffities of the crown, to make new acquifitions of powers 
and privileges, infifted, that the bifhops had no more title to vote in the queftion 
of the earl’s pardon than in the impeachment itfelf. The bifhops afferted, that 
the pardon was merely a preliminary, and that, neither by the canon-law nor the 
practice of Parliament, were they ever obliged, in capital caies, to remove, till the 
very commencement of the trial itfelf. If their abfence was confidered as a pri+ 
ileze, which was its real origin, it depended on their own choice, how far they 
would infift upon it. If regarded as a diminution of their right of peerage, fuch 
unfavourable cuftoms ought never to be extended beyond the very circumftance 
eftablifhed by them ; and all arguments, from a pretended parity of reafon, were in 
that cafe of little or no authority. 

Tue Houfe of Lore rds were fo much influenced by thefe reafons, that eo ad- 
mitted the bifhops’ right to vote, when the validity of the pardon fhould be exa- 
mined. The Cieiassas infifted ftill on their withdrawing ; and thus a quarrel be- 
ing commenced betwixt the two Houfes, the King, who expected nothing but 
frefh inftances of violence from this Parliament, began to entertain thoughes of 
laying hold of fo favourable a pretext, and of finifhing the feflion by a prorogation. 
While in this difpofition, he was alarmed with fidden intelligence, that the Houfe 
of Commons were preparing a remonftrance, in order to inflame the natton {till 


farther upon the-favourite topics of the plot and of popery. He haftened, there- 27th of 


fore, to execute his intention, even without confulting his new council, by whofe 
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Chap. V. advice he had promifed to regulate his whole conduét. And thus were difappointed 
1°79" all the projects of the malecontents, who were extremely enraged at this vigorous 
meafure of the King. Shaftefbury publicly threatened, that he would have the 
Prorogation head of whoever had advifed it. The Parliament was foon after diffolved with- 
prciigesre: out advice of council ; and a new Parliament ordered to. be chofen. . The King 
Parliament. was willing to try every means, which gave a profpect of more compliance to his 
roth of July. fubjects ; and in cafe of failure, the blame, he hoped, would lie on thofe whofe ob- 
{tinacy forced him to extremities. 


Bur even during the recefs of Parliament, there was no interruption to the pro- 
fecution of the Catholics accufed of the plot’ The King, contrary to his own judg- 
ment, found himfelf obliged to give way to this popular fury. Whitebread, pro- 
vincial of the jefuits, Fenwic, Gavan, Turner, and Harcourt, all of them of the fame 

Trial and exe--order, were firft brought to their trial, Befides Oates and Bedloe, Dugdale, a new 
Seu witnefs, appeared againft the prifoners. This man had been fteward to Jord Afton, 
_ and, tho’ poor, poffefled fomewhat a more reputable character than the other two : 
But his account of the intended maffacres and affaffinations was equally monftrous 
and incredible, He even afferted, that 200,000 Papifts in England were ready to 
take arms. ‘The prifoners proved by fixteen witneflés from St. Omer’s, ftudents 
and moft of them young men of family, that Oates was in that feminary, at the 

time when he {wore that he was in London: But as they were Catholics and dif- 
ciples of the jefuits, their teftimony, both with the judges and the jury, was totally 
difregarded. Even the:reception, which they met with in court, was full of out. 
rage and mockery. One of them faying, that Oates always continued at St. Omer’s, 

if he could believe his fenfes : ** You Papifts,” faid the Chief juftice, “ are taught: 
“not to believe, your fenfes.” It muft be confefled, that Oates, in oppofition to 

the fludents of St. Omer’s, found means to bring evidence of his having been at. 
that time in London: But this evidence, tho’ it had, at the time, the appearance 

of fome folidity; was afterwards difcovered, when Oates himfelf was tried for per- 
jury, to be altogether deceitful. In order-farther to difcredit that witnels, the jefuits. 
proved by undoubted teftimony, that he had perjured himfelf in father Ireland’s 
trial, whom they fhowed to have been in. Staffordfhire-at the very time when Oates 
{wore, that he was committing treafon in London. But all thefe pleas availed 
them nothing againft the general prejudices, ‘They received fentence of death 3. 
and were executed, perfifting to their laft breath in the moft folemn, earneft, and. 

deliberate, tho’ difregarded proteftations of their innocence; 


And of Lang- 


Yne next trial was that of Langhorne, aneminent lawyer, by whom all the con- - 
horne, 


cerns of the jefuits were managed. Thro’ his-hands, Oates and Bedloe {fwore,. 
all the papal commiffions pafled; by which.the chief offices in England were fup- 


plied: 
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plied with Catholics. When verdict was given againft the prifoner, the audience Chap. V: 
exprefied their favage joy by loud SLenaMoOR: So high indeed had the popular 16793 
race mounted, that the witneffes for this repent man, in approaching the court, 
were almoft torne in pieces by the rabble: One in particular was bruifed to fuch a 
degree, as to put his life in danger. And another, a woman, declared, that, un- 
lefs the court could afford her protection, fhe durft not give evidence: But as the 
judges could go no farther than promife to punith fuch as fhould injure her, the 
prifoner hi nfelf had the humanity to wave her teftimony. 





So far the informers had senegee: with fuccefs : Their accufation was hitherto 


equivalent to a fentence of death. The firft check, which they received, was on Wakeman 

. acg | uitte 
the trial of Sir George Wakeman, the Queen’s phyfician, whom tl ley accuf fed of an , g¢h of | luly: 
intention to poifonthe King. It wasa 1 trong circumf{tance in favour of Wakeman, 


that Oates, in his firft information before the council, had accufed him only upon 
hearfay ; and when afked by the chancellor, whether he had any thing farther to 
charge him with, he added; ‘* God forbid I fhould fay any thing againft Sir 
«© George: For I know nothing more againft him.” On the trial he gave pofi- 
tive evidence of the prifoner’s guilt. There were many other circumftances which 
favoured Wakeman: But what chiefly contributed to his acquittal, was the con- 
nexion of his caufe with that of the Queen, whom no-one, even during the higheft 
prejudices of the times, could fincerely believe guilty. The great importance of 
the trial made men recollect themfelves, and recall that good fenfe and humanity, 
which feemed during fome time to have deferted the nation. The chief juftice 
himfelf, who had hitherto favoured the witnefles, exaggerated the plot, and railed 
againft the prifoners, was obferved to be confiderably mollified, and to give a fa- 
vourable charge tothe jury. Oates and Bedloe had the affurance to attack himto 
his face, and even to accufe him of partiality before the council, _The whole party 
who had formerly much extolled his conduét, made him the great object of their 
refentment. Wakeman’s acquittal was indeed a fenfible mortification to the furi- 
ous profecutors of the plot, and fixed an indelible ftain upon the witneffes. Bue 
Wakeman, after he recovered his liberty, finding himfelf expofed to fuch invete- 
rate enmity, and being threatened with farther profecutions, thought it prudent to 
retire beyond fea : And his flight was interpreted as a proof of guilt, by thofe who 
were ftill refolved to perfift in the belief of the confpiracy. 

Tue great difcontents in England, and the refractory difpofition of the Parlia- state of aftniys 
merit excited the hopes of the Scotch covenanters, and gave them fome profpect of in Scotland. 
an end to thofe grievous oppreflions, under which they had fo long laboured. It 
was fufpected to have been the policy of Lauderdale and his aicaces to pufh thefe 
unhappy men to extremity, and force them into rebellion, with a view of reaping 

Rr 2 profit 








Gey 


- 308 HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 


Chap. V. 


1679. 


3d of May. 


profit from the forfeitures and attainders, which would-enfue uponit. But the ca- 
venanters, aware of this policy, had hitherto forborne all ats of hoftility ; and that 
tyrannical minifter had failed of his purpofe. An incident at laft happened, which 
brought on an infurre¢ction in that country. . 


Tue covenanters were much enraged againft Sharpe, the primate, whom they 
confidered as an apoftate from their principles, and whom they experienced to be 
an unrelenting perfecutor of all thofe who diffented from the eftablithed worfhip. 
Fle had an officer under him, one Carmichael, no lefs zealous than himfelf again{t 
all conventicles, and who by his violent profecutions had rendered himfelf ex- 
tremely obnoxious to the fanatics. A company of thefe had way-laid him on the 
read near St. Andrews, with an intention, if not of killing him, at leaft of punith- 
ing him fo feverely as would afterwards render him more cautious in perfecuting 
the Non-conformifts*. While looking out for their prey, they were furprized 
at feeing the archbifhop’s coach pafs by; and they immediately interpreted this 
incident as a declaration of the fecret purpofe of providence again{t him. But when 
they obferved, that almoft all his fervants, by fome accident, were abfent,. they 
no longer doubted, that heaven had here delivered their capital enemy into their 
hands. - Without farther deliberation, they fell upon him ; dragged him from his 
coach; tore him from the arms of his daughter, who interpofed with cries and 
tears; and piercing him with redoubled wounds, left him dead on the {fpot,, and 
immediately difperfed themfelves. | | 


Tuts atrocious action ferved the miniftry as a pretext for a more violent perfe- 


cution againft the fanatics, to whom, without diftinétion, they laid the guilt of 


thofe furious affaffins. It is indeed certain, that the murder of Sharpe had excited 
an univerfal joy among the covenanters, and that their blind zeal had often led 
them, in their books and fermons, to praife and recommend the affafiination of 
their enemies, whom they confidered as the enemies of all true piety and godlinefs,. 
The ftories of Jael and Sifera, of Ehud and Eglon, refounded from every pulpit. 
The officers, quartered in the weft, received more ftri€ orders to find out and 
difperfe all conventicles; and for that reafon the covenanters, inftead of meeting 
in {mall bodies, were obliged to celebrate their worfhip in numerous affemblies, 
and to bring arms for their fecurity. At Rutherglen, a {mall borough near Glaf- 
gow, they openly fet forth a declaration againft prelacy, and in the market- place 
burned feveral acts of Parliament and acts of council, which had eftablithed pre- 
lacy, and prohibited all conventicles. For this infult on government, they pur- 
pofely chofe the 29th of May, the anniverfary of the reftoration ; and previoufly 
extinguifhed the bonfires, which had been kindled for that folemnity. 


CaPTaIin 
* Wodrow’s hiftory of the fufferings of the church of Scotland, vol, ii. p- 28, 
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Captain Graham, afterwards vifcount Dundee, an active and enterprizing offi- Chap. V. 
cer, attacked a great conventicle upon Loudon-hill, and was repulfed with the lofs Beit 
of thirty men. ‘The covenanters finding that they were unwarily involved in fuch 
deep guilt, were engaged to perfevere, and to feek from their valour and fortune 
alone for that indemnity, which the feverity of the government left them no hopes 
of ever being able otherwife to obtain. They pufhed on to Glafgow, and tho’ at 
firft repulfed, they afterwards made themfelves mafters of that town; difpoffeffed 
all the eftablifhed clergy; and iffued proclamations, where they declared, that 
they fought againft the King’s fupremacy, againft popery and prelacy, and againit 
a popifh fucceflor. 

However accidental this infurrection might appear, there is reafon to think, 
that fome great men in combination with the popular leaders in England, had {e- 
cretly inftigated the covenanters to proceed to fuch extremities *, and hoped for the 
fame effeéts as had forty years before enfued from the diforders in Scotland. The 
King alfo, apprehenfive of like confequences, immediately difpatched Mon- 
mouth with a fmall body of Englifh cavalry. He joined the Scotch guards, and 
fome regiments of militia, levied from the well-affeéted counties ; and with great 
celerity marched towards the weft in queft of the rebels. They had taken poft at Battle of 
Bothwel-bridge between Hamilton and Glafgow ; where there was no accels to eerictee 
them but over the bridge, which a fmall body was able to defend againft the 
King’s forces. They fhowed great judgment in the choice of their poft; but dif 
covered neither judgment nor valour in any other ftep of their conduct. No no- 
bility and few gentry had joined them: The minifters were in reality the com- 
manders; and the whole army never exceeded 8000 men.. Monmouth attacked 22d of June 
the bridge ; and the body of infurgents who defended it, maintained their poft, as 
long as their ammunition lafted. When they fent for more, they received or- 
ders to abandon their ground, and retire backwards. This imprudent meafure 
ruined the army of the covenanters. _Monmouth paffed the bridge without oppo- 
fition, and drew up in order, oppofite to the enemy. His cannon alone put 
them to rout. About 700 fell in the purfuit: For properly fpeaking there was 
no action. Twelve hundred were taken prifoners; and were treated by Mon- 
mouth with an humanity, which they had never experienced in their own coun- 
trymen. Such of them as would promife to live peaceably under the govern- 
ment were difmiffed. About three hundred, who were fo obftinate as to refufe 
this eafy condition, were fhipped for Barbadoes ; but unfortunately perifhed in the 
voyage. ‘Two of their clergy were hanged. Monmouth was of a generous dif- 
pofition; and befides, aimed at popularity in Scotland. The King intend- 
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* Algernon Sidney’s letters, p. 96, 
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Chap. V. ed to intruft the affairs of that kingdom into his hands. He had married a 

1°79: Scotch lady, heirefs to one of the moft confiderable families, and allied to all 
the chief nobility. And Lauderdale, as he was now declining in his parts, and 
was much decayed in his memory, began to lofe with the King that influence, 
which he had maintained during fo many years ; notwithftanding all the efforts 
of his numerous enemies both in Scotland and England, and notwithftanding the 
many violent and tyrannical actions, of which he had been guilty. Even at 
prefent, he retained fo much influence as to poifon all the good intentions, 
which the King, either of himfelf er by. Monmouth’s fugeeftion, had formed 
with regard to Scotland. An act of indemnity was granted; but the minifter 
took care, that it fhould rather afford proteGtion to himfelf and his affociates, 
than to the unhappy covenanters. And tho’ orders were given ‘to connive 
thenceforwards at all conventicles, he found means, under a variety of pre- 
texts, to elude the execution. It muft be owned however to his praife, that 
he was the chief perfon, who by his council haftened the expeditious march > 
of the forces and the prompt orders to Monmouth; and thereby difappoint- 
ed all the expectations of the malecontents, who, reflecting on the difpofitions 
of mens minds in both kingdoms, had entertained great hopes from the progrefs 
of the Scotch infurrection. 
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3679. HE King, obfervine that the whole nation concurred at firft in the belief 
and profecution of the popifh plot, had found it abfolutely requifité for 

his own fafety to pretend, in all public foeeches and tranfactions, an entire belief 

and acquiefcence in that famous abfurdity, and by this artifice he had eluded the 

violent 
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violent and irrefiftible torrent of the people. When a little time aid recollec- Chap. VI. 
1O70. 


tion, as well as the execution of the pretended confpirators, had fomewhat mode- Stare OFT 
rated the general fury, he was now enabled to form a confiderable party, devoted paities. 
to the interefts of the crown, and determined to oppole the pretenfions of the 


malecontents. 


In all mixt governments, fuch as that of England, the bulk of the nation will 
always incline to preferve the entire frame of the conftitution:; but, according to 
the various prejudices, interefts, and difpofitions of men, fome will ever attach 
them{elves with more paffion to the regal, others to the popular part of the go- 
vernment. ‘Tho’ the King, after his reftoration, had endeavoured to abolifh the 
diftinction of parties, and had chofen his minifters from among all denominations ; 
no fooner had he loft his popularity, and expofed himfelf to general jealoufy, than 
he found it requifite to.court the old cavalier party, and to promife cpa full com- 
penfation for that neglect, of which they had hitherto complained. The prefent 
emergence made it {till more requifite for him to apply for their fupport; and ~ 
there were many circumftances, which determined them, at this time, to fly to the 
affiflance of the crown, and to the protection of the royal family. 


A parry ftrongly attached to monarchy will naturally be jealous of the right of 
fucceflion, by which alone, they believe, ftability to be preferved in the government, 
and a bases fixed to the encroachments of popular ailae: Giias, The projedt, open- 
ly embraced of excluding E 1€ Duke : sare 2eared to that party a dangerous innova- 
tion: And the defig Zn, fecret Y pro} ed, of advanc ing I Mon imouth, made them ap- 
prehenfive, left the inconveniencies of a oulputed fucceffion fhould be propagated ta: 
all_pofterity. While the jealous HANES. of liberty maintained, that a King, whofe 
title depended on the Parliament, would naturally be more regardful of the j interefts 
and humours of the people ; the paflionate admirers of monarchy confidered this 
dependance as a degradation of kingly government, and a great ftep towards the 
eftablifhment of a commonwealth in England. 


Burt tho’ the union of the political Royalifts.brou ight great acceffion of force to 
the crown, Charles derived no lefs fupport from the ciiifeseracr, which he had, at 
this time, the addrefs to form with the church of EF ngland. He reprefented to the 
church the great number of Prefbyterians and othe 


5 


fectaries, who had entered into 
the popular party 5. the encouragement and favour which they met with; the loud- 
nefs of their cries with regard to popery and arbitrary power. And he made the 
eftablifhed clergy and their adherents apprehend, that the old {cheme for the abo- 
lition of prelacy as well as monarchy was revived, and that the fame milferies and 
oppreffions threatened them, to which, during the civil wars and ufurpations, they 
had fo long been expofed, 
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Chap VI Tz memory alfo of thefe difmal_times united many indifferent and impartial 
1670. 


perfons to the Crown, and begot a dread, left the zeal for liberty fhould engraft 
itfelf on fanaticifm, and fhould once more kindle a civil war in the kingdom, 
Fiad net the King ftill retained the prerogative of diffolving the Parliament, there 
was indeed reafon to apprehend the renewal of all the pretenfions and violences, 
which had ufhered in the laft commotions. The one period appeared an exaét 
counterpart to the other: But ftill difcerning judges could perceive, both in the 
{pirit of the parties and genius of the Prince, a very material difference ; by means 
of which Charles was enabled at laft, tho’ with the imminent peril of liberty, to 
preferve the peace of the nation. | 
THE cry again{t popery was very loud; but it proceeded lefs from religious 
than from party zeal, in thofe who propagated, and even in thofe who adopted 
it, The fpirit of enthufiafm had occafioned fo much mifchief, and had been fo 
fuccefsfully exploded, that it was not poffible, by any artifice, again to revive and 
: fupport it. Cant had been ridiculed ; hypocrify detected ; the pretenfions to a 
more thorough reformation, and to more perfeé purity, had become fufpicious; and 
inftead of denominating themfelves the godly party, the appellation affected at the 
beginning of the civil wars, the prefent patriots were contented to call themf{elves 
the good and the honeft party *: A fure prognoftic, that their meafures were not to 
be fo furious, nor their pretenfions fo exorbitant. 

Tut King too, tho’ not endowed with the integrity and ftri@ principles of his 
father, was happy in a more amiable manner, and more popular addrefs. Far 
from being diftant, ftately, or referved, he had not a grain of pride or vanity in 
his whole compofition+ ; but was the moft affable, beft bred manalive. He 
treated his fubjects like noblemen, like gentlemen, like freemen ;. not like vaflals” 
or boors. His profefiions were plaufible, his whole behaviour engaging; fo that 
he won upon the hearts, even while he loft the good opinion of his fubje@ts, and 
often ballanced their judgment of things by their perfonal inclination t. In his pub- 
lic conduct likewife, tho’ he had fometimes embraced meafures dangerous to the 
liberty and religion of his people, he had never been found to perfevere obftinately 

_ in them, but had always returned into that path, which their united opinion feemed 
to point out tohim. And upon the whole, it feemed to many, cruel and even 
iniquitous, to remark too rigoroufly the failings of a prince, who difcovered fo 


much facility in correéting his errors, and fo much lenity in pardoning the offences 
committed againft himfelf. | 
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* Temple, vol. i. p. 335. 


+ Temple, vol. i. p. 449. 
} Differtation on Parties, letter vii. 
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Tue general affection, which was borne the King, appeared ficnally about this 
time. He fell ick at Windfor ; and-had two or three fits of a fever, fo violent 
as made his life be thought in danger, A general amazement feized all ranks of 
men, encreafed by the apprehenfions entertained of his fucceffor, In the prefent 
difpofition of men’s minds, the King’s death, to ufe an expreffion of Sir William 
Temple *, was regarded as the end of the world. The malecontents, it was 
feared, would proceed to extremities, and immediately kindle a civil war in the 
kingdom. Either their entire fuccefs, or entire failure, or even the ballance and 
conteft of parties, feemed all of them events equally fatal, The King’s chief 
counfellors, therefore, Effex, Halifax, and Sunderland, who ftood on very bad 


a ; . ; miniftry, 
terms with Shaftefbury and the popular party, advifed him to fend fecretly for the 


Duke, that, in cafe of any finifter accident, that Prince might be ready to aflert 
his right againft the Oppofition, which he was likely to meet with. . When the 
Duke arrived, he found his brother out of danger; and it was agreed to conceal 
the invitation, which he had received. His journey, however, was attended with 
very important confequences. He prevailed on the King to difgrace Monmouth, 
whofe projects were now known and avowed ; to deprive him of his command in 
the army ; and to fend him beyond fea. He himfelf returned to Bruffels ; but 
made a very fhort ftay in that place. He obtained leave to retire to Scotland, 
under pretext ftill of quieting the apprehenfions of the Englith nation ; but really 
with a purpofe of fecuring that kingdom in his interefts. 


Tuo’ Effex and Halifax had concurred in the refolution of inviting over 
the Duke, they foon found, that they had not obtained his confidence, and that 
even the King, while he made ufe of their fervice, had no fincere regard for their 
perfons. Effex in difguft refigned the Treafury : Halifax retired to his country- 
feat: Temple, defpairing of any accommodation among fuch enraged parties, 
withdrew almoft entirely to his books and his gardens, The King, who changed 
minifters as well as meafures with great indifference, beftowed at this time his 
chief confidence on Hyde, Sunderland, and Godolphin. Hyde fucceeded Effex in 
the treafury. 

Aut the King’s minifters, as well as himfelf, were extremely averfe to the meet- 
ing of the new Parliament, which they expected to find as refractory as any of the 
preceding. The eleétions had gone moftly in favour of the country party. The 
terrors of the plot had ftill a mighty influence over the populace ; and the appre- 
henfions of the Duke’s bigotted principles and arbitrary character, weighed with all 
men of fenfe and reflection. The King therefore refolved to prorogue the Parlia- 
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ment, that he might try, whether time would allay thofe humours, which, by 
every other expedient, he had in vain attempted to mollify. In this meafure he 
did not expe¢t the concurrence of his council.» He knew, that thofe popular 
leaders, whom he had admitted, would zealoufly oppofe a refolution, which dif- 
concerted all their fchemes; and that the royalifts would not dare to expofe them- 
felves to the vengeance of the Parliament, when it fhould be affembled, 
Thefe reafons obliged him to take this ftep entirely of himfelf; and he only de- 
clared his refolution in council. — It is remarkable, that, tho’ the King had made 
profeffion never to embrace any meafure without advice of his council, he had 
often broke that refolution, and had been neceflitated in affairs of the greateft 
confequence, to controul their opinion. Many of them in difguft threw up about 
this time; particularly lord Ruffel, the moft popular man in the nation, as well 
from the mildnefs and integrity of his manners, as from his zealous attachment 
to the religion and liberties of his country. Tho’ carried into fome extremes, his 
intentions were ever efteemed upright ; and being heir to the moft opulent for- 
tune in the kingdom, as well as void of ambition, men believed, that nothing 
but the laft neceffity would ever engage him to embrace any defperate meafures, 
Shaftefbury, who was, in moft particulars, of an oppofite character, was remov- 
ed by the King from the office of prefident of the council]; and the earl of Rad- 
nor, a man who poflefied whimfical talents and fplenetic virtues, was fubftituted 
in his place. 

Ir was the favour and countenance of the Parliament, which had chiefly encou- 
raged the rumour of plots ; but the nation had got fo much into that vein of cre- 
dulity, and every neceffitous villain was fo much incited by the fuccefs of Oates 
and Bedloe, that even during the vacation the people were not allowed to remain 
in tranquillity. There was one Dangerfield, a fellow who had been burned in 
the hand for crimes, tranfported, whipped, pilloried four times, fined for cheats, 
outlawed for felony, convicted of coining, and expofed to all the public infamy, 
which the laws could inflict on the bafeft and moft fhameful enormities. The cre- 
dulity of the people, and the humour of the times, enabled even this man to become 
a perfon of confequence. He was the author of a new incident, called the Meal-tub 
plot, from the place where fome papers, regarding it, were found. ‘The bottom 
of this affair it is difficult, and not very material, to difcover. It only appears, 
that Dangerfield, under pretext of betraying the confpiracies of the Prefbyterians, 
had been countenanced by fome Catholics of condition, and. had even been ad- 
mitted to the Duke’s préfence and the King’s. And that under pretext of revealing 
new popifh plots, he had obtained accefs to Shaftefbury and fome of the a 

leaders. 
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leaders. Which fide he intended to cheat, is uncertain ; or whether he did not Chap. VE. 
rather mean to cheat both: But he foon found, thatthe belief of the nation was *°7* 
much more open to a popifh than a prefbyterian plot; and he refolved to ftrike in 

with the prevailing humour. Tho’ no weight could be daid on his teftimony, great 

clamour was raifed; as if the Court, by way of retaliation, had intended to load the 
Prefbyterians with the guilt of a falfe confpiracy. Ic mutt be confeffed, that the 

prefent period, by the prevalence and fufpicion of fuch mean and ignoble arts on 

all fides, throws a great ftain on the Britifh annals. 

Owe of the moft innocent artifices, practifed by party-men at this time, was the 17th of No- 
additional ceremony, pomp, and expence, with which a pope-burning ‘was ee 
brated in London: This fpectacle ferved to entertain, and amufe, and enflame 
the populace. The duke of Monmouth likewife came over without leave, and 
made a triumphant proceffion thro’ many parts of the kingdom, extremely careffed 
and admired by the people. All thefe arts feemed requifite to fupport the general 
prejudices, during the long interval of Parliament. Great endeavours were alfo 
ufed to obtain the King’s confent for the meeting of that affembly. Seventeen 1680. 
peers prefented a petition to that purpofe. Many of the corporations imitated this 
example. Notwithftanding feveral marks of difpleafure, and even a menacing pro- 
clamation from the King, petitions came from all parts, earneftly infifting on a 
fefion of Parliament. The danger of popery, the terrors of the plot, were never 
forgot in any of thefe addrefles. 

TumMvULTvous petitioning was one of the chief artifices, by which the malecon- 
tents in the laft reign had attacked the Crown; And tho’ the manner of fubferibing 
and delivering petitions was now fomewhat limited by act of Parliament, the thing 
itfelf ftill remained; and was an admirable expedient for infefting the Court, 
for fpreading difcontent, and for uniting the nation in any popular clamour. As 
the King found no law, by which he could punifh thofe importunate, and, as he 
efteemed them, undutiful follicitations, he was obliged to encounter them by popular 
applications of a contrary tendency. Wherever the church and court party pre- 
vailed, addreffes were framed, containing expreffions of the higheft regard to his 
Majefly, the moft entire acquiefcence in his wifdom, the moft dutiful fubmiffion to 
his prerogative, and the deepeft abborrence of thofe, who endeavoured to encroach 
on it, by prefcribing to him at any time for affembling the Parliament. Tihus the 
nation came to be diftinguifhed into Petitioners and Abborrers. Factions indeed 
were at this time extremely animated againft each other. The very names, by 
which each party denominated its antagonift, difcover the virulence and rancour, 
which prevailed. For befides Petitioner and Abhorrer, appellations which were 
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foon forgot, this year is remarkable for being the epoch of the well-known epithets 
of WHIGand TORY, by which, and fometimes without any very material 
difference, this ifland has been fo long divided. The court party reproached their 
antagonifts with their affinity to the fanatical conventiclers in Scotland, who were 
known by the name of Whigs: The country party found a refemblance between 
the courtiers and the popifh banditti in Ireland, to whom the appellation of Tory 
was affixed. And after this manner, thefe foolith terms of reproach came into pub- 
lic and general ufe; and even at prefent feem not nearer their end than when they 

were firft invented, | | 


Tue King ufed every art to encourage his partizans, and to reconcile the people 
to his government, He perfevered in the great zeal which he affected againft 
popery. He even allowed feveral priefts to be put to death, for no other crime 
but their having received orders in the Romith church. It is fingular, that one 
of them, called Evans, was playing at tennis, when the warrant for his immediate 
execution was notified to him: He fwore, that he would play out his fet firft. 
Charles, with the fame view of acquiring popularity, formed an alliance with 
Spain ; and alfo offered an alliance to Holland: But the Dutch, terrified with 
the great power of France, and feeing little reffource in a country fo diftracted 
as England, declined acceptance. He had fent for the Duke from Scotland, 
but defired him to return, when the time of affembling the Parliament began to 
approach, 


Ir was of great confequence to the popular party, while the meeting of the Par- 
liament depended on the King’s will, to keep the law, whofe operations are perpe-. 
tual, entirely on their fide. The fheriffs of London by their office return the jue 
ries: It had been ufual for the mayor to nominate one fheriff by drinking to him; 
and the common-hall had ever without difpute confirmed the mayor’s choice. Sir 
Robert Clayton, the mayor, named one who was not very acceptable to the popu- 
lar party: The common-hall rejected him; and Bethel and Cornith, two inde- 
pendants, and republicans, and of confequence deeply engaged with the malecon- 
tents, were chofen by a majority of voices. In fpite of all remonftrances and Op- 
pofition, the citizens perfifted in their choices and the court party were obliged | 
for the prefent to acquiefce, 

Jurizs however were not fo partial in the city; but that reafon and juttice, 
even when the popifh’ plot was in queftion, could fometimes prevail. The earl 
of Caftlemaine, hufband to thé famous datchefs of Cleveland, was acquitted about 
this time; tho’ accufed by Oates and Dangerfield of an intention to affafi- 
hate the King, Sir Thomas Gafcoigne, a very aged gentleman in the north, 

being 
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being accufed by two fervants, whom he had difmified for difhonefty, received a. Chap. VI. 
like verdic. Thefe trials were great blows to the plot, which now began to ftag- wie 
ser in the judgment of moft men, except thofe who were devoted to the country 

party. But in order full to preferve alive the zeal again{t popery, the earl of 
Shaftefbury appeared in Weftminfter-hall, attended by the earl of Huntington, the 

lords Ruffel, Cavendifh, Grey, Brandon, Sir Henry Caverly, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, 

Sir William Cooper, and other perfons of diftinction, and prefented to the grand 

jury of Middlefex reafons for indicting the Duke of York as a popifh re difant. 

While the jury were deliberating on this extraordinary prefentment, the chief juf- 

tice fent for them up, and fuddenly, even fomewhat irregularly, difmiffed them, 
Shaftefbury however obtained the end, for which he had undertaken this bold mea- 

fure: He fhowed to all his followers the defperate refolution, which he had em- 
braced, never to admit of any accommodation or compofition with the Duke. By 

fuch daring condu& he affured them, that he was fully determined not to defert 

their caufe, and he engaged them toa like devoted perfeverance in all the meafures, 

which he fhould co to them. 


As the kingdom was regularly and openly divided into two zealous parties, it _ of O&o- 
Was not difficult for the King to know, that the majority of the new Houfe of Com- ° 
mons was engaged in intere{ts oppofite to the Court: But that he might leave ete 
expedient untried, which could compofe the unhappy differences among his fub- 
jects, he refolved at Jaft, after a very long interval, to aflemble the Parliament. In 
his fpeech, he told them, that the feveral prorogations, which he had made, had 
been very advantageous to his neighbours, and very ufeful to himfelf: That he had 
employed that time in perfecting with the Crown of Spain an alliance, which had 
been often defired by former Parliaments, and which, he doubted not, would be ex- 
tremely agreeable tothem: hat in order to give weight to this meafure, and render 
it beneficial to Chriftendom, it was requifite to avoid all domettic diffenfions, and to 
unite themfelves firmly in the fame views and purpofes: That he was determined, 
that nothing on his part fhould be wanting to fuch a falutary end; and provided the 
fucceffion be preferved in its due and legal courfe, he would concur in any new ex- 
pedients forthe fecurity of the proteftant religion: That the farther examination 
of the p opifh plot and the punifhment of the criminals, were requifite tor the fafety 
both of King and kingdom : Andafter recommending to them the necellity of pro- 
viding, by fome fupplies, for the fafety of Tangiers, he proceeded in thefe words : 
<¢ But that which I value above all the treafure in the world, and which I am fure 
<¢ will give us greater ftrength and reputation both at home and abroad than any 
“ treafure can do, is, a perfect union among ourfelves... Nothing but this can re- 
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‘* ftore the kingdom to that ftrength and vigour which it feems to have loft, and 


** raile us again to that confideration, which Eng'and hath ulually poffeffed. Alt 
‘s Europe have their eyes upon this affembly, and think their own happir 


| a4 


iefs and 
mifery, as well as ours, willdepend upon it. If we thould be fo unhappy. as to 


fall into mifunderftandings among ourfelves to that degree as would render our 
friendfhip unfafe to trutt to, it will not be wondered at, if our neighbours fhould 
‘¢ begin to take new refolutions, and perhaps fuch as may be fatal tous. Let us 
«* therefore take care, that we do not gratify our enemies, and difcourage our 
“« friends, by any unfeafonable difputes. If any fuch do happen, the world will 

fee, that 1¢ was no fault of mine: For I have done all that it was poffible for 
me to do, to keep you in peace, while I live, and to leave you fo, when I die. 
** But from fo great prudence and fo good affe&tion as yours, I can fear nothing 

of this kind; but do rely upon you all, that you will do your beft endeavours 
to bring this Parliament to a good and happy conclufion.” | 


Aux thefe mollifying expreffions had no influence with the Commons. Every 
{tep, which they took, betrayed that zeal, with which they were animated. They 
voted, that it was the undoubted right of the fubje& to petition the King for the 
calling and fitting of Parliament. Not contented with this decifion, which feems 
very juftifiable in a mixt Monarchy, they fell with the utmoft violence on all thofe 
abborrers, who, in their addrefies to the Crown, had exprefied their difapprobation 
of thofe petitions, They reflected not, that it was as lawful for one party of men, 
as for another, to exprefs their fentiments of public affairs, and that the beft efta- 
blifhed right, in particular circumftances, may be abufed, and even the exercife of 
it become an object of abhorrence. For this offence, they expelled Sir Thomas 
Withens. They appointed a committee for farther enquiry into fuch members as 
had been guilty of a like crime; and complaints were lodged againft lord Patton, 
Sir Robert Malverer, Sir Bryan Stapleton, Taylor and Turner. They addreffed the 
King againft Sir George Jefferies, recorder of London, for his activity in the fame 
caufe ; and they frightened him into a refignation of his office, in which he was 
fucceeded by Sir George Treby, a great leader of the popular party. They voted 
an impeachment againft North, chief juftice of the common pleas, for drawing the 
proclamation againft tumultuous petitions : But upon examination found the pro- 
clamation fo cautioufly worded, that it afforded them no handle againft him. A 
petition had been prefented to the King from Taunton. “* How dare you deliver 
“« me fuch a paper ?”’ faid the King to the perfon who prefented it. “ Sir,” replied 
he, “‘ my nameisDare.” For this faucy reply, ‘but under other pretexts, he had 
been tried, and fined, and committed to prifon, The Commons now addreffed 
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the King for his liberty and for the remittance of his fine. Some printers alfoand Chap. VI. 

authors of feditious libels, they took under their protection. ate 
Great numbers of the Abhorrers, from all parts of England, were feized by or- 

der of the Commons, asd committed to cuftody. The liberty of the fubject, 

which had been fo carefully guarded by the great charter, and by the late law of 

Habeas Corpus, was every day violated by their arbitrary and capricious decifions. 

The chief jealoufy, ’tis true, of the Englifh conflitution is naturally and juftly di- 

rected againft the Crown ; nor indeed have the Commons any other way of fecur- 

ing their privileges but by commitments, which, as they cannot beforehand be ex- 

actly determined by law, muft always appear in fome degree arbitrary. Senfible 

of thefe reafons, the people had hitherto, without murmuring, feen this difcretion- 

ary power exercifed by the Houle: But as it was now carried to extremes, and was 

abufed to ferve the purpofes of a faction, great complaints were heard from all 

quarters. At lait, the vigour and courage of one Stowel of Exeter, an Abhorrer, put 

an end to the praétice. He refufed to obey the ferjeant at arms, ftood upon his 

defence, and faid that he knew of no law, by which they pretended to commit him. 

The Houle, finding it equally dangerous to proceed or to recede, got off by an 

evafion: They inferted in their votes, that Stowel was indifpofed, and that a month’s 

time was allowed him for his recovery. 


Bur the chief violence of the Houfe of Commons appeared in all their tranfae- 


fame credulity as their predecefiors. They renewed the former vote, which af- 
firmed the reality of the horrid popifh plot ; and in order the more to terrify the 
people, they even afferted, that, notwith{tanding the difcovery, the plot ftill fub- 
fifted. They expelled Sir Robert Can and Sir Robert Yeomans, who had been 
complained of, for faying, that there was no popifh, but there was a prefbyterian 
plot. And they greatly lamented the death of Bedloe, whom they ca led a mate- 
rial witnefs, and on whofe teftimony they much depended. He had been feized with 
a fever at Briftol, had fent for chief juftice North, confirmed all his former evi- 
dence, except that with regard to the Duke and the Queen, and defired North to 
apply to the King for fome money to relieve him in his neceffities. A few days 
afterwards he died; and the whole party triumphed extremely in this incident: 
As if fuch a teftimony could be efteemed the affirmation of a dying man, as if his 
confeffion of perjury in fome inftances could affure his veracity in the reft, and as 
if the perfeverance of one profligate could-outweigh the laft words of fo many 
men, guilty of no other crime but that of popery. 

Tue Commonseven endeavoured, by their countenance and protection, to purge 
off the extreme infamy, with which Dangerfield was loaded, and to reftore him to 
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a capacity of being a witnefs. The whole tribe of informers, they applauded and 
rewarded: Jennifon, Turbervill-, Dugdale, Smith, la Faria, appeared before them; 
and their teftimony, however frivolous or abfurd, met with a favourable reception : 
The King was applied to in their behalf for penfions and pardons: Their narratives 
were printed with that fanction, which arofe from: the approbation of the Houfe. 
Dr, Tongue was recommended for the firft confiderable church preferment, which 
fhould. become vacant. Confidering mens detérmined refolution to believe, in- 
ftead of admiring that a palpable falfhood thould be maintained by witneffes, it 
may juftly appear wonderful, that no better evidence was ever produced: againft 
the Catholics. 


Tue principal reafons, which ftill fupported the clamour of the popith plot, were 
the apprehenfions, fo juftly entertained by the people, of the Duke of York, and 
the refolution, embraced by their leaders, of excluding -him from the throne. 
Shaftefbury and many confiderable men of the party, had rendered themfelves to- 
tally irreconcileable with him, and could find their fafety no way but in his ruin. 
Monmouth’s friends hoped, that the exclufion of that Prince would make way for 
their patron. The refentment againft the Duke’s apoftacy, the love of liberty, | 
the zeal for religion, the attachment to faction ; all thefe motives incited the coun- 
try party. And above all, what fupported the -refolution of adhering to the ex- 
clufion, and rejecting all expedients offered, was the hope artificially encouraged, 
that the King would at laft be obliged to yield to their demand. His revenues 
were extremely burdened; and even if free, could fearce fufice for the neceflary 
charges of government, much lefs for that pleafure and expence, to which he was 
ftrongly inclined. Tho’ he had withdrawn his countenance from Monmouth, he 
was known fecretly to retain a great affection forhim. On nooccafion had he ever | 
been found to perfitt obftinately againtt difficulties and importunity. And. as his 
beloved miftrefs, the dutchefs of Portfmouth, had been engaced, either from lu- 
crative views, or the hopes of making the fucceffion fall on her own children, to 
unite herfelf with the popular party; this incident. was regarded as a favourable 
prognottic of their fuccefs, Sunderland, fecretary of ftate, who had linked his in- 
tereft with that of the dutchefs, had concurred in the fame meature. 


But befides friendfhip to his brother and a regard to the right of fucceffion, 
there were many ftrong reafons, which had determined Charles to perfevere in 
oppofing the exclufion. All the royalitts and the devotees to the church; that 
party by which alone Monarchy was fupported; regarded the right of fucceffion as 
inviolable ; and if abandoned by the King in fo capital: an article, it was to be 
feared, that they would, in their turn, defert his -caufe; and deliver him Over to 
the pretenfions and ufurpations. of the country party, ‘Ihe country party, or the 


Whigs, 
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Whigs, as they were called, if they did not ftill retain fome propenfity towards Ch: 
a republic, were at leaft affected with a violent jealoufy of regal power; andit ’ 
was equally to be dreaded, that, being enraged with oppofition, and animated 
with fuccefs, they would, if they prevailed in this pretenfion, be willing, as well as 
able, to reduce the prerogative within very narrow limits. All menaces there- 
fore, all promifes were in vain employed againft the King’s refolution : He ne- 
ver would be prevailed with to defert his friends, and put himfelf into the hands 

of his enemies. And having voluntarily made fuch important conceffions, and 
offered, over and over again, fuch ftrong limitations, he was pleafed to find them 
rejected by the obftinacy of the Commons; and hoped, that, after the {fvirit of 
oppolition had fpent itfelf in fruitlefs violence, the time would come, when he 
might fately appeal again{t his Parliament to his people. 

So much were the popular leaders determined to carry matters to extremity, 
that in lefs than a week after the commencement of the feffion, a motion was 
made for bringing in an exclufion-bill, and a committee appointed for that pur- 
pofe. This bill differed in nothing from the former, but in two articles, which 
fhowed {till an increafe of zeal‘in the Commons: The bill was to be red to 
the people twice a year in all the churches of the kingdom, and every one, who 
fhould fupport the Duke’s title, was rendered incapable of pardon but by a& 
of Parliament. 

Tue debates were carried on with great violence on both fides. The bill was 
defended by Sir William Jones, who had now refigned his office of attorney-ge- 
neral, by lord Ruffel, by Sir Francis Winnington, Sir Harry Capel, Sir William 
Pulteney, by colonel Titus, Treby, Hambden, Montague. It was oppofed by tcth of No- 
Sir Leoline Jenkins, fecretary of ftate, Sir John Erneley, chancellor of the — 
chequer, by Hyde, Seymour, Temple. The arguments, tranfmitted to us, may 
be reduced to the following topics. 

In every government, faid the exclufionifts, there is fomewhere an authority Arouments 
abfolute and fupreme ; nor can any determination, however unufual, which re- for andagaintt 
ceives the fanétion of the legiflature, ever afterwards admit of difpute or controul. © “~"""™ 
The liberty of any conftitution, fo far from diminifhing this abfolute power, feems 
rather to add force to1t, and to give it greater influence over the people... The 
more parts of the ftate concur in any legiflative decifion, and the more free their 
voice ; the lefs likelihood is there that any oppofition wil] be made to thofe mea- 
fures, which receive the final fanction of their authority. In England, the legif- 
lative power is lodged in King, Lords, and Commons, which comprehend every 
order of the community: And there is-no pretext for exempting any circumftance 
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of government, not even the fucceffion of the Crown, from fo full and decifive a 
jurifdiction. Even exprefs declarations have, in this particular, been made of par- 
liamentary authority : Inftances have occurred, where it has been exerted: And 
tho’ prudential reafons may juftly be alleged, why fuch innovations fhould never 
be attempted but on extraordinary occafions, the power and right are for ever - 
vefted in the community. But if any occafion can be deemed extraordinary, if 
any emergence can require unufual expedients, it is the prefent; when the heir to 
the Crown has renounced the religion of the ftate, and has zealoufly €mbraced a 
faith, totally hoftile and incompatible. A prince of that communion can never 
put traft in a people, fo prejudiced againft him: The people mutt be equally dif- 
fident of fuch a prince. Foreign aid deftructive alliances will feem to the one 
the only protection of his throne: Perpetual jealoufy, oppofition, faction, even 
infurrections will be employed by the other as the fole fecurities for their. liberty 
and religion. ‘’ho’ theological principles, when fet in oppofition to paffions,. 
have often {mall influence on mankind in general, flill,lefs on princes, yet when. 
they become fymbols of faction, and marks of party diftinctions, they concur with 
one of the ftrongeft paffions in the human frame, and are then capable of Carry- 
ing men to the greateft extremities. Notwithftanding the better judgment and: 
milder difpofition of the King; how much has the influence of the Duke already 
difturbed the tenor of government ? How often engaged the nation into meafures. 
totally deftructive of their foreign interefts and honour, of their domeftic. repofe 
and tranquillity ? ‘The more the abfurdity and incredibility of the popith plot: 
are infifted on, the flronger reafon it affords for the exclufion of the Duke; ince 
the univerfal belief of it difcovers the extreme antipathy of the nation to his re- 
ligion, and the utter impoffibility of ever bringing them to acquiefce peaceably. 
under the dominion of fuch a Sovereign. The prince, finding himfelf in fo pe- 
rilous a fituation, muit feek fecurity by defperate remedies, and by- totally fub- 
duing the privileges of a nation, who had betrayed fuch hoftile difpofitions-to- 
wards himfelf, and towards every thing which he deems the moft facred. It is 
in vain to propofe limitations and expedients, Whatever fhare of authority is 
left in the Duke’s hands, will be employed to the deftruction of the. nation ; 
and even the additional reftraints, by difcovering the public diffidence and aver- 
fion, will ferve him as incitements to put himfelf in a condition entirely abfo- 
lute and independant. And as the laws of England {till make refiftance trea- 
fon, and neither do nor can admit of any pofitive exceptions ; what folly to 
leave the kingdom in fo perilous and abfurd a fituation;, where the greateft vir- 
tue will be expofed to the moft fevere profcription, and where the Jaws can only 
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be faved by expedients, which thefe fame laws have declared the higheft crime 
and enormity ? 

THe court party reafoned in an oppofite manner. An authority, they thought, 
entirely abfolute and uncontroulable is a mere chimera, and is no where to be Fquag 
in any human infticutions. All government is founded on opinion and a fen{e of 
duty ; and wherever the fupreme magiftrate, by any law or pofitive prefcriptions 
fhocks an opinion regarded as fundamental, and eftablifhed with equal firmnefs as 
his own authority, he fubverts the principle, by which he himfelf is eftablifhed, 
and can no longer hope for obedience. In European monarchies, the right of 
fucceffion is juftly efteemed a fundamental ; ana even tho’ the whole legiflature be 
vetted in a fingle perfon, it would never be permitted him, by an edict, to difin- 
herit his lawful heir, and calla ftranger or more diftant relation fo the T hrone. 
Abufes in other parts of government are capable of redrefs, from nore difpat 
fionate enquiry or better information of, the Sovereign, and till then ought pati- 
ently to be endured : But violations of the right of fucceffion draw fuch terrible 
confequences after them as are not to be paralleled by any other grievance or 
inconvenience. Wainly is it pleaded, that England is a mixt Monarchy, and 
that a law, framed by King, Lords, and Commons, 1s enacted by the concur- 
rence of every part of the ftate: It is plain, that there remains a very powersul 
party, who may indeed be out voted, but who never will efteem a law, fubver- 
five of hereditary right, to be any way valid or obligatory. Limitations, fuch 
as are propofed by the King, give no fhock to the conftitution, which, in many 
particulars, is already limited; and they may be fo calculated as to ferve every 

urpofe, which is fought for by an exclufion. If the antient barriers agent re- 
yal authority have been able, during fo many ages, to remain unprrgpabie ; how 
much more, thofe additional ones, which, by depriving the Monarch of power, 
rend fo far to their own fecurity? The very fame jealouly too of religion, which 
has engaged the people to lay thefe reftraints upon the fucceflor, we leffen ex- 
tremely the number of his partizans, and make it utterly impracticable ya 
either by force or artifice, to break the fetters, impofed upon hin). ; The King’s 
age and vigorous flate of health promife him a long life : And can it be prudent 
to tear the whole ftate to pieces, in order to provice againft a contingency, 
which, it is very likely, may never happen? No human ichemes can fecure. the 
public in all poffible events ; and the bull of exclufion itfelf, however accurately 
framed, leaves room for very obvious and very natural fuppofitions, to ree 
pretends not to provide any remedy. Should the Duke have a fon, after ine 
King’s death ; muft that fon, without ue default of his own, forfeit his Se! 
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aro VI. Or muft the princefs of Orange defcend from the Throne, in order to give place 
Wn refe reafonings falfe, it ftill- remains to be 
confidered, that in public deliberations we feek not the expedient, which is bef - 
in itfelf, but the beft of fuch as are practicable.: The King willingly confents to 
limitations, and has already offered fome which are of. the utmoft. importance: 
But he is determined to endure any extremity rather than allow the right of fuc- 
ceffion to be invaded. Let us beware of that faGious violence, which: leads ys_ 
to demand more than will be granted ; left we lofe the advantage of thofe be- 
neficial conceflions, and leave the nation, on the King’s deceafe, at the mercy 
of a zealous Prince, irritated with the ill ulage, which, he imagines, he has al- 

ready met with. | | : 

In the Houfe of Commons, the reafoning of the exclufionifts appeared ‘the 
moft convincing; and the bill pafied by a great majority. It was in the Houfe 
of Peers that the King expected to oppofe it with fuccefs, The court party was 
there fo prevalent, ‘that it was carried only by a majority of two to pay fo much : 

15th of No. refpect to the bill as even to commit it. When it came to be debated, the con- 

vember. te{t was very violent. Shaftefbury, Sunderland, and Effex argued for it: Hla- 
lifax chiefly conducted the debate again{t it, and difplayed an extent of capacity 
and a force of e'oquence, which had never been furpafied in that affembly.. He 
was animated; as well by the greatnefs of the occafion, as by a rivalfhip to- his 
uncle Shaftefbury ; whom, during that day’s debate, he feemed, in the judgement 
of all, to have totally eclipfed. The King was prefent during the whole debate, 
which was prolonged till eleven at night. The bill was thrown out by a confi- 

Exclufion billderable majority. All the bifhops, except three, voted againft it. Befides the 

rejected. influence of the Court over them; the church of England, they imagined or 
pretended, was in much greater danger from. the prevalence of Prefbyterianifm 
than of Popery, which, tho’ favoured ‘by the Duke and even bythe King, was 
extremely repugnant to the genius of the nation. 

Tus Commons difcovered much ill humour upon this difappointment. They 
immediately voted an addrefs for the removal of Fialifax from the King’s councils 
and prefence for ever! Tho’ the pretended caufe was his advifing the late frequent 
prorogations of Parliament, thereal reafon was apparently his vigorous eppofition 
to the exclufion- bill. - When the King applied for money to enable him to defend 
Tangiers, which he declared his prefent revenues totally unable to fupport ; in- 
ftead of complying, they voted fuch an addrefs as was in reality a remonftrance, 
and one little lefs violent, than that famous remonftrance, which ufhered in the 
civil wars. ~ All the abufes of government, from the beginning almoft of the 

reign, 
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ian, are infifted ons the Dutch war, theralliance with France, the prorogationg Clap. VI. 
and diffolutions. of Parliament; ‘and: as all thefe’ meafures, as well as the peal 
damnable and beliifo plot, are afcribed to the machinations of the Papifts, it was 
plainly infinuated, that the King had, all along, Jain under the influence of that 
party, and was in reality the chief confpirator againft the religion’ and_ liberties 
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of his people. 

Tue Commons, tho’ they conducted the great bufinefs of the exclufion with 
extreme violence and even imprudence, had yet much reafon for that jealoufy, 
which gave rife to it: But their vehement profecution of the popifh plot, even 
after fo long.an interval, difcovers fuch a {pirit, either of credulity or injuftice, 
as admits of no. apology. . The impeachment of the Catholic Jords in the Tower 
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was revived; and as the vifcount Stafford, from his age, infirmities, and narrow 
capacity, was efteemed the leaft capable of defending himfelf, it was determined 
to make him the fir{t viétim, that his condemnation “might pave the way ate a 
fentence-againtt the reft. The chancellor, now created earl of Nottingham, was 3°t> of Se 
appointed lord high fteward for conducting this trial. tember. 
TuHerReE were three witnefies produced againft the prifoner; Oates, Dugdale, Pad 

and ‘Turberville. Oates fwore, that he faw Fenwic, the jefuit, deliver to Stafford a acs 
a commiffion figned by de Oliva, ceneral of the jefuits, conflituting him paymafter 
to the papal army, which was to be levied for the fubduing of England: For this 
ridiculous impofture full maintained its credit with the Commons. Dugdale gave 
eftimony, that the prifoner, at Tixal, a feat of lord Afton’s, had endeavoured to 
engage him in the defign of murdering the King ; andhad promifed him, befides 
the honour of being fainted by the church, a reward of 500 pounds for that fer- 
vice. “Turberville affirmed, that the prifoner, in his own houfe at Paris, had 

made him a like propofal. ‘Fo offer money for murdering a King, without lay- 

ing down any , Icheme, by which the affaffin may sila fome probability or 
pofiibility of efcape, is.fo incredible in-itfelf, and ma eafily be maintained b; 
any ae evid lence, that an accufation of that nature, not accompanied with 
circumftances, ought very little to be attended to by any court of judicature. But 
notwithRandisg the {mall hold, which the witnefles afforded, the prifoner was 
able, in many very material particulars, to difcredit their teftimony. It was fworn 

by Dugdale, that Stafford had affifted in.a great confult of the Catholics held at 

Tixal ; but Stafford proved t °y undoubted t:ftimony, that at the time affigned he 
was in Bath, and in that neighbourhood. Turberville had ferved a noviciate 

among the Dominicans ; ba having deferted the convent, he had inlifled as. a 

trooper in the French army ; and being difmiffed: that fervice, he now lived in 

London, 
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a a abandoned by all his relations, and expofed to great poverty: Stafford 
proved by the evidence of his gentieman and his page, that Turberville had ne- 
ver, either at Paris or at London, been feen in his company ; and it might juttly 
appear ftrange, that a perfon, who had fo important a fecret in his keeping; was 
fo long entirely neglected by him. 


Tue clamour and outrage of the populace, during the trial, were extreme: 
Great ability and eloquence were difplayed by the managers, Sir William Jones, 
Sir Francis Winnington, feryeant Maynard: Yet did the prifoner, under all thefe 
difadvantageous circumftances, make a better defence than was expeéted, either 
by his friends or his enemies: The unequal conteft, in which he was en gaced, 
was a plentiful fource of compaffion to every mind, feafoned with humanity. He 
reptefented, that, during a courfe of forty years, from the very commencement 


of the civil wars, he had, thro” many dangers, difficulties, and loffes, ftill maine 


tained his loyalty : And was it credible, that now in his old age, eafy ia his cirs 
cumftances, but difpirited by infirmities, he would belye the whole courte of his 
life, and engags, again{t his royal mafter, from whom he had ever received kind 
treatment, in the moft defperate and mot bloody of all confpiracies? He remark- 
ed the infamy of the witneflés; the contradiGtions and abfurdities of their tefti- 
mony the extreme indigence in which they had lived, tho’ engaged, as they pre- 
tended, in a confpiracy with Kings, Princes, and nobles; the credit and opulence, ~ 
to which they were at prefent raifed. With a fimplicity and tendernefs more 
perfuafive than the greateft oratory, he ftill made proteftations of his innocence, 
and could not forbear, every moment, expreffing the moft lively furprize and ins 
dignation at the audacious impudence of the witnefles. 


Tr-will juftly appear aftonifhing to us, as it did to Stafford himfelf, that ‘the 
Peers, after a folemn trial of fix days, fhould, by a majority of twenty-four 
voices, pronounce fentence againft him. He rectived however with refignation 
the fatal verdict. God's boly name be praifed, was the only exclamation, which he 
uttered. When the high fteward told him, that the Peers would intercede with 
the King for remitting the more cruel and ignominious parts of the fentence, 
hanging, and quartering ; he burft into tears: But he told the Lords, that he 
was moved to this weaknefg, by his fenfe of their goodnefs, not by any terror of 
that fate, which he was doomed to fuffer. 


Ir is remarkable, that after Charles, as is ufual in fuch cafes, had remitted 
to Stafford the hanging and quartering, the two fheriffs, Bethel and Cornith, in- 


dulging their own republican humour, and com plying with the prevalent fpirit 
of 
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ef their party, ever jealous of Monarchy, ftarted a doubt with regard to the pigs VI. 
King’s power of exercifing even this fimall degree of lenity. ‘* Since he cannot a3 tay 
«© pardon the whole,” faid they, “ how can he have power to remit part of the 
s¢ fentence ?” They propofed the doubt to both houfes: The Peers pronounced it 
faperfluous ; and even the Commons, apprehenfive left a queftion of this nature 
might make way for Stafford’s efcape, gave this fingular anfwer. ** This Houfe 
* js content, that the theriffs do execute William late vifcount Stafford by fever- 
*¢ ine his head from his body on/y.”” Nothing can be a ftronger proof of the fury 
of the times, than that lord Ruffel, notwithftanding the virtue and humanity of 
his character, feconded in the Houfe this barbarous fcruple of the fherifis. 

In the interval betwixt the fentence and execution, many efforts were made to 
fhake the refolution of the infirm and aged prifoner, and to bring him to fom 
confefion of that treafon, for which he was now condemned. It was even ru- 
moured, that he had confeffed; and the zealous partymen, who, no doubt, had 
fecretly, notwithftanding their credulity, entertained fome fcruple with regard to 
the popith confpiracy, exprefied great triumph on this occafion, But Stafford, 
when again called before: the Houfe of Peers, difcovered many fchemes, which 
had been Jaid by himfelf and others for procuring a toleration to the Catholics, 
at leat a mitigation of the penal laws, enacted againft them: Aad he protefted, 
that this ;was.the fole treafon, of which he had ‘ever been guilty. 

STAFFORD now prepared himfelf for death with that intrepidity, which became 
his birth and flation, and which was the natural refult of the innocence and inte- 
erity, which, dusing the courfe of a long life, he had. ever maintained: Fis 
wind feemed even ‘to colleét. new force.from the violence and oppreflion, under 
which he Jaboured. . When-going to execution, he called for a cloak to defend zoth of De 
him againtt the rigour of the feafon. .‘* Perhaps,” faid he, ** I may fhake with comber. 
“ cold; but, I truftin God, not for fear.’ On the feaffold; he continued, with 27d execu- 
reviterated ‘and earneft affeverations, to make proteftations of his innocence : All 
his fervour was exercifed on that point: When-he mentioned the witneffes, whofe 
perjuries had bereaved him of life, hisexpreffions were full of mildneis and of:cha- 
rity. He folemnly difavowed all thofe im moral principles, which over-zealous Pro- 
reftants had-afcribed without-diftinction to the church of Rome :. And he hoped, 
he faid. that the time was now approaching, when the prefent delufion would: be 
diffipated ; and when the force of truth; tho’ late, would engage the whole 
world to make reparation to his injured honotr. 

Tue populsce, who had exulted at Stafford’s trial and condemnation, were 
now inelted into tears, at the fight of thattender fortitude, which ihone forth in 
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each feature, and motion, and’accent of this aged noble.’ Their profound filence 
was only interrupted by fichs and groans : With difficulty they found fpeech to 
affent to. thofe proteftations of innocence, which he frequently repeated: “| We 
** believe you, my lord! God blefs you, my lord!’ Thefe expreffions with a 
faultering accent flowed from them: . The executioner himfelf was touched with 
fympathy. Twice he lifted up the ax, with an intent to {trike the fatal blow; 
and as often felt his refolution to fail’ him. A deep figh was heard to acconipany 


his lait-effort, which laid Stafford. for ever ‘at ‘reft. The whole fpectators fezmed 


to feel the blow. And when the-head was held up to them with the ufual cry, 


Ibis is the head of a traitor, no clamour of affént was uttered. Pity, remorfe, 


and aftonifhment had taken poffefiion of every heart, and difplayed itfelf in every 


countenance. 


Yurs is the Jaft blood which was thed on account of the popith plot: An 
incident, which, for the credit of the nation, it were: better to bury in eternal 
oolivion ; but which it is neceflary to perpetuate, as well to maintain the truth- 
of hiftory, as to warn, if poflible, their pofterity and all mankind ‘hever again to 
fall into fo fhameful and fo barbarous a delufion. 

THE execution of Stafford gratified the prejudices of the country party; but 
it contributed nothing to their power and fecurity : On the contrary, by exciting 
commileration, it tended ftill farther to encreafe that difbelief of the whole plots 
which began now to prevail. The Commons, therefore, not to lofe the prefent 
occafion, refolved to make both friends and enemies fenfible of their authority, 
They paffed a bill for eafing the Proteftant Diflenters, and for repealing the per- 
fecuting ftatute of the thirty-fifth of Elizabeth: This laudable bill was likewif 
carried thro’ the Hloufe of Peers. The chief juftice was very obnoxious for dif 
miffing the grand jury in an irregular manner, and thereby preventing that bold 
meafure of Shaftefbury and his friends, who had prefented the Duke as a Recu- 
fant. For this crime the Commons fent up an impeachment againft him ; -asalfo 
again{t Jones and Wefton, two of the judges, who, in fome fpeeches from the 
bench, had gone fo far as to give to many of the firlt Reformers the denominas 
tion of Fanatics. . PAD a 

Tue King, in rejecting the exelufion bill, had theltered himfelf fecurely behind 
the authority of the Houfe of Peers; and the Commons had -been deprived of the 
ufual pretext to attack the Sovereign himfelf, under colour of attacking his minif- 
ters and councellors. In profecution however of the {cheme, which he had form- 
ed, of throwing the blame on them in cafe of any rupture, he made them a-new 
fpeech. After warning them, that a neglect of this opportunity would never be 
retrieved, he added thefe words: «I did promife you the fulleft fatisfaGion, 

** which 
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‘© which your hearts could wifh, for the fecurity of the proteftant religion, and 
‘¢ concur with you in any remedies, which might confift with preferving the fuc- 
‘© ceffion of the Crown in its due and legal courfe of defcent. I do again, with 
‘¢ the fame refervations, renew the fame promifes to you : And being thus ready 
‘© on my part to do all that can reafonably be expected from me, I fhould be glad 


‘© to know from you, as foon as may be, how far I fhall be affifted by you, and 
‘© what it is your defire from me.” 


Tue molt reafonable objection againft the limitations, propofed by the King, 
is, that they introduced too confiderable an innovation in the government, and 
almoft totally annihilated the power of the Monarch. But confidering the prefent 
difpofition of the Commons and their leaders, we may fairly prefume, that this 
objection would have fmall weight with them, and that their difguft againft the 
Court would rather incline them to diminifh than fupport regal authority. 
They ftill hoped, from the King’s urgent neceffities, and his ufual facility, that 
he would throw himfelf wholly into their hands; and that thus, without waiting 
for the acceffion of the Duke, they might immediately render themfelves abfolute 
mafters of the government. The Commons, therefore, befides infifting flill on 
the exclufion, proceeded to bring in bills of a very important, and fome of them 
of a very alarming nature: One to renew the triennial act, which had been fo 
inadvertently repealed in the beginning of the reign: A fecond to make the office 
of judge during good behaviour: A third to declare the levying of money without 
confent of Parliament to be high treafon: A fourth to order an affociation for the 
fafety of bis Majefty’s perfon, for defence of the proteftant religion, for the prefer- 
vation of the proteftant fubjects againft all invafions and oppofition whatfoever, 
and for preventing the Duke of York or any Papift from fucceeding to the Crown, 
The memory of the covenant was too recent for men to overlook the confequen- 
ces of fuch an, affociation: And the King, who was particularly converfant in Da- 
vila, could not fail of recolle¢ting a memorable foreign inftance to fortify this do- 
meftic experience. 


Tue Commons alfo paffed many votes, which, tho’ they had not the authority 
Tt 


r 
of laws, ferved: however to difcover the temper and difpofition of the Houfe, 
They voted, that whoever had advifed his Majefty to refufe the exclufion bill, 
were promoters of popery and enemies to the King and kingdom. In another 
vote, they named the marquefs of Worcefter, the earls of Clarendon, Feverfham, 
and Halifax, Laurence Hyde, and Edward Seymour, as thofe dangerous enemies, 
and they requefted his Majefty to remove them from his perfon and councils for 
ever: They voted, that, till the exclufion bill was paffed, they could. not, con- 
fiftent with the truft repofed in them, grant the King any manner of fupply. And 
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left he fhould. be enabled, by any other expedient, to fupport the government, 
and preferve himfelf independant, they pafled another vote, where they declared, 
that whoever fhould hereafter lend, by way of advance, any money upon thofe 
branches of the King’s revenue, arifing from cuftoms, excife, or hearth money, 
fhould be judged a hinderer of the fitting of Parliament, and be refponfible for the 
fame in Parliament. 

Tue King might prefume, that the Peers, who had rejected the exclufion bill, 
would ftill continue todefend the Throne, and that none of the dangerous bills, intro. 
duced into the other Houfe, would ever be prefented for the royal affent and approba- 
tion. But as there remained no hopes of bringing the Commons to any compofure, 
and as their farther fitting ferved only to keep faction alive, and to perpetuate the 
general ferment of the nation, he came fecretly to a refolution of proroguing them, 
They got intelligence about a quarter of an hour before the black rod came to the 


Diffolution ofdoor, Not to lofe fuch precious time, they paffed in a very tumultuous manner 


the Parlia- 
ment. 


fome very extraordinary refolutions. They voted, that whofoever advifed his Ma- 
jefty to prorogue this Parliament to any other purpofe than in order to pafs the bill 
of exclufion, was a betrayer of the King, of the proteftant religion, and of the king- 
dom of England; a promoter of the French intereft, and a penfioner of France : © 
That thanks be given to the city of London for their manifett loyalty and for their 
care and vigilance in the prefervation of the King and of the proteftant religion; — 
That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that that city was burned in the year 1666 by 

the Papifts, defigning thereby to introduce arbitrary power and popery into the. 
kingdom: That humble application be made to his Majetty to reftore the duke of 
Monmouth to all his offices and commands, from which, it appears to the Houfe, 

he had been removed by the influence of the duke of York, And that it is the opi- 
nion of the Houfe, that the profecution of the Proteftant diffenters upon the penal 
laws is at this time grievous to the fubject, a weakening of the proteftant intereft, 

an encouragement of popery, and dangerous to the peace of the kingdom. 


Tue King paffed fome laws of no great importance: But the bill for repealing 
the thirty fifth of Elizabeth, he privately ordered the clerk of the Crown not to 
prefent to him. By this artifice, which was equally difobliging to the country 
party as if the bill had been rejected, and at the fame time implied fome meannefs 
and timidity in the King, that falutary a@ was for the prefent eluded. »The King 
had often of himfelf attempted, and fometimes by irregular means, to give indul- 
gence to Nonconformifts: But befides, that he had ulually expected-to compre- 
hend the Catholics in this liberty, the prefent refractory difpofition of the Sectaries 
had much inflamed him againft them, and he was ftil] refolved, if poffible, to keep 
them at mercy. gy 
THE 
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Tue laft votes of the Commons feemed to be an attempt of forming indirectly an 
affociation again{t the Crown, after they found, that their aflociation bil! could n 
pafs: The diflenting intereft, the city, and the duke of Monmouth, they endea- 
voured to connect with the country party. A civil war indeed never appeared {fo 
likely as at prefent ; and it was high time for the Cing to diffolve a Parliament, 
which feemed to have entertained fuch dangerous projects. “Soon after, he fum- 
moned another. Tho’ he obferved, that the country party had eftablifhed their in- 
tereft fo {trongly in all the eleting burroughs, that he could not hope for any difpo- 
fition more favourable in the new Parliament, this expedient was ftill a profecution 
of his former project, of trying every method, by which he might form an accom- 
modation with the Commons: And if all failed, he hoped, that he could the better 
juftify to his people, at leaft to his party, a final breach with them. 

Ir had always been much regreted by the Royalifts during the civil wars, that 
the Long Parliament had been affembled at Weltmintter, and had thereby received 
force and encouragement from the neighbourhood of a potent and factious city, 
which had zealoufly embraced their party. Tho’ the King was now poffeffed of 
guards, which, in fome meafure overawed the populace, he was determined {till 
farther to obviate all inconvenience, and he fummoned the new Parliament to meet 
at Oxford. The city of London fhowed how juft a judgment he had formed of 
their difpofition. . Befides re-electing the fame members, they voted thanks to 
them for their former behaviour, in endeavouring to difcover the depth of the horrid 
and eli/h popifh plot, and to exclude the Duke of York, the principal caufe of the 
ruin and mifery, impending over the nation. Monmouth with fifteen Peers pre- 
fented a petition againft affembling the Parliament at Oxford, “© where the two 
‘<¢ Foufes,” they faid, “* could not be in fafety ; but would be eafily expofed to the 
<< fwords of the Papifts and their adherents, of whom too many had crept into his 
«¢ Majefty’s guards.” Thefe infinuations, which ftruck fo evidently at the King 
himfelf, were not calculated to perfwade him, but to inflame the people. 

Tue Exclufionifts might have concluded, both from the King’s diffolution of the 
laft Parliament, and from his fummoning of the prefent to meet at Oxford, that he 
was determined to maintain his declared refolution of rejecting their favourite bill ; 
But they ftill flattered themfelves, that his urgent neceflities would influence his eafy 
temper, and finally gain them the afcendant. ‘The leaders came to Parliament, at- 
tended not only with their fervants, but with numerous bands of their followers and 
partizans. The four city members in particular were followed by great multitudes, 
wearing ribbons, in which were woven thefe words, No Popery! No Slavery! The 
King had his guards regularly muftered: His party likewife endeavoured to make 
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Chap. VI. a fhow of their ftrength: And on the whole, the aflembly at Oxford bore more the 
4 : . . . ’ 
ae appearance of a tumultuous Polifh diet, than of a regular Englifh Parliament. 


2iftofMarch. Ty King, who had hitherto employed the moft gracious expreffions to all his 
Parliaments, particularly the two laft, thought proper to addrefs himfelf to the pre- 
New Parlia- fentin a more authoritative manner. He complained of the unwarrantable pro- 
ey at OX ceedings of the former Houfe of Commons ; and faid, that, as he would never uf 
arbitrary government himfelf, neither would he ever fuffer it in others. By calling 
however this Parliament fo foon, he had fufficiently thown, that no paft irregulari- 
ties could in{fpire him with a prejudice againft thofe affemblies. .He now afforded 
them, he added, another opportunity of providing for the public fafety ; and to all 
the world had given one evidence more, that on his part he had not neglected the 

duty incumbent on him, 


Tue Commons were not over-awed with the magifterial air of the King’s fpeech, 
They confifted almoft entirely of the fame members; they chofe the fame fpeaker 5 
and they inftantly fell into the fame meafures, the impeachment of Danby, the re- 
peal of the perfecuting ftatute of Elizabeth, the enquiry into the popith plot, and 
the bill of exclufien. So violent were they on this laft article, that no expedient, 
however plaufible, could fo much as be hearkened to. Ernely, one of the King’s 
minifters, propofed, that the Duke fhould be banithed, during life, five hundred 
miles from England, and that on the King’s deceafe the next heir fhould be confti- 
tuted regent with regal.power: Yet even this expedient, which left the Duke only the 
bare title of King, could not, tho’ feconded by Sir Thomas Lyttleton and Sir Tho- 
mas Viompefion, obtain the attention of the Houfe. The paft difappointments of 
the country party, and the oppofition made by the court, had only rendered them 
more united, more haughty, and-more determined, No other method but their 
own, of excluding the Duke, could give them any fatisfaction, ue 


Fitz-harris’s THERE was one Fitz-harris, an Irith Catholic, who had infinuated himfelf into 
cafe. the dutchefs of Portfmouth’s acquaintance, and had been very bufy in conveying to 
her intélligence of any libel wrote by the country party, or of any defigns enter- 

tained againft her or againft the court. “For fervices of this kind, and perhaps too, 

from a regard to his father, Sir Edward Fitz-harris, who had been an eminent roy- 

alift, he had ieceived from the King a-prefent of 250 pounds, This man met with 

one Everard, a Scotchman, a fpy of the exclufionifts, and an informer of the popith 

plot; and he propofed to him to write a libel againft the King, the Duke, and the 

. whole adminiftration. What Fitz-harris’s-intentions were, cannot well be afcer- 

tained: It is probable, as he afterwards afferted, that he meant to carry this libel 

to his patron, the dutchefs, and. to.make.a merit of the difcovery. Everard, who 

3 fuf- 
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fulpected fome other defign, and who was pleafed on his fice to have the merit of a 
difcovery with, his patrons, refolved to betray his friend: He potted Sir William 
Waller, a noted juftice of peace, and two perfons more behind the hangings, and 
gave them an opportunity of feeing and hearing the whole tranfaction. §‘T’he libel, 
fketched out by Fitz-harris, and executed partly by him, partly by Everard, was 
the moft furious, indecent, and outragious imaginable; and fuch as was fitter to 
hurt than ferve any party, which fhould be fo imprudent as to adopt it. Waller 
carried the intelligence to the King, and obtained a-warrant for committing Fitz- 
harris, who happened, at that very time, to have a copy of the libel in his pocket. 
‘inding himfelf now delivered over to the law, he refolved to pay court to the po- 
pular party, who were alone able to protect him, and by whom he obferved almoft 
all trials to be governed and directed. He faid, that he had been employed by the 
court to write the libel, in order to throw the odium of it on the exclufionilts : But 
this account, which was within the. bounds of credibility, he difgraced by circum- 
ftances, which are altogether abfurd and improbable. The intention of the mini- 
fters, he faid, was to fend about copies to all the heads of the country party ; and 
the moment they received them, they were to be arrefted, and a confpiracy to be 
imputedtothem, That he might merit favour by ftill more important intelligence, 
he commenceda difcoverer of the great popifh plot; and he failed not to confirm 
all the tremendous-circumftances, infifted on by his predeceffors. He faid, that the 
fecond Dutch war was entered into with a view of extirpating the proteftant reli- 
sion, both abroad and at homme; that father Parry, a jefuit, on the difappointment 
by peace, told him, that the Catholics refolved to deftroy the King, and had even 
engaged the Queen in that defign ; that the envoy of Modena offered him 10,000 
pounds to kill the King, and upon his refufal the envoy faid, that the dutchefs of 
Mazarine, who was as expert at poifoning as her fifter, the countefs of Soiffons, 
would, with a little phial, execute that defign; that upon the King’s death the ar- 
my in Flanders were to come over, and maffacre the Proteftants ; that money was 
raifed in Italy for recruits and fupplies, and there fhould be no more Parliaments ; 
and that the Duke was privy to this whole plan, and had even entered into the cle- 
ficn of Godfrey’s murder, which was afterwards executed in the manner related by 

Prance. | 
Tue popular leaders had, all along, been very defirous of having an accufation 
again{t the Dukes; and tho’ Oates and Bedloe, in their firft intelligence, had not 
dared to go fo far, both Dugdale and Dangerfield had afterwards been encouraged 
to fupply fo material a defect, by comprehending him in the confpiracy. ‘ihe 
Commons, therefore, finding that. Fitz-harris. was alfo willing to ferve this pur- 
pofe, were not afhamed to adopt his evidence, and refolved for that ¢nd to fave 
him 
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Chap. VI. him from the deftruction, with which he was at prefent threatened. The King 
ro81. had removed him from the city prifon, where he was expofed to be tampered 
with by the exclufionifts; had fent him to the Tower ; and had ordered him to- 

be profecuted by an indi&tment atcommon law. In order to prevent his trial, and 
execution, an impeachment-.was voted by the Commons againtt bim, and fent up 

tothe Lords. ‘That they might fhow the greater contempt of the Court, they or- 
dered, by way of derifion, that the impeachment fhould be carried up by fecretar | 

Jenkins ; who was fo provoked by the intended affront, that he at firtt refufed obe- 

clience ; tho’ afterwards, being threatened with commitment, he was induced to com- 

ply. The Lords voted to remit the affair to the ordinary courts of judicature, 

before whom, as the attorney-general informed them, it was already determined to 

try Fitz-harris. The Commons maintained, that the Peers were obliged to receive 

every impeachment from the Commons; and this indeed feems to have been the 

firft inftance of their refufal : They therefore voted, that the Lords, in rejecting 

their impeachment, had denied juftice, and had violated the conftitution of Parlia- 

ments. They alfo declared, that whatever inferior court fhould proceed againtt 
Fitz-harris, or any one that lay under impeachment, would be guilty of a high 

breach of privilege. Great heats were likely to enfue; and as the King found no 
likelihood of any better temper in the Commons, he gladly laid hold of the Op- 
portunity, afforded by a quarrel betwixt the two Houfes, and he proceeded toa dif. 

Parliament. folution of the Parliament, The fecret was fo well kept, that the Commons had 
diflolved. _ no intimation of it, till the black rod came to their door, and fummoned them to 

attend the King at the Houfe of Peers, . | 


TH1s vigorous meafure, tho’ it might have been forefeen, excited fuch aftonifh- 
ment in the country party, as deprived them of all fpirit, and reduced them to ab- 
folute defpair. ‘They were fenfible, tho’ too late, that the King had finally taken 
his refolution, and was determined ‘to endure any extremity rather than fubmit to* 
thofe terms, which they had refolved to impofe upon him, They found, that he 
had patiently waited till affairs fhould’come to full maturity ; and having now en- 
gaged a national party on his fide, had boldly fet his enemies at defiance. No Par. 
liaments, they knew, would be fumihoned for fome years ; and during that long 
interval, the Court, tho’ perhaps at the head of an inferior party, yet being poffef-- —- 
fed of all authority, would have every advantage over a body, difperfed and difu- 
nited.  Thefe refleCtions crowded upon every one; and all the exclufionifts were 
terrified, left Charles fhould fecond the blow by fome a@ion more violent, and 
immediately take vengeance on them for their long and obftinate oppofition to his 
meatures, The King on his part wag no lefs apprehenfive, left defpair might en-, 
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gage. them. to have recourfe to force, and make fome fudden attempt upon his per- | Chap. VI. 
fon. Both parties therefore hurried ay ay from Oxfords and in an inftant, that si 
city, fo crowded and bufy, was left in its ufual emptinefs and tranquillity. 

Te court party gathered force from the difperfion and aftonifhment of their 
antagoniits, and adhered more firmly to the King, whofe refolutions, they now faw, Vidory of the 
could be entirely depended on. The violence of the exclufionifts was every where ®°valitts. 
exclaimed againft and exageerated ; and even the reality of the plot, that ereat 
engine of their authority, was openly called in queftion. The clergy efpecially 
were bufy in this great revolution; and being moved, partly by their own fears, 
partly by the infinuations of the Court, they reprefented all their antagonifts as 
Sectarics and Republicans, and rejoiced in efcaping all thofe perils, which they be- 
lieved to have been hanging over them, Principles, the moft oppofite to civil: li- 
berty, were every where inforced from the pulpit ; and adopted in numerous ad- 
dreffes; where the King was flattered in his prefent meafures, and congratulated 
on his efcape from Parliaments. Could words have been depended on, the nation 
appeared to be running faft into voluntary fervitude, and feemed even ambitious 
of refigning into the King’s hands all the privileges, tranfmitted to them, thro’ fo 
many ages, by their gallant anceftors. 
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But Charles had fagacity enough to diftinguifh between mens’ real internal fen- 
timents, and the language, which zeal and oppofition to a contrary faCtion may 
fometimes extort from them, Notwithftanding all thefe profeffions of duty and 
obedience, he was refolved, for a long time, not to truft the people with a new elec- 
tion, but to depend entirely on his own oeconomy for alleviating thofe necefiities, 
under which he laboured. _ Great retrenchments were made in the houfhold: Even 
his favourite navy was neglected : Tangiers, tho’ it had coft creat fums of money, 
was a few years after abandoned and demolifhed. The mole was entirely deftroyed ; 
and the garrifon, being brought over to England, ferved’ to augment that {mall ar- 
my, which the King relied on, as one folid bafis of his authority. It had been hap- 
py for the nation, had Charles ufed his. victory with juftice and moderation, equal 
to the prudence and dexterity, with which he obtained ir. 

Tue firft flep, taken by the Court, was the trial of Fitz-harris. Doubts were 
raifed by the jury with regard to their power, after the concluding vote of the 
Commons: But the judges took upon them to decide the queftion in the affir- 
mative; and the jury were obliged to proceed. The w riting the libel was clearly 
proved upon Fitz-harris: The only queftion was with regard to his intentions. 
Fie afferted, that he was a {py of the Court; and had accordingly carried the libel to 
the dutchefs of Portfmouth; and he was defirous, that the jury fhould, in this 
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tranfaction, confider him as a cheat, not as atraitor. He failed however fome- 
what in the proof; and was brought in guilty of treafon by the jury. 

Finpine himfelf entirely in the hands of the King, he now retracted all his 
former impoftures with regard to the popith plot, and even endeavoured to attone 
for them by new impoftures againft the country party. He affirmed, that thefe 
fictions had been extorted from him by the fuggeflion and artifices of T'reby the 
recorder, and of Bethel and Cornifh, the two theriffs. © This account he perfifted 
in even at his execution ; and-tho’ men knew, that nothing could be depended on, 
which came from one fo corrupt, and fo loftto all fenfe of honour 5 yet were they 
inclined, from his perfeverance, to rely fomewhat more on his veracity in thefe laft 
affeverations, But it appears that his wife had fome’connexions with Mrs. Wall, 
the favourite maid of the dutchefs of Portfmouth; and Fitz-harris hoped, if he 


perfifted ina ftory agreeable to the Court, that fome favour might on that account 
be fhown to his family. 


Ir is amufing to reflect on the feveral lights, in which this ftory has been repre- 
fented by the oppofite fa@ions. The country party affirmed, that Fitz-harris had 
been employed by the Court, in order to throw the odium of the libel on the ex- 
clufionifts, and thereby give rife to a proteftant plot: ‘The court party maintained, 
that the exclufionifts had found out Fitz-harris, a {py of the minifters, and had fet 
him upon this undertaking, from an intention of loading the Court with the impu- 
tation of fuch a defign upon the exclufionifts. Rather than acquit their antagonifts, 
both fides were willing to adopt an account the moft intricate and incredible. 
It was a ftrange fituation, in which the people, at that time, were placed; to be 
every day tortured with thefe perplexed ftories, and inflamed with fuch dark fuf- 
picions againft their fellow-citizens. This was no lefs than the fifteenth falfe plot, 
or fham plot, as they were then called, with which the court, it was imagined, 
had endeavoured to load their adverfaries *, 

Tug country party had intended to make ufe of Fitz-harris’s evidence againtt 
the Duke and the Catholics ; and his execution was therefore a great mortification 
to them. But the King and his minifters were refolved not to be contented with 
fo flender an advantage. They were determined to profecute the victory, and to 
employ againft the exclufionifts thofe very offenfive arms, however unfair, which 
that party had laid up in ftore againft their antagonilts. The whole gang of fpies, 
witnelies, informers, fuborners, who had fo long been fupported and encouraged by 
the leading patriots, finding now that the King was entirely mafter, turned fhort _ 
upon their old patrons, and offered their fervice to the minifters. To the difgrace 


of 
* College’s trial. 


Chi ARR. E iss: TM, 337 


of the Court and of the age, they were received with hearty welcome; and their Chap. VI. 
teftimony or rather perjury made ufe of, in order to commit legal murder upon pci 
the oppofite party. With an air of triumph and derifion it was afked, “* Are 

** not thefe men good witneffes, who have eftablifhed the popifh plot, upon whofe 

** teftimony Stafford and fo many Catholics have been executed, and whom you 

‘* yourfelves have fo long celebrated as men of credit and veracity ? You have 

** admitted them into your bofom: They are beft acquainted with your reafons : 

*¢ They are determined in another fhape to ferve their King and country: And 

** you cannot complain, that the fame meafure, which you meted to others» 


** fhould now, by a righteous doom or vengeance, be meafured out:to you.” 


It is certain, that the principle of retaliation may ferve in fome cafes asa full 
apology, in others as an alleviation, for a conduét which would otherwife be ex- 
pofed to great blame. But thefe infamous arts, which poyfon juftice in its very 
fource, and break all the bands of human fociety, are fo deteftable and danger- 
ous, that no pretext of retaliation can be pleaded as an apology or even an alle- 
viation for the crime incurred by them. On the contrary, the greater indignation 

he King and his minifters felt, when formerly expofed to the peryuries of aban- 
doned men, the more reluctance fhould they now have difcovered againft em- 
ploying the fame inftruments of vengeance upon their antagonitts. | 


Tue firft perfon, on whom the minifters fell, was one College, a London joiner, 
who had become extremely noted for his zeal againft popery, and was very much 
connected with Shaftefbury and all the leaders of the country party : For as they 
relied much upon the populace, men-of College’s rank and ftation were very ufe- 
ful tothem. College had been in Oxford armed with {word and piftol during 
the fitting of the Parliament ; and this was made the foundation of his crime. It 
was pretended that a confpiracy had been entered into to feize the King’s perfon, 
and retain him in confinement, till he fhould make the conceffions demanded of 
him. The fheriffs of London were in firong oppofition to the Court ; and it was 
not ftrange, that the grand jury named by them rejected the bill againft College. 
The prifoner was therefore fent to Oxford, where the treafon was faid to have been 
committed. Lord Norris, a courtier, was fheriff of the county ; and the inha- 
bitants were in general extremely devoted to the court party. A jury was named, 
confifting entirely of Royalifts; and tho’ they were of men of credit and charac- 
ter, yet fuch was the factious rage, which prevailed, that little juftice could be ex- 
pected by the prifoner. Some papers, containing hints and directions for his defence, 
were taken from him, as he was conducted to his trial: An iniquity, which fome 
pretended to juftify by alleging, that a like violence had been committed againi{t a 
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Chap. Vi. prifoner during ithe fury of the popith plot.. Such wild notions of -retaliation 
male were at that time propagated by the court party. | 

Tue witneffes produced again{ft College were Dugdale, Turberville, Haynes, 

Smith ; men ‘who had before given evidence again{ft the Catholics, and whom 

the jury, for that very reafon, regarded as the moft perjured lyars. College, 

tho” befet with fo many toils, opprefled with fo many iniquities, defended him- 

felf with {pirit, courage, capacity, prefence of mind; and he invalidated the 
evidence of the Crown, by the moft convincing arguments and the moft un- 
doubted teftimony: Yet did -the jury, after half an hour’s deliberation, bring. 

in a verdict againft him. ' The inhuman {pectators received the news with a 

fhout of applaufe: But the prifoner was no way difmayed, At his execution, he 
maintained the fame manly fortitude, and ftill denied the crime imputed to him. 

His whole conduct and demeanour prove him to have been a man led aftray only 


by the fury of the times, and.to have been governed by avery. honeft, but indif- 
creet zeal for his. country and his religion. | 


Tuus the two parties, actuated by mutual rage, but cooped up within the nar- 
row limits of the law, levelled with poyfoned daggers the moft deadly blows a- 


eain{t each other’s breatt, and buried in their factious divifions all recard. ta 
truth, honour,. and morality. | 
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reaped se W Hi EN the Cabal entered into the myfterious alliance with France, they 

wpe ji } took care to remove the duke of Ormond from the committee of foreign 
affairs; and nothing tended farther to encreafe the national jealoufy, entertained 
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againft the new meafures, than to fee aman of fo much loyalty, as well as probity Chap. VIL. 
and honour, excluded from all their councils. They had even fo great intereft —_ 
with the King as to get Ormond recalled from the government of Ireland ; and 
lord Robarts, seeiaale earl of Radnor, fucceeded him in that important employ- 
ment. Lord Berkeley fucceeded Robarts; and the earl of Effex, Berkeley. At 
laft in the year 1677, Charles caft his eyes again on Ormond, whom he had fo 
long neglected ; and fent him over lieutenant to Ireland. % I have done every 
Ss thing,” faid the King, ‘* to difoblige that man; but it is not inmy power to 
*¢ make him my enemy.” Ormond, “during his difgrace, had never joined the 
malecontents, nor enc couraged thofe clamours, which, with too much reafon, bue 
fom etimes for bad purpofes, were raifed againft the King’s meafures. He even 
thought it his duty, regularly, tho’ with dignity, to pay his. court at Whitehall; 
and to prove that his attachments were founded on gratitude, inclination and prin- 
ciple, not on any temporary advantages. All the expreffions, which dropped from 
him, while neglected by the Court, fhowed more of good humour, than any 
Perreens of fpleen and indignation. ‘* I can do you no fervice,” faid he to-his 
friends, ‘¢ } have only the power left by my applications to do you fome hurt.” 
When colonel Cary Dillon follicited him to fecond his pretenfions at Court, and 
urged that he had no friends but God and his grace. ‘* Alas! poor Cary,” re- 
plied the duke, “‘ I pity thee : Thou couldft not have two friends, that poffefs le! 
“S intereft at Court. I am thrown by,”’ ii ial on tae er OCC alton, lil 


RS eke... 

Wuewn Charles found it his intereft to fhow favour to the old Royalifts and to 
the church of England, Ormond; who was extremely reve red. by that whole 
party, could not fail of recovering; together with the government of Ireland, his 
former credit and authority. His adminiftration, when lord lieutenant, was cor- 
oe ident to the general tenor of his life; and tended equally to promote the 
intereft of Prince and people, of Proteftant and Catholic. Ever firmly attached 
to the eftablifhed religion, he was able, even during thefe nanee times, to — 
cution of the popifl 
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fufpicion, tho’ he gratified not vulgar prejudices by any pe 
party. He encreafed the revenue of Irelanc d to three hut red thoufand pounds a 


year: He maintained a regular army of ten thoufan id men: He fupported a well 
difciplined militia of twenty thoufand: And tho’ the act of fettlement had fo far : 
been infringed, that Catholics were permitted. to live in corporate towns, they 
were cuarded with fo careful an eye, that the moft timorous Proteftant never ap- 
prehended any danger from them. . 
Tat chief object of Effex’s ambition was to return to the {tation of lord lieutenant, 
where he had behaved with honour and integrity : Shaftefbury and Buckingham bore 
Pe an 
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boy, a extreme hatred to Ormond, both from perfonal and party confiderations : The 
great aim of the anti-courtiers was to throw reflections on every part of the 
King’s government. It could be no furprize, therefore, to the lieutenant to 
learn, that his adminiftration was attacked in Parliament, particularly by Shaftef- 
bury; but he had the fatisfaétion, at the fame time, to hear of the keen, tho? 
polite defence, made by his fon, the generous Offory. After juftifying feveral 
particulars of Ormond’s adminiftration againft that intriguing patriot, Offory pro- 
ceeded in the following words: ** Having fpoke of what the lord lieutenant has 
““ done, I prefume with the fame truth to tell your lordfhips what he has not done. 
“* Ee never advifed the breaking of the triple league ;, he never advifed the thut- 
“* ting up of the Exchequer; he never advifed the declaration for a toleration: ~ 
““ he never advifed the falling out with the Dutch and the joining with France : 
** He was not the author of that moft excellent pofition Delenda eft Carthago 
** that Holland, a proteftant country, fhould, contrary to the true intereft of Eng 
r land, be totally deftroyed. I beg, that your lordthips will be fo juft as t6 
** judge of my father and all men, according to their actions and their councils.* 
Thefe few fentences, pronounced by a plain and gallant foldier, noted for probity 
had a {urprizing effect upon the audience, and confounded all the rhetoric of his 
eloquent and factious adverfary.. Fhe prince of Orange, who efteemed the for. 
mer character as much as he defpifed the latter, could not forbear congratulating 
by letter the earl of Offory on this new ff pecies of victory, which he had obtained, 


Ossory, tho’ he ever kept at a great diftance from fa@tion, was the moft popular: 
man in the kingdom ; tho’ he never made any compliance with the corrupt views 
of the Court, was extremely beloved and refpected by the King. An univerfaj 
grief appeared on his death, which happened about this time, and which the po- 
pulace, as is ufual wherever they are much affected, foolifhly afcribed to poyfon., 
at aia bore the lofs with patience and dignity ; tho’ he ever retained a pleafing, 
1lowever me y, le 
** change fecacea stack iy pre A pees f ite Brie 

| e, y living fon in Chriftendom. 

TuEse particularities may appear a digreffion; but ’tis with pleafure, I own 
that I relax myfelf for a moment in the contemplation of thefe humane and vir. 
tuous characters, amidft that fcene of fury and faction, fraud and violence, in which 
at prefent our narration has unfortunately engaged us, es 

Bestpes the general intereft of the country party to decry the conduct of all ' 
the King’s minifters, the prudent and peaceable adminiftration of Ormond-was in 
a particular manner difpleafing to them. In England, where the Catholics were 

| {carce one to a hundred, means had been found to excite an univerfal panic, on 
account of infurrections and even maffacres, projected by that fect; and it could 
not 
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not but feem ftrange that in Ireland, where they exceeded the Proteftants ten to 
one,. there fhould no fymptoms appear of any combination or confpiracy. Such 
an incident, when duly confidered, might even in England fhake the credit of the 
plot, and diminifh the authority of thofe leaders, who had fo long, with fuch in- 
duftry, inculcated the belief of it on the nation, Rewards therefore were pub- 
lifhed in Ireland to any one that would bring intelligencé or become witnefles ; and 
fome profligates were fent over to that kingdom, with a commiffion to feek out 
evidence againft the Catholics. Under pretext of fearching for arms or papers, 
they broke into houfes, and plundered them: They threw innocent men into 
prifon, and took bribes for their releafe: And after all their diligence, it was with 
difficulty, that that country, commonly fertile enough in witnefles, could furnifh 
them with any fit for their purpole. 


At latt, one Fitzgerald appeared, followed by two Macnamaras, Ivey, Sanfon, 
Dennis, Bourke, and fome others. Thefe men were immediately fent over to 
England ; and tho’ they poffefled neither character, fufficient to gain belief even for 
truth, nor fenfe to invent a credible falfhood, they were carefied, rewarded, fup- 
ported, and recommended by the earl of Shaftefbury. Oliver Plunket, the titu- 
lar primate of Ireland, a man of very peaceable difpofitions; was condemned and 
executed upon fuch teftimony. And the Oxford-Parliament entered fo far into 
the matter as to vote their fatisfaction in the reality of the Lorridand damnable Irith 
plot. But fuch decifions, tho’ at firft regarded as infallible, had now loft much 
of their authority; and the public {till remained fomewhat indifferent and incre- 
dulous, 

Arvrer the diffolution of the Parliament, and the fubfequent victory of the 
Royalifts, Shatefbury’s evidences, with Turberville, Smith, and others, ad- 
dreffed themfelves to the minifters, and gave information of high treafon againtt 
their former patron. It is fufficiently fcandalous, that intelligence, conveyed by 
fuch men, fhould have been attended to; but there is fome reafon to think, that 
the Court agents, nay the minifters, nay the King himfelf*, went farther, and 
were active in endeavouring, tho’ in vain, to find more repurable perfons to fup- 
port the blafted credit of the Irifh witneffes. Shaftefbury was committed to 
prifon, and his indictment was prefented to the grand jury. The new fheriffs of 
London, Shute and Pilkington, were engaged as deeply as their predeceffors in the 
country party; and they took care to name a jury extremely devoted to the fame 
caufe: A precaution quite requifite, when it was fcarce poffible to find men at- 
tached to neither party. As far as fwearing could go, the treafon was clearly 
proved againft Shaftefbury ; or rather fo clearly as to merit no kind of credit or 

attention 


# Cas 4 sland 76 T ateergt sty 
* See captain Wilkinion’s Narrative, 


Chap. VII. 
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Chap. VU. attention, . That veteran leader of a party, ehuréd from his early youth to fac. 
ads tion and.intrigues: to cabals and confpiracies,. was reprefented as opening without 
acquitted. —_referve his treafonable intentions to thefe obfcure banditti, and throwing out fuch 
violent and outrageous reproaches upon the King, as none but men of: low edy. 

\ cation, like themfelves, could be fuppofed to employ. The draught of am affo- 
ciation, it is true, again{t popery and the Duke; was found in Shaftefbury’s cabinet ; 

and) dangerous inferences might be drawn from many claufes of that paper. Buti 

did net appear; that it had beem framed by Shaftefbary, or fo much as approved: 

by him. And as projects of an affociation had been propofed in Parliament, jr 

was very natural for that nobleman to be thinking of fome plan, which it might 

be proper to lay before that affembly. The grand jury, therefore, after weighing 

all thefe circumftances, rejected the indi&tment-; and the people, who attended 

tne hall, teftified their joy, by the loudeft acclamations, which were echoed thro? 
the whole city. : | 

Asour this time a feheme of oppreffion was laid.in Scotland, after a manner 

{till more flagrant, again{t a.nobleman much lefs obnoxious than Shaftefbury ; and 
as that country was reduced almoft to a ftate of total fubjection, the projeét had 


the fortune to fucceed. 
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Tue earl of Argyle, from. his youth, had diftinguifhed. himfelf by his loy- 
alty, and his attachment.to the royal family,. Tho’ his: father was head of the 
Covenanters, he refafed to concur in any of their meafures; and when a com- 
miffion of colonel was given him by the convention of ftates, he forbore to act 
upon it, till it fhould be ratified by the King. By his refpeétful behaviour, ‘as 
well as by his fervices, he made himfelf very acceptable to. Charles, when that 
Prince was in Scotland ; and even after the battle of Worcefter, all the misfortunes, 
which attended the royal caufe, could not engage him to defert it. Under Mid- 
dleton he obftinately perfevered to harrafs and infeft the viGorious Englith ; and it 
was not till he received orders from that general, that he would fubmit to accept 
of acapitulation. Such jealoufy of his loyal attachments was entertained by the 
Commonwealth and Proteétor, that a pretext was foon after fallen u pon to com- 
mit him to prifon ; and his confinement was rigoroufly continued till the reftora- 
tion. The King, fenfible of his fervices, had remitted to him his father’s for- 
feiture, and created him earl of Argyle; and when a moft urjuit fentence was 
pafied upon him by the Scotch Parliament, Charles had anew remitted it. Inthe 
fubfequent part of the rcign, Argyle behaved himéelf dutifully ; and tho’ he 
feemed not difpofed to go all lengths with the Court, he always appeared, even 
in his oppofition, a man of mild difpofitions and peaceable. deportment. 

Sie 


Argyle’s trial. 


A PARLIAMENT 
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A ParutamMentT was fummoned at Edinburgh this fummer, and the Duke was 
appointed commiffioner. Befides granting money to the King and voting the in- 
defeafible right of fucceffion, this Parliament enacted a teft, which all perfons, 
pofleffed of offices, civil, military, or ecclefiaftical, were bound.to take. In this 
teft, the King’s fupremacy-was affirmed, the covenant renounced, paflive obedi- 
ence affented to, and ali obligations difclatmed of endeavouring any alterations in 
church or ftate. This was the ftate of the teft, as propofed .by the courtiers; 
but the country party propofed alfo a claufe of adherence to the proteltant religion, 
which could not with decency be refufed. “Ihe whole was of an enormous length 
confidered as an oath; and what was worfe, a confeffion of faith was there rati- 
fied, which had been impofed a little after the reformation, and which contained a 
ereat many articles, altogether forgot by the Parliament and nation. Among others, 
the doctrine of ref Gace was inculcated ; fo that the teft, being voted in a-hurry, 
was found on examination to be a medley of contradiction and abfurdity. Several! 
perfons, the moft attached to the Crown, {fcrupled to take it: The bifhops and 
many of the clergy remonftrated: The earl of Queenfberry refufed to fwear, 
except he might be allowed 'to add an explanation: And even the privy council 
thought it requifite to publifh for general fatisfaction a folution of fome difficul- 
ties, attending the teft. 

Tuo’ the courtiers could not reject the claufe of adherence to the proteftant 
religion, they propcfed, as a requifite mark of refpect, that all Princes of the 
blood fhould be exempted from taking that oath. ‘IUhis exception was zealoufly op- 
pofed by Argyle, who obferved, that the fole danger to be dreaded for the pro- 
teftant religion muft proceed from the perverfion 3 the royal family. . By infifting 
on fuch topics, he drew on himfelf the fecret indignation of the Duke, of which 
he foon felt the fatal effects. 

Wuen Argyle took the teft as a privy counfellor, he fubjoined, in the Duke’s 
prefence, an explanation, which he had beforehand communicated to that Prince, 
and which he believed to have been approved by him. It was in thefe words. 
«¢ T have confidered the teft, and am eer defirous of giving obedience as far as 
« T can. lam confident, that the Parliament never intended to impofe contra- 
s¢ dictory oaths: Therefore I think no man can aa it but for himfelf. Ac- 
““ cordingly, I take it as far as it is confiftent with itfe Hf, and the proteftant religion, 
«¢ And Ido declare, that [mean not to bind up myfelf, in my ftation, and ina 
«© Jawful way, from wifhing and endeavouring any alteration, which I think to the 
‘© advantage of church or ftate, and not repugnant to the proteftant religion and 
¢ my loyalty: And this I underftand as a part of my-oath.? The Duke, as was 
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Chap. VII. 1e Ww nik | 
oe . natural, heard thefe words with great tranquillity : No-one took the leaft offence: 


Aro . ‘ . . ; . + 

reyle was admitted to fit that day in council : And it was impoffible to ima 
that a capital offence had been committed, where occafion feemed not to 
been given, fo much as for a frown or reprimand, 


gine, 
have 


ARGYLE was much furprized, a few days after, to find that a warrant was iffued 
for committing him to prifon; that he was indicted for high treafon, leafin 
Making and perjury ; and that from thefe innocent words an acctifation was = 
tracted, by which he was to forfeit honours, life, and fortune. It is iccaatal 
enter into particulars, where the iniquity of the whole is fo apparent. Th ; be 
{word of juftice was difplayed, even her femblance Was not put on; and aoe i 
ate of law were preferved, in order to fanctify, or rather aggravate theo sae 
Of five judges, three fcrupled not to find the cuilt of treafon and iii 
ae Aetieny cits ait shy of fifteen noblemen gave verdi@ againg 
gt ng br yay SR ordered the fentence to be Pronounced ; - 
c uipended, till farther pleafure, 


Ir was pretended by the Duke and his creatures, that Argyle’s life and fort 
were not in any danger, and that the fole reafon for puthing the trial to fuch A 
tremity againft him was in order to make him renounce fome hereditar ile, 
tions, which gave his family a dangerous authority in the Highlands ial i Ked 
the courfe of public juftice. But allowing the end to be juttifiable the ‘i 
were infamous ; and fuch as were incompatible, not only with vie but a us 
lized, government. Argyle had therefore no reafon to truft any longer to Seba 
tice or mercy of fuch enemies : He made his efcape from prifon ; and till he f : i 
find a {hip for Holland, he concealed himfelf during fome ane in London ie: 
King heard of this lurking-place, but would not allow him to be arrefted . All , 
the parts howevenof his fentence, fo far as the government had power were rigo- 3. 
roufly executed ; "his eftate confifcated, his arms rever{ed and ropa? sa 
State of affairs Ir would feem, that the genuine paffion for liberty was at this. time total] 
in Scotland. extinguifhed in Scotland: There was only preferved a fpirit of mutiny and fedie . 
tion, encouraged by a miftaken zeal for religion. Cameron and Caroil, two fari. 
ous preachers, went a {tep beyond all their brethren: They publickly ae 
nicated the King for his tyranny and his breach of the covenant. and renounced if , 
allegiance to him. Cameron was killed by the troops in an aioe at Airs-Mok 
Cargil was taken and hanged. Many of their followers were tried and convicted. 
Their lives were offered them if they would fay God fave the King: But the | 
would only agree to pray for his repentance. This obitinacy was much infifted 4 
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as an apology for the rigors of the adminiftration ; But, if duly confidered, it will Chap. VII. 
rather afford reafon for a contrary inference. Such unhappy delufion is an oojeét. 19°" 
rather of commifcration than of anger: And it is almoft impoiffible, that men 

could have been carried to fuch a degree of madnefs, unlefs provoked by a long 

train of violence and oppreffion. 


As the King was mafter in England, and no longer dreaded the clamours of the 1682. 
country party, he permitted the Duke to pay him avifit; and was foon after pre- 
vailed onto allow of his return to England, and of his bearing a part in the admi- 
niftration. The Duke went to Scotland in order to bring up his family, and fettle 
the government of that country ; and he chofe to take his paffage by fea. The 
fhip ftruck on a fand-bank and was loft: The Duke efcaped in the barge; and it 
is pretended, that, while many perfons of rank and quality were drowned, and 
among the reft, Hyde, his brother-in-law, he was very careful to fave feveral of his 
dogs and priefts: For thefe two fpecies of favourites are coupled together by fome 
writers. It has likewife been afferted, that the barge might fafely have held more 
perfons, and that fome who fwam to it were thruft off, and even their hands cut in 
order to difengage them. _ But every action of every eminent perfon, during this 
period, is fo liable to be mifinterpreted and mifreprefented by faction, that we 
ought to be very cautious of paffing our judgment on too flight an evidence, It is 
remarkable, that the failors on board the fhip, tho’ they felt themfelves finking, 
and faw inevitable death before their eyes, yet as foon as they obferved the Duke 
to be in fafety, gave a loud fhout, in teftimony of their joy and fatisfaction. 


Tue Duke, during his abode in Scotland, had behaved with great civility to- 
wards the gentry and nobility ; and by his courtly demeanor had much won upon 
their affections: But his treatment of the enthufiafts was {till fomewhat rigorous ; 
and in many inftances he appeared to be a man of a fevere, if not an unrelenting 
temper. Itis even afferted, that he ufually affifted with his prefence at the torture 
of criminals, and looked on with tranquillity, as if he were confidering fome cu- 
rious experiment *. He left the authority in the hands of the earl of Aberdeen, 
chancellor, and the earl of Queenfbury, treafurer: A very arbitrary fpirit ap- 
peared in their adminiftration. A gentleman of the name of Weir was tried, be- 
caufe he had kept company with one who had been in the rebellion ; tho’ that per- 
fon had never been marked out by procefs or proclamation. ‘The inferences upon 
which Weir was condemned (for a profecution by the government and a condem- 
nation were in Scotland the fame thing) hung upon each other, after the following 

Vor. Il. Y y manner. 


* Burnet, vol. i. p. 583. Wodrow, vol. ii. p.169. This Jaft author, who is much the better autho. 
rity, Mentions-only one inftance, that of Spreul, which feems to have been an extraordinary one. 
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manner. No man, it was fuppofed, could have been in a rebellion, without be- 
ing expofed to fufpicion in the neighbourhoed: If the neighbourhood fufpedted, 

it was to be prefumed, that each individual had likewife heard of the grounds of 
fufpicion: Every man was bound to declare to the government his fufpicion again{t 

every man, and to avoid the company of traitors: To fail in this duty was to par- 

ticipate in the treafon: The conclufion on the whole was, You have converfed: 
with a rebel, therefore you are yourfelf a rebel, A reprieve was with fome diff- 

culty procured for Weir; but it was fertoufly determined to make ufe of the pre- 

cedent. Courts of judicature were ereéted in the fouthern and weftern counties, 
and a ftri€t inquifition carried on againft this new fpecies of crime. The term of 
three years was prefcribed for the continuance of thefe courts; after which an in- 

demnity was promifed. Whoever would take the teft, was inftantly intitled to the 
benefit of this indemnity. The Prefbyterians, alarmed with fuch tyranny, from. 
which no man could efteem himfelf fafe, becan to think of leaving the country s. 
and fome of their agents were fent to Eneland, in order to treat with the proprie- 

tors of Carolina for a fettlement in that colony. Any condition feemed preferable 

to the living in their native country, which, by the prevalence of perfecution and 
violence, was become as infecure to them as a den of robbers. 


Asove two thoufand perfons were out-lawed on pretext of their converfation, 
or intercourfe with rebels *, and were continually hunted in their retreats by fol- 
diers, fpies, informers, and oppreffive magiftrates. It was. ufual to put enf{naring | 
queftions to people, living peaceably in their own houfes; fuch as, “* Will you re- 
“* nounce the Covenant? Do you efteem the rifing at Bothwel to be rebellion? 
*¢ ‘Was the killing the archbifhop of St. Andrew’s a murder 2” And when the poor: 
deluded creatures refufed to anfwer, capital punifhment was infliGed on them +, 
Even women were brought to the gibbet for this pretended crime. A number of 
fugitives, rendered frantic by opprefiion, had publifhed a feditious declaration 3 re- 
nouncing allegiance to Charles Stuart, whom they called, as they, for their parts, 
had indeed fome reafon to efteem him, atyrant. This incident afforded the privy 
council a pretext for a very unufual kind of oppreffion. Soldiers were difperfed 
over the country, and power was given to all commiffion officers, even the moftin- 
ferior, to oblige every one whom they met with, to abjure the declaration; and 
upon refufal, inftantly, without farther queftions, to fhoot the delinguentf. It 
were endlefs, as well as fhocking, to enumerate all the inftances of perfecution, or 
in other words, of abfurd tyranny, which at that time prevailed in Scotland. One 
of them however is fo fingular, that I cannot forbear relating it. 


THREE 


“ Wodrow, vol, ii. Appendix, 94. + Id. vol. ii, paflims t Id. vol. iis p. 43.4, 
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TureE womenwere feized *; andthe cuftomary oath was tendered to them, by 
which they were to abjure the feditious declaration above-mentioned. They all 
refufed, and were condemned to a capital punifhment by drowning. One ofthem 
was anelderly woman: The other two were very young ; one eighteen years of 
age, the other only thirteen. Even thefe violent perfecutors were afhamed to put 
the youngett to death: But the other two were conducted to the place. of execu- 
tion, and were tied to ftakes within the fea-mark at low water: A contrivance, 
which rendered their death lingering and dreadful. The elderly woman was placed 
fartheft in, and by the rifing of the waters was firft fuffocated. The younger, 
partly terrified with the view of her companion’s death, partly fubdued by the en- 
treaty of her friends, was prevailed with to fay God fave the King. Immediately 
the fpectators called out, that fhe had fubmitted ; and fhe was loofened from the 
ftake. Major Winram, the officer who guarded the execution, again required her 
to fign the abjuration ,; and upon her refufal, he ordered her inftantly to be plunged 
sn the water, where fhe was fuffocated. 


Tue feverity of the adminiftration in Scotland is partly to be afcribed to the Duke’s 
temper, to whom the King had entirely configned over the_government of that 
country, and who gave fuch attention to affairs as to allow nothing of importance 
to efcape him. Eventhe government of England from the fame caufe began fome- 
what to be infeéted with the fame feverity.. “The Duke’s credit was very great at 
Court. Tho’ neither fo much beloved nor efteemed as the King, he was more 
dreaded ; and thence an attendance more exact, as well as a fubmiffion more ob{e- 
quious, was paid him. The faying of Waller was remarked, that Charles, in fpite 
to the Parliament, who had determined, that the Duke fhould not fucceed him, 
was refolved, that he fhould reign even in his lifetime. 

Tur King however, who loved to maintain a ballance in his councils, ftill fup- 
ported Halifax, whom he created a marquefs, and made lord privy feal; tho’ ever 
in oppofition tothe Duke. ‘This man, who poffeffed the fineft genius and moft ex- 
tenfive capacity, of all employed in public affairs during the prefent reign, affected 
a fpecies of neutrality betwixt the parties, and was efteemed the head of that {mall 
body, known by the denomination of Trimmers. This conduct, which is much 
more natural to men of integrity than of ambition, could not however procure 
him the former charaéter; and he was always regarded as an intriguer rather than 
a patriot. Sunderland, who had promoted the exclufion-bill, and who had 
been difplaced on that account, was again, with the Duke’s confent, brought into 
the adminiftration. The extreme duplicity, at Jeaft variablenefs, of this man’s 
conduét thro’ the whole courfe of his life, made it be fufpected, that it was by the 
xy 2 King’s 


* Wodrow, vol, ii. p. 505. 
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it | i King’s direction he had mixed with the country party. Hyde, created ear] of 
Rochefter, was firft commiflioner of the ‘treafury, and was entirely in the Duke? 
lntereft, obi 
Tue King himfelf was obliged to a& as the head ofa party ; a difacreeable fitua 
tion for a Prince, and always the fource of much injuftice and oppreiiies ik 
knew how obnoxious the diffenters were to the church ; and he refolved: Hiss ? 
to the maxims of toleration, which he had hitherto fupported in Enoland f o cide 
his friends by the perfecution of his enemies. The ‘laws aeaintt convene ids 
now rigoroufly executed ; an expedient, which, the King knew, would es se 
diminifh the numbers nor influence of the Nonconformifts ; and ‘gdhiigh ‘ee 
fore to be efteemed more the refult of paffion than of policy. ‘No erfecuti " ; wis 
the intended purpofe but that which amounts to a total aenitiaeia ee 


Txo’ the King’s authority made every day great advances, it ftill met with con-. 

: | ee, obftacles, chiefly from the city, which was entirely inthe hands of the. 
New nomins maiecontents. The juries, in particular, named by the theriffs. were not likely tob 

erits+ impartial judges between. the Crown and the people, and after the ex stich iy I. 

ready made in the cafe of Shaftefbury and that of College, treafon, it tial ee . 

ed, might there be committed with impunity. There could not therefére be a Ro 

important fervice to the Court than to put affairs upon-a different footing. Sir John 

Moor, lord mayor, was gained by fecretary Jenkins, and encouraged to infit u a 

the cuftomary privilege of his office, of naming one of the theriits Acco di s 

Ty, when the time of ele@ion came, he drank to North, a Levant fitchsic ang 

esi a, five iia The country party faid, that, being lately Rees 

drith 1€ Was, On account of his recent experience, better qualified to ferve 

we Ga Seen - mt p> was = set ee the election of another fheriff; 
| | Majority Or the common-hall, headed by th 

two fheriffs of the former ear, refufed to ackn 6 Fi Sivas 

z4th of June, Nating one fheriff, but infited that both muft i ahi sicteneeee hae 

and Dubois were the perfons whom the country party agreed’ to Clee Box ‘é 

pointed out by the courtiers. Books were accordingly Opened’ for the oll ; Me 

as the mayor would not allow the elections to proceed for two vataneaias th igi 

riffs and he feparated, and. each carried on the poll apart. ‘Fhe coutity i 

who voted with the fheriffs for Papillon and Dubois, were much‘more oni és 

than tho!e who voted withthe mayor for Box: But as the mayor infifted hia, 

books were the only legal ones, he declared Box to be duly elected. All difficul- 
et ee not furmounted. Box, apprehenfive of the confequences of fe 

us an ciection, fined off; and the mayor foundit requifite to proceed:to a 

new election. When the matter was-propofed. to’ the common-hall, a loud cry 
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was raifed, No election! Noelection! The two fheriffs already eleGted, Papillon and Chap. VIE. 
Dubois, were infifted on as the only legal magiftrates. But as the mayor ftill main- oer . 
tained, that Box alone had been legally chofen, and that it was now requifite to fup- 
ply his place, he opened books anew, and during the tumult and confufion of the ci- 
tizens, a few of the mayor’s partizans elected Rich, unknown to and unheeded by 
the reft of the liveries. North and Rich were accordingly fworn fheriffs for the 
enfuing year ;. but it was neceffary to fend a guard of the train bands to protect them 
in the entering upon their office. A new mayor of the court party was foon after ~ 


chofen by means, as is pretended, much more violent: and irregular, 
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Tuvs the country party were diflodged from their ftrong hold in the city ; 
where, ever fince the commencement of factions in the Englifh government, they 
had, without interruption, almoft without moleftation, maintained a fuperiority. 
It had been happy, had the partialities, hitherto objected to juries, been corrected, 
without giving place to partialities of an oppofite kind: But in the prefent diftracted 
{tate of the nation,,an equitable neutrality was- almoft impoffible to be attained.. 
The court and church party, who were now named on juries, made juftice fubfer- 
vient to their faGtious views; and the King had a profpeét of obtaining full re- 
venge on his enemies. It was not long before the effects of thefe alterations were 
feen. When it was firft reported; that the Duke intended to leave Scotland; Pil- 
kington, at that time fheriff, a very violent man, had broke out in thefe terms, 
‘© He has already burned the city, and is he now coming to cut all‘our throats?” 
For thefe fcandalous expreffions, the Duke fued Pilkington ; and enormous da” 
nages, to the amount of 100,000’ pounds, were decreed him. By the law of Eng- 
land, ratified in the great charter, no fine ought to extend to the total ruin of a cri- 
minal. Sir Patience Ward, formerly mayor; who gave evidence for Pilkington, 
was fued for. perjury, and condemned to the pillory: A fevere fentence, and fufii- 
cient to deter all witneffes from appearing in favour of thofe, who were profecuted : 


by the Court. 


Wy 
at 
i. 
ie 
t 4 
'e 


" 
Mi 
‘ 


a; 

q < 

Need 

' 

‘ 

\ 

We 

ver 9 ies 

ny 

eli! 

'y 

i ; 
\ i 
s) ie 


Bur tho’ the crown had obtained fo great avictory-in the city, 1t was not 1684. 
quite decifive ; and the conteft. might be renewed every year at the election of 
magiftrates. A moft important project therefore was formed, not.only to make 
the King mafter. of the city, but by that example to gain him the afcendant 
in all the corporations of England, and thereby give the greateft wound to the legal Quo warrait~ 
conftitution, which the moft powerful.and moft arbitrary Monarchs had ever yet *’- 
been able to inflict. All the Royalifts, tho’ Englifhmen, and even, to a certain de- 
gree, lovers of liberty, were yet induced, from enmity to the oppofite faction, and 


trom the defire of. fuperiority, to concur in.this violent meafure. A writ of quo 
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Chap. VII. warranto was iffued againft the city ; that is,:an enquiry into the validity of their 
rO&3- charter. Jt was pretended, that the city had forfeited all ics privileges, and ought to 
be declared no longer a corporation, on account of two offences, which the court of 
aldermen and common council had committed. After the great fire in 1666, all 
the markets had been rebuilt, and had been fitted up with many Cconveniencies ; 
and in order to defray thefe expences, the magiftrates had impofed a {mall toll on 
fuch as brought any goods to market. Inthe year 1679, they had addreffed the 
King againft the prorogation of Parliament, and had employed the following 
terms. ‘‘ Your petitioners are greatly furprized at the late prorogation, whereby 
‘* the profecution of the public juftice of the kingdom, and the making neceffary 
‘* provifions for the prefervation of your Majefty and your proteftant fubje‘ts, 
“* have received interruption.”” ‘Thefe words were pretended to contain a fcan- 
dalous reflection on the King and his meafures. The caufe of the city was defended 
again{t the attorney and follicitor generals by Treby and Pollexfen. 


Tuest laft pleaded, that, fince the foundation of the Monarchy, no corporation 
had ever yet been forfeited, and the thing itfelf implied an abfurdity : That a cor- 
poration, as fuch, was incapable of all crime or offence, and none was an{werable 
for any iniquity but the perfons themfelves, who committed it: That the mem- 
bers, in choofing magiftrates, had entrufted them only with legal powers; and 
where the magiftrates had exceeded thefe powers, their aéts were void, but could 
never involve the body itfelfin any\criminal imputation: That fuch had ever been 
the practice of England, except at the Reformation, when the monafteries were for- 
feited ; but this was an extraordinary cafe; and it was even thought neceflary af- 
terwards to ratify the whole by act of Parliament: That corporate bodies, framed 
for public good, and calculated for perpetual duration, ought not to be annihilated - 
for the temporary faults of their members, who might themfelves, without hurting 
their community, be queftioned for their offences: That even a private eftate, if 
entailed, could not be forfeited to the Crown, on account of treafon, committed 
by the tenant for life; but upon his demife went to the next in remainder: That 
the offences, objected to the city, far from deferving fo fevere a punifhment, were 
not even worthy the fmalleft reprehenfion: That all corporations were invefted 
with the power of making bye-laws; and the fmalleft burrough in England had 
ever been allowed to carry the exercife of this power farther than London had dene 
in the inftance complained of: That the city, having, at their own’expence, re- 
paired the markets, which were built too on their own eftates, might as lawfully 
claim a {mall recompence from fuch as brought commodities thither, as a man 
might require rent for a houfe, which he -was poffefled of : That thofe who dif- 
liked the condition, might abftain from the market, and whoever paid, had done it 
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voluntarily: That it was an avowed right of the fubje¢ts to petition; nor had 
the city in their addrefs abufed this privilege: That the King himie!f had often 
declared, the Parliament often voted, the nation to be in danger from the popifh 
plot ; which, it is evident, could not be fully profecuted but in a parliamentary 
manner: That the impeachment of the popifh lords was certainly obftructed by 
the frequent prorogations ; as was alfo the enacting of neceflary laws, and provid- 
ing for the defence of the nation: That the loyalty of the city, ho lefs than their 
regard to felf-prefervation, might prompt them to frame the petition; fince it 
was acknowledged, that the King’s life was every moment expofed to the molt im- 
minent danger from the popifh confpiracy : Fhat the city had not accufed the King 
of obftructing juftice, much lefs of having any fuch intention; fince it was allow- 
ed, that evil counfellors were alone an{werable for all the pernicious confequences of 
any meafure: And that it was unaccountable, that two public deeds, which had 
not, during fo long a time, fubjected to any,. even the fmalleft penalty, the per- 
fons guilty of them, fhould now be. punifhed fo feverely upon the corporation, 
which always was, and always muft be innocent. 


Ir is evident, that thofe who would apologize for the meafures of the Court, mutt, 
in this cafe, found their arguments, not on law, but reafons of ftate. The judges, 
therefore, who condemned the city, are totally inexcufable ; fince the fole juftifi- 
able object of their determinations mult ever be the pure principles of juftice and 
equity. - But the place of judge was at that time held during pleafure ; and it was 
impoffible, that any caufe, where the Court bent its force, could ever be carried 
againft ir. After {entence was pronounced, the city applied in a very humble man- 
ner to the King; and he agreed to reftore their charter, but in return they were 
obliged to fubmit to the following regulations: That no lord mayor,, fheriff, re- 
corder, common ferjeant, town clerk, or coroner fhould be admitted to the exer- 
cife of his office without his Majefty’s approbation: That if the King difapprove 
twice of the mayor or fheriffs elected, he may by commiffion appoint thefe magif- 
trates: That the lord mayor and court of aldermen may, with his Majefty’s leave, 
difplace any magiftrate : And that no alderman, in cafe of a vacancy, fhall be elec- 
ted without content of the court of aldermen, who, if they difapprove twice of the 
choice, may fill the vacancy. 


Aut the corporations in England, having the example of London before their g 


Chap. VIE. 
1683, 


12th of June, 


reat power 


eyes, faw how vain it would prove to ftrugele with the Court, and were, moft ofthe Crown, 


of them, fucceffively induced to furrender their charters into the King’s hands, 
Confiderable fums were exacted for reftoring the charters; and all the offices of 
power and profit were left at the difpofal of the Crown. Thole who judge of the 
actions of princes by the rules of policy alone, could excufe thofe meafures of the 
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King, by which he much extended his authority, and acquired a great afcendant in 
every burrough and corporation. But it feems ftrange, that the independant roy- 
alifts, who never meant to:make-the Crown abfelute, fhould yet be fovelated with 
‘the victory obtained over their adverfaries, as to approve of a precedent, which left 
‘NO national privileges in fecurity, but enabled the King, under like p'ctexts,.and by 
meaas of like inftruments, to recall anew all thofe-charters, which at prefent he was 
pleafed to grant. And every friend to liberty mutt allow, that the nation, whofe con- 
ititution was thus fhattered in the thock of faction, had a right, by every prudent 
expedient, :to recover that fecurity, of which it was fo unhappily bereaved. 


Wuite fo great a faction adhered to the Crown, it is apparent, that refiftance, 
however juftifiable, could never be prudent ; and all wife men faw no other expe- 
dient but peaceably to fubmit to the prefent grievances. There was however a 
party of malecontents, fo turbulent in their difpofition, that even before this Jaft 
iniquity, which laid the whole conftitution at the mercy of the King, they had me- 
ditated plans of refiftance ; at a time when it could be as little juftifiabie as pru- 
dent. Inthe fpring 1681 *, a little before the Oxford Parliament, the King was 
feized with a fitof ficknefs at Windfor, which gave great alarm to the public. The 
Duke of Monmouth, lord Ruffel, lord Grey, inftigated by the reftleis Shaftefbury, 
‘had agreed, in cafe the King’s ficknefs fhould prove mortal, to rife in arms and Op- 
pole the fucceffion of the Duke. Charles recovered ; but thefe dangerous projetts 
were not dropt. The fame confpirators, together with Effex and Salifbury, were de- 
‘termined to continue the Oxford Par] iament, after the King, as was daily expected, 
fhould diffolve it ; and they engaged fome leaders among the Commons in the fame 
defperate meafure. They went fo far as to detain feveral lords in the Houfe, under 
pretence of figning a proteftation againtt rejecting Fitz-harris’s impeachment: But 
hearing that the Commons had broke up in great conflernation, they were likewife 
obliged at laft to feparate. Shaftefbury’s imprifonment and trial put an end for 
fome time to thefe machinations; and it was not till the new theriffs were impofed 
en the city that they were revived. The leaders of the country party began then 
to apprehend themfelves in imminent danger; and they were well pleafed to find, 
that the citizens were ftruck with the fame terror, and were thence inclined to un- 
‘dertake the moft perilous enterprizes. Befides the city, applications were made to 
the gentry and nobility in feveral counties of England to rife in arms. Monmouth 


* Lord Grey’s fecret hiftory of the Rye-houfe plot. This is the moft full and authentic account of all 
thefe tranfaétions ; but is in the main confirmed by bifhop Sprat, and even Burnet, as well as by the trials 
and dying confeflions of the confpirators: So that nothing can be more unaccountable than that any 
‘one fhould pretend, that this confpiracy was an impofture like the popifh plot. Monmouth’s declaration 
publithed in the next reign, confefles a confult for extraordinary remedies. 


engaged 
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engaged the earl of Macclesfield, lord Brandon, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, and other Chap. VII. 
gentlemen in Chefhire: Lord Ruffel fixed a correfpondence with Sir William on 
Courtney, Sir Francis Rowles, Sir Francis Drake, who promifed to raife the 
Weft; and Trenchard in particular, who hac hey intereft in the difaffected 
town of Taunton, affured him of confiderable affiftance from that neighbour- 
hood. Shaftefbury and his emiffary, Fergufon, an independant clergyman and 
a reftlefs plotter, managed the correfpondence in the city, upon which the con- 
federates chiefly relied. The whole train was ready to take fire; but was ‘pre- 
vented by the caution of lord Ruffel, who induced Monmouth to onay the en- 
terprize. Shaftefbury in the mean time was fo affected with the fenfe of 
his danger, that he had left his houfe, and fecretly lurked in the city ; medi- 
tating all thofe defperate fchemes, which ae penne revenge and ambition could 
di&tate. He exclaimed loudly againft delay, and reprefented to his, confederates, 
hat having gone fo far, and entrufted the fecret into fo many hands, there was no 
fafety for them but in a bold and defperate profecution of their purpofe. The 
projects were therefore renewed: Meetings of the confpirators were appointed in 
different houfes, particularly in Shepard’s an eminent wine-merchant in the city : 
A plan of the infurrection was laid in London, Chefhire, Devonfhire, and Bri- 
ftol: The feveral places of rendezvous in the city were concerted ; and the whole 
operations fixed: The {tate of the guards was even viewed by Monmouth and 
Armftrong, and an attack of them ’ pronounced very practicable: A declaration 
to juftify the enterprize to the public was red and agreed to: And every circum- 
flance feemed now to render an infurre€tion unavoidable ; when a new delay was 
procured by Trenchard, who declared, that the rifing in the Weft could not for 
fome weeks be in fufficient forwardnefs. 

SHAFTESBURY was enraged at thefe perpetual cautions and delays in an enter- 
prize, which, he thought, nothing but courage and celerity could render effectual : 
He threatened to commence the infurreétion with his friends in the city alone; and 
he boafted, that he had ten thoufand drifk boys, as he called them, who, on a motion 
of his finger; were ready to fly to arms. Monmouth, Rufiel, and the other con- 
fpirators were, during fome time, in apprehenfions, left defpair fhould pufh him into 
fome dangerous meafuré; when they heard, that, after a long ftruggle between fear 
and rage, he had at la{t abandoned all hopes of fuccefs, and had.retired into Hol- 
land. He lived ina private manner at Amfterdam ; and for greater fecurity defire ed 
to be admitted into the magiftracy of that city: But his former violent counc 
againft the Dutch commonwealth were re membered, and ail applications from bien Shafeetioale 
were rejected. He died foon after; and his end gave neither forrow to his friends, retires and 
nor joy to his enemies. His furious temper, notwithftanding his capacity, had“. 
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done great injury to the caufe, in which he was engaged. ‘The violences and ini- 
quities, which he fuggefted and encouraged, were greater than even faction itfelf 
could endure; and men could not forbear fometimes remembering, that the fame 
perfon, who was become fo zealous a patriot, was once a moft proftitute courtier: 
It is remarkable, that this man, whofe principles and conduct were, in all other 
refpects, fo exceptionable, proved an excellent chancellor ; and that all his decrees, 
while he poffeffed that eminent office, were equally remarkable for juftnefs and for 
integrity. So difficult it is to find in hiftory a character either wholly bad or 
perfectly good ; tho’ the prejudices of party make writers run frequently into the 
extremes both of panegyric and of fatyre. 

Arter Shaftefbury’s departure, the confpirators found fome difficulty in renew- 
ing the correfpondence with the city malecontents, who had been accuftomed to de- 
pend folely on that nobleman. Their common views, however, as well as common 
apprehenfions, made them at laft have recourfe to each other ; and a regular pro- 
ject of an infurrection was again formed. A council of fix was erected, confifting 
of Monmouth, Ruffel, Effex, Howard, Algernon Sidney, and John Hambden, 
grandfon to the great parliamentary leader. Thefe men entered into an agreement 
with Argyle and the Scotch malecontents, who engaged, that, upon thet payment 
of 10,000 pounds for the purchafe of arms in Holland, they would bring the 


_ Covenanters into the field. Infurreétions likewife were anew projected in Chethine 


and the Weft, as well as in the city ; and fome meetings of the leaders were held, 
in order to reduce thefe projects into form. The confpirators differed extremely 
in their views. Sidney was paffionate for a commonwealth. Effex had embraced 
the fame project. But Monmouth had entertained hopes of acquiring the Crown 
for himfelf, Ruffel, as well as Hambden, was much attached to the antient con- 
ftitution, and propofed.only the exclufion of the Duke and the redrefs of grie- 
vances. Lord Howard was a man of abandoned principles, and was ready to 

embrace any party, which his immediate intereft fhould recommend to him. But 
notwithftanding this difference of characters and of views, their common hatred 
of the Duke and the prefent adminiftration united them into one party ; and the 
dangerous experiment of an infurrection was fully refolved on. 

Wui e thefe fchemes were concerting among the leaders, there was an inferior 
order of confpirators,.who frequently met together, and with the infurreétion, car- 
ried on projects quite unknown to Monmouth, and the cabal of fix. Among thefe 
men were colonel Rumfey, an old republican officer, who had diftinguifhed him. 
felf in Portugal, and had been recommended to the King by Marefchal Schomberg ; 
lieutenant colonel Walcot, likewife a republican okibes Goodenough, under fhe- 
riff of London, a zealous and noted party-man; Weft, Tyley, Nertor., Ayloffe, 


lawyers ; 
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lawyers ; Fergufon, Roufe, Hone, Keiling, Holloway, Bourne, Lee, Rumbald. 
Mott of thefe laft were merchants or tradefmen, and the only perfons of this con- 
federacy, who had accefs to the leaders of the party, were Rumfey and Fergufon. 
When thefe men were met together in their cabals, they indulged themfelves in 
the moft defperate and moft criminal difcourfe : They frequently mentioned the 
affaffination of the King and the Duke, to which they had given the familiar ap- 
pellation of Jopping : They even went fo far as to have thought of a fcheme for 
that purpofe. Rumbald, who was a malfter, poffefled a farm, called the Rye- 
houfe, which lay on the way to Newmarket, whither the King commonly went 
once a year, for the diverfion of the races. A plan of this farm had been laid be- 
fore fome of the confpirators by Rumbald, who fhowed them how eafy it would 
be, by over-turning a cart, to ftop at that place the King’s coach; while they 
might fire upon him from the hedges, and be eafily enabled afterwards, thro’ bye 
lanes and crofs the fields, to make their efcape. But tho’ the plaufibility of this 
fcheme gave great pleafure to the confpirators, no concerted defign was as yet laid, 
nor any men, horfes, or arms provided : The whole was little more than loofe dif- 
courfe, the over-fowings of their zeal and rancour. The houfe in which the King 
lived at Newmarket, took fire accidentally ; and he was obliged to leave that place 
eight days fooner than he intended. To this circumftance his fafety was after- 
wards afcribed, when the confpiracy was difcovered ; and the court party could 
not fufficiently admire the wife difpenfations of Providence. It is indeed certain, 
that, as the King had thus unexpectedly left Newmarket, he was much worfe at. 
tended than ufual; and Rumbald informed his confederates with regret what a 
ine opportunity was thus unfortunately loft. 


Amonc the confpirators I have mentioned Keiling, a falter in London. This a... = 
piracy 


Chap. VII. 
1083. 


man had been engaged ina very bold meafure, of arrefting the mayor of London, difcovered. 


at the fuit of Papillon and Dubois, the outed fheriffs ; and being liable to profecu- 
tion for that a¢tion, he thought it fafeft to purchafe a pardon, by revealing the con- 
{piracy, in which he was deeply concerned. He brought to fecretary Jenkins | 
intelligence of the affaffination plot; but as he was a fingle evidence, the fe- 
cretary, whom many falfe plots had probably rendered incredulous, fcrupled to 
‘(ue warrants for the commitment of fo great a number of perfons. Keiling 
therefore, in order to fortify his teftimony, engaged his brother in treafonable dif- 
courfe with Goodenough, one of the conifpirators ; and Jenkins began now to 
give more attention to the intelligence. The confpirators had got fome hint of 
the danger, in which they wereinvolve1; and all of them concealed themfelves, 
One perfon alone, of the name of Barber, an inftrument-maker, was feized 5 and 
as his confeffion concurred in many particulars with Keiling’s information, the 
LZ 2 affair 


2th of June. 
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affair feemed to be put out of all queftion; and a more diligent fearch was every 

where made after the conf{pirators. | 
West, the lawyer, and colonel Rumfey, finding the perils to which they were 

expofed in endeavouring to efcape, refolved to fave their own lives at the expence 


of their companions ; and accordingly furrendered themfelves with an intention’ 


of becoming evidence. Weft could do little more than confirm the teftimony of 
Keiling with regard to the affaffination plot ; but Rumfey, befides additional con- 
firmation of the fame defign, was at laft, tho’ with much difficulty, led to give 
an account of the meetings at Shepard’s. Shepard was immediately apprehend- 
ed; and had not courage to maintain fidelity to his confederates. Upon his in- 
formation, orders were iffued for arrefting the great men engaged in the confpi- 
racy. Monmouth abfconded : Ruffel was fent to the Tower - Grey was arrefted, 
but efcaped from the meffenger : Howard was taken, while he concealed himfelf 
in a chimney ; and being a man of moft profligate morals, as well as indigent 
circumftances, he fcrupled not, in hopes of a pardon, to reveal the whole con. 
{piracy. Effex, Sidney, Hambden were immediately apprehended upon his evi- 


dence. Every day fome of the confpirators were deteed in their lurking*places, 


and thrown into prifon. 


LigzEUTENANT COLONEL WALcoT was firtt brought to his trial. This man, 
who was once noted for bravery, had been fo far overcome by the love of life, that 


he had wrote to fecretary Jenkins, and had offered upon promife of pardon to. 


turn evidence : But no fooner had he taken this mean ftep, than he felt more ge- 
nerous fentiments arife in him ; and he endeavoured, tho’ in vain, to conceal himfelf, 
The witnefics againft him were Rumfey, Wett, Shepard, together with one Bourne, 
a brewer. His own letter to the fecretary was produced, and rendered the tefti- 
mony of the witneffes unqueftionable. Hone and Roufe were alfo condemned to 
die, Thefe two men, as well as Walcot, at their execution, acknowleged the 
juftice of the fentence ; and from their trial and confeffion it is fufficiently appa- 
rent, that the plan of an infurreétion had been regularly formed, and that even 
the affaffination had been often talked of, and not without the approbation: of 
many of the confpirators. 

Tue condemnation of thefe criminals was probably intended as a preparative to 
the trial of lord Ruffel, and ferved to imprefs the public with a thorow bélief of the 
con{piracy, as well as horror againft it. The witnefles produced againft this noble pri- 
foner were Rumfey, Shepard, and lord Howard. Rumfey {wore, that he himfelf had 
been introduced to the cabal at Shepard’s, where Ruffel was prefent ; and had deli- 
vered them a meflage from Shaftefbury, urging them to haften the intended infur- 


rection ; But had received for anfwer, that it was found neceflary to delay the defign, 
5 and 


CH AOR ZTE SAL 357 


and that Shaftefbury muft therefore, for fome time, reft contented. This anfwer, Chap. VIL. 
he faid, was delivered by Fergufon, but was affented to by the prifoner. He added, om: 
that fome difcourfe had been entered into about taking a furvey of the guards; 
and he thought, that Monmouth, Grey and Armftrong undertook to view them. 
Shepard fwore, that his houfe had been beforehand befpoke by Fergufon for the 
fecret meeting of the confpirators, and that he had been careful to keep all his 
fervants from approaching them, and had ferved them himfelf. Their difcourfe, 
he faid, ran chiefly upon the means of furprizing the guards; and it was agreed 
that Monmouth and his two friends fhould take a furvey of them. ‘The report, 
which they brought next meeting, was, that the guards were remifs, and that the 
defien was very practicable : But he affirmed not, that any refolution was taken 
of executing it. The prifoner, he thought, was prefent at both thefe meetings ; but 
he was fure, that at leaft he was.prefent at one of them. A declaration, he added, 
had been red by Fergufon in Ruffel’s prefence: The reafons of the intended infur- 
rection were there fet forth, and all the public grievances fully difplayed. 


Lorp Howarp had been one of the cabal of fix after Shaftefbury’s flight ; and 
two meetings had been held of the confpirators, one at Hambden’s, another at 
Ruffel’s. “Howard fwore, that, at the firft meeting, it was agreed to begin the 
infurreCtion in the country before the city ; the places were fixed, the proper quan- 
tity and kind of arms agreed on, and the-whole plan of operations concerted : ‘That 
at the fecond meeting, the converfation turned chiefly upon their correfpondence 
with Argyle and the difcontented Scotch, and that the principal management of 
that affair was intrufted to Sidney, who had fent one Aaron Smith into Scotland 
with proper inftru@tions. He added, that in thefe confults no queftion was put 
nor votes collected : but there was no contradiction, and, as he took it, all of 
them, and the prifoner among the reft, gave their confent. 


Rumsey and Shepard were very unwilling witneffes againft lord Ruffel; and 
it appears from Grey’s Secret Hiftory *, that, if they had pleafed, they could have 
given a more explicite teftimony againft him. This reluctance, together with the 
difficulty of recolleCting circumftances in a converfation, which had pafied above 
eight months before, and which the perfons had not at that time any intention to 
difcover, may beget fome flight objection to their evidence. But on the whole, it 
was undoubtedly proved, that the infurrection had been deliberated on by the 
prifoner, and fully refolved; the furprifal of the guards deliberated.on, but not 
fully refolved ; and that an affaffination had never once been mentioned or ima- 
gined by him. So far the matter of fact feems certain: But ftill, with regard to 
law, there remained a difficulty, and that of a very important. nature. 

: ' LHE 
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Tue Englith laws of treafon, both in the manner of defining that crime. and 
in the proof requied, are the mildeft and moft indulgent, and conifequently the 
moft equitab'e, thit are any where to be found. The two chief fpecies of treafon, 
contained in the liw of Edward the third, -are the compaffing and intending the 
King’s death, andthe actual levying war againft him ; and by the law of Mary the 
crime mult be proved by the concurring teftimony of two witnefles, to fome overt 
act, tending to tlefe purpofes. But the lawyers, partly defirous of paying court to 
the Sovereign, paitly convinced of ill confequences, which might attend fuch nar- 
row limitations, hid introduced a greater latitude, both in the proof and definition 
of thecrime. It was not required, that the two witneffes fhould teftify the fame pre- 
cife overt act: It vas fufficient, that they both teftified fome overt act of the fame 
treafon ; and tho’ this evafion may feem a fubtilty, it had long prevailed in the 
courts of Judicature, and had at laft been folemnly fixed at the trial of lord Stafford. 
The lawyers had fed the fame freedom, tho’ perhaps after a more exceptionable 
manner, with the law of Edward the third. They had obferved, that, by that 
famous ftatute, if a man fhould enter into a confpiracy for a rebellion, fhould 
even fix a correfpoidence with foreign powers for that purpofe, fhould provide arms. 
and money, yet, f he was detected and no rebellion enfued, he could not be tried; 
for treafon. To prevent this inconvenience, as they efteeried it, they had com- 
monly laid their irdi¢tment for intending the death of the King, and had produced 
the intention of a rebellion as a proof of that other intention. But tho’ this forn 
of indictment and trial was very frequent, and many criminals had received fentence 
upon it, it was confidered as irregular, and was plainly confounding, by a fophifm, 
two {pecies of treifon, which the ftatute had moft accurately diftinguithed. What 
made this refinement ftill more inexcufable ; a law had paffed foon after the refto- 
ration, where the confulting or intending a rebellion, was, during Charles’s life- 
time, declared treidfon ; and it was required that the profecution fhould be made 
within fix months after the crime was committed. But notwithftanding this, 
ftatute, the lawyers had perfevered, as they ftill do perfevere, in the old’ form of 
indictment ; and bth Sir Harry Vane and Oliver Plunket, titular primate of Ire- 
Jand, had been tritd by it. Such was the general horror, entertained againtt the 
old republicans, ard the popifh confpirators, that no-one had murmured againft 
this interpretation ef ‘the ftatute ; and the lawyers thought, that they might follow 
the precedent evenin the cafe of the popular and beloved lord Ruffel, Ruffel’s 
crime fell plainly mder the ftatute of Charles the 2d; but the faéts fworne to by 
Rumifey and Shepad were without the fix months required by law, and to the 
other facts Howarc was a fingle witnefs, To make the indictment, therefore, 
more extenfive, th: intention of murdering the King was comprehended in it; 

and 
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and for proof of this intention the confpiracy for raifing a rebellion was afigned , Chap, Vil. 
and what feemed to bring the matter ftill nearer, the defign of attacking the oe 
King’s guards. 

Russet perceived this irregularity, and defired to have the point argued by 
council: The chief juftice told him, that that privilege could not be granted, 
unlefs he previoufly confeffed the facts charged upon him. The artificial con- 
founding the two fpecies of treafon, tho’ a practice fupported by many prece- 
dents, is the chief, but not the only hardfhip, of which Ruffel had reafon to 
complain on his trial. His defence was very feeble; and he contented himfelf 
with protefting, that he never had entertained any defign againft the King’s life : 
His candour would not allow him to deny the confpiracy for an infurrection. The 
jury were men of fair and irreproachable characters, but zealous Royalifts: After 
a fhort deliberation, they brought in the prifoner guilty. 

AppLicaTions were made to the King for a pardon: Even money, to the 
amount of one hundred thoufand pounds, was offered to thedutchefs of Portfmouth 
by the old earl of Bedford, father to Ruffel. .The King was inexorable. He had 
been extremely harraffed with the violence of the country party, and he had ob- 
ferved, that the prifoner, befides his fecret defigns, had always been carried to the 
higheft extremity of oppofition in Parliament. He had evén adopted a fentiment, 
Gmilar to what we meet with in a letter of the younger Brutus. Had his father, 
he faid, advifed the King to reject the exclufion bill, he would be the firft to move 
for a parliamentary impeachment againft him, When fuch determined refolution 
was obferved, his popularity, his humanity, his juftice, his very virtues became 
fo many crimes, and were ufed as arguments againft fparing him. Charles there- 
fore would go no farther than remit the more ignominious parts of the fentence, 
which the law requires to be pronounced againtt traitors. ‘* My lord Ruffel,” 
faid he, ‘* fhall find, that I am poffeffed of that prerogative, which, in the cafe of 
« Jord Stafford, he thought fit to deny me.” As the fury of the country party 
had rendered it impoffible for the King, without the moft imminent danger of his 
throne, to pardon fo many Catholics, whom he firmly believed to be innocent, and 
even affectionate and loyal to him; he probably thought, that, fince the edge of 
the law was now ready to fall upon that party themfelves, they could not reafonably, 
expect, that he would interpofe to fave them. 

RussEi’s confort, a woman of great mer't, daughter and heirefs of the good 
earl of Southampton, threw herfelf at the King’s feet, and pleaded with many tears 
the merits and loyalty of her father, as an atonement for thofe errors, into which 
honeft, however miftaken principles had feduced her hufband. Thefe fupplica- 
tions were the laft inftance of female weaknels (if they deferve the name) which 
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tion, 
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fhe betrayed, Finding all applications vain, fhe colleéted courage, ‘and not onl; 
fortified herfelf againft the fatal blow, but endeavoured by her axatngiie to ftreng h : 
the refolution of her unfortunate lord. With a tender and decent com Pr sia sn 
took leave of each other on the day of his execution. “* The , ea) i 
LE is now pafied,”’ faid he, when he turned from her. Lord. Cavendifh had toi 

in the clofeft intimacy with Ruffel, and deferted not his friend in the prefent ¢ ; 
mity. ie gallantly offered to manage his elcape, by changing cloaths with him, 
and remaining at all hazards in his place. Ruffel refufed to five his own lif he 
an expedient which might expofe his friend to fo many hardfhips. When ae 
duke of Monmouth by meffage offered to furrender himfelf, if Ruffel nn 
tae that mealiare would any way contribute to his fafety; “ It will be no advan- 
tage to me,” he faid, “ to have my friends die with me.” Some of his expref 
fions difcover, not only compofure, but good humour in this melancholy Prenie : 
Lacs day before his -xecution he was feized with a bleeding at the nofe. “J thal] £ 
now let blood to divert this diftemper,” faid he to dogtor Burnet who ded 
him, * that will be done to morrow.” A little before the theriffs cond mi a 
to the fcaffold, he wound up his watch, «* Now I have done,” faid h “i ‘ a 
** time, and henceforth muft think folely of eternity.” ita 
THE {caffold was erected in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, a place very diftant from the 
Tower; and it was probably intended, by conducting Ruffel thro’ fo many ftre : 
to fhow the mutinous city their beloved leader, once the object of all their = 
dence, now expofed to the utmoft rigours of thelaw. Ashe was the moft xd : 
among his own party ; fo was he ever the leaft obnoxious to the oppofite faBhio a : 
And his melancholy fate united every heart, fenfible of humanity, in a tender aa 
pafi on for him. Without the leaf change of countenance, he laid his head | | 
the block; and at two ftrokes, it was fevered from his body, ae 


In the fpeech, which he delivered to the fhetriffs, he was very anxious to clear 
his memory from any imputation of ever intending the King’s death or any seg 
tion in the Sovernment : Efe could not explicitely confefs the projected infurrectio 
without hurting his friends, who might ftill be called in guettion for it; but he did 
not purge himfeif of that defign, which, in the prefent condition of the nation he 
regarded as no crime. By many paflages in his {fpeech, he feems to the latt to as 
Jain under the influence of party zeal; a paflion, which being nourithed by a focial 
temper, .and cloathing itfelf underthe appearance of cial it is slmofeirn offi. 
ble for a virtuous man,, who has aGted in public life, ever thorowly to adicass 
He profefied his entire belief in the popifh plot: And he faid, that, tho’ he h 1 
often heard the feizure of the guards mentioned, he had ever di Casini of thal 
attempt. Io which he added, that the maflacring fo many innocent men in cold 


blood 
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blood was fo like a popifh practice, that he could not but abhor it. Upon the whole, Chap. Vit. 
the integrity and virtuous intentions, rather than the capacity, of this unfortunate 1983+ 
nobleman, feem to have been the fhining parts of his charaéter. 


ALGERNON SIDNEY was next brought to his trial. This gallant perfon, fon to Trial ofAlger3 
the earl of Leicefter, had entered deeply into the war againft the late King ; andnon Sidney. 
tho’ no way tainted with enthufiafm, he had fo far fhared in all the councils of the 
independant republican party, as to have been named on the high court of juttice, 
which tried and condemned that Monarch: He thought not proper, however, to 
take his feat among the judges, He ever oppofed Cromwel’s ufurpation with zeal 
and courage; and after employing all his efforts againft the reftoration, he refolved 
to take no benefit of the general indemnity, but chofe voluntary banifhment, rather 
than fubmit to a government and family, which he abhorred. As long as the re- 
publican party had any exiftence, he was active in every fcheme, however un- 
promifing, which tended to promote their caufe: But at laft, in 1677, finding it 
neceffary for his private affairs to return into England, he had applied for the King’s 
pardon, and had obtained it. When the factions, arifing from the popifh plot, 
began to run high, Sidney, full of thofe ideas of liberty, which he had imbibed 
from the great examples of antiquity, joined the popular party ; and was even 
willing to feek a fecond time, thro’ all the horrors of civil war, for his adored 
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republic. 

From this imperfect fketch of the character and condué of this illuftrious 
perfonage, it may eafily be conceived how obnoxious he was become to the 
court and miniftry : What alone renders them inexcufable was the illegal method, 
which they took, of effecting their purpofe againft him. On Sidney’s trial they 
produced a great number of witneffts, who proved the reality of a plot in general ; 
and when the prifoner exclaimed, that all thefe evidences faid nothing of him, he 
was anfwered, that this method of proceeding, however irregular, had been prac- 
tifed in the profecutions of the popifh confpirators: A topic more fit to condemn 
one party than juftify the other. The only witnefs, who depofed againft Sid- 
ney, was lord Howard; but as the law required two witnefles, a {trange ex- 
pedient was fallen on to fupply this deficiency. In ranfacking the prifoner’s clofet, 
fome difcourfes on government were found; where he had maintained principles, 
favourable indeed to liberty, but fuch as the beft and moft dutiful fubje&s in all 
ages have been known to embrace; the original contract, the fource of power from 
a confent of the people, the lawfulnefs of refifting tyrants, the preference of likerry 
to the government of a fingle perfon. ‘Thefe papers were afferted to be equivalent 
toa fecond witnefs, and even to many witnefles. . The prifoner replied, that there 
was no other reafon for afcribing thefe papers to him befides a fimilitude of hands ; 
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a proof, which was never admitted in criminal profecutions: That allowing him to: 
be the author, he had compofei them folely for his private amufement, and had 
never publifhed them to the vorid, or even communicated them to any fingle 
perfon: That, when examined,they appeared by the colour of the ink to have been 
wrote many years before, and vere in vain produced as evidences of a prefent con- 
{piracy again{ft the government: And that where the law pofitively requires two 
witnefies, one witnefs, attended vith the moft convincing circumftances, could never 
fuffice; much lefs, when fupperted by a circumftance fo weak and precarious, 
All thefe arguments, tho’ urgec by the prifoner with great courage and pregnancy 
of reafon, had no influence. The violent and inhuman Jefferies was now chief 
juftice ; and by his direction apartial jury was eafily prevailed on to give verdict 
again{t Sidney. His executionfollowed a few days afterwards: He complained, 
and with reafon, of the iniquiy of the fentence; but he had too much greatnefs 
of mind to deny thofe confults with Monmouth and Ruffel, in which he had been 
engaged. He rather gloried, tiat he now fuffered for that good old caufe, in which, 
from his earlieft youth, he faid he had inlifted himfelf. 


Tue execution of Sidney is regarded as one of the greateft blemithes of the pre- 
fent reign. The evidence agaift him, it muft be confeffed, was not legal; and 
the jury, who condemned him, were, for that reafon, very blameable. The jury 
itfelf was not compofed of freeholders, as the law required ; and this irregularity is. 
a great reproach to the adminifration. But that after fentence paffed by a court of 
judicature, the King fhould padon a man, who, tho’ otherwife poffeffed of great 
merit, was undoubtedly guilty, who had ever been a moft inflexible and moft in- 
veterate enemy to the royal famly, and who lately had even abufed the King’s cle- 
mency, might be an act of hewic generofity, but can never be regarded as a ne- 
ceffary and indifpenfible duty. 


Howarp was alfo the fole evdence againft Hambden; and his teftimony was not 


fupported by any very material drcumftance. The crown-lawyers therefore found it 


vain to try the prifoner for treaon: They laid the indictment only for mifdemea- 
nour, and obtained fentence againft him. The fine impofed was exorbitant ; no 
lefs than forty thoufand pound. 


Ho.Loway, a merchant ol Briftol, one of the confpirators, had fled to the 
Weft Indies, and was now browght over. He had been out-lawed ; but the year, 
allowed him for prefenting imfelf, was not expired. A trial was therefore 
offered him: But as he had at firft confefied his being engaged in a con{fpiracy 
for an infurrection, and even allowed that he had heard fome difcourfes of an 


aflaffination, tho’ he had not a>proved of them, he thought it more expedient to. 


throw 


’ 


throw himfelf on the King’s mercy. He was executed, perfifting in the fame Chap. VII. 

confeffion. 1683. 
Sir Tuomas Armstronc, who had been feized in Holland by Chidley, the 

King’s minifter, and fent over, was precifely in the fame fituation with Holloway : 

But the fame favour, or rather juftice, was refufed him. The lawyers pretended, 

that, unlefs he voluntarily came in before the expiration of the time affioned, he 

could not claim the privilege of a trial ; not confidering, that the feizure ought 

in equity to be fuppofed the accident which prevented him. The King bore a 

sreat enmity againft this gentleman, by whom he believed the duke of Mon- 

mouth to have been feduced from his duty: He alfo afferted, that Armftrong 

had once promifed Cromwel to affaffinate him ; tho’ it muft be confeffed, that 

the prifoner juftified himfelf from this imputation by very ftrong arguments. 

Thefe were the reafons of that iniquity, which was now done him. It was appre- 

hended, that fufficient evidence of his guilt could not be produced ; and that even 

the partial juries, which were now returned, and which allowed themfelves to 

be entirely directed by Jefferies and other violent judges, would not sive ientence 

againit him. 


Ow the day that Ruffel was tried, Effex, aman eminent both for virtues and 
abilities, was found in the Tower with his throat cut. The coroner’s inqueft 
brought in their verdict, Self-murther : Yet becaufe two children of ten years 
of age (one of whom too departed from his evidence) had affirmed, that they 
heard a great noife from his window, and thatthey faw a hand throw outa bloody 
razor, thefe circumflances were laid hold of, and the murder was afcfibed to the 
King and the Duke, who -happened that morning to pay a vifit to the Tower. 
Effex was fubject to fits of deep melancholy, and had been feized with one imme- 
diately upon his commitment: He was accuflomed to maintain the lawfulnefs of 
fuifide : And his countefs, upon a ftriét enquiry, which was committed to the care 
of Dr. Burnet, found no reafon to confirm the fufpicion : Yet could not all thefe 
circumftances, joined to many others, entirely remove the imputation. It is no 
wonder, that faction is fo productive of vices of all kinds: For, befides that it 
inflames all the paffions, it tends much to remove thofe great reftraints, honour 
and fhame; when men find, that no iniquty can lofe them the applaufe of 
their own party, and no innocence fecure them againft the calumnies of the 
oppofite. 

But tho’ there is no reafon to think, that Efex had been murdered by any orders 
from court, it muft be acknowleged, that.a very unjuftifiable ufe in Rufel’s.trial was 
made of that incident. ‘The King’s council mentioned it in their pleadings as a 
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Chap. VII. ftrong proof of the confpiracy ; and it is faid to have had great weight with the 
bk? jury. It was infifted on in Sidney’s trial for the fame purpofe. 

State of the Somz memorable caufes, tried about this time, tho’ they have no relation to the 

oe Rye-houfe confpiracy, fhow the temper of the bench and the juries. Oates was: 
convicted of having called the Duke a popith traitor; was fined to the amount of 
one hundred thoufand pounds, and condemned to prifon till he fhould make pay- 
ment. A like illegal fentence was pafled upon Dutton-Colt for a like offence. 
Sir Samuel Barnadifton was fined ten thoufand pounds ; becaufe, in fome private 
letters, which had been intercepted, he had reflected on the government. This. 
gentleman was obnoxious; becaufe he had been foreman of that jury, which re- 
jected the bill againft Shaftefbury. A pretext was therefore fallen upon for punifh-. 
ing him ; tho’ fuch a precedent may juftly be efteemed a very unufual act of 
feverity, and fufficient to deftroy all confidence in private friendfhip and corre- 
{pondence. 


Tere is another remarkable trial, which thows the difpofitian of the courts of 
judicature, and which, tho’ it paffed in the enfuing year, it may not be improper 
to relate here. One Rofewel, a prefbyterian preacher, was accufed by three 
women of having fpoke treafonable words in a fermon. They {wore to two or 
three periods, and agreed fo exactly together, that there was not the fmalleft va- 
riation in their depofitions, Rofewel on the other hand made a very good defence, 
He proved, that the witneffes were leud and infamous perfons: He proved, that,. 
even during Cromwel’s ufurpation, he had always been loyal; that he prayed con- 
{tantly for the King in his family; and that in his fermons he often inculcated the 
obligations of loyalty. And as to the fermon, of which he was accufed, feveral 
witnefles, who heard it, and fome who wrote it in fhort-hand, depofed that he had 
ufed no fuch expreffions as thofe objected to him. He offered his own notes as a 
farther proof. The women could not fhow by any circumftance or witnefles, that 
they were at his meeting. And the exprefiions, which they fwore againft him, 
were fo grofs, that no man in his fenfes could be fuppofed to employ them before a 
mixt audience, It was alfo urged, that it was next to impoiiible for three women 
to remember fo long a period upon one fingle hearing, and to remember it fo exactly, 
as to agree to a tittle in their depofitions with regard toit. The prifoner offered to 
put the whole upon this iffue: He would pronounce, with his ufual tone of voice, a 
period as long as that which they had fworn to; and then let them try to repeat it, 
if they could. What was more unaccountable, they had forgot even the text of 
his fermon; nor did they remember any fingle paflage, but the words, which they 
depofed to. After fo ftrong a defence, the follicitor general thought not proper 
to make any reply : Even Jefferies went no farther than fome general declamations 
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againft conventicles and Prefbyterians: Yet fo violent were party-prejudices, that Chap. VII 
the jury gave a verdict againit the prifoner ; which however appeared fo palpably — 
unjuft, that it never was eherahed: 

Tur duke of Monmouth had abfconded. on the firft difcovery of the confpiracy ; 
and the Court could get no intelligence of him. At laft, Halifax, who began to 
apprehend the too great prevalence of the royal party, and who thought, that 
Monmouth’s intereft would prove the beft counterballance to the Duke’s, dif- 
covered his retreat, and prevailed with him to write two letters to the King, full 
of the tendereft and moft fubmiflive expreffions. The King’s fondnefs was revived ; 
and he permitted Monmouth to come to court. He even endeavoured to mediate a 
reconciliation betwixt his fon and his brother; and h aving promifed Monmoath, 

that his te{timony fhould never be employed againft'any of his friends, he enoaged 
him to give afull account of the plot.. But in order to put the country party to filenc e} 
he wulea next day an extraordinary council ; and informed them, that Monmouth 
had fhowed great penitence for the fhare, which he had had in the late confpiracy, 
and had spielen his refolutions never more to engage in fuch criminal enterprizes. 
He went fo far as to give orders, that a paragraph to the like purpofe thould be 
nferted in the.Gazette. Monmouth kept filence ’till he had obtained his pardon 
in form : But finding, that, by taking this ftep, he was entirely diferaced with his 
party, and that, even tho’ he fhould not be produced in court as an evidence, his 
teftimony, being fo publicly known, might have weight with juries on any future 
trial, he refolved at all hazards to retrieve his honour. His emiflaries, therefore, 
received orders to deny, that he had ever made any fuch confeffion as that afcribed 
to him; and the party cried aloud, that the whole was a fition of the Court. The 
King; provoked at this conduét, banifhed Monmouth his prefence, and afterwards 
ordered him to depart the kingdom. 


Tue Court were well aware, that the malecontents in England had held a corre- 
fpondence with thofe in Scotland ; and that Baillie of Jervifwood, a man of merit 
and learning, with two gentlemen’ of the name of Campbel, had come to Lon- 
don, under pretext of negociating the fettlement of the Scotch Prefbyterians in Ca- 
rolina, but really ’with a view to concert meafures with the Englith confpirators. 
Baillie was fent prifoner to-Edinburgh ; and as no evidence oligos? againtt him, 
the council required him to fwear, that he fhould anfwer all queftions, which 
fhould be propounded to him. Baillie refufed to fubmit to fo iniquitous a condi- 
tion; and a fine of fix thoufand pounds was impofed upon him. At laft, two 
perfons, Spence and Carftares, being put to the torture, gave evidence which in- 
volved the earl of Tarras and fome others, who, in order to fave themfelves from 
attdinder, were reduced to accufe Baillie, Ele was brought to trial ; and being in. 
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fo languifhing a condition from the cruel! treatment, which he had met With in 
prifon, that it was feared he would not furvive that night, he was ordered tc be 
executed the very afternoon, on which he received fentence, | 

Tue feverities, exercifed during this part of the prefent reign, were much con- 
trary to the ufual tenor of the King’s conduc; and tho’ thofe who ftudied his 
character more narrowly, have pronounced, that towards great offences he was 
rigid and inexorable, the nation were more inclined to afcribe every unjutt or hard 
meafure to the prevalence of the Duke’s councils, into whofe hands the King had, 
from indolence, ngt from any opinion of his brother’s fuperior Capacity, refigied 
the reins of government, The Crown indeed gained great advantages from thede- 
tection of the confpiracy, and loft none by the rigorous execution of the con{pra- 
tors: The horror entertained againft the affaffination-plot, which was commanly 
confounded with the defign of an infurrection, rendered the whole party unpopu- 
lar, and reconciled the nation to the meafures of the Court, The mot loyal ad- 
drefies came from all parts of the kingdom ; and the doétrine of fubmiffion to the 
civil magiftrates, and even of an unlimited paffive obedience, became the reignnge 
principle of the times. The univerfity of Oxford pafied a folemn decree, condenn- 
ing fome doctrines, which they denominated republican, but which indeed we, 
moft of them, the only tenets, on which liberty and a limited conftitution can be 
founded. ‘The faction of the exclufionifts, lately fo numerous, powerful, and zea- 
lous, were at the King’s feet ; and were as much fallen in their {pirit as in their ce- 
dit with the nation, _ Nothing, which had the leaft appearance of oppolition tothe 
Court, could be hearkened to by the public, 


Tue King endeavoured to encreafe his prefent popularity by every art; ind 
knowing, that the fufpicion of popery was of all others the moft dangerous, he jule- 
ed it proper to marry his niece, the Lady Anne, to Prince George, brother to ‘he 
King of Denmark. All the credit, however, and perfuafion of Hallifax, could jor 
engage him to calla Parliament, or truft the nation with the election of a new re- 
prefentative. Tho’ his revenues were extremely burthened, he chofe ratherto 
ftruggie with the prefent difficulties, than try an experiment, which, by raifne 
afrefh fo many difcontented humours, might prove dangerous to his repofe, - The 
Duke likewife zealoufly obftructed this propofal, and even engaged the King in 
meafures, which could have no other tendency, than to render any accommodaton 
witha Parliament altoge:her impracticable. Williams, who had been {peaker 
during the two lift Parliaments, was profecuted for warrants, iffued by him, in ove- 
dience to.orders of the Houfe: A breach of privilege, which, it feemed. not likdy, 
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any future Houfe of Commons wouldleave unpunifhed. Danby and the popifh lords, Chap. VII. 


who had fo long been confined to the Tower, and who faw no profpect of atrial in  '°°4 
Parliament, were adn ritted to bail: A meafure very juft in itfelf, but deemed a great 
encroachment on the privileges of that affembly. The Duke, contrary to law, 

was reftored to the office of high admiral, without taking the teft. 


Hap the leaft grain of jealoufy or emulation been mixed in the King’s cha- 
racter; had he been actuated by that concern for his people’s or even for his own 
honour, which his high ftation demanded, he would. have hazarded many domef- 
tic inconveniencies rather than allow France to domineer in fo haughty a manner 
as that which at prefent fhe afiumed in every negotiation. The peace of Nimeguen, State of f- 
impofed by the Dutch on their unwilling allies, had disjointed the whole confe-"!3" 2. 
deracy; and all the powers, engaged it, had difbanded their fupernumerary 
troops, which they found fuch difficulty to fubfift. Lewis alone ftill maintained 
a very powerful army, and by his preparations rendered himfelf every day more 
formidable. He now acted as if he were the fole Sovereign in Europe, and as if all 
other Princes were foon to become his vaffals. Courts or chambers were erected in 
Metz and Brifac, for re-uniting fuch territories as had ever been members of any 
part of his new conquefts. They made inquiry into titles buried in the moft re- 
midte antiquity.. They cited the neighbouring Princes to appear before them, and 
ified decrees, expelling them from the contefted territories. The important 
town of Strafbourgh, an antient and a free ftate, was feized by Lewis: Aloft wa 
demanded of the Spaniards, on a moft frivolous, and even ridiculous pretext ; 
upon their refufal to yield it, Luxembourg was blockaded, and foon after aN 
Genoa had been bombarded, becaufe the Genoefe. had ftipulated to build fome 
gallies for the Spaniards; and in order to avoid a more fevere fate, that republic 
was obliged to yield to the moft mortifying conditions. The empire was infulted 
in its head and principal members ; and ufed no.other expedient for redrefs, but 
impotent complaints and remonitrances. 


as 
: 
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Spain was fo enraged at the infolent treatment which fhe met with, that, with- 
out confidering her prefent weak condition, fhe declared war againit her haughty 
enemy: She hoped, that the other powers of Europe, fenfible of the common 
danger, would fly to her affiftance. ‘The Prince of Orange, whofe ruling paffions 
were the love of war and animofity of France, feconded every where the applica- 
tions of the Spaniards. In the year 1681, he even made a journey to England, 
in order to engage the King into clofer meafures with the confederates. He alfo 
propofed to the States to make an augmentation of their forces ; but feveral of the 
provinces, and even the town of Amfterdam, had been gained by the French, and 

the 
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the propofal was rejected. "I'he Prince's enemies derived the moft plaufible reafons 
of their oppofition from the fituation of England, and the known and avowed at- 
tachments of the Englifh Monarch. 


No fooner had Charles difmiffed his Parliaments, and embraced the refolution of 
governing by prerogative alone, than he dropped his new alliance with Spain, and 
returned to his former dangerous connexions with Lewis. That Prince had even 
offered to make him arbiter of his differences with Spain; and this latter power, 
fenfible of Charles’s partiality, had refufed to fubmit to fuch a difadvantageous 
propofal, Whether any money was now remitted to England, we do not certainly 
know: But we may fairly prefume, that the King’s neceffities were in fome degree 
relieved by France. And tho’ Charles had reafon to apprehend the utmoft danger 
from the great, and ftill encreafing, naval power of that kingdom, joined to the 
weak condition of the Englith fleet, no confideration was able to rouze him from 
his prefent lethargy. 

Ir is here we are to fix the point of the hicheft exaltation, which the power of 
Lewis or that of any European Prince, fince the age of Charlemagne, had ever 
attained. The only Monarch, capable of oppoling his progrefs, was entirely en- 
gaged in his interefts ; and the Turks, invited by the malecontents of Fiungary, 
Were preparing to invade the Emperor, and to difable that Prince from making 
head againft the progrefs of the French power. Lewis may even be accufed of 
overfight, in not making fuficient advantage of fuch favourable opportunities, 
which he was never afterwards able to recall. But that Monarch, tho’ more 
governed by motives of ambition than by thofe of juftice or moderation, was 
fill more actuated by vanity than by ambition. He contented himfelf with infult- 
ing and domineering Over ali the Princes and free States of Europe; and he there- 
by provoked their refentment without fubduing their power. While every one, 
who approached his perfon, and behaved with fubmiffion to his authority, was 
treated with the higheft politenefs ; all the neighbouring Potentates had fucceffively 
felt the effects of his haughty imperious difpofition. And by indulging his poets, 
orators, and courtiers in their flatteries, and in their prognoftications of univerfal 
empire, he conveyed fafter, thin by the profpect of his power alone, the appre- 
henfion of general conqueft and {ubjection, | 


Tue French greatnefs never, during his whole reign, infpired Charles with 
any apprehenfions; and Clifford, ’tis faid, one of his moft favoured minifters, 
went {fo far as to affirm, that it was better for the King to be Viceroy under a great 
and generous Monarch, than a flave to five hundred of his own infolent fubjeéts. 

| The 
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The ambition therefore and uncontrouled power of Lewis were no diminution of Chap. VII. 
Charles’s happinefs ; and in other refpeéts his condition feemed at prefent more eli- nee 
gible than it had ever been fince his reftoration. A mighty faction, which had 
fhook his throne, and menaced his family, was totally fubdued, and by their pre- 
cipitant indifcretion had expofed themfelves both to the rigour of the laws and to 
public hatred... He-had recovered his former popularity in the nation; and what 
probably pleafed him more than having a compliant Parliament, he was enabled 
to govern altogether without one. But it is certain, that the King, amidft all 
thefe promifing circum{lances, was not happy nor fatisfied. Whether he found 
himfelf expofed to difficulties for want of money, or dreaded a recoil of the popu- 
Jar humour from the prefent arbitrary meafures, is uncertain. Perhaps the vio- 
Jent, imprudent temper of the Duke, by pufhing him upon’ dangerous attempts, 
gave him appreheniion and uneafinefs. He was overheard to fay one day, in op- 
poling fome of the Duke’s hafly councils, ‘* Brother; 1 am too old to go again to 
my travels: You may, if you choofe it.” Whatever was the caufe of the King’s 
diffatisfadtion, it feems very probable, that he was meditating fome change of mea- 
fures,; and had formed a new plan of adminiftration. He was determined, ’tis 
hought, to fend the Duke to Scotland, to recall Monmouth, to fummon a Par- 
liament, to citmifs all his unpopular minifters, and to throw himfelf entirely on 
the goodwill and affection: of his fubjets. Amidft thefe truly wife and virtuous 
defigns, he was feized with a fudden fit, which refembled an apoplexy; and tho’ 
he was recovered from it by bleeding, he languifhed only for a few days, and then det 
expired, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his reign. He was bth of Fes 
fo happy in a good conititution of bodys; and had ever been fo remarkably care- bruary. 
ful of his health, that his death ftruck as great a furprize into his fubjects, as if he 
had been in the flower of his youth. And their inexpreflible concern. for him, 
owing to their affection for his perfon, as well as the dread of his fucceffor, very 
naturally, when joined to the critical time of his death, begot the fufpicion of poifon. 
All circumftances however confidered, this fufpicion muft be allowed to vanifh ; 
like many others, of which all hiftories are full. | 

Durine the few days of the King’s illnefs, clergymen of the church of England 
attended him; but he difcovered a total indifference towards their devotions and 
exhortations. Catholic priefts were brought, and he received the facrament from 
them, accompanied with all the other rites of the Romifh church. Two papers 
were found in his clofet, wrote with his own hand, and containing arguments in 
favour of that communion. The Dukehad the imprudence immediately to publith 
thefe papers ; and thereby both confirmed all the reproaches of thofe who had been 
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san a the greateft enemies to his brother’s meafures, and afforded to the whole world a 
Oe fpecimen of his own bigotry. | 
and charagter. Jp we furvey the character of Charles the Second in the different lights, which 
it will admit of, it will appear very various, and give rife to different and even 
oppofite fentiments. When confidered as a companion, he appears the moft 
amiable and engaging of men; and indeed, in this view, his deportment mutt be 
allowed altogether unexceptionable. His love of raillery was fo tempered with 
good breeding, that it was never offenfive: His propenfity to fatyre was fo 
checked with difcretion, that his friends never dreaded their becoming the object 
of it: His wit, to ufe the expreffion of one, who knew him well, and who was 
himfelf an exquifite judge*, could not be faid fo much to be very refined or 
elevated, qualities apt to beget jealoufy and apprehenfion in company, as to be 
a plain, gaining, well-bred, recommending kind of wit, And tho? perhaps he 
talked more than ftrict rules of behaviour might permit, men were fo pleafed 
with the affable, communicative deportment of the Monarch, that they always 
went away contented both with him and with themfelves. This indeed is the 
moft fhining part of the King’s charaéter ; and he feems to have been fen{ible of 


it: For he was fond of dropping the formality of ftate, and of relapfing every 
moment into the companion. 
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In the duties of private life, his conduét, tho” not free from exception, was, in 
the main, laudable. He was an eafy generous lover, a civil obliging hufband, a 
friendly brother, an indulgent father, and a good natured maftert+. The voluntary 
friendfhips, however, which this Prince contracted, nay, even his fenfe of eratitude, 
were feeble; and he never attached himfelf to any of his minifters or courtiers with 
a very fincere affection. He believed them to have no other motive for ferving him 
but felf-intereft, and he was ftill ready, in his turn, to facrifice them to prefent eafe 
or convenience. 


Wits a detail of his private character we muft fet bounds to our panegyric-on 
Charles. The other parts of his conduct may admit of fome apology, but can de- 
ferve {mall applaufe. He was indeed fo much fitted for private life, preferably to 
public, that he even pofleffed order, frugality, ceconomy in the former :. Was pro- 
fufe, thoughtlefs, negligent in the latter. When we confider himas a Sovereign, 
his character, tho’ not altogether void of virtues, was in the main dangerous to his 
people, and difhonourable to himfelf. Negligent of the interefts of the nation, 
carelefs of its glory, averfe to its religion, jealous of its liberty, lavith of its trea- 

fure,, 


* Marquefs of Halifax, + Duke of Buckingham, 
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fure, {paring only of its blood ; he expofed it by his meafures, tho’ he appeared 
ever but in fport, to the dangers of a furious civil war, and even to the ruin and 
ignominy of a foreign conqueft. Yet may all thefe enormities, if fairly and can- 
didly examined, be imputed, in a great meafure, to the indolence of his temper ; 
a fault, which, however unfortunate in a Monarch, it is impoffible for us to re- 
eard with great feverity. 


Ir has been remarked of this King, that he never faid a foolith thing, nor ever 


did a wife one: A cenfure, which, tho’ too far carried, feems to have fome foun- 
dation in his character and deportment. 


Ir we refiect on the appetite for power, inherent in human nature, and add to it, 
the King’s education in foreign countries, and among the Cavaliers, a party which 
would naturally exaggerate the late ufurpations of popular affemblies upon the 
rights of Monarchy ; it is not furprizing, that civil liberty fhould not find in him 
a very zéalous patron. Hiarrafied with domeftic factions, weary of calumnies and 
complaints, oppreffed with debts, {traitened in his revenue, he fought, tho’ with 
feeble efforts, for a form of government, more fimple in its ftructure and more eafy 
in its management. But his attachment to France, after all the pains, which we 
have taken, by enquiry and conjecture, to fathom it, contains ftill fomething, it 
muft be confefled, myfterious and inexplicable. The hopes of rendering himfelf 
abfolute by Lewis’s affiftance feem fo chimerical, that they could {carce be retain- 
ed with fuch obftinacy by a Prince of Charles’s penetration: And as to pecuniary 
fubfidies, he furely fpent much greater fums in one feafon, during the fecond Dutch 
war, than were remitted from France during the courfe of his whole reign, I am 
apt therefore to imagine, that Charles was in this particular guided chiefly by incli- 
nation, and by a prepofiefiion in favour of the French nation. He confidered that 
people as gay, fprightly, polite, elegant, courteous, devoted to their Prince, and 
attached to the catholic faith; and for thefe reafons he cordially lovedthem. ‘The 
oppofite character of the Dutch, had rendered them the objects of his averfion ; and 
even the uncourtly humours of the Englifh made him very indifferent towards them. 
Men’s notions of intereft are much warped by their affections ; and it is not al- 
together without example, that a man may be guided by national prejudices, who 
has ever been little biafled by private and perfonal friendfhip. 

Tne. charaéter of this Prince has been very elaborately drawn by two great 
matters, perfectly well acquainted with him, the duke of Buckingham and the 
marquefs of Halifax ; not to mention feveral elegant ftrokes given by Sir William 
Temple. Dr. Welwood likewife and bifhop Burnet have employed their pencil on 
the fame fubject : But the former is fomewhat partial in his favour; as the latter 
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HE firft at of James’s reign was to affemble the privy council; where, 1685. 

] after fome praifes beftowed on the memory of his predeceffor, he made casey Shain 
profeffions of his refolution to maintain the eftablifhed government, both in church 
and ftate. Tho’ he had been reported, he faid, to have imbibed very arbitrary 
principles, he knew that the laws of England were fufficient to make him as great 
a Monarch as he could wifh; and he was determined never to depart from then. 
nd 
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374. HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN, 
And as he had heretofore ventured his life in defence of the nation, he would ftilj 
: 


‘oO Fo oa 7 ~ > rs > “cf 
go as lal as any man in prel 


e i 
ervine perties, 


Tuis difcourfe was received with creat applaufe. not onlv by the council, by 
| aT rit ‘ y y ? ut 
by the whole nation. The King univerially paffed for a man ef great fincerity and 


great honour; and as the current of favour ran at that time for the Court, men be- 
“¢ We have now,” 
it was faid, ** the word of a King; and a vord never yet broken.”  Addreffes 
came from all quarters, full of duty, nay, of -he moft fervile adulation. Every one 
haftened to pay court to the new Monarch*: And James had reafon to think, 
that, notwithftanding the violent efforts t 


lieved, that his intentions were conformable to his exprefiions. 


nade by fo potent a party for his exclufion, 
no throne in Europe was better eftablifhed thin that of England. 

THE King, -however, in the firft exercife of his authority, fhewed, th 
he was not fincere in his profeffions of attachment to the laws, or that he 
tertained fo lofty an idea of his own legal power, 


at either 
had en- 

that even his utmoft fincerity 
would tend very little to fecure the liberties of the people. All the cuftoms and 
the greater part of the excife had been voted by Parliament during the late 
King’s life, and confequently the grant was now expired ; nor had the fucceffor 
any right to levy thefe branches of revenue. But James iffued a proclamation, or- 
dering the cuftoms and excife to be paid as before; atid this exertion of power he 
would not deign to qualify by the leaft a&t or even appearance of condefcenfion. It 
was propofed to him, that, in order to prevent the ill effects of any intermiffion in 


levying thefe duties, entries fhould be made, and bonds for the fums taken of the 


nerchants: But the payment be fufpended til the Parliament thould give authorit 
to receive it. his precaution was recommended as an expreflion of deference to” 
that affembly, or rather to the laws: But fo: that very reafon probably, it was re- 
jected by the King, who thought, that the Commons would thence be invited to 
affume more authority, and would regard the whole revenue, and confequently the 
whole power of the Crown, as dependant on their good will and pleafure. 


Tue King likewife went openly, and withall the enfigns of his dignity, to mafs, 
an illegal meeting : And by this imprudence he difplayed at once his arbitrary dif- 
‘pofition, and the bigotry of his principles: Thefe two great characteriftics of his 
reion and bane of his adminifiration. He event fent Caryl, as his azent to Rome, 
to. make fubmifiions to the Pope, and to pave the way for a folemn readmiffion of 


England 


* ‘The Quakers’ addrefs was elteemed fomewhat fingilar. It was conceived in thefe terms. « We 


** are come to teftify our forrow for the death of our rood friend Charles, and our joy for thy beings 
*“-made our governour. _ We are told thou art not of the per{wafion. of the church of England, no moe 
“than we: Wherefore we hope thou wilt grant us te fame liberty, which thou alloweft thyfelf. 
*« Which doing, we with thee all manner of happinefs.” 


i 
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England into the bofom of the catholic church, The Pope, Innocent the XIth, 
very prudently advifed the King not to be too precipitant in his meafures, nor rath- 
6 a x7 tae »NPatar >t ede rf ; . ee wy; , + 
ly attempt what repeated experience might convince him was a folutely imprac- 
ticable. ‘The Spanifh ambaffidor, Ronquillo, deeming the tranquillity of Eng- 
Ee Py ae Pee § & et Te ; . e . }: 
land very requifite for the fupport of Spain, ufed the freedom to make like remon- 
{trances. Hie obferved how baty the priefts appeared at court, and advifed the 
King not to affent with too great facility to their dangerous councils. - * Is itnot 
** the cuftom of Spain,” replicd James, ‘* for the King to confult with his con- 
“* feflor?” ‘* Yes,” faid the embaffador, ‘* and’tis for that very reafon our af- 


1) 9 


‘¢ fairs fucceed fo ill. 

James gave hopes on his acceffion, that he would hold the ballance of power 
more fteady than his predeceffor ; and that France, inftead of rendering England 
fubfervient to her ambitious projects, would now meet with {trong oppofition from 
that Kingdom. Befides applyirg himfelfto bufinefs with great induftry, he feemed 
jealous of national honour, and »xprefled great care, that no more re{peét fhould be 
payed the French ambaflador than his own received at Paris. But thefe appearances 
were not fufficiently f{upported; and he found himfelf by degrees under the necefii- 
ty of falling into an union, at leaft of preferving peace, with that great Monarch, 
who, by his power as well as his zeal, feemed alone capable of affifting him, in 
the projects formed for promoting the catholic religion in England. 

NotTwiTHsTANDING the Kng’s prejudices, all the chief offices of the Crown 
continued ftill inthe hands of Proteftants. Rochefter was lord high treafurer ; 
his brother Clarendon lord chamberlain; Godolphin chamberlain to the Queen ; 
Sunderland fecretary of ftate ; Halifax prefident of the council: This nobleman 
had ftood in oppofition to. the Sing during the laft years of Charles’s reion; and 
when he attempted, on the acceffion, to make fome apology for his late meafures, 
James very genteely told him, that he would forget every thing that was pat, ex- 
cept his behaviour during the ezclufion bill. In other refpects, however, the King 
appeared not of fo forgiving a :emper. | When the principal exclufionifts came to 
pay their refpects to their new Sovereign, they either were not admitted, or were 
received very coldly, fometime even with frowns, This conduct might fait the 
character, which the King fo mach affected, of fincerity: But by fhowing, that a 
King of England could refent the quarrels of a duke of Yorke, he gave his people 
no high idea either of his lenity or magnanimity. 

On all occafions, the King was very free in declaring, that men muft now look 
for a more active and more vigilant government, and that he would retain no mi- 
nifiers, who did not practife an unrelerved obedience to his commands. We are 
not indeed to look for the {prings of his adminiftration fo much in his council and 


chief 
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an CA 3 ° : . 

epee hia ; as in his own temper, and in the charaéter of thofe perfons, 
with whom he fecretls J he Ou n ood mad 

“4 ihe ad confulted. The Queen had great influence over him : a 
voman of Ipirit, whofe conduct had been very popular, till the arrived at that hich 
dienity ee fin a] vern eae eee ewe eee ae 5 
ignity. aie was much governed by the priefts, efpecially the jefuits; and as 
thele were alfo the King’s favourites, al 


] } oe ~ pe a “ : ~ 
| é ! | public meafures were taken originally 
from the fugecttions of thefe men, and bo 


e evident marks of their ignorance in 
~ . - ’ v* . : 
government, and of the violence of their religious zeal, 


, _— wala “Fe wpe tr! ' pe } ’ 
Tue King however had another attachment, fcemingly not very confiftent with 


Bs ae a . ; . ‘ 
this devoted regard to his Queen and to his priefts: It was to Mrs. Sedley, whom 
he foon after create ntefs of Dorchefter : 
Ang aftei created countels of Dorchefter, and who expected to govern him 
with the fame authority, which the -dutchefs of Portfmouth had pofiefied during 
| Pa! oe iri 8 : re ‘ 7 = - 
the former reign. But the King, who had entertained the am 
bs people, was told, that the regularity of bis life ou 
2 f f é ; .- ar a? Pe | Sie 

anchity of nis, intentions; and he was prevailed with, at firft, to remove Mis. 
Sedley from Court: A refolution in which he had not the courage to perfevere 
Good agreement betw iftref: efi pe 

ie . eement between the miftrefs and the confeflor of Princes is not commonly. 
i. ae “ at - + + 8 ;: -] " - 
a aificuit matter to compais: But in the prefent cafe thefe two potent engines of 
command were found very incompatible. Mrs. sedley, who pofleffed all the wit 
and ingenuity of her father, Sir Charles, made the priefts and their councils the 
perpetual objects of her ridicule; and. it is not to be doubted, but they, on their 
part, redoubled their exhortations with their penitent to break off fo criminal an 
attachment. 


FiowEver little inclination the King, as well as his Queen and priefts, might 
bear to an Englifh Parliament, it was abfolutely neceffary, at the becinnine of a 
reign, to fummon that aflembly. ‘The low condition, into which the Whigs or 
country party had fallen during the laft years of Charles’s reign, the odium uadep 
which they laboured on account of the R ye-houfe confpiracy ; thefe caufes wade 
that party meet with little fuccefs in the new eleGions. The general refignation 
too of the charters had made the corporations extremely dependant ; ed the re- 
commendations of the Court, tho’ little affifted, at that time, by pecuniary in- 
fluence, were become very prevalent. The new Houfe of Commons therefore 
contifted almoft entirely of zealous ‘Tories: and churchmen; and were of con-’ 


Kapenes ftrongly inclined, by their affections, to compiy with the meafures of the 
rown, 


bition of converting 
eht to correfpond to the 


_ 
u- 


t 


. a ge : . H ° } ’ 

Tue difcourfe, which the King made to the Parliament, was more fitted to work 
on their fears than their affections. He repeated indeed, and with great folemnity,. 
the promife- which he had made before the privy. council, of governing according: 
to the law rvi {tablifhed religi 

e laws, and of preferving the eftablithed religion: But at the fame time he 


5 told 
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told them, that he pofitively expected they would fettle his revenue, and during Chap. T. 
life too, as in the time of his brother. ** I might ufe many arguments,” faid he, *°”> 
** to inforce this demand, the benefit of trade, the fupport of the navy, the ne- 
“* ceffity of the Crown, and the well-being of the government itfelf, which I muft 
‘¢ not fuffer to be precarious: But I am confident, that your own confideration 
‘* and your fenfe of what is juft and reafonable will fuggeft to you whatever on 
“* this occafion might be enlarged upon. There is indeed one popular argument,” 
added he, ** which may be urged againft compliance with my demand: Men 
“may think, that by feeding me from time to time with fuch fupplies as they 
‘¢ think convenient, they will better fecure frequent meetings of Parliament: But 
“* as this is the firft time I {peak to you from the throne, I muft plainly tell you, 
‘* that fuch an expedient would be very improper to employ with me, and that 
‘* the beft way to engage me to meet you often is always to ufe me well.” 


Ir was eafy to interpret this language of the King. He plainly intimated, 
that he had reffources in his prerogative for fupporting the government, indepen- 
dant of their fupplies; and that fo: long as they complied with his demands, he 
would have recourfe to them ; but that any ill ufage on their part would fet him 
free from thoe meafures of government, which he feemed to regard more as 
voluntary than as neceffary. It muft be confeffed, that no Parliament in England 
was ever placed in a more critical fituation, nor where more forcible arguments 
could be urged, either for their oppofition or compliance. 

Ir was faid on the one hand, that jealouly of royal power was the very bafis ofp... ve 
the Englifh conftitution, and the principle to which the nation was beholden for aljand again# a 
that liberty, which they enjoy above the fubjects of other monarchies. ‘That this 5 tite. = 
jealoufy, tho’, at different periods, it may be more or lefs intenfe, can never fafely 
be laid afleep, even under the beft and wifeft Princes. hit the character of the 
prefent Sovereign afforded caufe for the higheft vigilance, by reafon of the arbi- 
trary principles, which he had imbibed; and ftill more, by reafon of his religious zeal, 
which it is impoffible for him ever to gratify, without afluming more authority thay 
the conftitution allows him. That power is to be watched in its very firft encroach- 
ments ; nor is any thing ever gained by timidity and fubmiffion. That every con- 
ceffion adds new force to ufurpation; and at the fame time, by difcovering the 
daftardly difpofitions of the people, infpires it with new courage and enterprize. 

That as arms were intrufted altogether in the hands of the Prince, no check re- 
mained upon him but the dependant condition of his revenues a fecurity therefore 
which it would be the moft egregious folly to abandon. That all the other barriers, 
which, of late years, had been erected againft arbitrary power, would be found, 
without this capital article, to be rather pernicious and deftructive. ‘That new 
Vor. IL. Cece limitations 
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limitations in the conftitution ftimulated the Monarch’s inclination to furmount the 
laws, and required frequent meetings of Parliament, in order to repair all the, 
breaches, which either time or violence may have made upon that complicated 
fabric. That recent experience during the reign of the late King, a Prince who 
wanted neither prudence nor moderation, had fufficiently proved the folidity of 
all thefe maxims. - That his Parliament, having rafhly fixed his revenue for life, 
and at the fame time repealed the triennial bill, found that they themfelves were 
no longer of importance, and that liberty, not protected by. national affemblies,, 
was expofed to. every outrage and violation. And that the more openly the 
King made an unreafonable demand, the more obftinately ought it to be refufed ;- 
fince it is evident, that his purpofe in making it cannot poflibly be juftifiable. 

On the other hand it was urged, that the rule of watching the very firft en- 
croachments of power could only have place, where the oppofitien to it might be 
regular, peaceful and legal. ‘That tho’ the refufal of the King’s prefent demand 
might feem-to be of this nature, yet in reality it involved confequences, which. 
Jed much.farther than at firft fight might be apprehended. ‘That the King-in his: 
fpeech had plainly intimated, that he bad reffources in his prerogative, which, in, 
cafe of oppofition from Parliament, he thought himfelf fully intitled to cP ORs: 
That ifthe Parliament openly difcovered an intention of reducing him to depen- 
dance, matters muft prefently be brought to a crifis, ata time the moft favourable- 
to his caufe, which his moft fanguine wifhes could ever have promifed him, That, 
if we caft our eyes abroad, to.the ftate of affairs on the continent, to.the fituation: 
of Scotland and Ireland 5 or, what is of more importance, if we confider the difpo-. 
fition of men’s minds.at home, every circumftance. would be found adverfe to the 


~ caufe of liberty. That the country party, during the late reign, by their violent, 


and in, many refpects. unjuftifiable meafures: in Barhentens, by their defperate at-. 
tempts out of Parliament, had expofed their principles to. public hatred, and had: 
excited extreme jealoufy in all the Royalifts and zealous churchmen, who now-. 
formed the bulk of the nation, That it would not be acceptable to that party to. 
fee this King: worfe. treated than his brother in point of revenue, or any attempts. 
made to keep the Crown.in dependance... That they thought Parliaments as lia-. 
ble to abufe as. Monarchy,. andodelired not to: fee things in a fituation, where. the 
King could not, if he found_it requifite, either prorogue or diffolve them... That- 
if the prefent Parliament, by making great conceflions, could. gain. the King’s. 
confidence, and-engage him.to obferve the promiles. now given them, every thing 
would by gentle methods fucceed to their wifhes,,. That if, on the contrary,. after. 
fuch inftances of compliance, he formed any defign. on the liberties and religion of 
the nation, he would inthe eyes of all mankind render. himfelf entirely, inexcufable,, 
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and the whole people would join in Oppofition to him, That refiftante could fcarce Chap. ! 
be attempted twice’; and there was therefore the greater neceflity of waiting till 
time and incidents had ptepared the minds of the nation for it. That the King’s 
prejudices in favour of popery, tho’ in the main pernicious, yet were fo far for- 
tunate, that they rendered the connexion infeparable betwixt the’nationa! religion 
and national liberty. And that if any illegal attempts were afterwards made, 
the church, which was at prefent the chief fecurity of the Crown, would furely 
catch the alarm, and would foon difpofe the people to an effectual refiftance. 

Tuese laft reafons, fortified by the prejudices and affections of party, pre- 
vailed in Parliament ; and the Commons, befides thanks for the King’s fpeech, 
voted unanimoufly, that they would fettle on the prefent King during his life all the 
revenue enjoyed by the late King at the time of his deceafe. That they might not 
detraét from this generofity by any fymptoms of diftruft, they alfo voted unani- 
moufly, that the Houfe entirely relied on his Majefty’s royal word and repeated 
declarations to fupport the religion of the church of England: But they added, 
that that religion was deater to them than their lives. The fpeaker, in prefenting 
the revenue-bill, took care to inform the King of the Commons’ vote with regard 
to religion ; but could not, by fo fignal a proof of confidence, extort from him 
one word, in favour of that religion, on which, he told his Majefty, they fet fo 
high a value. Notwithftanding the grounds of fufpicion, which this filence 
afforded, the Houfe continued in the fame liberal difpofition. The King having 
demanded a farther fupply for the navy and other purpofes, they revived thofe 
duties on wines and vinegar, which had been once enjoyed by the late King ; and 
they added fome impofitions on tobacco and fugar. This grant amounted on the 
whole to about fix hundred thoufand pounds a year. . 
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Tue Houfe of Lords were in a humour no Jefs compliant. They even went 
fome lengths towards breaking in pieces all the remains of the popifh plot; that 
once formidable engine of bigotry and faction. 

A urrte before the meeting of Parliament, Oates had been tried for perjury Oates con- 
on two indiétinents. One for fwearing, that he was prefent at a confult of jefuites in victed of per. 
London the twenty-fourth of April, 1679 : Another for {wearing, that father i 
land was in London between the eighth and twelfth of Auguft and on the beginning 
of September the fame year. Never criminal was convicied on fuller and more un- 
dotibted evidence. Two and twenty perfons, who had been ftudents at St. 
-Omers, moft of them men of credit and family, gave evidence, that Oates had 
entered into that feminary about Chriftmas in the preceding year, and had never 
been abfent but one night, till the month of July following. Forty-feven wit- 
neffes, perfons alfo of untainted character, fwore that father Ireland, on the third 
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Chap. I. of Aupuft, had gone to Staffordhhire, where he remained till the middle of Sep- 
tember; and, what fome years before would have been regarded as a very. ma- 
terial circumftance, nine of thefe witneffes were Proteftants of the church of 
England. —Oates’s fentence was to be fined a thoufand marks on each indictment, 
to be whipped on two different days from Aldgate to Newgate, and from New- 
gate to Lyburn, to be imprifoned during life, and to be pilloried five times every 
year. The impudence of the man fupported itfelf under the conviction, and his 
Courage under the punifhment, He made folemn appeals to Heaven, and protefta- 
tions of the veracity of his teftimony : Tho’ the whipping was fo cruel, that it 
was evidently the intention of the Court to put him to death by that punifhment, 
he was enabled, by the care of his friends, to recover : And he lived to King Wil- 
liam’s reign; when he had a penfion of four hundred pounds 4 year conferred on 
him. A confiderable number ftill adhered to him in his diftrefles, and regarded 
him as the martyr of the proteftant caufe. The populace were affected with the 
fight of a punifhment, more fevere than is commonly exercifed in England. And 
the fentence of perpetual imprifonment was efteemed illegal. 

Tue conviction of Oates’s perjury was taken notice of by the Houfe of Peers, 
Befides freeing the popith lords, Powis, Arundel, Bellafis, and Tyrone, together 
with Danby, from the former impeachment by the Commons, they went fo far as 
to vote a reverfal of Stafford’s attainder, on account of the falfhood of that evi- 
dence, on which he had been condemned. This bill fixed fo deep a ftain on the 
former proceedings of the exclufionifts, that it met with great oppolition among 
the Lords ; and it was at laft, after one reading, dropped by the Commons. Tho? 
the reparation of injuftice be the fecond honour, which a nation can attain ; the pre- 
{ent emergence feemed very improper for granting fo full a juftification of the 
catholics, and throwing fo fignal an imputation on the Proteftants, 
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ical Tue courfe of parliamentary proceedings was interrupted by the news of Mon- 

invafion. | mouth’s arrival on the weft coaft with three fhips from Holland. No fooner was 
this intelligence conveyed to the Parliament, than they voted, that they would 
adhere to his Majefty with their lives and fortunes. They pafied a bill of attainder 
againft Monmouth: and they granted a fupply of four hundred thoufand pounds 
for iuppreffing this rebellion. After having thus ftrengthened the hands of the 
King, they adjourned themfelves. 

Monmoutn, when ordered to depart the kingdom, during the late reign, had 
retired to Holland; and as it was well-known, that he was ftill much favoured by 
his indulgent father, all marks of honour and diftin@ion were beftowed upon him 
by the Prince of Orange. After the acceflion of James, the Prince thought 


proper to difmifs Monmouth and all his followers; and that illuftrious fugitive 
retired 
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retirec to Bruffels. Finding himfelf ftill purfued by the King’s feverity, he ‘was Chap. I. 
pufhed, contrary to his judgment as well as inclination, to make a very rath and = 1°85- 
premature attempt upon England. THe faw that the King had lately mounted the 
Throre, not only without oppofition, but feemingly with the good will and affec- 
tions cf his fubjects.. A Parliament was fitting, which difcovered the greateit dif- 
pofition to comply with the Court, and whofe adherence to the Crown, he knew, 
would give great fanction and authority to all public meafures. The grievances 
of this reign were hitherto inconfiderables and the people were not as yet in a dif- 
pofition to remark them with great feverity. All thefe confiderations oceurred to 
Monmouth; but fuch was the impatience of his followers, fuch the precipitate 
humotr of Argyle, who fet outfor Scotland a little before him, that no reafons could 
be attended to; and this unhappy man. was drove upon his fate. 

Tur imprudence, however, of this enterprize did notat firft appear. Tho? on ttth of June, 
his landing at Lime in Dorfethhire, he had fearce a hundred followers ; fo popular 
was his name, that in four days he had affembled above two thoufand horfe and 
foot. They were indeed, almoft all of them, the lowett of the people; and his de 
claraticn was chiefly calculated to fuit the prejudices of the vulgar, or the moft 
bigotted of the whig-party. He called the King, Duke of Yorke ; and denomi- 
nated him a traitor, a tyrant, a murderer, a popifh ufurper. He imputed to him 
the freof London, the murder of Godfrey and of Effex, nay the poifoning the late 
King. And he invited all the people to join in oppofition to his tyranny. 

Tue duke of Albermarle, fon to him who had reftored the Royal Family, fum- 
moned together the militia of Devonfhire to the number of 4000 men, and took 
poft at Axminfler, in order to oppofe the rebels; but obferving, that his troops 
bore a great affection to Monmouth, he thought proper. to retire. Monmouth» 
tho’ he had formerly given manyfignal proofs of perfonal courage, had not the vigour 
of minc requifite for an undertaking of this nature. From an ill-grounded diffi- 
dence of his men, he neglected to attack Albemarle; an eafy enterprize, by which 
he might both have acquired credit and fupplied himfelf with arms. Lord Grey, 
who commanded his horfe, difcovered himfelf to be a notorious coward ; yet fuch 
was thefoftnefs of Monmouth’s nature, that Grey was ftill continued in his com- 
mand. Fletcher of Salton, a Scotchman, a perfon of fignal probity and fine genius, 
had beea engaged by his republican principles in this enterprize, and commanded 
the cavelry together with Grey : But being infulted by one, who had newly joined 
the army, and whofe horfe he had in a hurry made ufe of, he was prompted by paf- 
fion, towhich he was much fubjeét, to difcharge a piftol at the man ; and he killed 


him onthe fpot. This accident obliged him immediately to leave the camp; 
and 
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and the lofs of fo eallant an officer was a great prejudice to Monmouth’s: enter- 
prize. | 

Tue next ftation of the rebels was Taunton, a very difaffeéted town, ‘which 
gladly and even fondly received them, and re-inforced them with confiderable 
numbers. Twenty young maids of fome ratk prefented Monmouth with a pair 
of colours of their handiwork, together with a:copy of the bible. Monmouth was 
héré perfuaded to take upon him the title of King, and afferr the legitimacy of his 
birth ; a-claim, which he advanced in his firft declaration, but whofe difcuffion he 
was determined, he then faid, during fome time to poltpone. His numbers had 
now increafed to fix thoufand men ; and he was obliged every day, for want of 
arms, to difmifs a great many, who crowded to hi€ ftandard. He entered Bridge- 
water, Wells, rome ; and was proclaimed in all thefe places : ‘But forgetting, 
that fuch defperate enterprizes can only be rendered fuccefsful by the moft adven- 
turous courage, he allowed the expectations of the people to languifh, without 
attempting any confiderable undertaking. | : 


WurtEe Monmouth, by his imprudent and ill-timed caution, was thus wafting 
time in the weft, the King employed himfelf in making preparations to oppofe him. 
Six regiments of Britifh troops were called over from Holland: The army was 


confiderably augmented: And regular forces, to the number of 3000 men, were 


difpatched under the command of Feverfham-and Churchill, in order to check 
the progtefs of the rébels, 

Monmourn, obferving that'no confiderable men joined him, finding that an 
infurrection which was projected in the city had not taken place, hearing that Argyle, 
his confederate, was/already defeated and taken ; funk into fuch defpondency, that 
he had once refolved to withdraw himfelf, and leave his unhappy followers to their 
fate, ‘His followers expreffed more courage than their leader, and feemed deter- 
mined to ‘adhere to'him-in every fortune, ‘Thenegligent difpofition made by Fe- 
verfham, invited Monmouth to attack the King’s army at Sedgemoor near Bridge- 
water; and his men in this’action fhowed what’a’native courage and a prin- 
ciple of duty,*even’when unaffilted by difcipline, is able to perform. They made 
gteat impreffion on the veteran forces 3 drove them from their ground ; continued 
the fight till their ammunition failed them ; and would at laft have obtained’a vic- 
tory, had not the niifconduévof Monmouth and the cowardice of Grey prevented 
it, After‘a conteft of three’ hours, the rébels gave ways ‘and were followed with 
great flaughter. ‘About 1500 fell'in’ the battle and purfuit. And’ thus was con- 
cluded in-a few weeks this enterprize, rafhly undertaken, and feebly con- 
ducted, 
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Monmouts fled from the field of battle above twenty miles, till -his horfe: funk. 
under him. He then changed cloaths with a peafant, in order to conceal himfelf. 
The peafant was found by the purfuers, who now redoubled the diligence of their 
fearch, At laft, the unhappy Monmouth was difcovered, lying in the bottom of 
a ditch, and covered with fern: His body deprefled.with fatigue and hunger ; 
his mind by the memory of paft.misfortunes, by the profpect of future. difafters. 
Human. nature is unequal to fuch calamitous fituations; much, more, the temper 
of a man, fofcened by early profperity, and accuftomed to value:himielf chiefly on 
military bravery. He burft into tears, when feized by his enemies; and-he feemed 
{till to indulge the fond hope and defire of life. ‘Tho’ he might. have known, 
from the greatnefs of his own offences, and the feverity of James’s temper, that 
no mercy could be expected} he wrote him the moft fubmiffive letters, and con- 
jured him to fpare the blood. of a brother, who had ever been fo ftrongly:attached to 
his interefts. James, finding fuch fymptoms of. depreflion.andidefpondency in the 
unhappy prifoner, admitted him to his prefence, in hopes of extorting a:difcovery 
of his accomplices: But Monmouth would not. purchafe life, however loved; at 
the price of fo much,infamy. Finding all efforts vain, he aflumed: courage from 

lefpair, and. prepared himfelf for death, with a fpirit, better fuited to his rank and 

character, This favourite of the people was attended to the {caffold-with a plen- 
tiful effufion of tears. He warned the executioner not to fall into the error, 
which he had committed. in beheading Ruffel,, where it had been neceflary to 
redouble the blow. ‘This precaution ferved only to difmay the executioner. He 
ftruck.a feeble blow on Monmouth, who raifed his head. from the block, and 
looked him in the face, as if reproaching him. for his failure. He gently laid 
down his head a fecond time ; and-the executioner ftruck him again and again to 
no purpofe. Heat Jaft threw afide the ax, and cried out that he was incapable 
of finifhing the bloody office. The fheriff obliged him to renew the attempt ; 
and at two blows more the head was fevered from the body.. 


Tuus.perifhed in the thirty-fixth year of his age a nobleman, who, in lefs tur- 
bulent times, was well qualified to be an ornament to the Court, even to be fer- 
viceable to his country.. The favour of his Prince, the carefles of faction, the allure- 
ments of popularity, feduced him into enterprizes, which exceeded his capacity. 
‘The soodwill of the people: ftill followed him in every fortune... Even after his 
execution, their fond credulity flattered them with hopes of feeing him once more 
at their head: They believed, that the perfon executed was not Monmouth, but 
one, who, having the fortune to refemble him:nearly, was. willing to give this 
proof of his extreme attachment, and.to fuffer death in his. flead. 
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pie: I. Tuts victory, ‘obtained by the King in the commencement of his reign, 
1Op¢. 


? would naturally, had it *been prudently managed, have tended much to encreafe: 
his power and authority. But by reafon of the cruelty, with which it was profe- 
cuted, and of the temerity, which it afterwards occafioned, it was a principal 
caufe of his fudden ruin and downfall. 


Suen arbitrary principles had the Court inftilled into all its fervants, that Fe- 
verfham, immediately after the victory, hanged up above twenty prifoners ; 
and was proceeding in his executions, when the bifhop of Bath and Wells 
warned him, that thefe unhappy men were now by law entitled to a trial, and 
that their execution would’ be deemed a real murther. This remonftrance how- 

weeny fae ever did not ftop the lavage nature of colonel Kirke, a foldier of fortune, who 
had long ferved at Tangiers, and had contracted, from his habitudes with - 
the Moors, ‘an ‘inhumanity lefs known in Europzan and in free countries. At 
his firft entry into Bridgewater, he hanged nineteen without the leaft enquiry into 
the merits:of their caufe. As if to make fport with death, he ordered a certain 
number to be executed, while he and his company fhould drink to the King’s 
health, or to the queen’s, or to judge Jefferies’s, Obferving their feet to fhake 
in the agonies of death, he cried that he would give them mufic to their dancing ; 
and he immediately commanded the drums to beat and the trumpets to found, 
By way of experiment, he ordered one man to be hung up three times, queftioning 
him at every interval, whether he repented of his crime: But the man obftinately 
aflerting, that, notwithftanding all the paft, he would ftill willingly engage in the 
fame caufe, Kirke ordered him to be hung in-chains. One {tory, commonly told 
of him, is memorable for the treachery, as well as barbarity, which attended it. A 
young maid pleaded for the life of. her brother, and flung herfelf at Kirke’s feet, arm- 
ed with all the charms, which beauty and innocence, bathed in tears, could beftow 
upon her. The tyrant was inflamed with defire, not foftened into love or clemency, 
Fe promifed to grant her requeft, provided that fhe, in her turn, would be equally 
compliant to him, The maid yielded to the conditions: But after fhe had paffed 
the night with him, the wanton favage, next morning, fhowed her from the window 
her brother, the darling objeét for whom fhe had facrificed her virtue, hanged ona 
eibbet, which he had fecretly ordered to be there erected for his execution. Rageand 
defpair and indignation took poffeffion of her mind, and deprived her for ever of her 
fenfes. The whole inhabitants of that country, innocent as well as guilty, were ex- 
poied to the ravages of this barbarian. The loldiery were let. loofe to live on free 
quarter; and his own regiment, inflruéted by his example, and encouraged by his 
exhortations, diftinguifhed themfélves in a more particular manner by their outrages, 
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By way. of pe ntry; he ufed to:denominate them is /amds ; an appellation, which 
was long remembered with horror inthe weft of England. 


Tue cruel Jefferies fucceeded after fome interval; and fhowed the people, that 
the rigours of the law might-equal, if not exceed, the ravages of military tyranny. 
This man, who wantoned in cruelty, had already given a fpecimen of his brutal na- 
ture in many trials, where he had eelided ; and he now fet out with a favage joy 
as to a full harveft-of death and deftruclion. He began at Dorchefter’s. and thirty 
rebels being arraigned, hé exhorted them, but-in vain, to fave him, by their free 
confeffion, the trouble of trying them : “And when twenty-nine were found guilty, 
he ordered them, as an additional: punifhment of their difobedience, to be led to 
immediate execution. Moft of the other. prifoners, terrified with this example, 
pleaded guilty; and no lefs thantwo hundred and ninety-two received fentence at 
Dorchefter. Of thefe eighty were executed. Exeter was the next ftage of his 
cruelty: Two hundred and forty-three were there tried, of whom a great number 
were condemned and executed. He alfo opened his commiffion-at Taunton and 
Wells ;. andevery where carried terror and aftonifhment along withhim. Thejuries 
were fo ftruck with his menaces, that th ley gave their verdict with Pricipastion, and. 
many innocent perfons were involved withthe guilty. . And on the whole, befides 
thofe butchered by the military commanders, two hundred and fifty-one aré com- 
puted to have fallen by the hand-of juftice. The whole country was ftrowed with 
the heads and limbs of traitors. - Every village almoft beheld the dead carcafs of a 
wretched inhabitant. And:all the rigours of juftice, unabated by any appearance 
of clemency, were fully difplayed to the people by the inhuman Jeff fferies: 


Or all the executions during this difmal period, the moft remarkable were 


thofe of Mrs. Gaunt and Lady Lifle, who had been accufed of harbouring traitors. 


Mrs. Gaunt was an Anabaptilt, noted for her beneficence, which fhe extended to 


% ] i ‘ = + Be FESS oe,*: : 
perfons of all profeffions and perfwafions. One of the rebels, knowing her hu- 
mane character, had recourfe to her in his diftrefs, and was -conceaicd , 

> = . . ‘T° 5 7 — oa ~ 
Hearing of the proclamation, which offered an indemnity and rewards to fuch 
and bore evidence 


as difcovered criminals, he bafely betrayed his euabitticks: and 
againft her. He received a pardon for his treachery ; fhe was burned alive for he 


charity. 
Lapy Liste was widow of one-of the Regicides, who 
and authority’ unde : and who Hating fled, after 
zunne in S iifferland, + was there afiaffinated by three Jrifh ruffans, who hoped to 
I 7 widow was now -profe- 
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prifoner plead, that thefe criminals had been put into no proclamation, had been 
convicted by no verdict ; nor could any man be denominated a traitor, till the fen- 
tence of fomelegal court was pafled upon him: That it appeared not by any proof, 
that fhe was fo much as acquainted with the guilt of the perfons, or had heard of 
their joining the rebellion of Monmouth: That tho’ fhe might be obnoxious on 
account of her family, it was well known, that her heart was ever loyal, and that 
no perfon in England had fhed more tears for that fatal event, 1n which her hufband 
had unfortunately borne too great a fhare: And that the fame principles, which 
fhe herfelf had ever embraced, fhe had carefully inftilled into her fon,and had, at 
that very time, fent him to fight againft thofe rebels, whom fhe was now accufed of 
harbouring. Tho’ thefe arguments moved not the inhuman Jefferies, they had in- 
fluence on the jury. “Iwice they feemed inclined to bring in a favourable verdi& - 
They were as often fent back with menaces and reproaches ; and at laft were con- 
{trained to give fentence againft the prifoner. Notwithftanding all applications 
for pardon, the cruel fentence was executed. The King faid, that he had given 
Jefferies a promife not to pardon her: An excufe, which could ferve only to ag- 
gravate the blame againft himfelf. 3 

Ove might have hoped, that, by all thefe bloody executions, a rebellion, fo 
precipitate, fo ill-fupported, and of fuch fhort duration, would have been {ufii- 
ciently expiated: But nothing could fatiate the fpirit of rigour, which poffeffed the 
adminiftration. Even thofe multitudes, who received pardon, were obliged to. 
attone for their guilt by fines, which reduced them to beggary; or where their 
former poverty made them incapable of payment, they were condemned to cruel 
whippings or fevere imprifonments. Nor could the innocent efcape the hands, 
equally rapacious as cruel, of the chief juftice. -Prideaux, a gentleman of Devon- 
thire, being thrown into prifon, and terrified with the fevere and arbitrary mea- 
fures, which at that time met with no controu!, was obliged to buy his liberty of 
Jefferies at the price’ of fifteen thoufand pounds; tho’ he could never fo much as 
jearn the crime of which he was accufed, 


GoopEnoucn, the feditious under-fheriff of London, who had been engaged in 
the moft bloody and defperate part of the Rye-houfe confpiracy, was taken prifoner 
after the battle of Sedgemoor, and was refolved to fave his own life, by an accufa- 
tion of Cornifh, the fheriff, whom he knew to be extremely obnoxious to the 
Court. Colonel Rumfey joined him in the accufation; and the profecution was 
fo haftened, that the prifoner was tried, condemned, and executed in the {pace of 
a week. The perjury of the witnefles appeared immediately after ; and the King 
{cemed to regret the execution of Cornifh. He granted his eftate to his family, 
and condemned the witnefles to perpetual imprifonment. 

THe 


Tue injuftice of this fentence againft Cornifh, was not required to difguft the Chap. I. 
nation againft the Court: The continued rigour and cruelty of the other executions 
had already impreffed an univerfal hatred towards the mimifters of juftice, attended 
with a compaffion for the unhappy fufferers, who, as. they had been feduced into 
this crime by miftaken principles, bore their punifhment with the {pirit and zeal of 
martyrs, The people might have been willing on this occafion to diftingu:th be- 
tween the King and his minifters : But care was taken to prove, that they had done 
nothing but what was agreeable to their mafter. Jefferies, on his return, was 
immediately, for thofe eminent fervices, created a peer; and was foon after vefted 
with the dignity of chancellor. No body could then doubt but the King intended 
to rule more by fear than love, and that he was not averfe to the cruelties which 
had been practifed. 

We muft now take a view of the ftate of affairs in Scotland; where the fate of State of affairs 
Argyle had been decided before that of Monmouth. Immediately-after the King’s” Scotland. 
acceffion, a Parliament had been fummoned at Edinburgh ; and all.affairs were 
there conducted by the duke of Queenfbery the commiffioner, ‘and the earl of 
Perth the chancellor.. The former had refolved to make an entire furrender of the 
liberties of his country; but was determined ftill to adhere to its religion: The 
latter entertained no f{cruples of paying court even by the facrifice of both. But 
no courtiers, even the moft proftitute, could go farther than the Parliament itfelf, 
towards a refignation of their liberties. In a vote, which they called an offer of 
duty, after adopting the fabulous hiftory of an hundred and eleven Scotch Mo- 
narchs, they acknowleged, that all thefe Princes, by the firft and fundamental law 
of the ftate, had been vefted with a. /olid and abjolute authority. They declared 
their abhorrence of all principles and pofitions, derogatory to the King’s facred, 
fupreme, fovereign, abfolute power, of which none, they faid, whether fingle 
perfons or collective bodies, can participate, but in dependance on him and by 
commiffion from him. They promifed, that the whole nation, betwixt fixty and 
fixteen, fhall be in readinefs for his Majefty’s fervice, where and as oft as it fhall be 
his royal pleafure to requirethem. And they annexed the whole excife both of in- 
land and foreign commodities for ever to the Crown. 
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Axt the other acts of this aflembly favoured of the fame fpirit. They declared it 
high treafon for any perfon to refufe the teft, if tendered by the council. Todefend 
the obligation of the covenant, fubjeéted a perfon to the fame penalty. To be prefent 
at any conventicle, was made punifhable with death and confifcation of goods. Even 
fuch as refufed to give teftimony, either in cafes of treafon or nonconformity, were 
declared equally punifhable as if guilty of thofe very crimes: An excellent prelude 
to all the rigours of an inquifitions It mutt be confefied; that nothing could equal the 
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Chap. abjeCtofervility of the:Scotch nation during this period but the arbitrary feverity of 


108 ¢, a : 
’ the adminiftration. 
Argyle’s in- Ir’ was in vain; that Argyle fummoned a nation, fo loft to all fenfe of liberty, 
vafion, 


fo deotaded by repeated indignities, to rife in vindication of their violated laws and 
privileges. The greater part of thofe who declared for him, were his owh vafials ; 
men, who, if poflible, were ftill more funk in flavery than the reft of the vation 
He arrived, after a profperous voyage, in Argylethire, attended by fome fugitives 
from Holland ; andamong the reft, by Sir Patric Hume, a man of mild difpofitions, 
who had been driven to this extremity by a continued train of oppreffion. Th 
privy council was apprized of Argyle’s intentions. The whole militia of the 
Kingdom, to the number of twenty-two thoufand men, were already. in arms ;. and 
a third part of them, with all the regular forces, were on.their march to oppofe 
him, © Allthe confiderable entry of ‘his clan were thrown into prifon. Anc 
two, fhips of war were on the coaft to watch his motions.’ Under all threfe diféou: 
ragements he yet made-a fhift, partly from terror, partly from affection, to collé@ 
and arm a body of about two thoufand five hundred men; but foon found him: 
felf furrounded on all fides with infuperable difficilties, His arms and ammuni- 
tion were feized'’> His provifions cut off: The marquefs of Athole prefféd him on. 
one fide; lord Charles Murray on another; the duke of Gordon hung upon his. 
defeat, * ‘Fear; the earl of Dunbarton met him in front. His followers daily fell’ of from. 
him ; but Argyle, refolute to perfevere, broke at laft with the fhattered remains 
of his troops into the difaffe€ted part of the low countries, which he had endea- 
voured to allure to him by declarations for the covenant. No perfon fhowed ei- 
ther courage or, inclination to join him; and his {mall and ftill decreafing army, 
after wandering about fora little time, was at laft defeated ahd diflolved without. 
andexecu- anenemy. Aroyle himfelf was feized and carried to Edinburgh 5 where, after 
tion. enduring many indignities with a gallant fpirit, he was publicly executed, Hé 
fuffered upon the former unjuft fentence, which had been pafled upon him. The 
reft of his followers either efcaped or were pardoned ; all except Rombold and 
Ayloffe, two Englifhmen, who had attended him on this expedition. 
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oth of No- Tue King was fo elated with this continued tide of profperity, that he began to. 
vember. undervalue even an Enelith Parliament, at all times formidable to his family. ; 


Parli t. 2 4 
eek ATR: Ee tte fpeech to both Houfes, whom he had affembled early in the winter, 


he feemed to think himfelf exempted from all. rules of prudence or neceffity of 
diffimulation. He plainly told them, that the militia, which had formerly been fo 
much magnified, was now found, by the experience of’ the laft rebellion, to be 
altogether ufelefs ; and he required a new fupply, in order to maintain thofe addi- 
tional forces, which he had levied. He alfo took notice, that he had employed'a - 
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great many catholic officers, and that»he had,an their favour, difpenfed with: the 
law, requiring the teft to be taken by every one who pofiefled any public ofhee, 
And_to cut fhort all oppofition, he declared, that, having reaped the benefit. of 
their fervice during fuch times of danger, he was Jeiecaiiak neither to expofe 
them afterwards to difgrace, nor himfelf, in cafe of another rebellion, to the want 
of their affiftance. 


Sucu violent averfion did this Parliament bear to oppofition ; fo great dread 


had been inftilled of the conte equences atten ding ‘any breath with the King; that 
it is probable, had he practifed his difpenfing power without declaring it, no enqui- 
ries would have been made, and time might have reconciled the nation to this dan- 
serous exercife of the prerogative. But to invade at once their conititution, to 
threaten their religion, to eftablifh a ft: oe army, and even to require them, by 
their concurrence, to contribute towards all-thefe mea‘ures, exceeded the bounds of 
their patience, and they began, for the Grit t time; to difplay fome fmallremains of 
Englifh fpirit and penerofity. When the King’s: fpeech«was taken into confide- 
ration by the Commons, many fevere reflections were thrown out againft the pre- 
fent meafures ; and the Houfe was with feemine difficulty eneaged to promule in 
a general vote, that they would grant fome fupply. But inftead of finifhing that 
bufinefs,; which could alone render'them acceptable to the King, they proceeded 
to examine the difpenfing POwes's ; and they v voted an addrefs to the King again! 
it:: Before this acidinetp was prefented, they refumed the confideration of the 
ply; and as one million two hundred thoufand pounds were demanded by the 
Court, and two hundred thoufand pounds propofed by the patsiots, a middle courfe 
was chofen, and feven hundred thoufand pounds, after fome difpute, were at laft 
voted. The addrefs againft the difpenfing power. was expreffed in the moft re- 
fpectful and fubmifive manner; yet was it very ul received by th 

anfwer contained a flat denial, uttered with as rt warmth and vehemence, The 
Commons were fo daunted with.this rep ly, chat they kept filence along time; and 
when Coke,,member for Derby, rofe up. an be Ben 28 sare we are all Enelifh- 
“< men, and not to. be frighted with a fe w bard words:” So little fpirit appeared 
in that affembly, often fo refractory and mutinous, that they fent him to the 
Tower for bluntly expreffing a free and generous fentiment. ‘They adjourned, 
without fixing a day for the confideration ‘of his gee. anfwer; and on their 
next meeting, they very fubmiffively proceeded to the confideration of the fupply; 
and even went fo far as to vote, that three hundred thoufand pounds i the {um 
propofed fhould be annually levied for nine years anda halfenfuing. ‘The King, 
therefore, had in effect, almoft without ftruggle or violence, obtained a rotal 


victory over the Commons; and they were contented to grant at once what 
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nap . would, during fo longa time, have fupplied all the neceffities of the government, 
Y85"° have rendered their farther meeting ufelefs, and even have rivetted their own chaing 
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upon them. | 

THe next oppofition came from the Houfe of Peers, which has. not commonly 
taken the lead on thefe occafions, and even from the bench of bifhops, whence the 
Court ufually expeéts the greateft complaifance and fubmiffion.. The upper Houfe 
had been engaged, in the firit days of the feflion, to give general thanks for the 
King’s {peech ; ; by which compliment they were unde -rftood, according to the prac- 
tice of that time, to have acquiefced i inevery part of it: Yet notwithftanding that 
itep, Compton, bifhop of London, ia his own name and that of his brethren, 
moved that a day fhould be appointed for taking the fpeech into confideration: 
THe was feconded by Halifax, Nottingham, and Mordaunt, — Jefferies, the chan- 
cellor, oppofed this motion; and f-emed inclined to ufe in that Houfethe fame 
brutal arrogance, to which on the bench he had fo long been accuftomed:: But he 
was foon taught to know his place; and he proved, by his behaviour, that infos 
lence, when sient naturally finks into meannefs and cowardice, The bifhop 
of London’s motion prevai'ed, 3 

Tue King might reafonably- have prefumed, that even if the Peers fhould fo far 
recover courage as to make an application again{t his difpenfing power, the fame 
fteddy anfwer, which he had given the Commons, would make them relapfe into 
the fame timidity ; and he might by that means have obtained a very confiderable 
fupply, without making any conceffions in return. But fo imperious was his tem- 
per, fo lofty the idea which he had entertained of his own authority, fo Violent the 
ichemes fuggefted by his own bigotry and that of his priefts; that, without any 
delay, without waiting for any farther provocation, he immediately proceeded toa 
prorogation. He es titined the Parliament during a year and a half by four more 
prorogations ; but having in vain tried by feparate applications to break the ob- 
{tinacy of the leading members, he at laft diffolved that affembly. And as it was 
plainly impoffible for him to find among his proteftant fubjeéts a fet of men more 
devoted to royal authority, it was univerfally concluded, that he intended thence- 
forth to govern entirely wichout Parliaments. 

Never King mounted the throne of England with greater advantages than 


James 3; nay, pofiefied ¢ greater facility, if wits were any advantage, of rendering 
himfelf and his pofterity "ablolute : : But all thefe fortunate circttifistnees tended only; 


by his own mifconduct, to bring more fudden ruin upon him. The nation 

‘ feemed difpofed of themfeives to refign their liberties into his hands, had he not,. 
at the fame time, made an attempt upon their religion: And he might even have 
fucceeded in furmounting at once their liberties and religion, had he conduéted 
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his fchemes with common prudence and difcretion. Openly to declare to the 
Parliament, fo early in his reign, his intention to difpenfe with the tefts, the great 
barrier againft popery, ftruck an univerfal alarm thro’ the nation; infufed terror 
into the church, which had hitherto been the chief fupport of Monarchy ; and even 
difgufted the army, by whofe means alone he could now propofe to govern. The 
former horror againft popery was revived by polemical books and fermons, 
and in every difpute the victory feemed to be gained by the proteftant divines, 
who were heard with more favourable ears, and who conducted the controverfy 
with more learning and eloquence. But another incident happened at this time, 
which tended extremely to excite the animofity of the nation againft the catholic 
communion. 

Lewis the fourteenth, after having long harraffed-and molefted the Proteftants, 
at laft revoked entirely the edict of Nantz; which had been enacted by Harry the 
fourth for fecuring them the exercife of their religion ; which had been declared ir- 
revocable ; and which, during the experience of near a century, had been attended 
with no fenfible inconvenience.. All the iniquities, infeparable from perfecution, 
were exercifed againft thofe unhappy religionifts; who became obftinate in pro- 
portion to the oppreffions which they fuffered, and either covered under a feigned 
converfion a more violent abhorrence to the catholic communion, or fought among 
foreign nations for that liberty, of which they were bereaved in their native country, 
Above half a million of the moft ufeful and induftrious fubjects deferted France ; 
and exported, together with immenfe fums of money, thofe arts and manufactures, 
which had chiefly tended hitherto to enrich that kingdom. . They propagated 
every where the moft tragical accounts of the tyranny, exercifed againft them, and 
revived among the Proteftants all thofe fentiments of the bloody and perfecuting 
fpirit of popery, to which fo many incidents in all ages had given too much foun- 
dation. Near fifty thoufand refugees paffed over into England; and all men were 
difpofed from their reprefentations to fofter the utmoft horror againift the projects, 
which they apprehended to be entertained by the King for the abolition of the 
proteftant religion. When a Prince of fo much humanity and of fuch fignal pru- 


dence as Lewis could be engaged, by the bigotry of his religion alone, without any. 
provocation, to embrace fuch fanguinary and impolitic meafures,; what might be 
dreaded, they afked, from James, who was fo much inferior in thefe virtues, and 
who had already been irritated by fuch obftinate and violent oppofition? In vain 
did the King affect to throw the higheft blame on the perfecutions of France: In 
vain did he afford the moft real protection and affiftance to the diftreffed Hugo- 
nots. All thefe fymptoms of toleration weré regarded as fallacious ; oppofite to: 

the 
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the avowed principles Of his fect, and believed by the fevere adminifiration, which 
he himfelf had exercifed again{t the Nonconformifts in Scotland. 
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Tue fmalleft.approach towards the introduction of popery, muft, in the prefent 
difpofition of the people, have afforded reafon of jealoulfy; much more fo wide a 
ftep as that of difpenfing with. the tefts, the fole fecurity which the nation, being 
difappointed of the exclufion-bill, found provided againft thofe dreaded innova, 
tions. Yet was the Kingrefolute to perfeverein his purpofe; and having failedin 
bringing over the Parliament, he made an attempt, with more fucceis, for efta- 
blithing the difpenfing power, by a verdict of his judges. Sir Edward. Hales, a 
new profelyte, had accepted a commiffion of colonel; and directions were given 
to his coachman to profecute -+him forthe penalty of five hundred pounds, which 
the Jaw, ef-ablifhing the tefts; had granted to.informers. By this feigned action, 
the King hoped, both from the authority of the decifion, and the reafon of the 
thing, to put an end to all queftions with regard to his difpenfing power. 

Ir could not be expected, that the lawyers, appointed to plead again{ft Hales, 
would exert great force on that-occafion: But the caufe was regarded with fuch 
anxiety by the public, that it has been thorowly difcuffed in feveral elaborate dif- 
courfes *; and‘could men diveft themfelves of prejudice, there want not fufficient 
materials, on which to form atrue judgment. The claim and exercife of the 
difpenfing power is allowed to be very antient in England; and tho’ it feems at 
firft to have been copied from papal ufurpations, it may plainly be traced up as 
hich as the reign of Henry the-third. In the gothic government, men were more 
anxious to lecure their private property than to fhare in the public adminiitration ; 
and provided no innovations were attempted on their rights and pofiefiions, the 
care of executing the laws, and enfuring general fafety was without jealouly en- 
trufted to the Sovereign. Penal ftatutes we-e commonly intended to arm the 


Prince with more authority for that purpofe; and being in the main calculated for: 


promoting ais influence and intereft ‘as firft magiftrate, there feemed no danger in 
allowing him to difpenfe with their execution, in fuch particular cafes as might re- 
quire an exception or indulgence. That praétice had fo much prevailed, that the 
Parliament itfelf had more than once acknowleged this prerogative of the Crown ; 
particularly during the reign of Henry the fifth, when they enacted the Jaw againft 


aliens +, anc alfo when they paffed the ftatute of proviforst. Buttho’ the general 
| tenor 


* Particularly Sir Edward Herbert's defence in the State Trials, and Sir Rebert, Atkins’s Enquiry 


: r ee . DB. 5 ie nae ee 2 P- ; Ja del 
concerning the difpeniing power. + Rot. Parl. 1. Hen, V. n. xv, { Rot Parl. 1. 
Hen, 
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tenor of the penal ftatutes was fuch as gave the King a fuperiorintereft in their 
execution beyond any of his fubjects; it could not but fometimes haspen in a mixed 
government, that the Parliament would defire to enact laws, by which the regal 
power, in fome particulars, even where private property was not immediately con- 
cerned, might be regulated and reftrained. Inthe twenty-third of Henry the fixth, 
a law of this kind was enacted, prohibiting any man to ferve in a county as fheriff 
above a year; and a claufe was inferted, by which the King wis difabled from 
granting a difpenfation. Plain reafon might have taught, that jhis law at. leaft 
fhould be exempted from the King’s prerogative: But as.the difpenfing power 
{till prevailed in other cafes, it was foon able, aided by the fervility of the courts 
of judicature, even to overpower this ftatute, which the legiflature had evidently 
intended to fecute againift all violation. In the reign of Henry the feventh,. the 
cafe was brought to a. trial before all the judges in the Exchequer-chamber;. and 
it was decreed, that, notwithftanding the ftrict claufe abovementioned, the King 
might difpenfe with the ftatute: He could firft, it was alleged, dfpenfe with the 
prohibitory claufe, and then with the ftatute itfelf. . This opinion of the judges, 
however abfurd, had ever fince pafied for undoubted law: The piactice of conti- 
nuing the fheriffs had ever prevailed: And moft of the property of England had 
been fixed by decifions, which juries, returned by fuch fheriffs, hid given in the 
courts of judicature. Many other difpenfations of a like nature may be produced; 
not only fuch as took place by intervals, but fuch as were uniformly continued, 
Thus the law was difpenfed with which prohibited any man to go ajudge of affize 
into his own county; that which rendered all Welchmen incapable of offices 
in Wales; that which required every one, who -received.a pardon for felony, to 
find fureties for his. good behaviour. In the fecond-of James the firft, a new 
confultation of all the judges had been held in the Exchequer-chamber upon a like 
gueftion: This prerogative of the Crown was again unanimoufly confirmed * : 
And it became an eftablifhed principle in Englith jurifprudence, that, tho’ the 
King could not allow of what was morally unlawful, he could permit what was 
only prohibited by pofitive ftatute-+. Even the jealous Houfe of Commons, 
which extorted the petition of right, made no fcruple, by the mouth of Glanville, 
their manager, to allow of the difpenfing power to its full extent; and in the 

Vor. Il, | Eee famous 


- 
* 


Hen. V.n. xxii.. It is remarkable, however, that in the reign of Richard the fecoid, the Parliament 
granted the King only a temporary power of difpenfing with the ftatute of provifor. Rot. Parl. 15, 


Rich. I. n. i. A plain implication that he had not, of himfelf, fach a prerogative. So uncertain were - 


many of thefe points at that time. 
* Sir Edward Coke’s Reports, feventh report. + See the Extracts from Tovnfhend’s Journal, 
in vol, i. p. 106, { State Trials, vol. vii. fir edit. p. 205. 
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famous trial of fhip-money, Holborne, the popular lawyer, had, freely, and tn the 
moft exprefs terms, made the fame conceffion*. Sir Edward Coke, the great ora- 
cle of Englifh law, had not only concurred with all other lawyers in favour of this 
prerogative ; but feems even to believe it fo inherent in the Crown, that an act of 
Parliament itfelf could not abolifh it-+. - And he particularly obferves, that no law 
can impofe fuch a difability of enjoying offices as the King may not difpenfe with , 
becaufe the King, from the law of nature, has a right to the fervice of all his fub- 
jects. This particular reafon, as well as all the general principles, is applicable to the 
queftion of the tefts ; nor can the dangerous confequence of granting difpenfations 
in that cafe be ever received before a court of judicature. Every prerogative of 
the Crown, it may be faid, admits of abufe : Should the King pardon all criminals, 
law muft be totally diffolved: fhould he declare and continue perpetual war again{t 
all nations, inevitable ruin muft enfue: Yet thefe powers are entrufted to the So- 
vereign; and we muft be contented, as our anceftors were, to depend upon his 
prudence and difcretion in the exercife of them. 


Tuo’ this reafoning feems founded on fuch principles as are ufually admitted 
by lawyers, the people had entertained fuch violent prepoffeffions againft the ufe, 
which James here made of his prerogative, that he was obliged, before he brought 
on Hales’s caufe, to difplace four of the judges, Jones, Montague, Charleton and 
Nevil; and even Sir Edward Herbert, the chief juftice, tho’ a man of acknow- 
leged virtue, yet becaufe he here fupported the pretenfions of the Crown, fell un- 
der a great load of infamy. Men efteemed a difpenfing, to be in effeé& the fame 
witha repealing power; and they could not conceive, that lefs authority was re- 
quifite to repeal than to enact any ftatute. Ef one penal law was ‘difpenfed with, 
any other might undergo the fame fate: And by what principle cou!d even the 
laws, which define property, be afterwards fecured from violation? The teft a@ 
had ever been conceived the great barrier of the eftablithed religion under a popifh 
fucceffor : As.fuch it-had been infifted on by the Parliament; as fuch granted by 
the King ; as fuch, during, the debates with regard to the exclufion, recommended 
by the chancellor. By what magic, what chicane of law, is it now annihilated, 
and rendered of no validity ? Thefe queftions were every where afked; and men, 
{traitened by precedents and decifions of great authority, were reduced to queftion 
the antiquity of this prerogative itfelf, and to aflert, that even. the praétice of near 
five centuries could not beltow on it fufficient authenticity ¢. It was not confidered, 


that 


* State Trials, vol. v. firft edit, p. x71. + Sir Edward Coke’s Reports, twelfth report, p. 183. 
Sir Robert Atkins, p..21, 
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that the prefent difficulty or feeming abfurdity had proceeded from late innovations 
introduced into the government. . Ever fince the beginning of this century, the 
Parliament had, with the moft laudable zeal, been acquiring powers and efiablith- 
ing principles, favourable to law and liberty : ‘The authority of the Crown had been 
limited in many important particulars: And penal ftatutes were often calculated 
to fecure the conftitution againft the attempts of minifters, as well as to preferve 
general peace and reprefs crimes and immoralities. A prerogative however, de- 
rived from very antient; and almoft uniform practice, the difpenfing power, {tll 
remained, or was fuppofed to remain, with the Crown; fufficient in an inftant to 
overturn this whole fabric, and throw down all the fences of the conftitution. 
Either this incongruity was not perceived, or no remedy had hitherto been pro- 
vided for it. Neither of the parties feem to have taken the argument in a proper 
light. The advocates for the Crown, becaufe old lawyers allowed, without di- 
{tinction, of the difpenfing power, would. admit of no exception, even where a 
{tatute was exprefsly framed as a limitation of the Crown; tho’ common fenfe, a 
principle more powerful than any precedent or authority whatioever, certainly in 
that cafe requires an exception. The patrons of liberty, becaufe fuch a power, 
even exercifed with exceptions, might often lead into doubtful queftions, might 
eafily be abufed, and was always founded on a principle too favourable, as they 
thought, to royal prerogative, would acknowlege in no cafe a difpenfing power ; 
tho’ the eftablifhed practice of ages muft certainly be allowed of confiderable 
weight and authority. The revolution alone, which foon fucceeded, happily put 
an end to all thefe difputes: By means of it a uniform edifice was at laft erected : 
The monftrous inconfiftence, fo vifible between the antient Gothic parts of the fa- 
bric and the recent plans of liberty, was fully corrected: And to their mutual 
felicity, King and people were finally taught to know their proper limits and 
boundaries. 

WuatTeEVvER topics lawyers might find to defend James’s difpenfing power, 
the nation thought it dangerous, if not fatal, to liberty ; and his refolution of exer- 
cifing it may on that account be efteemed equally alarming, as if the power had been 
founded on the moft recent and moft flagrant ufurpation. It. was not likely, that 
an authority, which had been aflumed thro’ fo many obftacles, would:in his hands 
lie long idle and unemployed.. Four catholic lords were brought into the privy 
‘council, Powis, Arundel, Bellafis, and Dover. Walifax, finding, that notwith- 
ftanding all his merits, he poffefied no real credit or authority, became very re- 
fractory in his oppofition ; and his office of privy feal was given to Arundel. 
The King was open, as well as zealous, in the defire of making converts ; and 
nen plainly faw, that the only way to acquire his affection and confidence was by 
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Chap. t. a facrifice of their religion. Sunderland, peor time after, fcrupled not to gain 
°"" — favour at this price. Rochefter, the treafurer, tho’ the King’s brother-in- law, 
yet, becaufe he refufed to give this salen oF bail Aine was turned out of his 
office: The Treafury was put in commiffion; and Bellafis was placed at the head 

of it. All the courtiers were difguited, even fuch as had little regard to religion. 
The difhonour, as well as diftruit, attending renegades, made moft men refolve, at 

all hazards, to adhere to their antient faith, 

State of Scot- In ScoTLAND, James’s zeal for profelytifm was more fuccefsful. ‘The earls of 
ee! Murray, Perth, and Melfort were brought over to the Court religion; and the 
two latter noblemen made ufe of a very courtly reafon for their converfion : 
bass pretended, that the papers, found in the late King’s cabinet, had opened 
their eyes, and had convinced them of the peices due to the Catholic religion. 
Queenfberry, who difcovered not the fame complaifance, fell into total c diferaed 
notwithitanding his former fervices, and the unlimited ae ifices, which he had 


“AT a } > h > ae 7, Crs 2 ms —“~ weigt a” a 7 ‘ 
made to the meafures of the Court. Thefe merits could not even enfure hi: m of 


fafety againft the vengeance, to which he ftood expofed. His rival, Perth, who 
had been ready to fink under his fuperior intereft; now acquired entire dominion ; 


and all the complaints, exhibited aoaintt him, were totally obliterated. His faith, 

according to a faying of Halifax, had made him whole. 
State of Ire- Bur it was in Ireland chiefly, that the mafk was wholly taken off; and that 
—_ the King thought himfelf at liberty to proceed according to the full extent of his 
bigotted zeal, and his arbitrary violence. Ormond was recalled; and tho’ the 
primate and lord Granard, two proteftants, ftill poffeffed the authority of juf 
tices, the. whole power was lodged in the hands of Talbot, the general, foon 
after created earl of. Tyrconnel; a man, who, from the blindnefs of his preju- 
dices and fury of his temper, was tranfported with the moft immeafurable ardour 
for the Catholic cafe. After the fuppreflion of Monmouth’s rebellion, orders 
were given by T'yrconnel to difarm all the proteftants, under pretext of fecuring 
the public peace, and keeping their arms in a few magazines for the ufe of the 
militia. Next, the army was new-modelled ; and great numbers of officers were 
difmiffed, becaufe it was pretended, that they or their fathers had ferved under 
Cromwel and the Republic. . The injuftice was not confined to them. Near three 
hundred officers more were afterwards broke; tho’ many of them had purchafed 
their commiffions: About four or five thoufand private foldiers, becaufe they were 
Proteftants, were difmified ; and being ftripped even of their regimentals, were 
turned out to ftarve in the ftreets, W hile thefe violences were. carfying on, 
Clarendon, who had been named lord lieutenant, came over; but he quickly 
found, that, as he had refufed to give the King the -defired pledge of fidelity, by 
changing 
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changing his religion, he poflefied no credit nor authority. Hewasevenakind of Chap. I. 
prifoner in the hands of Tyrconnel; and as he gave all oppofition in his power to 
the precipitant meafures of the Catholics, he was foon after recalled, and Tyrconnel 
fubftituted in his place. The unhappy Proteftants now faw all the legal authority, 
as wellas the military force, transferred into the hands of their inveterate enemies ; 
inflamed with hereditary hatred, and ftimulated by every motive, which either the 
paffion for power, property, or religion could infpire. Even the barbarous ban- 
ditti were let loofe to prey on them in their prefent defencelefs condition. A re- 
newal of the ancient maffacres was apprehended; and great multitudes, ftruck 
with the beft grounded terror, deferted the kingdom, and infufed into the Englifh 
nation a dread of thofe violences, to which, after fome time, they might juitly, 


from the prevalence of the Catholics, think themfelves expofed. 


oO 


violent meafures, and could eafily forefee the confequences. But James was en- 
tirely governed by the rafh councils of the Queen and of his confeffor, father Pe- 
ters, a jefuit, whom he foon after created a privy counfellor. He thought too 
that as he was now in the decline of life, it was neceffary for him, by hafty fleps, 
to carry his defigns into execution ; left the fucceffion of the Princefs of Orange 
fhould overturn all his projeéts. In vain did Arundel, Powis, and Bellafis remon- 
ftrate, and fuggeft more moderate and cautious meatures. Thefe men had feen 
and felt, during the profecution of the plot, the furious antipathy which the na- 
tion bore to popery ; and tho’ fome fubfequent incidents had feemingly allayed 
that fpirit, they knew, that the fettled habits of the nation were ftill the fame, and 
that the fmalleft incident was fufficient to renew the former animofity. “A very 
moderate indulgence therefore to their religion would have fatisfied them ; and all 
attempts to acquire power, much more to operate a change of the national faith, 
they eftcemed dangerous and deftructive, i 


ALL judicious perfons of the Catholic communion were difoufted with thefe 
J 


Ow the firft broaching of the popifh plot, the Church of England had con- Breach be- 
curred with the fame violence and credulity as the reft of the nation, in the pro- twixt the King 
fecution of it; But dreading afterwards the prevalence of republican and prefby- jh 
terian principles, they had been engaged to fupport the mealures of the court; 
and to their affiftance James had chiefly owed his fucceffion to the crown. Finding 
that all chef fervices were forgot, and that the Catholic religion was the King’s fole 
darling, the church had commenced an oppofition to court-meafures; and popery 
was now acknowleged the more immediate danger. In order to prevent inflamma. 

‘tory fermons on this popular fubjeé&t, James revived fome directions to preachers 
which had ‘been promulgated by the late King, in the beginning of his reign, 
when no defign againft the national religion was yet formed, or at leafl appre- 
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oF 
hended. But in the cos oman and interefting firuation of the church, there 
? at yrder ere led = , 
was little reafon to expect, that orders, founded on no legal authority, would be 
rigidly obeyed by Preacl ers, a faw no fecurity to themfelves but in preferving 
mn re N+ Be Neo. } ' 7 j q 

the confidence anj regard of the people.  Inftead of avoiding controverfy, accord: 
ing tothe King’s admonition, the preachers every where declaimed again{t popery ; 


and among the san Dr. Sharpe e, a clergyman of London, particularly diftinguith- 
ed himfelf, and affected to throw great contempt on thofe who had been iataeed 
to. change ite religion by fuch pitiful arguments.as the Romifh miffionaries could 
figeet.: This topic, being fuppofed AR reflect on the King, gave ereat offence at 
court; and politive orders were iffued to the bifhop of London, his.diocefan, im- 
mediately to fufpend Sharpe, till his Majefty’s pleafure fhould be farther known. 
The prelate replied, that he could not poffibly obey thefe commands, and that he 
was not. empowered, in fuch a fummary manner, to inflict any punifhment even 
upon the greateft delinquent. But neither thefe obvious reafons, nor the moft 
dutiful Fes hice s, both of the prelate and of Sharpe himfelf, could appeafe the 
court. ‘The King was de ‘termined to proceed with the utmoft violence in this 

caufe. The bthor himfelf he refolved to punifh for difobedience to his arbitrary 
commands; and the expedient which he employed for that purpofe, was of a na- 
ture at once the moft illegal and moft alarming. 

AmonG all the engines of authority formerly employed by the Crown, none 
had been more Sfdeardcios or even deftructive to liberty, than the court of high 
commiffion, which, together with the ftar- chamber, had been abolifhed in the 
reien of Charles I. iy act of Parliament ; where a claufe was alfo inferted, pro- 
hibiting the erection, in all future thes, of that court or any of a like nature. 
So head-long and imperious was James in his councils, that this law was efteemed 
no obftacle; and an ecclefiaftical commiffion was anew iffued, by which feven 
* commiffioners were vefted with full and unlimited authority over the whole church 
of England. On this court were beftowed the fame inquifitorial powers, pof- 
fefled by the former court of high commiflion: They might proceed upon bare 
fufpicion; and the better to fet the law at defiance, it was expref:ly inferted in 
their patent itfelf, that they were to exercife their jurifdition, notwith{tanding 
any law or ftatute to the contrary. The King’s defign to fubdue the church was 
now fufficiently known; and had he been able to eftablifh the authority of this 
new-erected court, his fuccefs was infallible. A more fenfible blow could not be 


given both to national liberty and religion ; and peppy the conteft could not be 
tried 


* The perfons named were the archbifhop of Canterbury, Sancroft; the bifhop of Durham, Crew; 
of Rochefter, Sprat; the earl of Rochefter, Sunderland, chancellor Jefferies, and lord chief juftice Her- 


bert. ‘The archbifhop refufed to a&, and the bifhop of Chefter was fubftituted in his place. 
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tried in a caufe more iniquitous and unpopular than that againft Sharpe and the Chap. I. 

bifhop of London. 1686. 
Tue prelate was cited before the commiffioners. After denying the legality 

of the court, after claiming the privilege of all Chriftian bifhops to be tried by 

the metropolitan and his fuffragans ; and pleaded in his own defence, that as he 

was obliged, if he had fufpended Sharp, to act in the capacity of a judge, he 

could not, confiftent either with law or juftice, pronounce fentence without a 

previous citation and trial: That he had by petition reprefented this difficulty to 

his Majefty; and not receiving any anfwer, he had reafon to think, that his pe- 

tition had given entire fatisfaction: That in order to fhew his farther deference, 

he had advifed Sharpe to preach no more, till he had juftified his conduct to the 

King ; an advice, which, coming from a fuperior, was equivalent to a command, 

and had accordingly met with the proper obedience: ‘That he had thus in his ap- 

prehenfion conformed himfelf to his Majefty’s pleafure; but if he fhould ftill be 

found wanting to his duty in any particular, he was now contented to crave pardon, 

and to make reparation. All this fubmiffion, both in Sharpe and the prelate, had 

no effeét : ‘The King was determined to have an example: Orders were according- Sentence 

ly fent to the commiffioners to proceed: And by a majority the bifhop, as well as ne mana 


bifl 
1 HOP of 


the doctor, was fulpended. | London. 


A.most the whole of this fhort reign confifts of attempts, either imprudent or 1687. 
illegal, and commonly both, againft whatever was molt loved and revered by the 
nation: Even fuch fchemes of the King’s as might be laudable in themfelves, were 
fo difgraced with thefe intentions, that they ferve only to aggravate the charge 
againft him. James was become a great patron of toleration, and an enemy to all 
thofe perfecuting laws, which, from the influence of the church, had been enacted 
both againft the Diffenters and Catholics. Not contented with granting difpenfa- penal laws 
tions to particular perfons, he affumed a power of iffuing a declaration of general (ufpended. 
indulgence, and of fufpending at once all the penal ftatutes, by which a confor- 
mity was required to the eltablifhed religion. This was a ftrain of authority, it 
muft be confeffed, quite inconfiftent with law and a limited conftitution ; and no 
precedents, unlefs they were fo uniform as totally to alter the legiflature, could 
poffibly be fufficient to authorize it: But in reality, all the precedents of this na- 
ture were both modern and doubtful. ~The late King had indeed, oftener than 
once,and what is more furprizing, without giving much umbrage, exerted this 
dangerous power: He had in 1662 fufpended the execution of a law, which re- 
gulated carriages: During the two Dutch wars, he had twice fufpended the act 
of navigation: And the Commonsin 1666, being refolved, contrary to the King’s 
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judgment, to enact that iniquitous law againft Irifh cattle, found it neceffary, in 
order to obviate the exercife of this prerogative, which they defired not at that time 
entirely to deny or abrogate, to call the importation of that cattle a nuifance. 

Tuo’ the former authority of the King was great in civil affairs, it was ftill 
sreater in ecclefiaftical ; and the whole defpotic power of the popes was often be- 
lieved, in virtue of his fupremacy, to be devolved to him. The laft Parliament 
of Charles the firft, by depriving the King and convocation of the poner of fr aming 
canons without ‘ieee of Parliament, had fomewhat diminifhed the fuppofed ex- 
tent of the fupremacy ; but ftill very confiderable remains of it, at leaft very im- 
portant claims, were preferved, and were occafionally made ufe of by the Sove- 
reign. In 1662, Charles, pleading both the rights of his fupremacy and his fuf- 
pending power, had granted a general indulgence or toleration ; and in 1672 he re- 
newed the fame edict: ‘Tho’ the remonftrances of his Parliament obliged him, on 
both occafions, to retract ; and in the laft inftance, the triumph of law over prero- 
gative was efteemed very great and memorable. In general, we may remark, 
where the exercife of the fufpending power was agreeable and ufeful, the power 
itfelf was the lefs queftioned : Where the exercife was thought liable to exceptions, 
men not only oppofed it, but proceeded to deny dtbgerher: as they had good rea- 
fon, the legality of the prerogative on which it was founded. 


James, much more imprudent, head-ftrong, and arbitrary than his brother, 
iffued anew a proclamation, fufpending all the rit laws in ecclefiaftical affairs, 
and granting a general liberty of confcience to all his fubjects. He was not de- 
terred by the confideration, that this fcheme of indulgence was already blafted by 
two fruitlefs attempts ; and that in fuch a government as that of England, it was 
not fufficient that a prerogative be approved of by a few prejudiced lawyers and 
antiquarians: If it was condemned by the general voice: of the nation, and yet was 
{till exerted, the victory over national liberty was equally fignal, as if obtained by 
the moft flagrant injuftice and ufurpation. Thefe two confiderations indeed would 
rather ferve to recommend this project to James; who deemed himfelf fuperior 
in vigour and activity to his brother, and who certainly thought, that his people 
eihGvee no liberties but by his royal conceflion and indulgence. 

In order to procure a better reception for his edict of toleration, the King, 
finding himfelf oppofed by the church, began to pay great court to the Diffenters ; 
and he thought, that, by ‘playing one party againit another, he would eafily ob- 
tain the victory over both; a refined policy which it much exceeded his capacity 
to execute. His intention was fo obvious, that it was impoffible for him ever to 
gain the fincere confidence and regard of the Nonconformifts. They knew, that 


the genius of their religion was diametrically oppofite to that of the Catholics, the 
fole 
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fole object of the King’s affection. They were fenfible, that both the violence of 
his temper, and the bigotted maxims of his religion, were repugnant to the principles 
of toleration. They had feen, that on his firft acceffion to the Crown, as well as 
during his brother’s reign, he had courted the church at their expence ; and it was 
not till after his dangerous fchemes were rejected by the prelates, that he had re- 
courfe to the Nonconformifts. All his favours, therefore, muft, to every man of 
judgement among the fectaries, appear moft infidious: Yet fuch was the pleafuré 
reaped from prefent eafe, fuch their animofity again{ft the church, who had fo long 
fubjected them to the rigours of perfecution, that they every where expreffed the 
moft entire duty to the King and compliance with his meafures; and could not 
forbear rejoicing extremely in the prefent depreffion of their enemies. 

But had the Diffenters been ever fo much inclined to fhut their eyes with regard 
to the King’s intentions, the manner of conduéting his fcheme in Scotland was 
fufficient to difcover the fecret.. The King firft applied to the Scotch Parliament, 
and defired an indulgence for the Catholics alone, without comprehending the 
Prefbyterians: But that affembly, tho’ more difpofed than even the Parliament of 
England, to facrifice their civil liberties, refolved likewife to adhere pertinacioufly 
to their religion; and they now rejected for the firft time the King’s application. 
James therefore found himfelf obliged to exert his prerogative ; and he thought it 
prudent to intereft a party of his fubjeéts, befides the Catholics, in fupporting this 
act of authority. To the great furprize of the harrafled and perfecuted Prefbyte- 
rians, they heard the principles of toleration every where extolled, and found that 
permiffion was granted to attend conventicles, an offence, which, even during this 
reign, had been declared no lefs than a capital crime. The King’s declaration, 
however, of indulgence contained articles, fufficient to deprefs their joy. As if 
Popery were a'ready predominant, he declared, ** that he never would ufe force 
“ orinvincible neceffity againft any man on account of his perfwafion or the proteftant 
*¢ religion :’” A promife furely of toleration given to the Proteftants with ereat 
precaution, and admitting a confiderable latitude for perfecution and violence. It 
is likewife remarkable, that the King declared in exprefs terms, ‘* that he had 
‘¢ thought fit, by his fovereign authority, prerogative royal, and abjelute power, 
« which all his fubjeéts were to obey without referve, to grant this royal tolera- 
“ tion.’’? The dangerous defiens of other Princes are to be collected by a coin- 
parifon of their feveral actions, by a difcovery of their more fecret councils: But 
fo blinded was James with zeal, fo tranfported with his imperious temper, that 
even his proclamations and public ediéts contain exprefflions, which, without any 
farther enquiry, may fuffice .o his condemnation. 
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Tue Englifh well knew, that the King, by the conftitution of their goverm 
ment, thought himfelf intitled, as indeed he was, to as ample authority in his 
fouthern, asin his northern kingdom ; and therefore, tho’ the declaration of indul- 
gence publifhed for England was more cautioufly worded, they could not but be 
alarmed by the arbitrary treatment, to which their neighbours were expofed. It is 
even remarkable, that the Englith declaration contained claufes of a ftrange import, 
The King there promifed, that he would maintain his loving fubjects in all their 
properties and poffeffions, as well of church and abbey lands as of any other, 
Men thought, that, if the full eftablifhment of popery was not at hand, this. 
promife was quite fuperfluous ; and they concluded, that the King was fo-replete 
with joy on the profpect of that glorious event, that he could not, éven for a 
moment, refrain himfelf from-exprefling it. 


But what afforded the moi alarming profpect, was the violent, and precipitant 
conduct of affairsin Ireland. The furious Tyrconnel was now vefted with full-au- 
thority ; and carried over with him as chancellor one Fitton, a man who was taken. 
from a jail, and who had been convicted of forgery and the bafeft crimesy but 
who compenfated for all his enormities by a headlong zeal for the Catholic religion, 
He was even heard to fay from the bench, that the Proteftants were all rogues, 
and that there was not one among forty thoufand who was not a traitor, a re- 
bel, andavilain. The whole ftrain of the adminiftration was fuitable to fuch 
fentiments. The Catholics were put in poffeffion of the council table, of the 
courts of judicature, of the bench of juftices. In order to make them matters of 
the Parliament, the fame violence was exercifed that had been praétifed in England. 
The charters of Dublin and of all the corporations were recalled ; and new charters 
were granted, fubjecting the corporations to the abfolute will of the Sovereign. 
The Proteftant freemen were expelled, Catholics introduced, and the latter fee, 
as they always were the majority in number, were now invefted with the whole 
power of the kingdom... The aét of fettlement was the only obftacle to their en- 
joying the whole property ; and Tyrconnel had formeda fcheme for calling a Par- 
liament, in order to reverfe that act, and empower the King to beftow the whole 
Jands of Ireland on his catholic fubje@s. But in this outrageous fcheme he met 
with oppofition from the moderate Catholics in the King’s council. Lord Bella- 


_ fis went even fo far as to affirm with an oath, ‘* that that fellow in Ireland was 


‘< fool and madman enough to ruin ten kingdoms.” The decay of trade, from the 
defertion of the Proteftants, was reprefented ; the finking of the revenue; the alarm | 
communicated to England: And by thefe confiderations the King’s refolutions 
were for fome time fufpended ; tho’ it was eafy to forefee, from the ufual tenor 
of his condué, which fide would at laft preponderate, 

But 
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But the King was not contented with difcovering in his own kingdoms theim- ©». I. 
prudence of his conduct: He was refolved, that all Europe fhould be witnefs of it. 
He publicly fent the earl of Caftelmaine ambaflador extraordinary to Rome, in or-Embafly to 
der to exprefs his obeifance to the Pope, and to reconcile his kingdoms to the ca- ~~ 
tholic communion. Never man, who came on fo important an errand, met with 
fo many neglects and even affronts, as Caftelmaine. ‘The Pope, inftead of being 
pleafed with this forward ftep, concluded, that a fcheme, conducted with fuch in- 
difcretion, could never poffibly be fuccefsful. And as he was engaged in a violent 
quarrel with the French monarch, a quarrel which interefted him much more than 
the converfion of England, he bore little regard to James, whom he believed too 
clofely united with his moft capital enemy. 
Tue only proof of complaifance, which the King received from his Holinefs, 
was his fending a nuncio into England, in return for the embafly, By act of Par- 
liament any communication with the Pope was declared high treafon: Yet fo little 
regard did the King pay to the laws, that he gave the nuncio a public and folemn 
reception at Windfor. The duke of Somerfet, one of the lords of the bed-cham- 
ber, becaufe he refufed to affift at this ceremony, was difmified from his employ- 
ments. The nuncio refided openly in London during all this reign. Four catho- 
lic bifhops were publickly confecrated in the King’s chapel, and fent out, under the 
title of vicars apoftolical, to exercife the epifcopal function in their refpective dio- 
cefes. Their paftoral letters, direéted to the lay Catholics of England, were printed 
and difperfed by the exprefs allowance and permiffion of the King. |The regular 
clergy of that communion appeared at Court in the habits of their order ;. and 
fome of them were fo indifcreet as to boaft, that, in a little time, they hoped to 
walk in proceffion thro’ the capital. 
Wuite the King fhocked in the moft open manner all the principles and_pre- 
judices of his proteftant fubjects, he could not fometimes but be fenfible, that he 
ftood in need of their affiftance for the execution of his defigns. He had himfelf, 
by virtue of his prerogative, fufpended the penal laws, and difpenfed with the teit, 
but he would gladly have obtained the fan¢tion of Parliament to thefe acts of pow- 
er; and he knew, that, without this authority, his edicts alone would never afford 
fufficient fecurity to the Catholics, He had employed, therefore, with the mem- 
bers of Parliament many private conferences, which were then called clo/etings ; and 
he ufed every expedient of reafons, menaces, and promifes to break their obftinacy 
in this particular. Finding all his efforts fruitlefs, he had diffolved the Parliament, 
and was refolved to call a new one, from whom he expected more complaifance 
and fubmiffion, By the practice of annulling the charters, the King was become 
matter of all the corporations, and could at his pleafure change every where the 
ee Ge ae whole 
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whole magiftracy, . The church party, therefore, by whom the Crown-had been 
hitherto fo remarkably fupported, and to whom the King vifibly owed his own 
fucceffion, were deprived of all authority ; and Diffenters firft in London, and af- 
terwards in every other town, were fubftituted in their place. Not contented with 
this violent and dangerous innovation, certain regulators were appointed to examine 
the qualifications of electors; and cirections were given them to exclude all fuch 
as adhered to the teft and penal ftatutes*. Queries to this purpofe were openly 
propofed in all places, in order to try the fentiments of electors, and judge of 
the proceedings of the future Parliament. The power of the Crown was at this 
time fo exorbitant ; the revenue, managed by James’s frugality, fo confiderable 
and independant ; that if he had embraced any national party, he had been enfured 
of infallible fuccefs, and might have carried his authority to what extent he pleafed, 
But the Catholics, to whom he had entirely devoted himfelf, were not the hun- 
dredth part of the people. Even the proteftant Nonconformifts, whom he fo much 
courted, were little more than the twentieth ; and what was worfe, repofed very 
little confidence in the unnatural alliance contraéted with the Catholics, and in the 
principles of toleration, which, contrary to their ufual praétice in all ages, feemed 
at prefent to be adopted by that fect. The King therefore, finding little hopes 
of fuccefs, protracted the election of a Parliament, and proceeded ftill in the ex- 
ercife of his illegal and arbitrary authority. 


Tue whole power in Ireland had been committed to the Catholics. In Scots 
jand, all the minifters, whom the King chiefly trufted, were converts to that 
religion. Every great office in England, civil and military, was gradually tranf- 
ferred from the Proteftants. Rochefter and Clarendon, the King’s brothers-in-law, 
tho’ they had been ever faithful to his interefts, could not, by all their fervices, at- 
tone for their adherence to the national religion ; and had been difmiffed from 
their employments. The proftitute Jefferies himfelf, tho’ he had facrificed honour 
and juftice and humanity to the Court; yet becaufe he refufed alfo to give up his 
religion, was very faft declining in favour and intereft, Nothing now remained 
but to open the door in the church and univerfities to the intrufion of the Catholics, 
{t was not long before the King made this violent effort ; and by conftraining the 
prelacy and eftablifhed church to feek protection in the principles of liberty, he. 
at laft left himfelf entirely without friends and adherents. 


* The elections in fome places, particularly in York, were transferred from the- people to the ma-. 
giftrates; who, by the new charter, were all named by the Crown. Sir John Rerefby’s Memoirs, p. 272. 
‘This was in reality nothing different from the King’s naming the members, ‘The fame att of authority 
had been employed in all the burroughs of Scotland, 
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FaTuer Francis, a Benedictine, was recommended by the King’s mandate to Chap. £ 
the univerfity of Cambridge for the degree of mafter of arts ; and as it was ufual for eee: 
the univerfity to confer that degree on perfons eminent for learning, without re- 
gard to their religion; and as they had even admitted lately the fecretary to the 
ambafiador of Morocco; the King on that account thought himéfelf the better in- 
titled to compliance. But the univerfity confidered, that there was a great differ- 
ence between a compliment beftowed on foreigners, and degrees. which gave a title 
to vote in all the elections and decrees of the univerfity, and. which,. if conferred 
onthe Catholics, would infallibly in time render that fect entirely fuperior. They. 
therefore refufed to obey the King’s mandate, and were cited to appear before the 
court of ecclefiaftical commiffion.. The vice-chancellor was fufpended; but as 
the univerfity chofe a man of fpirit to fucceed him, the King thought. proper for 
the prefent to drop his pretenfions. 

. THE attempt upon the univerfity of Oxford was profecuted:with more inflexible Attempt upon: 
obftinacy, and was attended with more important confequences. This univerfity had ai aang 
lately. in. their famous-decree made a folemn profeffion of paffive obedience; andthe 
Court probably expected, that they would fhow their fincerity, when their turn 
came to practile that doctrine ;, which, tho’, in its-utmoft extent, it be contrary 
both to reafon and to nature, is. apt to meet with the. moft effectual oppofition 
from the latter principle. The prefident of Magdalen college, one of the richeft 
foundations in. Europe,.dying about this time, a mandate was fent in favour of Far- 
mer,.a.new convert, but.one, who, befides his religion, had not in other refpects 
the qualities required by the ftatutes for enjoying that office.. The fellows of the 
college made very fubmiffive applications to the King for recalling his mandate ; 
but before they received an. anfwer, the day came, on which, by their ftatutes, 
they were required to proceed to an election. ‘They therefore chofe Dr. Hough, a 
man of virtue, as well as of the firmnefs and vigour requifite for maintaining his 
own rights and thofe of the univerfity.. In order to punith the college for this con- 
tumacy, as it was called, an inferior ecclefiaftical commiffion was fent.down, and 
the new prefident and the fellows were cited before that court. So little regard had 
been paid to any other confideration befides religion, that Farmer,.on enquiry, 
was found guilty of the loweft and moft fcandalous vices ; infomuch that even the 
ecclefiaftical commiffioners were afhamed to infift’on his ele@tion. A new mandate, 
therefore, was iflued in favour of Parker, lately created bifhop of Oxford, a man 
of a proftitute character, but who, like Farmer, attoned for all his vices by his a- 
vowed willingnefs to embrace the catholic religion. The college reprefentéed, that 
all prefidents had ever been appointed by eleétion, and there were even few in- 

{tances of the King’s interpofing by his recommendation in favour of any candidate; 
that having already made a regular election of a prefident, they could not, dur-. 
nS. 
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ing his life-time, deprive him of his office, and fubftitute any other in his place ; 
that, even if there was a vacancy, Parker, by the ftatutes of zheir founder, could | 
hot be chofen; that they had all of them bound themfelves by oath to ob- 
ferve thefe ftatutes, and never on any account to accept of a difpenfation; and 
that the college had at all times fo much diftinguifhed itfelf by its loyalty, that no- 
thing but the moft invincible neceffity could now oblige then to oppofe his Ma- 
jefty’s inclinations. All thefe reafons availed them nothing. The prefident and all 
the fellows, except two who complied, were expelled the college ; and Parker was 
put in poffeflion of the office. This act of violence, of all tiofe committed dur- 
ing the reign of James, is perhaps the moft openly illegal and arbitrary. When 
the difpenfing power was the moft ftrenuoufly infifted on by court lawyers, it had 
ftill been allowed, that the ftatutes, which regard private property, could not be 
infringed by that prerogative: Yet in this inftance it appeared, that even thefé were 
not now fecure from invafion, The privileges of a college are attacked : ‘Men are 
illegally difpofiefled of their property, for adhering to their duty, to their oaths, 
and to their religion: The fountains of the church are attempted to be poyfoned ; 
nor would it be long, it was concluded, ere all ecclefiaftical, as well as civil pre- 
ferments, would be beftowed on fuch as, neglizent of honour, virtue, and fincerity, 
bafely facrificed their faith to the reigning fuperftition. Suchwere the general fen- 
timents and as the univerfities have an intimate connexion vith the ecclefiattica] 
eftablifhments, and mightily intereft all thofe who have there ieceived their educa- 
tion, this arbitrary proceeding begot an univerfal difcontent aganft the King’s admi- 
niftration. 

Tue next meafure of the Court was an infult ftill more open on the whole ec- 
clefiattics, and rendered the breach between the King and thatpowerful body fatal, 
as well as incurable. It is ftrange, that James, when he f-lt, from the fentiments 
of his own heart, what a mighty influence religious zeal had over him, fhould yer 
be fo infatuated as never once to fufpect, that it might poffibly have a proportional 
authority over his fubjects. Could he have profited from repeated experience, he 
had feen inftances enough of their ftrong averfion towards thatcommunion, which, 
from.a violent, imperious difpofition, he was determined, by every poffible ex pe- 
dient, to introduce into his kingdoms. 


Tue King publifhed a fecond declaration of indulgence, slmoft in the fame 
terms with the former; and he fubjoined an order, that, immediately after divine 
fervice, it fhould be red by the clergy in all the churches. As they were known 
univerlally to difapprove of the ufe made of the fufpending pover, this clauf, they 
thought, could be meant only as an infult upon them; and they were fenfible, 
: that, 


| 1a eee «SS MI. 4.07 
that, by their compliance, they would expofe themfelves, both to public contempt, 
on account of their tame behaviour, and to public hatred by their indireétly patro- 
nizing fo obnoxious a prerogative*. They were determined, therefore, almoft 
univerfally to preferve the regard of the people; their only protection, while 
the laws were become of fo little validity, and while the Court was fo deeply 
engaged in oppolite intere(ts. In order to encourage them in this refolution, fix 
prelates, to wit, Lloyde bifhop of St. Afaph, Ken of Bath and Wells, Turner 
of Ely, Lake of Chichefter, White of Peterborow, and Trelawney of Briftol> 
met privately with the primate, and concerted the form of a petition tothe King, 
They there reprefented in few words, that, tho” poffeffed of the higheft fenfe of 
loyalty, a virtue of which the church of England had given fuch eminent teftimo- 
nies; tho’ defirous of affording eafe in a legal way to all Proteftant Diffenters ; 
yet becaufe the declaration of indulgence was. founded on a prerogative, formerly 
declared illegal by Parliament, they could not, in prudence, honour, or con{cience, 
fo far make themfelves parties as the diftribution of it all over the kingdom would 
be interpreted to amount to. ‘They therefore befought the King, that he would 


not infift upon their reading that declaration +. 


Tue King was incapable, not only of yielding to the greateft oppofition, but 
of allowing the flighteft and moft refpectful contradiction to pafs unpunifhed. He 
immediately embraced a refolution (and his refolutions, when once embraced, 
were inflexible) of punifhing the bifhops, for a petition fo popular in its matter, 


* When Charles diffolved his. laft Parliament,. he fet forth a declaration giving his reafons for that 
meafure, and this declaration the clergy had been ordered to read to the people after divine fervice, 
Thefe orders had been agreeable to their party prejudices, and they willingly fubmitted tothem. The 
contrary was now the cafe. 


+ The words of the petition were. ‘That the great averfenefs found in themfelves to their diftri- 
buting and publifhing 1 all their churches your Majefty’s late declaration for liberty of confcience, 
proceeds ncither from any want of duty and obedience to your Majefty (our holy mother, the church 
of England, being both in her principles and her conftant praétice unqueftionably loyal, and having to 
her great honour been more than once publicly acknowleged to be fo by your gracious Majefty) nor yet 
from any want of tendernefs to Diffenters, in relation to whom we are willing to come to fuch a temper 
as fhall be thought fit, when*the matter fhall be confidered and fettled in Parliament and Convocation. 
But among many other confiderations, from this efpecially, becaufe that declaration is founded upon. 
fuch a difpeafing power as hath been often declared illegal in Parliament, and particularly in the years 
1662 and 1672, and in the beginning of your Majefty’s reign, and is a matter of fo great moment and 
confequence to the whole nation both in church and ftate, that your petitioners cannot in prudence, 
honour, or confcience fo far make themfelves parties to it asa difiribution of it all over the nation and 
the folemn publication of it once and again, even in God’s houfe, and in the. time of divine fervice, muft 
amount to in common and reafonable conftruétion. 
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and fo prudent and cautious in its expreffion. As the petition was delivered him 
in private, he fumimoned them ‘be ae the council; and there ar them 
whether they would acknowlege it. The bifhops faw his intention, and feemed 
long delirous to decline anfwering: But being puthed by the chancellor, they at 
laft. owned the petition. ‘On their refufal to give bail, an order was immediately 
Grawn for their commitment to the Tower; andthe Crown lawyers received direc 
tions to profecute them for the feditious libel, which it was pretended, they had 
compoied.and uttere ie 

Tue people were already aware of the danger, to which the e prelates were ex- 
pofed; and were raifed to the higheft pitch of anxiety and attention with regard to 
the iffue of this extraordinary affair, But when they beheld thefe fathers of the 
church brought from court under the cuftody of a guard, when they faw them 
embarked in veffels on the river, and conveyed towards the Tower, all their affec- 
tion for liberty, all their zeal for religion, blazed up at once, and they flew to be- 
hold this affecting and animating fpeétacle. The whole thore was covered with 
crowds of proftrate {fpectators, ‘wih at once implored the bleffing of thofe holy 
paftors, and addreffed their petitions towards Heaven for proteétion during this ex- 
treme danger, to which their country and their religion ftood expofed.. Even the 
foldiers, feized with the contagion of the fame fpirit, flung themfelves on their 
knees before the diftreffed prelates, and craved the benediction of thofe criminals, 
whom they were appointed to guard. Some perfons ran into the water, that the 
might participate more nearly of thofe bleflings, which the prelates were diftributing 
on all around them. ‘The bifhops themfelves, during this triumphant fufferinge 
augmented the general favour, by the moft lowly fubmiflive deportment; and {till 
exhorted the people to fear God, honour the King, and maintain their loyalty ; ex. 
preflions more animating than the moft inflammatory fpeeches. And no fooner 
had they entered the precinéts of the Tower than they hurried to chapel, in order 
to return thanks for thofe afflictions, which Heaven, in defence of its holy caufe, 
had thought them worthy to endure. 


THEIR paflage, when conducted to their trial, was, if poffible, attended with 
ereater crowds of anxious fpectators. All men faw the toda. crifis, to which 
affairs were reduced, and were fenfible, that the iffue could not poffibly be put on 
a more favourable caufe, than that in which the King had fo gee udently engaged. 
“Twenty-nine temporal peers (for the other prelates ftood aloof) attended the 
prifoners to Weftminfter Hall; and fuch crowds of gentry foll bes the procef- 


fion, that fcarce any room was left for the populace to enter. The lawyers for 


the bifhops were Sir Robert Sawyer, Sir Francis Pemberton, Pollexfen, Treby, 


and 
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and Sommers. No caule, even during the profecution of the popifh plot, was Chap. 1, 
ever heard with fo much zeal and attention, The popular torrent, which, of ‘ee 
itfelf, ran fierce and ftrong, was now farther irritated by the. oppofition of the 
government, 

Tue council for the bifhops pleaded, that the law allowed fubjedts, if they thought 

them{elves aggrieved in any particular, to addrefs themfelves by petition to the King, 
provided they kept within certain bounds, which the fame law prefcribed them, 
and which in the prefent petition the prelates had rigidly obferved : Than an active 
obedience in cafes, which were contrary to confcience, was never pretended to be due 
to government ; and law was allowed to be the great meafure of the compliance 
and fubmiffion of fubjects: That when any pertfon found commands to be im- 
pofed upon him, which he could not obey, it was more re{fpeciful to offer to the 
Prince his reafons for refufal, than to remain in an obftinate and refractory filence: 
That it was no breach of duty in fubjeéts, even tho’ not exprefly called upon, to 
difcover their fenfe of public meafures, in which every one had fo intimate a con- 
cern: That the bifhops in the prefent cafe were called upon, and mutt either ex- 
prefs their approbation by compliance, or their difapprobation by petition : That 
it could be no fedition to deny the prerogative of fufpending the laws; becaufe 
there really was no fuch prerogative, nor ever could be, in a legal and limited 
government: That even if this prerogative was real, it had-yet been frequently 
difputed before the whole nation, both in Weftminfter-hall, and in both houfes 
of Parliament; and no one had ever dreamed of punifhing the denial of it as 
criminal: That the prelates, inftead of making an appeal to the people, had ap- 
plied in private to his Majefty, and had even delivered their petition fo fecretly, 
that except by the confeffion, extorted from them before the council, it was found 
impoflible to prove them the authors: And that tho’ the petition was afterwards 
printed and difperfed, it was not fo much as attempted to be proved, that they 
had the leaft knowlege of that publication. 

THESE arguments were convincing in themfelves, and were heard with a very 
favourable difpofition by the audience. Even fome of the judges, tho’ their feats 
were held during pleafure, declared themfelves in favour of the prifoners. . The 
jury however, from what caufe is not certainly known, took feyeral hours to de- 
liberate, and kept, during fo lone.atime, the whole people in the moft anxious 
expectation. But when the wifhed-for verdict, wot evilty, was at laft pronounced, 17th of June, 
the intelligence was echoed thro’ the whole hall, was conyeyed to the crowds cf the bihops. 
without, was carried into the city, and was propagated with infinite joy throughout 
the whole kingdom. | 
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Ever fince Monmouth’s rebellion, the King had, every fummer, encamped his 
atmy on Hounflow-heath, that he might both improve their difcipline, and by 
fo unufual a fpeétacle over-awe the mutinous people. A popifh chapel was openly 
ereéted in the midft of the camp, and great pains taken, tho’ in vain, to bring 
over the foldiers to that communion. The few converts, whom the priefts had 
made, were treated with fuch contempt and ignominy, as-deterred every one from 
following the example. Even the Irifh officers, whom the King introduced among 
them, ferved rather, from the averfion borne them, to weaken his intereft in the 
army. It happened that the very day, on which the bifhops’ trial was finifhed, 
the King had reviewed the troops, and had retired into lord Feverfham, the 
general’s, tent; when he was furprized to hear a great uproar in the camp, at- 
tended with the moft extravagant fymptoms of tumultuous joy. He fuddenly en- 
quired the caufe, and was told by Feverfham, ‘* It was nothing but the rejoicing 
«© of the foldiers for the acquital of the bifhops.”’ ‘* Do you call that nothing?” 
replied he, ‘* but fo much the worfe for them.” 


Tue King was ftill determined to rufh forward in the fame courfe, where he 
was already, by his precipitate career, fo fatally advanced. Tho’ he knew, that 
every order of men, except a handful of Catholics, were enraged at his paft 
meafures, and ftill more terrified with the future profpect; tho’ he faw that the 
fame difcontents had reached the army, his fole reffource during the general dif- 
affection: Yet was he incapable of changing his meafures, or even of remitting 
his violence in the profecution of them. He ftruck out two of the judges, Powel 
and Holloway, who had appeared to favour the bifhops : He iffued orders to pro- 
fecute all thofe clergymen, who had not read his declaration; that is, the whole 
church of England, two hundred excepted : He fent a mandate to the new fel- 
lows, whom he had obtruded on Magdalen-college, to elect for prefident, in the 
room of Parker, lately deceafed, one Gifford, a doctor of the Sorbonne, and 
titular bifhop of Madaura: And he is even faid to have nominated the fame per- 
fon to the fee of Oxford. So great an infatuation is perhaps an object of compaf- 
fion rather than of anger: And is really furprifing in a man, who, in other re- 
{peéts, was not deficient in fenfe and accomplifhments. 


roth of June. A rew days before the acquittal of the bifhops, an event happened, which, in 


Birth of the 
Prince of 
Wales. 


the King’s fentiments, much overballanced all the mortifications, which he had 
received on that occafion. The Queen was brought to bed of a fon, who was 
baptized by the name of James. This blefling was impatiently longed for, not 
only by the King and Queen, but by all the zealous Catholics both abroad and at 
home. They faw, that the King was paft middle age ; and that on his death the 

fucceffion 
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fucceffion muft devolve on the Prince and Princefs of Orange, two zealous Pro- 
teftants, who would foon replace every thing on the antient foundations. Vows 
therefore were offered at every fhrine for a male fucceflor: Pilgrimages were un- 
dertaken, particularly one to Loretto, by the dutchefs of Modena ; and fuccels 
was chiefly attributed to that pious office. But in proportion as this event was 
agreeable to the Catholics, it encreafed the difguft of the Proteftants, by depriving 
them of that agreeable, tho’ fomewhat diftant profpect, in which at prefent they 
flattered themfelves. Calumny even went fo far as to afcribe to the King the de- 
ficn of impofing on the world a fuppofititious child, who might be educated in his 
principles, and after his death fupport the catholic religion in his dominions. The 
nation almoft univerfally believed him capable, from bigotry, of committing any 
crime; as they had feen, that, from like motives, he was guilty of every impru- 
dence: And the affections of nature, they thought, would be eafily facrificed ta 
the fuperior motives of propagating a catholic and orthodox faith. The prefent 
occafion was not the firft, when that calumny had been propagated. In the year 
1682, the Queen, then Dutchefs of Yorke, had been pregnant; and rumours 
were fpread, that an impofture would, at that time, be put upon the nation: But 
happily, the infant proved a female, and thereby fpared the party all the trou- 
ble of fupporting their moft improbable fiction *. 


* This ftory is taken notice of in a weekly paper, the Obfervator, publifhed at that very time, 23d 


of Auguft, 168z. Party zeal is capable of fwallowing the moft incredible ftory ; but it is furely fin- 
gular, that the fame calumny, when once baffled, fhould yet be renewed with fuch fuccels. 
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Conduct of the Prince of Orange. He forms a league againf§ France. 
refufes to concur with the King, rcfolues to oppofe the King, 
is apphed:to by the Englifh. Coalition of parties.—Prinée s 
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pyed league with France. General difcontents— ~The King re. 
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England. General commotion. Defertion of the army, and 
of Prince George, and of the Prince/s Anne: King’s confterna- 
tion, and flight. General confufion. King feized at Fever- 
Sham. Second evafion. King’s charaéter. Cinvention fum- 
moned. Settlement of Scotland. Engh{b convention meets.—— 





Views of the parties ——Free conference betwixt the Houfes. 


Commons prevail. settlement of the Crown. Manners and 
Sciences. 











HILE every motive, civil and religious, concurred to alienate from the 

King every rank and denomination of men, it might be expected, that 
his throne would, without delay, fall to pieces by its own weight: But fuch is the 
influence of eftablifhed government ; fo averfe are men from beginning hazardous 
enterprizes ; that had not the nation received fuccour from abroad, affairs might 
long have remained in their prefent delicate fituation, and the King might at laft 
have prevailed in his rafh, and ill concerted projects. 


Tue Prince of Orange, ever fince his marriage with the Lady M ary, had main- 
tained a very prudent condu& ; agreeable to that found underftanding, with which 
he was fo eminently endowed. He made it a maxim to concern himfelf very little 
in Englifh affairs, and never by any meafure to difgutt any of the factions, or give 
umbrage to the Prince, who filled the throne.- His natural inclination, as well as 
intereft, led him to employ himfelf with affiduous induftry in the affairs of the con- 
tinent, and to oppofe the grandeur of the French Monarch, again{t whom he had 

long 
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long both from perfonal and political confiderations, conceived the moft violent “a 
: ; ae <e me i688. 

animofity. By this conduct, he gratified the prejudices of the whole Enelifh 

nation: But as he croffed the inclinations of Charles, who fought peace by com- 


pliance with France, he had much declined in the favour and affe@ions of that 
monarch. i 


James on his acceffion found it fo much his intereft to live on good terms with 
the heir apparent, that he fhowed the Prince fome demonftrations of friend fhip ; 
and the Prince on his part was not wanting in every inftance of duty and regard 
towards the King. On Monmouth’s invafion, he immediately difpatched over 
fix regiments of Britifh troops, which were in the Dutch fervice : and he offered 
to take the command of the Kine’s forces again{t the rebels. However much he 
might difapprove the maxims of the King’s adminiftration, he ever kept a total 
filence on that fubjeé&t, and gave no countenance to thofe difcontents, which were 
propagated with fuch induftry throughout the nation. 


It was from the application of James himfelf, that the Prince firft openly took 
any part in Englifh affairs. Notwithftanding the lofty ideas, which the King 
had entertained of his own prerogative, he found, that the edicts, emitted from ir, 
ftill wanted much of ‘the authority of laws, and that the continuance of them mighr 
in the ifiue become dangerous, both to himfelf and'to the Catholics, whom he de- 
fired to favour. An actvof Parliament alone could enfure the indulgence or tole- 
ration, which he had laboured to eftablith ; and he hoped, that, if the Prince would 
declare in favour of that fcheme, the members, who had hitherto refifted all his own 
applications, would at laft be prevailed with to adopt it. The confent, therefore, 
of the Prince to the repeal of the penal ftatutes and of the teft was ftronsly follicited 
by the King; and in order to engage him to that meafure, hopes were given *, 
that England would fecond him in-all thofe enterprizes, which his aétive and ex- 
tenfive cenius had with fuch fuccefs concerted on the continent 


Tue Prince knew, that the E.mperor-and the King of Spain were enraged by the He forms a 
repeated injuries, which they. had fuffered from the ambition of Lewis » and fei) fasts again’ 
more, by the*frequent infults, which his pride had made them undergo. - He was 
apprized of the influence of thefe Monarchs over the catholic Princes of the empire: 
He had himfelf obtained a great authority with the proteftant Princes: And he 


formed a project of uniting Europe in one general league againft the encroach- 


ments of France, which feemed fo nearly to threaten the liberty and independance 
of all its*neighbours. 


No 
* Burnet, vol. i, p. 711. D’Avanx, 1gth of April, r688. 
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No characters are more incompatible than thofe of a conqueror and a perfe. 
cutor; and Lewis foon found, that, befides his weakening France by the ba- 
nifhment of fo many ufeful fubjects,, the refugees had enflamed all the proteftant 
nations againft him, and had raifed him enemies, who, in defence of their reli- 
gion as well as liberty, were obftinately refolved to oppofe his progrefs. The 
city of Amfterdam and other towns in Holland, which had fallen into a dependance 
on France, being terrified with the accounts, which they every moment. received, 
of the furious perfecutions againft the Hugonots, had dropped all private factions, 
and had entered into an entire confidence with the Prince of Orange *. The pro- 
teftant Princes of the empire had formed a feparate league at Magdebourg for 
the defence of their religion. The Englifh were anew enraged at the blind bi- 
gotry of their Sovereign, and difpofed to embrace the moft defperate refolutions 
againft him. From a view of the ftate of Europe during this period, it appears, 
that Lewis, befides fullying an illuftrious reign, had wantonly by this perfecution 
raifed invincible barriers to his arms, which otherwife it had been very difficult, 
if not impoffible, to refift. 


Tue Prince of Orange knew how to avail himfelf of all thefe advantages, By 
his intrigues and influence a league was formed at .Aufbourg, where the whole 
empire united in its defence againft the French Monarch. Spain and Holland 
became parties.in the alliance. The acceffion of Savoy was afterwards obtained. 
Sweden and Denmark feemed to favour the fame caufe, But tho’ thefe numerous 
{tates compofed the greater part of Europe, the league was {till deemed imperfect 
and unequal to its end; fo long as England maintained that neutrality, in which 
fhe had hitherto perfevered. 


James, tho’ more prone to bigotry, was more fenfible to his own and to national 
honour than his brother; and had he not been confined by the former motive, 
he would have maintained with more fpirit the intereft and independance of his 
kingdoms. When a profpeét, therefore, appeared of promoting his religious 
fchemes by oppofing the progrefs of France, he was not ayerfe to that meafure; 
and he gave his fon-in-law room to hope, that, by concurring with his views in 
England, he might prevail with him to fecond thofe projects, which the Prince 
was fo ambitious of promoting. 

A more tempting offer could not be made to a perfon of fo enterprizing a cha- 
racter: But the objections to that meafure, upon deliberation, appeared to him 
infuperable. The King, he obferved, had incurred the moft violent hatred of his 

| own 


* D’Avaux, 24th of July, 16813 1oth of June, 15th of OGober, 11th of November, 1688. vol. 
iV. Pp. 30. 
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own fubjeéts: Great apprehenfions were entertained of his defigns: The only ref- Chap. Il. 
fource, which the nation faw, was in the future fucceffion of the Prince and Princefs : bch 
Should he concur in thofe dreaded meafures, he would draw on himfelf all the 

odium, under which the King laboured : The nation might even refufe to bear the 
expence of alliances, which would in that cafe become fo fufpicious : And he might 

himfelf incur danger of lofing a fucceffion, which was awaiting him, and which 

the egregious indifcretion of the King feemed even to give him hopes of reaping 

before it fhould devolve to him by the courfe of nature. The Prince, therefore, 

would go no farther than to promife his confent to the repeal of the penal ftatutes, 

by which the Nonconformifts as well as Catholics were expofed to punifhment. 

The teft he efteemed a fecurity abfolutely requifite for the eftablifhed religion. 


Tue King did not remain fatisfied with a fingle trial. ‘here was one Stuart, a 
Scotch lawyer, who had been banifhed for treafonable practices ; but who had af- 
terwards obtained a pardon, and had been recalled. By the King’s directions, 
Stuart wrote feveral letters to penfionary Fagel, with whom he had contraéted an 
acquaintance in Holland ; and befides urging all the motives for an unlimited tole- 
ration, he defired, that his reafons fhould, in the King’s name, be communicated to 
the Prince and Princefs of Orange. Fagel during a long time made no reply ; but 
finding, that his filence was conftrued into an affent, he at laft expreffed his own fen- 
timent and that of their Highneffes. He faid, that it was their fixed opinion, that no 
han, merely becaufe he differed from the eftablifhed faith, fhould ever, while he re- 
mained a peaceable fubject, be expofed to any punifhment or even moleftation : 
That the Prince and Princefs of Orange gave heartily their confent for repealing 
legally all the penal ftatutes, as well thofe enacted againft the Catholics as againft 
the Proteftant Nonconformifts ; and would concur with the King in any meafure 
for that purpofe. That the teft was not to be confidered asa penalty inflicted on 
the profeffors of any religion, but as a fecurity provided for the eftablifhed worfhip. 
That it was no punifhment on men to be excluded from public offices, and to live 
peaceably on their own revenues or induftry, That even tn the United Provinces, 
which were fo often cited as models of toleration, tho’ all fects were admitted, yet 
civil offices were only enjoyed by the profeflors of the eftablifhed religion. That 
military commands, indeed, were fometimes beftowed on Catholics; but as they 
were conferred with great precaution, and ftill lay under the controul of the magi- 
ftrate, they could give no juft reafon for umbrage. And that their Highnefles, 
however defirous of gratifying the King, and of endeavouring, by every means, 
to render his reign peaceable and happy, could not agree to any meafure, which 
would expofe their religion to fuch imminent danger. 
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3 PORE RS Ee ane ROM + War an . 
a VHEN this letter was publifhed, as it foon was, it infpired great courage into the 
Fy me - . . : a + ‘ ; * 
sroteftants of all denominations, and ferved to keep them united in their oppofi- 
tion to the encroachments of the Catholics. On the other hand, the King, who wag 
not contented with a imple toleration for his own religion, but was refolved, that i¢ 
Should enjoy great credit, if not an abfolute fuperiority, was extremely difgufted, 
and took every occafion. to exprefs his difpleafure, as well againft the Prince of 

= ‘ye Aa a : 2 » ’ sha oe 2 “TTS | ‘ >) én a 
Orange as the United Provinces. He gave the Algerine pyrates, who preyed 
on the Dutch, a reception in his harbours, and liberty to difpofe of their prizes, 
Fie revived fome complaints of the Eat India company with regard to the affair of 


» ee ao he x —- 2 ry ‘ ert 1a ) oe 6 oc - nf y : 
Bantam *. He required the fix Britith regiments in the Dutch fervice to be fent 


over. He began to put his navy in aormidable cendition. And from all his 
movements, the Hollanders entertained apprehenfions, that he fought Only an oc- 


cafion and pretext for making war upon them. 
Tue Prince in his turn refolved to puth 


a +; itl ric ‘ 
3 | affairs with more vigour, and to preferve 
all the Englifh Proteftants in his interefts 


, aS well as maintain them firm in their pre- 
fent union againft the Catholics.. He knew, that the men of education in Eneland 
were, many of them, retained in theif religion more by honour than by principle+; 
and that, tho” every one was afhamed to be the firft profelyte, yet, if the example 
was.once fet by fome eminent perfons, intereft would every day make confiderable 
converfions to a communion, which was fo zealoufly promoted by the Sovereign, 
Dykvelt therefore was fent over as envoy to England; and the Prince eave him 
inftructions, befides publicly remonftrating with the King-on his condué& both 
at home and abroad, to apply in his name, after a proper manner, to every fec& 
and denomination. ‘To the church party he fent affurances of favour and regard, 
and protefted, that his education in Holland had no way prejudiced him again{t 
epifcopal government. The Nonconformifts he exhorted not to be deceived. by the 
fallacious carefies of a popifh Court, but to wait patiently, till, in the maturity of 
time, laws, enacted by Proteftants, fhould give them that toleration, which, with 
fo much reafon, they had long claimed and demanded. . Dykvelt executed his com- 
miffion with fuch dexterity, that all orders of men caft their eyes towards Holland, 
ana expected thence a deliverance from thofe dangers, with which their religion 
and liberty were fo: nearly threatened. 


Many of the moft confiderable perfons, both in church and ftate, made fecret 
applications to Dykvelt, and thro’ him to the Prince of Orange. Admiral Her- 
bert too, tho’ a man of great expence, and feemingly of little religion, had 
thrown up his employments, and retired to the Hague, where he affured the 


Prince 


* D’Avaux, 21ft of January, 1687. + Burnet. 
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Prince of the difaffection of the feamen, by whom: that admiral was extremely be- Chap- 11. 
loved. Admiral Ruffel, coufin german to the unfortunate lord of that name, "5S 
pafied frequently between England and Holland, and kept the communication 

open with all the great men of the proteftant party. Henry Sidney, brother to 
Algernon, and uncle to the earl of Sunderland, came over under pretext of drink- 

ing the waters at Spaw, and conveyed ftill ftronger affurances of an univerfal 
combination againft the meafures of the King. Lord Dunblaine, fon to the earl 

of Danby, being mafter of a frigate, made feveral voyages to Holland, and car- 

ried from many of the nobility tenders of duty, and even confiderable fums of 

money *, to the Prince of Orange. 


THERE remained, however, fome reafons, which retained all parties in awe, 
and kept them from breaking out into immediate violence. Ihe Prince, on the 
one hand,. was afraid of hazarding, by his invafion, an inheritance, which the laws 
enfured to the Princefs ; and the Englifh Proteftants, on the other hand, from the 
profpect of her fucceffion, ftill entertained hopes of obtaining at lait a peaceable 
and a fafe redrefs of all their grievances, But when the Prince of ‘Wales was 
born, both the Prince and the Englifh nation were reduced to defpair, and faw 
no reflource but in a confederacy for their mutual interefts. And thus the event 
which the King had fo long made the object of his moft ardent prayers, and 
from which he expected the firm eftablifhment of his throne, proved the immie- 
diate caufe of his ruin and downfall. 

ZuvLEsTEIN, who had been fent over to congratulate the King on the birth of 
his fon, brought the Prince formal invitations from moft of the great men in E.ng- 
land, to affift them, by his arms, in the recovery of their laws and liberty. The 
bifhop of London, the earls of Danby, Nottingham, Devonfhire, Dorfet, the 
duke of Norfolk, the marquefs of Hallifax, the lords Lovelace, Delamere, Pau- 
let, Eland, Mr. Hambden, Powle, Lefter, befides many eminent citizens of L.on- 
don; all thefe perfons, tho’ of the moft oppofite parties, concurred in their appli- 
cations tothe Prince. The Whigs, fuitable to their antient principles of liberty, Coalition of 
which had led-them to attempt the exclufion bill, eafily agreed to oppofe a King, parties, 
whofe conduét had verified whatever his worft enemies had prognofticated of his 
ficceffion. The Tories and the church party, finding their paft fervices forgotten, 
their rights invaded, their religion threatened, acreed to drop for the prefent all 
over- {trained doétrines of fubmiffion, and attend to the great and powerful dictates 
of nature. The Nonconformifts, dreading the careffes of known and inveterate 
enemies, deemed the offers of toleration more fecure from a Prince, educated in 
thofe principles, and accuftomed to that praétice.. And thus all faction was fora 

Vou. Il. Hh h time 


* D’Avaux, 14th and 24th of September, 8th and 15th of OGober, 1088. 
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time laid afleep in England; and rival parties, forgetting their animofity, had 
cretly concurred in a defign of oppofing their unhappy and mifeuided Sovereign 


The ear] of Shrewfbury, who had acquired great pepul: 


arity by deferting, at this time, 

the Catholic religion, in which he had been educated, left his regiment, mortgaged 
his eftate for forty thoufand pounds, and made a tender of his fword and purfe to 
i 

had taken a journey for the fame parpofe. Lord Mordaunt was at the Facue, and 
puthed on the enterprize with that ardent and courageous fpirit, for which he was 
jo eminent. Even Sun lerland, the King’s favourite miniiter, is believed to have 


the Prince of Orange. Lord Wharton, notwithftanding his age and infitmitie 


entered into a correfpondence with the Prince; and at the expence of his own fu. 
neur and his mafter’s intereft, to have fecretly embraced a caule, which, he fore- 


faw, was likely foon to predominate *, 
Yue Prince was eafily determined to yield to the applications of the Enelifh, 
y ~ Fae . m . ¢ . ° : a ’ 
and to embrace the defence of a nation, which, during its prefent fears and diftreffes 
; ; . ‘ < 4 > . a; @ ~sF re 4 
regarded him as its fole protector. The great object of his ambition was to be 
placed at the head of a confederate army, and by his valour to avenge the Injuries, 
which himfelf, his country, and his allies had fuftained from the haughty Lewis. 
But while EHagland remained under the prefent government, he defpaired of ever 
forming a league, which would be able, with any probability of fuccefs, to make 
Oppofition againft that powerful Monarch. The tyes of affinity could not be fup- 
poled to have great influence over a perfon of the Prince’s rank and temper; much 
more, as he knew, that they were at frit unwillingly contracted by the King, and 
ate S 
had never fince been cultivated by any eflential favours or good offices. Or fhould 
any reproach remain upon him for violating the duties of private life; the glory of 
| » . P . Z ~s - re 
delivering oppreffed nations would, he hoped, be able, in the eyes of all reafone 
able men, to make ample compentation, He could not well expect, on the com- 
mencement of his enterprize, that it would lead” him to mount the throne of 
England: But he undoubtedly forefaw, that its fuccefs would eftablith his autho- 
rity in that Kingdom. And fo egregious was James’s temerity, that there was 
no advantage, fo great or obvious, which that Prince’s indifcretion might not 
afford his enemies, 


ae . . 
Tue Prince of Orange, thro’out his whole life, was peculiarly happy in the 
fituations, in which he was placed. He faved his own country frem ruin, he 
. “art ¢] 1; 1a 2 ; Le dG _— : 
reitored the liberties of thefe kingdoms, he fupported the general independency 
of 
* D’Avaux was always of that opinion, See his Negotiations 6th and 20th of May, 18th, 27th 
ef september, 22d of November, 1688. But it is pretended, that that lord always fuggetted modes 
rate councils to the King; a fure proof, if true, of his fidelity. See his defence, 
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of Europe. And thus, tho’ his virtue, it is confeffed, be not the pureft, which Chap. I. 
we meet with in hiftory, it will be difficult to find any perfon, whofe actions and 10ee, 
conduct have contributed more eminently to the-gentral ihterefts of fociety and 

of mankind. 

TxeE time, when the Prince entered on his enterprize, was very well chofen ; Prince's pres 

as the people were then in the higheft ferment, on account ef the infult, which? *"?"™ 
the imprifonment and trial of the bifhops had put upon the church, and indeed 
upon all the Proteftants of the nation. His method of conduéting the prepara- 
tions was no lefs:wife and politic. Under other pretexts, he had beforehand made 
confiderable augmentations to the Dutch fleet; and the'fhips were at that time 
lying in barboue, Some additional troops were alfo levied ; and fums of money, 
raiicd for other purpofes, were diverted by the Prince to the ufe of this expedition, 
The States had. given him. their entire confidence ;. and partly from terror of the 
exorbitant power of France, partly from difguft av fome reftraints laid on their 
commerce in that kingdom, were fenfible how neceflary fuccefs in this enterprize 
was become to their domettic happinefs and fecurity. Many of the neighbouring 
Princes regarded him as their guardian and protector, and were guided by him 
in, all their councils. He held: conferences with Caftanaga, governor of the Spa- 
nifh Netherlands, with the Electors of Brandenburgh and Saxony, with the Land- 
grave of Heffe-Caffel, with the whole houfe of Lunenbourg. It was agreed, that 
thefe Princes fhould replace the troops employed againft England, and fhould pro- 
tect the United Provinces during the abfence of the Prince of Orange. Their 
forces were already on their march for that purpofe: A confiderable encampment 
of the Dutch .army was formed: near Nimeguen: Every place was in motion; 
and tho’ the roots of this confpiracy reached from one end of Europe to the other, 
fo fecret were the Prince’s councils, fo fortunate was the: difpofition of affairs, that 
he ftill could cover his preparations under other pretexts; and: little fufpicion was 
entertained of his real intentions. 

Tue King of France, menaced by the league of Aufboure, had refolved to 
ftrike the firft blow againtt the allies; and Rav! ing fought a quarrel with the Em-+ 
peror and the Elettor Palatine, he had invaded Germany with a great army, and 
laid fiege to Pate meas The Elector of Cologne, who was allo Bifhop of 
Liege and Muntter, and whofe territories almoft entirely furrounded the United 
eon, had died about this time; and thé candidates for that rich fucceffion 
were Prince Clement of Bavaria, fupported by the houfe of Auttria, and the car- 
dinal of Furftembourg, an entire dependant on France. The Pope, who favoured 
the allies, was able to throw the ballanee between the parties, and Prince Clemente 
was chofen; a circumf{tance which contributed extremely to the fecurity of the 
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States. But as the cardinal kept poffeffion of many of the fortreffes, and had ap- 
plied to France for fuccours, the neighbouring territories were all in motion; and 
thus the preparations of the Dutch and their allies feemed intended merely for 
their own defence againft the enterprizes of Lewis. 

Aut the artifices, however, of the Prince could not entirely conceal his real 
intentions from the fagacity of the French court. D’Avaux, Lewis’s envoy at the 
Hague, had been able, by a comparifon of circumftances, to trace the purpofes of the 
preparations in Holland; and he inftantly informed his mafter of the difcovery. 
Lewis conveyed the intelligence to James ; and accompanied the information with 
a very important offer. He was willing to join a fquadron of French fhips to the 


France to the Ringlifh fleet; and to fend over any number of troops, which James fhould judge 


King. 


Rejected. 


requifite for his fecurity. When this propofal was rejected, he again offered to raife 
the fiege of Philipfbourg, to march his army into the Netherlands, and by the 
terror of his arms to detain the Dutch forces in their own country. This pro- 
pofal met with no better reception. 


JAMES was not, as yet, entirely convinced, that his fon in law intended an in- 
vafion upon England. Fully perfwaded, himfelf, of the facrednefs of his own au- 
thority, he fancied, that a like belief had made deep impreflion on his fubjects ; and 
notwithftanding the {trong fymptoms of difcontent which broke out, fuch an uni- 
verfal combination in. rebellion appeared to him no way credible. His army, in 
which he trufted, and which he had confiderably augmented, would be eafily able, 
he thought, to repel foreign forée, and to fupprefs any fedition among the populace. 
A fmall number of French troops, joined to thefe, might tend only to breed dif- 
content; and afford them a pretext for mutinying againft foreigners, fo feared and 
fo hated by the nation. A great body of auxiliaries might indeed fecure him, both 
acain{t an invafion from Holland, and againft the rebellion of his own fubjects ; but 
would be able afterwards to reduce him to total dependence, and render his autho- 
fity entirely precarious. Even the French invafion of the Low Countries might be 
attended with very dangerous confequences ; and would fuffice, in thefe jealous 
times, to revive the old fufpicion of a combination againft Holland, and againft the 
proteftant religion ; a fufpicion, which had already produced {uch difcontents in 
England. Thefe were the views fuggefted by Sunderland , and it muft be confeffed, 
that the reafons, on which they were founded, were fufficiently plaufible; as indeed 
the fituation, to which the King had reduced himfelf, was, to the laft degree, de- 
licate and perplexing. 

Stitt Lewis was unwilling to abandon a friend and ally, whofe intereft he re- 
garded as clofely connected with his own. By the fuggeftion of Skelton, the King’s 


minifter 


ScAy M. E S22. A2r 


minitter at Paris, orders were fent D’ Avaux to remontftrate with the States in 
Lewis’s name againft thefe preparations, which they were making to invade Eng- 
land. The ftri& amity, faid the French minifter, which fubfifts between the two 
monarchs will make Lewis regard every attempt againft his ally as an act of hof- 
tility.againft himfelf.. This remonftrance had a very bad effect, and put the 
States in a flame. What is this alliance, they afked, between Prance and Eng- 
land, which has been fo carefully concealed from us? Is it of the fame nature 
with the former; meant for our deftruction and for the extirpation of the pro- 
teftant religion? If fo, it is high time for us to provide for our own defence, and 
to anticipate thofe projects, which are forming again{t us. 

Even James was difpleafed with this officious ftep taken by Lewis for his fer- 
vice. He was not reduced, he faid, to the condition of the cardinal of Furftem- 
berg, and obliged to feek the protection of France. He recalled Skelton, and 
threw him into the Tower for his rafh conduct. He folemnly difavowed D’Avaux’s 
memorial; and protefted, that no alliance fubfifted between him and Lewis, but 
what was public and known to all the world *.. The States, however, ftill affect- 
ed to appear incredulous on that article; and the Englifh, extremely prepofiefled 
againtt. their Sovereign, firmly believed, that a project was concerted with Lewis 
for their entire fubjection. Portfmouth, it was faid, was to be put into the hands 
of that ambitious monarch : England was to be filled with French and Irifh 
troops: and every man, who was not willing to embrace the Romilh fuperiftition, 
was by thefe bigotted Princes devoted to fudden deftruction. 

Turse fuggeftions were every where fpread abroad, and tended extremely to aug- 
ment the difcontents, of which both the fleet and army, as well as the people, be- 
trayed every day the moft evident fymptoms. The fleet had begun to mutiny ; 
hecaufe Stricland, the admiral, a Roman Catholic, introduced the mafs aboard 
his thip, and difmiffed the proteftant chaplain. It was with fome difficulty they 
could Bo appeafed ; and they ftill perfifted.in declaring, that they would not fight 
againtt ieDutch, whom they called friends and brethren ;. but would willingly en- 
cage the French, whom they regarded as national enemies. The King had intended 
to augment his army with Trith recruits, and he refolved to try the experiment on 
the regiment of the Duke of Berwic, his natural fon ; but Beaumont, the lieutenant- 
colonel, refufed to admit thems; and to this oppofition five captains fteadily .ad- 

hered, 


: . 7 s et < 
* That there really was no new alliance formed betwixt France and England appears both from Sun- 
derland’s apology, and from D’Avaux’s negotiations, lately publifhed : See Vol. IV. p. 18. Eng. Tranf- 
th of September 1687. 16th of March, 6th of May, roth of Auguift, 2d, 23d, and 


lation. 27 : ; 
24th of September, sth and 7th of October, rith of November, 1688. 
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hered. ‘They were all cafhiered ; and had not the difcontents.of the army on this 
occafion become very apparent, it was refalved to have tried and punifhed thofe 
officers for mutiny. 

Tue King made a trial of the difpofitions of his army, in a manner ftill more 
undifguifed, Finding oppofition from all the civil and ecclefiaftical powers of the 
kingdem, he refolved to appeal to the military, who, if unanimous, were able alone 
to ferve all his purpofes, and enforce univerfal obedience. His intention was to 
engage all the regiments, one after another, to give their confent to the repeal of 
the teft and penal ftatutes ; and accordingly, the major of Lichfield’s drew out the 
battallion before the King, and told them, that they were required either to enter 
into his Majeity’s views, in thefe particulars, or today down theirarms. The King 
was furprized to find, that, two captains and a few popith foldiers excepted, the 
whole battallion immediately embraced the latter part of the alternative. For fome 
time, he remained fpeechlefs; but having recovered from: his aftonifhment, he 
commanded them to take up their arms; adding with a fullen,-difeontented air, 
‘** That for the future, he would not do them the honour to afk their advice.’ 

Wuize the King was difmayed with thefe fymptoms of general difaffeétion, he 
received a letter from the marquefs of Albeville, his minifter at the Hague ; which 
informed him with certainty that he was foon to look for a powerful invafion from 
Fiolland, and that Penfionary Fagel had at laft acknowleged, that the fcope of all 
the Dutch preparations was to traniport forces into England. ‘Tho’ James could 
‘eafonably expect no other intelligence, he was aftonifhed at the news: He grew 
pale, and the letter dropped from his hand: His eyes: were now opened, and he 
found himfelf on the brink of a frightful precipice, which his deluGens had hitherto 
concealed from him. His minifters and counfellors, equally aftonithed with him- 
felf, faw no reffource but in-a: fudden and precipitant retraction of all thofe fatal 


The King re- meafures, by which he had created: himfelf fo many enemies, foreign and demettic. 


tracts his 
gsacaliures. 


He paid court ta the Dutch, and offered to-enter into any alliance with them for 
commen: fecurity : He replaced in all the counties the deputy-lieutenants and juf- 
tices, who had been deprived of their commiffions for their adherence to the teft and 
the penal laws: He-reftored the charters of London and of all the corporations : 
He annulled the court of ecelefiaftical commiffiom: Fle took off the bifhoep of Lon- 
don’s fufpenfion: He re~inftated/the expelled prefident and fellows of Magdalen 
college : And he was even reduced to carefs thofe bifhops, whom he had fo lately 
profecuted and infulted. All thefe meafures were regarded as fymptoms of fear, 
not of repentance, The bifhops, inftead of promifing fuccour, or fuggefting com- 
fort, recapitulated to. him all the inftances of. his mal-adminiftration, and advifed 
him thenceforwards to follow more falutary council, And as intelligence arrived of 


8 | a 
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a great difafter, which had befallen the Dutch fleet, it is com monly believed, that Chap. H.. 
the King recalled, for fome time, the conceflions, which he had ordered to be sii 
made to Magdalen college: A very bad fign of his fincerity in his other concef- 

fions. Nay, fo prevalent were his unfortunate prepofiefions, that, amid all his 

prefent: diftreffes, he could not forbear, at the baptifm of the young Prince, from 
appointing the Pope to be one of the godfathers, 

THE report, that a fuppofititious child was to be impofed on thenation, had been 
widely {pread, and greedily received, before the Prince of Wales’s birth: But the 
Kine, who, without feeming to take notice of the matter, might eafily have quathed 
that ridiculous rumour, had, from an ill-timed haughtinefs, totally negleGted it. He 
difdained, he faid, to fatisfy thofé, whe could deem him capable of fo bafe and 
villainous an action, Finding that the calumny {till gained ground, and had 
made deep imprefiien on his fubjects, be was now obliged.to fubmit to the mor- 
tifying office of afcertaining the reality of that birth. Tho’ no particularattention 
had.-been beforehand: given to enfure proof,. the evidence, both of the Queen’s 
pregnancy and delivery, was rendered indifputable; and fo much the more, that 
ho argument or proof of any importance. nothing but popular rumour and fur- 
mize, could b: thrown into the oppofite {cale. 

MzrAnwHuite, the Prince of Orange’s declaration was difperfed over the KING- Prince’s don 
dom, and met with. univerfal approbation. All the grievances of the nation were claration, 
there enumerated : The difpenfing and fufpending power ; the court of ecclefiaf~_ 
tical commiffion ; the filling all offices with Catholics, and the raifing a jefuit to 
be a privy-counfellor ; the open encouragement given'to popery, by building every 
where churches, colleges, feminaries for that fect ; the difplacing of judges, if they 
refufed to give fentence according to orders, received from Court ; the annulling 
the charters.of all the corporations, and the fubjeéting the election of members to 
arbitrary will and pleafure ; the treating petitions, even the moft modeft. and from 
perfons.of the higheft rank, as criminal and feditious ; the committing the whole 
authority of irel.nd, civil and military, into-the hands of Papifts ; the affuming 
an abfolute power over the religion and laws of Scotland, and openly exacting in 
that kingdom-an obedience without referve ; and the violent prefumptions again{t: 
the legitimacy of the Prince of Wales. In order to rediefs all thefe grievances, the 
Prince faid, that he intended to come over into England with an armed force, which 
might protect him from the King’s evil counfellors: And that his fole aim was to 
have a Jegal and iree Parliament fummoned, who might provide for the fafety and 
liberty of the nation, as well as-examine the proofs of the Prince of Wales’s legi= 
timacy. No-one, he added, could entertain fuch hard thoughts of him as to ima- 

gine, 
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gine, thet he had formed other defigns than to procure the full and lafting fettle- 
ment of the religion, liberty, and property of the fubje&t. The force, which he 
intended to bring with him, was totally difproportioned to any views of conqueft ; 
and it were abfurd to fufpect, that fo many perfons of high rank, both in church 
and ftate, would have given him fo many folemn invitations for fuch a pernicious 
purpofe. Tho’ the Englifh minitters, terrified with his enterprize, had pretended 
to redref: fome of the grievances complained of ; there ftill remained the foundation 
of all grievances, that upon which they could in an inftant be again erected, an arbi- 
trary anc defpotic power in the Crown. And for this ufurpation there was no poffible 
remedy, but by a full declaration of all the rights of the fubject in a free Parliament. 

So well concerted were the Prince’s meafures, that, in three days, above four 
hundred tranfports were hired; the army quickly fell down the rivers and canals 
from Nineguen; the artillery, arms, ftores, horfes were embarked; and the 


ait of Odo- Prince fit fail from Helvoet-Sluice, with a fleet of near five hundred vefiels, and 


ber. 


an army of above fourteen thoufand men. He firft encountered a ftorm, which 
drove hin back: But his lofs being foon repaired, the fleet put to fea under the 
commanl of admiral Herbert, and made fail with a fair wind towards the weft of 
England The fame wind detained the King’s fleet in the river, and enabled the 
Dutch te pafs the Straits of Dover without moleftation. Both fhores were covered 
with multitudes of people, who, befides admiring the grandeur of the {pectacle, 
were hell {n anxious fufpence by the profpect of an enterprize, the moft important, 
which, during fome ages, had been undertaken in Europe. The Prince had a 
profperais voyage, and landed his army fafely in Torbay on the fifth of Novem- 
ber, theanniverfary of the gunpowder-treafon. 

Tuer Dutch army marched firft to Exeter; and the Prince’s declaration was 
there ptblithed. That whole county was fo terrified with the executions, which 
had enfied upon Monmouth’s rebellion, that no body for feveral days joined the 
Prince. The bifhop of Exeter in a fright fled to London, and carried to Court 
intelligeice of the invafion. As a reward of his zeal, he received the archbifhop- 
ric of York, which had long been kept vacant, with an intention, as was uni- 
verfally believed, of beftowing it on fome Catholic. The firft perfon, who joined 
the Pri:ce, was major Burrington; and he was quickly followed by the gentry 
of the counties of Devon and Somerfet. Sir Edward Seymour made’ propofals 
for an dflociation, which every one figned. By degrees, the earl of Abington, 
Mr. Rutel, fon to the earl of Bedford, Mr. Wharton, G dfrey, Howe came to 
Exeter. A!l England was in commotion. Lord Delamer: took arms in Chefhire, 


Generalcom-the ear of Danby feized York, the earl of Bath governor of Plymouth, de- 


motion, 


clared 
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clared for the Prince, the earl of Devonfhire made a like declaration in Derby. =P. It. 
The nobility and gentry of Nottingham embraced the fame caufe; andevery day ~~ ~~ 
there appeared fome effect of that univerfal combination, into which the nation had 

entered againft the meafures of the King. Even thofe who toox not the field 

againft him, were able to embarrafs and confound his councils. A petition for a 

free Parliament was figned by twenty-four bifhops and peers of the greateft diftinc- 

tion, and was prefented to the King. No one thought of oppofiticn or refiftance 


againft the invader. 

But the moft dangerous fymptom was the difaffeétion, which, fiom the general Defertion of 
fpirit of the nation, not from any particular reafon, had crept into tlearmy. The “* “™” 
officers feemed all difpofed to prefer the interefts of their country ad of their re- 
ligion before thofe principles of honour and fidelity, which are comrronly eiteemed 
the moft facred tyes by men of that profeflion. Lord Colchefter, fon to the ear! 
of Rivers, was the firft officer, who deferted to the Prince; and he was attended 
by a few of his troops. Lord Lovelace madea like effort; but was ntercepted by 
the militia under the duke of Beaufort, and taken prifoner: Lord Vornbury, fon 
to the earl of Clarendon, was more fuccefsful. He attempted to cary over three 
regiments of cavalry ; and he actually brought a confiderable part of them to the 
Prince’s quarters, Several officers of diftinction informed Feverfhan, the general, 
that they could not in confcience fight againft the Prince of Orange. 


Lorp Cuurcuul ct had been raifed from the rank of a page, had been invefted 
with a high command in the army, had been created a peer, andhad owed his 
whole fortune to the King’s bounty: Yet even this perfon could rfolve, during 

the prefent extremity, to defert his unhappy mafter, who had ever repofed entire 


Fe carried with him the duke of Grafton, natural fon to the 


confidence in him. 
This conduct was 2 


late King, colonel Berkeley, and fome troops of dragoons. 
fiznal facrifice to public virtue of every duty in private life ; and required, for ever 
afterwards, the moft upright, the moft difinterefted, and moft puble-fpirited be- 
haviour to render it juftifiable 

Tue King had arrived at Salifbury, the head quarters of his army, when he 
received this fatal news. That Prince, tho’ a fevere enemy, had ever appeared a 
warm, fteady, and fincere friend ; and he was extremely fhocked with this, as 
well.as with many other inftances of ingratitude, to which he was now expofed. 
There remained none, in whom he could confide. As the whole «rmy had dil- 
covered fymptoms of difcontent, he concluded it full of treacher7 ; and being 
deferted by thofe whom he had moft favoured and obliged, he no longer expected 2 

ehat others would hazard their lives'in his fervice. During this diftration and per- 
Vou. I. 2 as plexity, 
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at Chap.II. plexity, he embraced a fudden refolution of drawing off his army, and retiring toe 


j «<Q 
wi IOsS5d. 


A a wards London: A meafure, which could ferve only to betray his fears, and pro- 


voke farther treachery. 
treft benefactor. 
His lady and he had an entire afcendant over the family of Prince George of Den- 
mark; and the time now appeared feafonable for overwhelming the unhappy 
King, who was already ftaggering with the violent fhocks, which he had received, 
Andover was the firft ftage of his Majefty’s retreat towards London; and there, 
rise sag Prince George, together with the young duke of Ormond, Sir George Huet, and 
Beas id fome other perfons of diftinction, deferted him in the night-time, and retired to the 
Prince’s camp. No fooner had this news reached London, than the Princefs 
andofthe Anne, pretending fear of the King’s difpleafure, withdrew herfelf in the company 
PrincefsAnne. of the bifhop of London and lady Churchhill. She fled to Nottingham ; where 
the earl of Dorfet received her with great refpect, and the gentry of the county 

uickly formed a troop. for her protection. 


AS peg = AG <0 = 
es 
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Tue late King, in order to gratify the nation, had entrufted the education of 
his nieces entirely to Proteftants; and as thefe Princeffes were efteemed the chief 
refflource of the eftablifhed religion after their father’s defection, great care had 
been taken to inftill into them, from their earlieft infancy, the ftrongeft prejudices 
againft popery. During the violence too of fuch popular currents, as now pre- 
vailed in England, all private confiderations are commonly loft in the general paf- 
fion; and the more principle any perfon poffeffes, the more apt is he, on {uch oc- 


ms: cafions, to neglect and abandon his domeftic duties. Tho’ thefe caufes may ac- 


count for the Princefs’s behaviour, they had no way prepared the King to expect fo 
aftonifhing an event. He burft into tears, when the firft intelligence of it was con- 
King’s con- veyed to him. Undoubtedly he forefaw in this incident the total expiration of his 
fernation, — yoval authority: But the nearer and more intimate concern of a parent laid hold 
of his heart; when he found himfelf abandoned in his uttermoft diftrefs by a child, 
and a virtuous child, whom he had ever regarded with the moft tender affection. 
“* God help me,” cried he, in the extremity of his agony, ** my own children 
* have forfaken me!”’ It is indeed fingular, that a Prince, whofe chief blame 
confifted in imprudences and mifguided principles, fhould be expofed, from reli- 


yeh gious antipathy, to fuch treatment, as even Nero, Domitian, or the moft enor- 


mous tyrants, that have difgraced the records of hiftory, never met with from 
their friends and family. 
: So violent were the prejudices, which at this time prevailed, that this unhappy 
| father, who had been deferted by his favourite child, was believed, upon her dif- 
appearance, 
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appearance, to have put her to death: And it was fortunate, that the truth was 
timely difcovered ; otherwife the populace, even the King’s guards themfelves, 
might have been engaged, in revenge, to commence a maffacre of the priefts and 


Catholics. 

Tue King’s fortune now expofed him to the contempt of his enemies; and his 
behaviour was not fuch as could procure him the efteem of his friends and adh-rents. 
Unable to refift the torrent, he preferved not prefence of mind in yielding to it; 
but feemed in this emergence as much deprefied with adverfity, as he had before 
been vainly elated by profperity. He called a council of all the peers and prelates 
who were in London ; and followed their advice in iffuing writs for a new Parlia- 
ment, and in fending Halifax, Nottingham, and Godolphin, as commiffioners. to 
treat with the Prince of Orange. But thefe were the laft acts of royal authority 
which he exerted. He even hearkened to imprudent council, by which he was 
prompted to defert the throne, and to gratify his enemies beyond what their fondeft 
hopes could have promifed them. 

Tur Queen, obferving the fury of the people, and knowing how much fhe was 
the object of general hatred, was ftruck with the deepeft terror, and began to ap- 
prehend a parliamentary impeachment, from which, fhe was told, the Queens of 
England were not exempted. The popifh courtiers, and above all, the priefts, 
were aware, that they would be the firft facrifice, and that their perpetual banifh- 
ment was the fmalleft penalty, which they muft expect from national refentment. 
They were therefore defirous of carrying the King along with them; whofe pre- 
fence, they knew, would ftill be fome reffource and protection to them in foreign 
countries, and whofe reftoration, if it ever happened, would again re-inftate them 
in power and authority. The ceneral defection of the Proteftants made the King 
regard the Catholics, as his only fubjeéts, on whofe council he could rely ; and 
the fatal cataftrophe of his father afforded them a plaufible reafon for making 
him apprehend a like fate. The infinite difference of circumftances was not, 
during men’s prefent diftraction, fufficiently weighed. Even after the people 
were inflamed by a long civil war, the execution of Charles the firft could not be 
deemed a national deed: It was perpetrated by a fanatical army, pufhed on by a 
daring and enthufiaftic leader ; and the whole kingdom had ever entertained, and 
did {hill entertain; a moft violent abhorrence againft that enormity. The fituation 
of public affairs, therefore, no more refembled what they were forty years before, 
than the Prince of Orange, either in birth, character, fortune, or connexions, could 
be fuppofed a parallel to Cromwel. 
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Chap. IT, Tr ritlart 
gal | Fue emiffaries of France, and among the reft, Barillon, the French ambaffi- 
ior a7 oo” oa re 2 
dor, were bufy about the King; and they had entertained a very falfe notion, 


he te al aay, . | . ' 
which they inftilled into him, that nothing would more certainly retard the public 
fettlement, and beget univerfal confufion, than his defertion of the kingdom. The 
or " 2° mT 
Prince of Orange had with good reafon embraced a contrary Opinion; and he 
of ti ie bias ee ee > . . : 
efteemed it extremely difficult to find expedients for fecuring the nation, fo long 
4¢ a kK; ~ To {T; = . 
as the King kept poffeflion of the crown, A@tuated, therefore, by this public mo- 
tive, and no lets, we may well prefume, by private ambition, he was determined 
to ule every lent, ic intimidat ( 
€ every expedient, | which might intimidate the King, and’ make him defert 
that throne, which he himfelf was alone enabled to fill. He declined a perfonal 
. } * 5 * 5 
conference with the King’s commiffioners, and-fent.the earls of Clarendon and Ox- 
ford to treat-with them: The terms, which he propofed, implied almoft a prefent 
participation of the fovereignty : And he {topped not amoment the march of his 
army towards-London: 





Tue news, which the King received from all’ quarters, helped to continue the 
* . 7} . ~1 . a ‘ . e . 
panic, into whicn he was fallen, and which his enemies expected to improve to 
their advantage. Colonel Copel, deputy-governor of Hull, made himfelf mafter 
of that important fortrefs;. and threw into prifon lord Langdale, the. governors. a 
Catholic ; together with lord Montgomery, a:nobleman of the fame religion. The- 
town of Newcaftle received the lord Lumly,.and declared for. the Prince of Orange 
: > “+ © = 

and.a free. Parliament. The duke of Norfolk, lord lieutenant of the county. of that- 
nanie, engaged it in the fame meafure. | The Prince’s declaration was read at Ox- 
7 } $ ' : 
ford by. the duke of Ormond, and. received with great applaufe by that loyal Uni-. 
verfity, who alfo made an offer of their. plate to the Prince. Every day, fome- 
vy FR , 
perfon of quality or diftinction,; and» among the reft, the duke of Somerfet,_ went - 
over totheenemy. A very violent declaration was difperfed in the Prince’s name,.. 
but not witirhis-participation ;. where every one-was commanded to feize and. punifh 
all Papifts; who, contrary to law, pretended either to carry arms, orexercife any act 
of authority. [t.maynot be unworthyof notice, thata merry ballad, called Lilliballero,. 
being at this time publithed in derifion of the Papifts and the Irith, it was greedily 
; Lv | 1 2 : e 4 
received by. the peopje, and was. univerfally fung by all:ranks: of men, even by the 
King’s army, who were ftrongly. feized with the national {pirit. This incident- 
both difcovered, and ferved to encreafe, the general difcontent of the kingdom. 
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Tue contagion of mutiny-and difobedience. had - alfo reached Scotland, whence 
the regular-forces, contrary to the.advice.of Balcarras, the treafurer, were with- 
drawn, in, order to re-inforce the Englifh army. The.marquefs of Athole, ta- 
gether with the vifcount. Tarbat, and others, finding the opportunity favourable, | 

began. 
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began to intrigue againft Perth, the chancellor; and the Prefbyterians and other 
malecontents flocked from all quarters to Edinburgh, |The chancellor, apprehen- 
five of the confequences, found it expedient to withdraw; and the populace, as if 


that event were a fignal for their infurrection, immediately rofe in arms, and rifled. 


the poptfh chapel in the King’s palace. All the Catholics, even all-the zealous 
Royaliits, were obliged to conceal themfelves ; and the privy council, inftead of 
their former fubmiffive ftrains-of addrefs to the King, and violent.edicts againit 
their fellow-fubjects,. now made applications to the Prince of Orange, as the fole 
reftorer of law and liberty. 

Tue King every moment alarmed, more and more, with thefe proofs of a-ge« 
neral difaffection, net-daring to repofe truft in any but thofe who were expofed. to 
more danger than himfelf, agitated by indignation towards ingratitude, by-difdain 
of infidelity, impelled by his own féars and thofe of others, precipitantly embraced 


the refolution of withdrawing to France, and he fent off beforehand the Queen and 


the infant Prince, under the conduct of count Lauzun, an old favourite of the French 
Monarch. Wehimfelf difappeared inthe night-time, attended only by Sir Edward 
Hales, anew convert; and made the beft-of his way to a fhip, which waited him 
near the mouth of the river.. Asif this meafure had not been. the moft grateful to his 
‘enemies of any which he could adopt, he had carefully concealed his intention. from 
all the world; and nothing could equal. the furprize, which .feized the city, the 
court, the kingdom, upon the difcovery of this ftrange event. . Men beheid, all on 
a fudden, the reins of government thrown up by the hand which held them; and 
{aw none, who had any right, or even pretenfion, to-take poffeffion of them. 

Tue more efiectually.to-involve every thing in confufion, the King appointed 
-not any one, who fhould, in his abfence, exercife any part of the adminiftration ; 
he threw the great feal into. the river ; and he-recalled all thofe writs, which. had 
been iffued for elections to. the new. Parliament: . Itis often fuppofed, that the fole 
motive, which impelled him.to this fudden-defertion, was his reluctance to meet a 
free Patliament, and his refolution not to fubmit to.thofe terms, which his fubjects 
would deem requifite for the fecurity of their liberties and their. religion... But it 
muft.be:.confidered, that -his fubjeéts had firft deferted him, and entirely loft 
his confidence; that he might reafonably. be fuppofed to.entertain fears for hjs 
liberty, if not for his life; and that the conditions would not probably be mode- 
rate, which the nation, fenfible of his inflexible temper, enraged with the violation of 


and flight. 
12th of De-~ - 
cember. 


their laws and the danger of their religion, and forefeeing his re‘entment on account 


of their paft oppofition, would, in his prefent circumftances, exact from_him, 
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Chap. I. By this temporary diffolution of government, the populace were now matters ; 

1088. and there was no diforder, which, during their prefent ferment, might not be 

dreaded from them. ‘They rofe in a tumult and deftroyed all the mafs-houfes, 

They even attacked and rifled the houfes of the Florentine envoy and Spanifh am- 

baflador, where many of the Catholics had lodged their moft valuable effects. 

Jefferies, the chancellor, who had difguifed himfelf, in order to fly the kingdom, 

was difcovered by them, and fo abufed, that he died in a little time afterwards. 

Even the army, which fhould have fupprefled thofe tumults, would, it was appre- 

hended, ferve rather to encreafe the general diforder. Feverfham had no fooner 

heard of the King’s retreat, than he difbanded the troops in the neighbourhood, 

and without either difarming or paying them, let them loofe to prey upon the 
country. 

In this extremity, the bifhops and peers, who were in town, being the only re- 
maining authority of the ftate (for the privy council, compofed of the King’s 
creatures, was totally difregarded) thought proper to afiemble, and to interpofe 
for the prefervation of the community. They chofe the marquefs of Halifax their 
fpeaker: They gave directions to the mayor and aldermen for keeping the peace of 
the city: They iffted orders, which were readily obeyed, to the fleet, the army, and 
all the garrifons: And they made applications to the Prince, whofe enterprize they 
highly applauded, and whofe fuccefs they joyfully congratulated. 


Tue Prince on his part was not wanting to the tyde of fuccefs, which fowed in 
upon him, nor backward in affuming that authority, which the prefent exigency 
had put into his hands. Befides the general popularity, attending his caufe, a new 
incident made his approach to London ftill more welcome. In the prefent trepida- 
tion of the people, a rumour arofe, either from chance or defign, that the difbanded 
Irifh had taken arms, and had commenced an wniverfal maflacre of all the Pro- 
teftantsin England. This ridiculous belief was fpread all over the kingdom on 
one day ; and begot every where the deepeft confternation. ‘Ihe alarum bells were 
rung; the beacons fired; men fancied that they faw at a diftance the {moke of the 
burning cities, and heard the groans of thofe who were flaughtered in their neigh- 
bourhood. It was furprizing, that the Catholics did not all perifh, in the rage 
which naturally fucceeds fuch popular panics. 
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WHILE every one, either from principle, intereft, or animofity, turned their 

back on the unhappy King, who had abandoned his own caufe, the unwelcome 

Kine feizedat news arrived, that he had been feized by the populace at Feverfham, while he was 
Feverfham. making his efcape in difguife; that he had been very much abufed, til he was 
known; but that the gentry had then interpofed and protected him, tho’ they ftill 
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refufed to confent to his efcape. . This intelligence threw all parties into confufion. 
The Prince fent Zuyleftein with orders, that the King fhould approach no nearer 
than Rochefter ; but the meflage came too late. He was already arrived in Lon- 
don, where the populace, moved by compaffion for his unhappy fate, and aftuated 
by their own levity, had received hiin with fhouts and acclamations. 

Durine the King’s abode at Whitehall, little attention was payed him by the 
nobility or any perions of diftinction. They had, all of them, been previoufly 
difgufted on account of his blind partiality to the Catholics; and they knew, that 
they were now become more criminal in-his eyes by their late public applications to 
the Prince of Orange. He himfelf fhewed not any fymptoms of fpirit, nor dif 
covered any intention of refuming the reins of government, which he had once 
thrown afide. His authority was now plainly expired; and as he had exercifed 
his power, while pofiéffed of it, with very precipitant and haughty councils, he 
relinquifhed it by a defpair, equally precipitant and pufillanimous. 

Noruine remained for the now ruling powers but to deliberate how they fhould 
difpofe of his perfon. Befides, that the Prince may juftly be fuppofed to have 
poffeffed more generofity than to think of offering violence to an unhappy Mo- 
narch, fo nearly related to him, he knew, that nothing would fo effectually pro- 
mote his own views as the King’s retreat into France, a country at/all times fo ob- 
noxious to the Englifh. It was determined, therefore, to pufh him into that mea- 
fure, which, of himfelf, he feemed fufficiently inclined to embrace. The King 
having fent lord Feverfham on a civil meffage to the Prince, deéfiring a conference 
for an accommodation in order to the public fettlement, that nobleman) was putin 
arreft, under pretext of his wanting a paffport: The Dutch guards were ordered 
to take poffeffion of Whitehall, where the King then lodged, and to difplace the 
Englifh: And Halifax, Shrewfbury, and Delamere, brought’a meflage from the 
Prince, which they delivered tothe King in bed after midnight, ordering him to 
leave his palace next morning, and to depart for Ham, a feat of the dutchefs of 
Landerdale’s. He defired permiffion, which was eafily granted, of retiring to Ro- 
chefter, a town near the fea coaft. It was perceived, that the artifice had taken 
effect ; and that the King, terrified with’this harfh treatment, had renewed his for- 
mer refolution of leaving the kingdom. 

He lingered, however, fome days at Rochefter, under the protection of a Dutch 
cuard, and feemed defirous of an invitation {till to keep poffeffion of the throne. 
He was undoubtedly fenfible, that, as he had, at firft, trufted too much to his 
people’s loyalty, and in confidence of their fubmiffion, had offered the higheft vio- 
lence to their principles and prejudices ; fo had he, at laft, on finding his difappoint- 
ment, gone too far into the other extreme, and had haftily fuppofed them void 
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of all fenfe of duty or allegiance. But obferving, that the church, the nobility, 
the city, the country, all concurred in neglecting him, and leaving him to his own 
councils, he fubmitted to his melancholy fate; and being urged by earneft letters 
from the Queen, he privately embarked on board a frigate which waited for him, 
and he arrived fafely ac Ambleteufe in Picardy, whence he haftened to St. Germains, 
Lewis received him with the higheft generofity, fympathy, and regard ; a con- 
duct, which, more than his moft fignal. victories, contributes to the honour of that 
great. Monarch. 

Tuus ended the reign of a Prince, whom, if we confider his perfonal character 
rather than his public conduét, we may fafely pronounce to have been more unfor- 
tunate than criminal. He had many of thofe qualities which form a good citizen ; 
Even fome of thofe, which, had they not been fwallowed up in bigotry and arbi- 
trary-principles, ferve to compofe a good Sovereign. In domettic life, his conduc 
was irreproachable, and is intitled to our approbation. Severe, but open in his 
enmities, fteady in his councils, diligent in his fchemes, brave in his enterprizes, 
faithful, fincere, and honourable in his dealings with all men: Such was the cha- 
yacter, with which the duke of York mounted the throne of England. In that 
high ftation, his frugality of public money was remarkable, his induftry exemplary, 
his application to naval affairs fuccefsful, his encouragement of trace judicious, his 
jealoufy of national honour laudable: What then was wanting to make him an ex- 
cellent Sovereign ? A due regard and affection to the religion and conftitution of 
his country. Had he been poffeffed of this effential quality, even his midling ta- 
lents, aided by fo many virtues, would have srendered his reign honourable and 
happy. “When. it was:wanting, every excellency, which he poficfied, became dan- 
gerous and pernicious:to’his' kingdoms. 

Tue fincerity of this Prince (a virtue, on which he highly valued himfelf ) has 


‘been much queftioned in thofe re-iterated promifes, which he made.of preferving 


the liberties and religion of the nation. It muft'be confefied, that-his reign was 
one continued invafion of both; yet is it known, that, to his laft breath, he per- 
fifted in afferting, that he never meant to fubvert the laws, or procure more than a 
toleration and an equality of privileges to his catholic fubjects. This queftion can 
only affect the perfonal character of che King, not our judgment of his public con- 
dué&. ‘Tho’ by.a ftretch of candour-we fhould admit of his fincerity in thefe pro- 
feffions, ‘the people were equally juftifiable in their refiftance of him. -So lofty was 
the idea, which he had entertained, of his /ega/.authority, that it left his fubjects lit- 
tle orno right to. liberty, but what was dependant on his fovereign will and plea- 


fure: And fuch was his zeal.of profelytifm, that, whatever he might have in- 
tended, he plainly ftopped not at toleration and equality: He confined all power, 
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encouragement, and favour to the Catholics : Converts from intereft would foon Chap. I. 
have multiplied upon him: If not the greateft, at leaft the beft part of the people, sent 
he would have flattered himfelf, were brought over to his religion: And he would 

in a little time have thought it juft, as well as pious, to beftow on it all the public 
eftablifhments. Rigours and perfecutions againft heretics would f{peedily have fol- 

lowed ; and thus liberty and the proteftant religion had in the iflue been totally fub- 

verted; tho’ we fhould not fuppofe, that the King, on the commencement of his 

reign, had ferioufly formed a plan for that purpofe. And on the whole, allowing 

this Prince to have poflefled good qualities and good intentions, his conduét ferves 

only, on that very account, as a ftronger proof, how dangerous ‘it is to allow any 

Prince, infected with that fuperftition, to wear the crown of thefe kingdoms. 

AFTER this manner, the valour and abilities of the Prince of Orange, feconded by 
furprizing fortune, had effected the deliverance of this ifland ; and with very little 
effufion of blood (for only one officer of the Dutch army and a few private foldiers fe'] 
in an accidental fkirmifh) had expelled from the throne a great Prince, fupported 
by a formidable fleet and a numerous army. Still the more difficult tafk remained, 
and what perhaps the Prince regarded as not the leaft-important: The obtaining 
for himfelf that crown, which had fallen from the head of his father-in-law. Some 
lawyers, intangled in the fubtilties and forms of their profeffion, could think of no 
expedient ; but that the Prince fhould claim the crown by right of conqueft, fhould 
ailume immediately the title of Sovereign; and fhould call a Parliament, which, 
being thus legally fummoned by a King in poffeffion, could ratify whatever had 
been tranfacted before they affembled. But this meafure, being deftructive of all 
principles of liberty, the only principles on which his future throne could be efta- 
blifhed, was prudently rejected by the Prince, who, finding himfelf poffeffed of the | 
eoodwill of the nation, refolved to leave them entirely to their own guidance and =| 
direction. The peers and bifhops to the number of near ninety made an addrefs, | 
defiring him to fummon.a convention by circular letters ; to aflume, in the mean 
time, the management of all public affairs; and to concert meafures for the fecu- 
rity of Ireland.. At the fame time, they refufed reading a letter, which the King 
had left in order to apologize for his late defertion, by the violence which had 
been put upon him. | This ftep was a fufficient indication of their intentions with 
regard to that unhappy Monarch. 

Srity the Prince feemed unwilling to act upon an authority, wnich migh 
deemed fo imperf-ct : He was defirous of obtaining a more exprefs declaration of 
the publicconfent. A very judicious expedient was fallen on for that purpole, All 
the members, who had fat in the Houfe-of Commons during any Parliament of 
Charles the fecond (the on!y Parliaments whofe election was efteemed free) were 
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Chap. II. invited to meet; and to them were added the mayor, aldermen, and fifty of the 
1088. common council of the city. This was the moft proper reprefentative of the 
people, which could be fummoned during the prefent emergence. They unani- 
moufly voted the fame addrefs with the Lords: And the Prince, being thus fup- 
ported by al} the legal authoyty, which could poffibly be obtained in the prefent 
Convention critical juncture, wrote circular letters to the counties and corporations of Kng- 
SuSE ae ; and his orders were univerfally complied with. A moft profound tranquil- 
lity prevailed throughout the kingdom ; and the Prince’s adminiftration was fub- 
mitted to, as if he had fucceeded in the moft regular,manner to the vacant throne. 
The fleet received his orders: The army, without murmur or oppofition, allowed 
him to new-model them. And the city fupplied him with a loan of two hundred 

thoufand pounds. 


1689. Tue conduct of the Prince with regard to Scotland, was founded on the fame 
7thofjanu- prudent and moderate maxims, Finding, that there were many Scotchmen of 
Seas of rank at that time in London, he fummoned them together, laid before them his 
Scotland. = intentions, and afked their advice in the prefent emergency. This affembly, con- 

fitting of thirty noblemen and about fourfcore gentlemen, chofe duke Hamilton 
for prefident; a man, who, being of a temporizing character, was determined to 
pay court to the prefent authority. His eldeft fon, the earl of Arran, profeffed 
an adherence to King James; a ufual policy in Scotland, where the father and fon, 
during civil commotions, are often obferved to take oppofite fides; in order to f{e- 
cure at all adventures the family from forfeiture: Arran propofed to invite back 
the King upon conditions ; but as he was vehemently oppofed in this motion by 
Sir Patric Hume, and feconded by nobody, the affembly made an offer to the 
Princé of the prefent adminiftration, which he willingly accepted. To anticipate 
a little in our narration; a convention, by circular lettérs from the Prince, was 
fummoned at Edinburgh on the twenty-fecond of March; where it was foon vifi- 
ble, that the intereft of the malecontents would entirely prevail. ‘The more zea- 
lous Royalifts, regarding this affembly as illegal, had forborn-to appear at elec- 
tions ; and the other party were returned from moft places. ~ The revolution was 
not, in Scotland as in England, affected by the coalition of Whig and Tory: The 
former party alone had over-poweréd the government, and were too much enraged 
by the paft injuries, which they had fuffered, to admit of any compofition with 
their former mafters. So foon as the purpofe of the convention was difcovered, 
the earl of Balcarras and vifcount Dundee, the leaders of the Tories, withdrew 
from Edinburgh; and the convention having paffed a vote, that King James, 
by his mal-adminiftration, and his abufe of power, had forfeited all title to the 
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crown, they made a tender of the royal dignity to the Prince and*Princefs of Chap. Ih 

Orange. Seo: 
Tue Englifh convention was aflembled ; and it immediately appeared, that the 22d aks a 
Floufe of Commons, both from the prevailing humour of the people, and from the rE, nee iinet: 

influence of prefent authority, were moftly chofen from among the whig party, vention 

After thanks were unanimoufly given by both Houfes to the Prince of Orange for ™** 

the deliverance, which he had brought them, a memorable vote was in a few days 

pafied by a great majority of the Commons, and fent up to the Houfe of Peers for 

their concurrence. It was contained in thefe words. ‘* That King James the fe- 

‘ cond, having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitution of the kingdom, by break- 
‘ing theo jainal contract betwixt King and people, and having, by the advice of 

“¢ Jefuits and other wicked perfons, Sekine <1 the fundamental laws, and with- 

“< drawn himfelf out of the kingdom, has abdicated the government, and that the 

*“‘ throne is thereby vacant.” This vote, when carried to the upper Houfe, met 

with great oppofition ; of which it is here neceffary for us to explain the reafon. 


Tse Tories and the High-church-men, finding themfelves at once menaced 
with a fubverfion of their laws and of their religion, had zealoufly promoted the 
national revolt, and had on this occafion departed from thofe principles of non-re- 
fiftance, of which, while the King favoured them, they had formerly made fuch 
loud profeffions. Their prefent apprehenfions had prevailed over their political 
tenets ; and the unfortunate Jarnes, who had too much relied on thofe general de- 
clarations, which never will be reduced to practice, found in the iffue that both 
parties were fecretly united in Oppofition to him. But no fooner was the danger 
pafied, and the general fear fomewhat allayed, than party prejudices refumed, 
fome degree, their former authority ; and the Tories were afhamed of that victory, 
which their antagonifts, during the late tranfactions, had obtained over them. 

They were inclined, therefore, to fteer a middle courfe; and, tho’ generally de- Views of the 
termined to oppofe the King’s return, they refolved not to confent to the dethron- Pattie: 
ing him, or altering the line of fucceflion. A regent with kingly power was the 
expedient, which they propofed ; and a late inftance in Portugal feemed to give 
fome authority and precedent to that plan of government. 

In favour of this fcheme the Tories urged, that, by the uniform tenor of the 
Englifh laws, the right of the crown was ever regarded as facred, and could, on 
no account, and by no mal-adminiftration, be forfeited by the Sovereign: That 
to dethrone a King and to elect his fucceffor, was a practice quite unknown to the 
conftitution, and had a tendency to render kingly power entirely dependant and 
‘ precarious: That where the Prince, from his tender years, from lunacy, or from 
other natural infirmity, was incapacitated to hold the reins of government, both 
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the laws and former practice agreed in appointing a regent, who, ‘during the inter- 
val, was invefted with the whole power of the adminiftration: That the inveterate 
and dangerous prejudices of King James had rendered him as unfit to fway the 
Englith fcepter, as if he had fallen into lunacy; and it was therefore natural for the 
people to have recourfe to the fame remedy : That the election of one King was a 
precedent for the election of another ; and the government, by that means, would 
either degenerate into a republic, or what was worfe, into a turbulent and fediti- 
ous Monarchy: That the cafe was ftill more dangerous, if there remained a Prince, 
who claimed the crown by right of fucceffion, and difputed, on fo plaufible a 
ground, the title of the prefent Sovereign: That tho’ the doétrine of non-refiftance 
might not, in every poffible circumftance, be abfolutely true, yet was the belief of it 
extremely expedient; and to eftablith a government, which fhould have the con- 
trary principle for its bafis, was to lay the foundation of perpetual revolutions and 
convulfions: That the appointment of a regent was indeed expofed to many incon- 
veniencies ; but fo long as the line of fucceflion was preferved entire, there was ftill 
a profpect of putting an end, fome time or other, to the public diforcers: And that 
{carce any inftance occured in hiftory, efpecially in the Englith hiftory, where a dif- 
puted title had not in the iffue, been attended with much greater ills, than all thofe, 
which the people had fought to fhun, by departing from the lineal fucceffor. 


Tue leaders of the whig-party, on the other hand, afferted, that, if there was 
any ill in the precedent, that ill would refult as much from the eftablifhing a regent, 
as from the dethroning one King, and appointing his fucceffor ; nor would the one 
expedient, if wantonly and rafhly embraced by the people, be lefs the fource of 
public convulfions than the other: That if the laws gave no exprefs permiffion to 
depofe the Sovereign, neither did they authorize the refifting his authority, or fe- 
parating the power from the title: That a regent was unknown, except where the 
Prince, by reafon of his tender age or his infirmities, was incapable of a will; and 
in that cafe, his will was fuppofed to be involved in that of the regent: That it 
would be the height of abfurdity to try a man for acting upon a commiffion, received 
from a Prince, whom we ourfelves acknowlege to be the lawful Sovereign; and no 
jury would decide fo contrary both to law and to common fenfe, as to condemn fuch 
a criminal: That even the profpect of being delivered from this monftrous inconve- 
nience was, in the prefent fituation of things, more diftant than that of putting an 
end to a difputed fucceffion: That allowing the young Prince to be the“legitimate 
heir, he had been carried abroad ; he would be educated in principles deftruétive of 
the conftitution and eftablifhed religion; and he would probably leave a fon, liable 
to the fame infuperable objeCtion: That if the whole line were cut off by law, the 
people would in time forget or neglect their claim ; an advantage, which could not 
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be hoped for, while the adminiftration was conducted in their name, and while they Chap Il. 
were ftill acknowleged to poffefs the legal title: And that a nation thus perpetually 
governed by regents or protectors approached much nearer a republic, than one 
{ubjeét to Monarchs, whofe hereditary regular fucceffion, as weil as prefent autho- 
rity, was fixed and appointed by the people. 

Tuis queftion was agitated with great zeal by the oppofite parties in the [Loufe 
of Peers, Thechief fpeakers among the Tories were Clarendon, Rochefter, and 
Nottingham ; among the Whigs, Halifax and Danby. The queftion was carried 
for a King by two voices only, fifty-one againft forty-nine. All the prelates, ex- 
cept two, the bifhops of London and Briftol, voted for a regent, ‘The primate, 
a difinterefted but pufillanimous man, kept at a diftance, both from the Prince's 
court and from Parliament, 

Tue Houfe of Peers proceeded next to examine piece-meal the vote, fent up to 
them by the Commons. They debated, ‘* Whether there was an original contract 
‘“< between King and people,” and the affirmative was carried by fifty-three againft 
forty-fix ; a proof that the Tories were already lofing ground. The next queftion 
was, ** Whether King James had broke that original contract ?”’ and after a flight 
oppofition the affirmative prevailed. The Lords proceeded to take into confidera- 
tion the word, abdicated; and it was carried that de/ferted was more proper. The 
concluding queftion was, ‘* Whether King James, having broke the original con- 
“ tract, and deferted the government, the throne was thereby vacant:” ‘This 
queftion was debated with more heat and contention than any of the former; and 
upon a divifion, the Tories prevailed by eleven voices, and it was carried to omit 
the laft article with regard to the vacancy of the crown. ‘The vote was fent back 
to the Commons with thefe amendments. 


Tus earl of Danby had embraced the project of beftowing the Crown folely 
upon the Princefs of Oratige, and of admitting her as hereditary legal fuccefior to 
King James: Paffing by the infant Prince as illegitimate or fuppofititious. His 
change of party in the laft queftion gave the Tories fo confiderable a majority in 
the number of voic.s. 

Tue Commons ftill infifted on their vote, and fent up reafons, why the Lords pyee confe- 
fhould depart from their amendments. The Lords were not convinced; and aes sar 
was neceflary to have a freeconference, in order to fettle this queftion. Never — 
tional debate furely was more important, nor managed by more able fpeakers ; yet 
is one furprized to find the topics, infifted on by both fides, fo very frivolous; 
more refembling the verbal difputes of the fchools than the folid reafonings of 
flatefmen and legiflators. In public tranfactions of fuch confequence, the true 


motives, which produce any meafure, are feldom avowed. The Whigs, now the 
6 ruling 
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ruling: party, having united with the Tories, in order to bring about the revolu- 
tion, had fo much deference for their new allies, as not to infift, that the crown 
fhould be declared forfeited, on account of the King’s mal-adminiftration : Such 
a declaration, they thought, would ‘imply too exprefs a cenfure of the old tory 
principles, and too open a preierence of theirown. They-agreed therefore to con- 
found together the King’s abufing his power and his withdrawing from the king- 
dom; and they called the whole an abdication, as if he had given a virtual, tho’ 
not a verbal, confent to his dethronement. The Tories took advantage of this ob- 
vious impropriety, which had been occafioned merely by the complaifance or pru- 
dence of the Whigs; and they infifted upon the word, defertion, as much more 
fionificant and intelligible. It was retorted on them, that, however that expreffion 
might be juftly applied to the King’s withdrawing himfelf, it could not, with any 
propriety, be extended to his violation of the fundamental laws. And thus both 
parties, while they warped their principles from regard to their antagoni(ts, and 
from prudental confiderations, loft the praife of confiftence and uniformity. 

Tue managers for the Lords next infifted, that even allowing the King’s abufe 
of power to be equivalent to an abdication, or in other words, to a civil death, it 
could operate no otherwife than his voluntary refignation or his natural death ; 
and could only make way for the next fucceffor. It was a maxim of Einglifh law, 
that the throné was never vacant , but inftantly upon the deceafe of one King was 
filled with his legal heir, who was entitled to all the authority of his predeceffor. 
And however young or unfit for government the fucceflor, however unfortunate 
in his fituation, tho” he were even a captive in the hands of public enemies ; yet no 
juft reafon, they thought, could be affigned, why, without any default of his own, 
he fhould lofe a crown, to which, by birth, he was fully intitled. The managers of 
the Commons might have-oppofed this reafoning by many {pecious and even folid 
arguments. They might have faid, that the great fecurity for allegiance being 
merely opinion, any {cheme of fettlement fhould be adopted, in which, it was 
moft probable, the people would acquiefce and perfevere. That tho’ upon the na- 
tural death of one King, whofe adminiftration had been agreeable to the laws, ma- 
ny and great inconveniencies would be endured rather than exclude his lineal fyce 
ceffor ; yet the cafe was not the fame, when the people had been obliged, by their 
revolt, to dethrone a Prince, whofe illegal meafures had, in every circumftance, 
violated the conftitution. That in thefe extraordinary revolutions, the govern- 
ment returned to its firft principles, and the community acquired a right of pro- 
viding for the public intereft by expedients, which, on other occafions, might be 


--deemed violent and irregular. Thar the recent ufe of one extraordinary remedy 


familiarized the people to the practice of another, and more reconciled their mi: ds 
; to 
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to fuch licences than if the government had run on in its ufual tenor; And that 
King James, having carried abroad his fon, as well as withdrawn himéelf, had given 
fuch juft provocation to the kingdom, had voluntarily involved it in fuch diffi- 
culties, that the interefts of his family were juftly facrificed to the public fettlemenr 
and tranquillity. Tho’ thefe topics feem reafonable, they were intirely forborne by 
the whig managers; both becaufe they implied an acknowlegement of the infant 
Prince’s legitimacy, which, it was agreed, to keep in obfcurity, and becaufe they 
contained too exprefs a condemnation of tory principles. ‘They were contented to 
maintain the vote of the Commons by fhifts and evafions and both fides parted at 
laft without coming to any agreement. 

Bur it was impoffible for the public to remain long in the prefent fituation. The 
perfeverance, therefore, of the Lower Houfe obliged the mea to comply; and by 
the defertion of fome Peers to the whig party, the vote of the Commons, without 
any alteration, pafled by a fmall majority in the ales FHoufe, and received the 
fanétion of every part of the legiflature, which then fubfifted. 


Ir happens unluckily for thofe, who maintain an original contract between the 
magiftrate and people, that great revolutions of government, and new fettlements 
of civil conftitutions, are soipthonly conducted with fuch violence, tumult and dif- 
order, that the public voice can fcarce ever be heard; and the opinions of the ci- 
tizens are at that time lefs attended to than even in the common courfe of admini- 
ftration. The prefent tranfactions in England, it muft be confefled, are a — 
fingular exception to this obfervation. The new elections had been carried on 
with great tranquillity and freedom: The Prince had ordered the troops to depart 
from all the towns, where the voters affembled: A tumultuary petition to the 
two Houfes having been promoted, he took caré, tho’ the petition was calculated 
for his own advantage, effectually to fupprefs it: He entered into no intrigues, 
either with the electors or the members: He kept himfelf in a total filence, as if 
he had been no way concerned in thefe tranfactions: And fo far from forming ca- 
bals with the leaders of parties, he difdained even to beftow carefles on thofe, 
whofe affifttance micht be ufeful to him. This conduct was highly meritorious, and 
difcovered creat moderation and magnanimity ; even tho’ the Prince unfortunately, 
thro’ the whole courfe of his life, and on =, occafion, was noted for an addrefs 
fo cold, dry, and diftant, that it was very difficult for ave on account of any in- 
tereft, to foften or familiarize it. 

Art laft, the Prince deigned to break filence, and to exprefs, tho’ in a private 
manner, his fentiments on the prefent fituation of affairs. He called together 
Halifax, Shrewfbury, Danby, and a few more; and he told them, that having 
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Chap. If. been invited over to reftore their liberty, he had engaged in ths enterprize, and 

1659; had at latt happily effected his purpofe : That it belonged to theParliament, now 
chofen and affembled with freedom, to concert meafures for the public fettlement ; 
and he pretended not to interpofe in their determinations. ‘That le heard of feveral 
{chemes propofed for eftablifhing the government: Some infifted 01a regent ; others 
were defirous of beftowing the Crown on the Princefs: It was their concern alone 
to prefer that plan of adminiltration which was moft agreeable or advantageous to 
them. That if they chofe to fettle a regent, he had no objection : He only thought 
it incumbent on him to inform them, that he was determined no: to be theregent, | 
nor ever to engage in a fcheme, which, he knew, would be expofed to fuch in- 
fuperable difficulties. That no man could have a jufter or deeper fenfe of the 
Princefs’s merit than he was imprefled with; but he would ratherremain a private 
perfon than enjoy a crown, which muft depend on the will or life ofanother. And 
that they muft therefore make account, if they chofe either of tiefe two plans of 
fettlemént, that it would be totally out of his power to affift them n carrying it into 
execution: His affairs abroad were too important to be abandonedfor fo precarious 
a dignity, or even to allow him fo much leizure as would be reqtifite to introduce 
order into their disjointed government. 

Tuese views of the Prince were feconded by the Princefs hertlf, who, as the 
pofiefled many virtues, was a moft obfequious wife to a hufbard, who, in the 
judgement of the generality of her fex, would have appeared fo litle attractive and 
amiable. All confiderations were neglected, when they came in competition with 
what fhe efteemed her duty to the Prince. When Danby and otlers of her parti- 
zans wrote her an account of their fchemes and proceedings, fhe exprefled great 
difpleafure ; andeven tranfmitted their letters to her hufband, as afacrifice to con- 
jugal fidelity. The Princefs Anne alfo concurred in the fame plan for the public 
fettlement ; and being promifed an ample revenue, was contented to be poftponed 
in the fucceffion to the crown. And as the title of her infant brother, in the pre- 
feat eftablifhment, was entirely negleSted, fhe might, on the whole, efteem her- 
felf, in point of intereft, a great gainer by this revolution. 

Aut parties, therefore, being agreed, the Convention paffed a mill, where they 
fettled the crown on the Prince and Princefs of Orange, the fole alminiftration to 
remain inthe Prince: The Princefs of Denmark to fucceed afterthe death of the 
Prince and Princefs of Orange ; her poftericy after thofe of the Priscefs, but before 
thofe of the Prince by any other wife. The Convention annexed to this fettlement 
of the crown a declaration of rights, where all the points, which hid, of late years, 
been difputed between King and people, were finally determined ; and the powers 
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of royal prerogative were more narrowly circumi{cribed and more exactly defimed, Chap. 
- ° ‘ ie 1059. 
than in any former period of the Englifh government *. : 


Tuus we have feen, thro’ the courfe of four reigns, a continued ftrugele main- Manners, 
tained between the crown and the people: Privilege and Prerogative were ever emia 
variance : And both parties, befides the prefent object of difpute, had many latent 
claims, which, on a favourable occafion, they produced againft their adverfaries. 
Governments too fteady and uniform, as they are feldom free, fo are they, in the 
judgment of fome, attended with another fenfible inconvenience : They abate the 
active powers of men; deprefs courage, invention, and genius; and produce an 
univerfal lethargy in the people. Tho’ this opinion may be juft, the fluctuation 
and conteft, it muft be allowed,’ of the Enelifh government were, during thefe 
reigns, much too violent both for the repofe and fafety of the people. Foreign 
affairs, at that time, were either entirely neglected, or managed to pernicious pur- 
pofes: And in the domeftic adminiftration there was felt a continued fever, either 
fecret or manifeft ; fometimes the moft furious convulfions and diforders. The 
revolution forms a new epoch in the conftitution ; and was attended with confe- 
quences much more advantageous to the people, than the barely freeing them from 
a bad adminiftration. By deciding many important queftions in favour of liberty, 
and ftill more, by that great precedent of depofing one King, and eftablifhing a 
new family, it gave fuch an afcendant to popular principles, as has put the nature 
of the Englifh conftitution beyond all controverfy. | And it may fafely be affirmed, 
without any danger of exaggeration, that we in this ifland have ever fince enjoyed, 
if not the beft fyftem of government, at leaft the moft entire fyftem of liberty, that 
ever was known among{t mankind. 

To decry with fuch violence, as is affected by fome, the whole line of Stuart ; 
to maintain, that their adminiftration was one continued encroachment on the zacon- 
teftible rights of the people ; 1s not giving due honour to that great event, which not 
only put a period to their hereditary fucceffion, but made a new fettlement of the 
whole conftitution. ‘The inconveniencies, fuffered by the people under the two 
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firft reigns of that family (for in the main they were profperous) proceeded in a 
great meafure from the unavoidable fituation of affairs; and fcarce any thing could 
have prevented thofe events, but fuch vigour of genius in the Sovereign, attended 
with fuch good fortune, as might have enabled him entirely to overpower the liberties 
of his people. While the Pariiaments, in thefe reigns, were taking advantage of 
the neceffities of the Prince, and attempting every feflion to abolifh,or circum- 
{cribe, or define, fome prerogative of the Crown, and innovate in the ufual tenor 
of government: Mutt it not be expected, that the Prince would defend an autho- 
rity, which, for above a century, that is, during the whole regular courfe of the 
former Englith government, had been exercifed without difpute or controverfy ? 
And tho’ Charles the fecond, in 1672, may with reafon be deemed the aggreffor, nor 
is it poflible to juftify his conduct ; yet were there fome motives furely, which 
could engage a Prince, fo foft and indolent, and at the fame time, fo judicious, 
to.attempt fuch hazardous enterprizes. He felt, that public affairs had reached a 
fituation, at which they could not poffibly remain, without fome farther innovation. 
Frequent Parliaments were become almoft entirely requifite to the conduét of pub- 
lic bufinefs ; yet. thefe aflemblies were ftill, in the judgment of the Royalifts, much 
inferior in dignity to the Sovereign, whom they feemed better calculated to coun- 
cil than controul. The Crown ftill poffefled confiderable power of oppofing Par- 
liaments ; and had not as yet acquired the means of influencing them. Hence a. 
continued jealoufy between thefe parts of the conftitution : Hence the inclination 
mutually to take advantage of each other’s neceffities : Hence the impoffibility un- 
der which the King lay of finding minifters, who could at once be ferviceable and 
faithful to him. If he followed his own choice in appointing his fervants, without 
regard to their parliamentary intereft, a refractory feffion was inftantly to be ex- 
pected : If he chofe them from among the leaders of popular affemblies, they either 
loft their influence by adhering to the Crown, or they betrayed the Crown, in or- 
der to preferve their influence with the people. Neither Hambden, whom Charles 
the firft was willing to gain at any price; nor Shaftefbury, whom Charles the fe- 
cond, after the popifh plot, attempted to engage in his councils, would renoun 


Ire 


C 
their popularity for the precarious, and, as they efteemed it, déceitful favour of the 
Prince. The root of their auchority they ftill thought.to lye in the Parliament ; and 
as the power of that affembly was not yet uncontrouleable, they ftill refolved to 


augment it, tho’ at the expence of the royal prerogatives. 

°Tis no wonder, that thefe events, by the reprefentations of faction, have long. 
been extremely clouded and obfcured. No man has yet arofe, who has been en- 
abled to pay an entire regard to truth, and has dared to expofe her, without cover- 
ing or difguife, to the eyes of the prejudiced public. Even that party amonetft 
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us, who boaft of the higheft regard to liberty, have not pofleffed fufficient liberty 
of thought; nor have been able to decide impartially of their own merit compared 
with that of their antagonifts. More noble undoubtedly in their ends, and more 
beneficial to mankind ; “thes muit alfo be allowed to have been often lefs juftifiable 
in the means, and in many of their tranfactions to have payed more regard to poli- 
tical than to moral confiderations. Being obliged to court the populace, they found 
it requifite to comply with their rage a folly; and have even, on many occa- 
fions, by propapaiing fictions, by promoting violence, ferved to infatuate, as well 
as corrupt that people, to whom they made a tender of liberty and juftice. . Charles 
the firft was a speech a Papift, and. a contriver of the Irifh maffacre: The church 
of England was rele apfing faft into idolatry : Puritanifm was the only true religion, 
and the covenant the favourite object of heavenly regard. ‘Thro’ thefe delufions the 
party proceeded, and, what may feem more w oiler fal, {till to the encreafe of law 
and liberty ; ’till they reached the impofture of the. popith plot, a fiction which 
exceeds the ordinary bounds of vulgar credulity. But However fingular thefe 
events may appear, there is. really nothing altogether new in any p<riod of modern 
hiftory : And itis remarkable, that tribunitian arts, tho’ fometimes ufeful in a free 
— conftitution, have often been fuch as men of ftrict probity and honour could not 
bring themfelves either to practife or approve. The other faction, who, fince the 
revolution, have been obliged to court the populace, fometimes found it requifite 
to employ like artifices. 

Tue whig party, for a courfe of near feventy years, have, almoft without in- 
terruption, enjoyed the whole authority of the government ;. and no honours nor 
offices could be obtained but by their countenanceand protection. But this event, 
which has been advantageous to the ftate, has been deftructive to the truth of 
hiftory, and has eftablifhed many grofs falfhoods, which it is unaccountable how 
any civilized: nation could have cant aced with regard to its domeftic occurrences. 
Compofitions the moft defpicable, both for ftyle aad matter, have been extolled, 
and lic and read; as if they had equalled the moft celebrated remains of 
antiquity. And beca 1ufe the ruling p 
tagonifts in the philofophical a wid 2S 
they thence affumed:a right to impeole on the public their account of ali particular 
ssp gaiiiba and to repreient om other party as governed entirely by thet lowed and 
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no-one will ever pleafe either faétion by moderate opinions, it is there we are molt 


likely to meet with truth and certainty. 
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We fhall fabjoin to this general view of the Englith government; fome account: 
of the ftate of the finances, arms, trade, manners, arts, between the reftoration and 
revolution. 


Tue revenue of Charles the fecond, as fettled by the long Parliament, was put 
upon a very bad footing. It was too fmall, if they intended to make him inde-. 
pendant in the common courfe of his adminiftration: It was too large, and fettled 
during too long a period, if they refolved to keep him in entire dependance. The 
large debts of the republic, which were thrown upon that Prince, the neceflity of 
fupplying the naval and military ftores, which were entirely exhaufted*; that of 
repairing and furnifhing his palaces: All thefe caufes involved the King in great 
difficulties immediately after his reftoration; and the Parliament were not fufficiently 
liberal in fupplying him. Perhaps too he had contracted fome debts abroad; and 
his bounty to the diftreffed cavaliers, tho’ it did not correfpond either to their fer- 
vices or expectations, could not fail, in fome degree, to exhauft his treafures. 
The extraordinary fums, granted the King during the firft years, did not fuffice 
for thefe extraordinary charges; and the excife and cuftoms, the only conftant re- 
venue, amounted not to nine hundred thoufand poundsa year, and fell very much 
fhort of the ordinary charges of the government. ‘The addition of hearth-money 
in 1662, and of the other two branches in 1669 and 1670, brought up the revenue 
to one million three hundred fifty-eight thoufand pounds, as we learn from lord 
treafurer Danby’s account: But the fame authority informs us, that the yearly ex- 
pence of the government was at that time one million three hundred eighty feven 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy pounds+, without mentioning contingencies, 
which are always very confiderable, even under the moft prudent adminiftration. 
Thofe branches of revenue, granted in 1669 and 1670, expired in 1680, and 
were never renewed by the Parliament: They were computed to be above two 
hundred thoufand pounds a year. It muft be allowed, becaufe afferted by all co- 
temporary authors, of both parties, and even confeffed by himfelf, that King 
Charles was fomewhat profufe and negligent. But it is likewife certain, that a 
very rigid frugality was requifite to fupport the government under fuch difficulties, 
There is a familiar rule in all bufinefs, that every man fhould be payed, in propor- 
tion to the truft repofed in him, and to the power, which he enjoys; and the nation 
foon found reafon, from Charles’s dangerous connexions with France, to repent 
their tranfgreffion of that prudential maxim. 

Ir 

* Lord Clarendon’s fpeech to the Parliament, O&. 9, 1665. 

+. Ralph’s Hittory, vol. 1. p. 288. We learn from that lord’s Memoirs, p. 12, that the receipts 
of the Exchequer, during fix years, from 1673 to 1679, was about eight millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds, or one million three hundred fixty-fix thoufand pounds a year. See likewife, p. 169. 
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Ir we eftimate the ordinary revenue of Charles the fecond at one million two 
hundred thoufand pan ids a year during his whole reign, the computation will rather 
be above than under the true value. The Convention Parliament, after all the 
fums, which they had granted the King towards the payment. of old debts, threw, 
the laft day of their meeting, a debt upon him, amounting to one million feven 
hundred forty-three thoufand two hundred. fixty-three pounds * : All the ex- 
traordinary fums, which were afterwards voted him by Parliament, amounted to 


eleven millions four hundred forty-three thoufand four hundre dandy feven pounds ; 


hich divided ore; twenty-four, the number of years, which that King reigtied, 
make four hundred feventy-fix thoufand eight hundred and eight pounds a year. 
During that Fea me, he had two violent wars to fuftain with the Dutch; and in 
1678, he made very expenfive preparations for a war with France. In the firft 
Dutch war, both France and Denmark were allies to the United Provinces, and 
the naval armaments in England were very great 5 fo that it is impoflible he could 
have fecreted any part, at leaft any confiderable part, of the fums, which were then 


voted him by Parliament. | 
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To thefe fums we muft add about one million two hundred thoufand pounds, 
which had been detained from the bankers on fhutting up the Exchequer in 1672. 
The King payed fix per cent. for this money during al ithe reft of hisreign+. It is 
remarkable, that, notwithftanding this violent breach’of faith, the King, two years 
afterwards, borrowed money at eight per cent; the fame rate of intereft, which 

A 


he had payed before that eventf{. A proof, that public credit, inftead of being of 


3. 
\ 


fo delicate a nature, as we are apt to imagine, 1s, in reality, fo hardy and robuft, 


hat it is very diificult to deitroy it. 

Tue revenue of James was raifed by the Parliament to about one million eigh 
hundred fifty thoufand pounds 4; and his income as Duke of York being added, 
made the whole amount to two millions a a8, a fum well proportioned to the 

ieceffities, but enjoyed by him in too independanta manner. ‘The national 
debt at the revolution amounted to one million fifty-four thoufand nine hundred 
twenty-five pounds ||. 

Tue militia fell much to decay during thefe two reigns, partly by the policy 
of the Kings, who had entertained a difidence of their fubjects, partly by that ill 


es laws which limited the King’s $ power of muftering and eS them. In 


eu 


eK 
the- beginning, however, of f Charles’ s reign, the militia were {till deemed formida- 
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* Yournals, zoth of December, 1660. + Danby’s Memoirs, p. 7, { Id. p. 65. 
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ble. De Wit having propofed to the French King an invation of England during 
the firft Dutch war, that Monarch replied, that fuch an attempt would be en ively 
fruitlefs, and would tend only to unite the Englifh. Ina sae days, faid i: ‘ia 
our landing, there will be fifty thoufand men at leaft upon us * 

Cuar_es in. the beginning of his reign had in pay near five ae a men, of 
euards and s esiie At the end of ne reign, he augmented this number to near 
eight thoufand. James on Monmouth’s rebellich had on foot about fifteen thou- 
fand men; and when the ?’rince of Orange‘invaded him, there were no fewer than 
thirty thoufand regular troops in England. 


Tue Enghf{hnavy, duringthe greateft part of Charles’s reign, made a great figure, 
both for numbers of fhips, valour of the men, and that of the commanders, 
Even in 1678, the fleet confifted of eighty-three fhips+; befides thirty, which were 
at that time on the ftocks. On the King’s acceffion he found only fixty-three veffels 
of allfizest. During ie latter. part of Charles’s reign, the navy fell conliderably 
to decay, by reafon of the narrownefs of the King’s revenue: But James, ee. 
after his. acceifion, reftored. it to its former power te glory; and before he left the 
throne, carried it much farther. The adminiftration of the admiralty under Pepys, 
is flill aca as a model for order and ceconomy. The fleet at the revolution 
confifted of one. hundred feventy-three veffels of all fizes ; and required forty-two 
thoufand feamen to manit|.. That King, when Duke of York, had been the firft 
inventor of fea fignals. The military genius, during thefe two reigns, had not to- 
tally decayed among the young nobility. Dorfer, Mulgrave, Rochefter, not to 
mention Offory, (erved on board the acer and were prefent in the moft furious 
engagements again{t the Dutch. 

Tue commerce and riches of England did never, during any period, encreafe 
fo faft as from the reftoration to the revolution. The two Dutch wars, by difturb- 
ing the trade of that republic, promoted the navigation of this ifland ; and after 
Charles had made a feparate peace with the States, his fubjects enjoyed unmolefted 
the trade of Europe. The only difturbance, which they met with, was from a 
few French privateers, who infefted the channels and Charlesinterpofed not in bes 
half of his fubjeéts with fufficient fpirit and vite Phe recovery or conqueft of 
New York and the Jerfeys was a very confiderable acceffion to the ftreneth and fe- 
curity of the Englith colonies; and together*with the fettlement of Penfilvania and 
Carolina, which was effected during this reign, extended prodigioufly the Englith 

empire 


* D’Eirades 20th of OMober, 1666. + Pepys’s Memoirs, p. 4; t Memoirs of 
nghth affairs, chiefly naval, | Lives of the Admirals, vol. ii. p. 476, 
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elafs, orc. One Brewer, leaving the Low Countrie:, when the ey were threate 
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by that improvement faved the nation great fums of mon: y. The encreafe of 


coynage during thefe two reigns was ten millions two hundred fixty-one thoufand 
pounds. A board of trade was ereéted in 1670; and the earl of Sandwich was 
made prefident. Charles revived and fu prone | the charter of the Eatt- India com- 
pany ; a meafure whofe utility is fomewhat doubtful : He granted a charter to the 
Fiudfon’s Bay company ; a meafure evide ntly iene 

Tue French K; ing, about the beginning of Charles’s reign, laid fome it mpofitions 
on Englifh commodities: And the Englith, partly difpleated with this innovation, 
partly moved by their animofity againft France, retaliated, by laying fuch reftraints 
en the commerce with that kingdom as amounted almoft to a prohibition. They 
formed calculations, by which they perfwaded themfelves, that they were lofers.a 
million and a half or near two millions a year by the French trade. ‘But no good 


effects were found to refult from thefe reftraints; and in King James’s reign they: 


were taken off by the Parliament. 

AT the fame time that the purrougtia of England’ were deprived of their privi- 
leges, the like attempt was made on the colonies. King James recalled their char- 
ters, by which their liberties were fecured; and he fent over governors invefted 
with abfolute power. The arbitrary principlessofthat Monarch “appeared j in every 

part of his adminiftration. 

Tue people, during thefe two reigns, were, in a great meafure, cured of that wild 


fanaticift », by which they had formerly been fo much agitated. Whatever new 
vices they might acquire, it may be queftioned, whether, by this change, they were, 


in the hey 1, mu hy lors in pe oint of morals. By the example of the King and the 
cavaliers, licentioufnefs and de eaneneny became very prevalentin the nation. The 
yleafures of the a were much purfued, Love was treated more as an appetite 
han a paffion. The one fex began to abate of the national character of chaftity,, 
without being able to infpire the. other with fentiment or dle ‘licacy. 


Pp 
t 


Tue abufes in the former age, arifing from overftrained pretenfions of piety,, 


7 . . . c 
a . at ] Ps - etme ee re ~ . - a oO D5 ‘ 
had much propagated the {pirit of irreligion + ; and many of the ingenious men of 
this 
* Difcourfe on the public revenues, part ii. p: 29, 33, 36. = = 
+ Tuis fophifm, of arguing from the abufe of any thing againft the ufe of it, is one of the groffeft, 
. i ’ ry o at ~ , 5 al 4 20 ne 
and at the fame time, the moit common, to which men are fubje&t, ‘The hiftory of all ages, and none 
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this period Jie under the imputation of Deifm. Befides wits and fcholars by pro- 
feffion, Shaftefbury, Halifax, Buckingham, Mulgrave, Sunderland, Effex, R 
chefter, Sidney, Temple are ue pofed to have adopted thefe principles. 


Tue fame factions, which formerly diftracted the nation, were revived, and 
exerted themfelves in the moft ungenerous and unmanly enterprizes againft each 
ether. King Charles, being in his whole deportment a model of eafy and gentle- 

manly 


more than that of the period, which is our fubje&t, offers us examples of the abufe of religion ; and we 

have not been fparing to remark them: But whoever would thence draw an inference to the difadvan- 
tage of religion in general, would argue very rafhly and erroneouily. ‘T’he proper office of religion is. 
to reform men’s lives, to purify their hearts, to inforce all moral duties, and to fecure obedience to the 
laws and civil magiftrate. While it purfues thefe falutary purpofes, its operations, tho’ infinitely valu- 
able, are fecret and filent, and feldom come under the cognizance of hiftory. ‘That adulterate fpecies 
of it atone which inflames faGtion, animates fedition, and prompts rebellion, diftinguifhes itfelf on the 
open theatre of the world, and is the great fource of revolutions and public convulfions. ‘The hifte- 
jan, therefore, has fcarce occafion to mention any other kind of religion ; and he may retain the high- 
eft regard for true piety, even while he expofes all the abufes of the falfe. He may even think, that he 
cannot better fhow his attachment to the former than by detecting the latices and laying open its abfur- 
dities and pernicious tendency. 

Ir is no proof of irreligion in an hiftorian, that he remarks fome fault or imperfe@ion in each feét 
of religion, which he has occafion tomention. Every ini ftitution, however divine, which is adopted 
by men, muit partake of the weaknefs and infirmites of our nature ; and will be apt, unleds carefully 
guarded, to deg renerate into one extreme or the other. What fpecies of devotion fo pure, noble, and 
worthy the ppee ie Being, as that which is mot {pit ‘itual, fimple, unadorned, and which partakes 
nothing either of the fenfes or imagination? Yet is it found by experience, that this mode of worfhip 
does very naturally, among the vulgar, moust up into extrava eer and fanaticiim. Even many of 
the fir reformers are ©) <pofed fo this repro: .ch ; and their zeal, tho’, in the event, it proved So 
ufeful, partoos ftrongly of the enthufiaftic genius: ‘Iwo of the judges in the reign of Charles the fe- 
cond, fcrupled not to ad ivance this opinion even from the bench. Some mixture of ceremony, pomp, 
and ornament may feem to correét the abufe; yet will it be found very difficult to prevent fuch a form 


st % . . re ae ° ~ : 1, a . 1 ‘ 
of ia Sp from finking fometimes into faperfution. The church of England itfelf, which 1s perhaps 
he beft medium among thefe extremes, will be allowed, at leaft during the age of archbifhop Laud, 


to have been fomewh at infegted with a fuperftition, felababtine se popith ; and to have payed a higher 
regard to fome politive inftitutions, than the nature of the things, ftri€tly {fpeaking, would permit. Tt 
is the bufinels of an hiftorian to remark thefe abufes of all kinds; but it belongs alfo to a prudent 
reader to conhite the reprefentations, which he meets with, to that age alone of ¥ hich the author 
treats. What abfurdity, for inftance, to fuppofe, that the Prefbyterians, Independants, Anabaptifts, 
and other fectaries of the prefentage, partake ot all the extravacancies, which we remark in thofe; who 
bore thefe appellations in the laft century ?., The inference indeed feems jufter; where feéts have bee 

noted for fanaticifm during one period, to conclude, that they will be very moderate and reafonable in 
the fubfequent. For as it is the nature of fanaticifm to abolifh all flavifh fubmiffion to prieitly powers 
it follows, that as foon as the firft ferment 1s abated, men are ni uturally in fuch fects left to the free ufe 


fhake off the fetters of cuftom and authority. 
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of their reafon, and 
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manly behaviour, improved the politenefs.of the nation ; as much as faction; which 
of all things is moft defiructive to politenefs, could poffibly permit. His courtiers 
were long diftinguifhable in England by their obliging and agreeable manners. 

AmipstT the thick cloud of bigotry and ignorance, which overfpread the nation, 
during the Commonwealth and Protedtorfhip, there were a few fedate philofophers, 
who in the retirement of Oxford, cultivated. their reafon, and eftablithed con- 
ferences for the mutual communication of their difcoveries in phyfics and geometry. 
Wilkins, aclergyman, who had married Cromwel’s fitter, and was afterwards 

created bifhop of Chefter, promoted thefe philofophical converfations. Immediately 
after the reftoration, thefe men procured a patent, and having enlarged their aum- 
ber, were denominated the Royal Society. But this patent was all they obtained from 
the King. Tho’ Charles was a great lover of the fciences, particularly chymiftry 
and mechanics, he animated them by his example alone, not by his bounty. His 
craving courtiers and miftreflts, by whom he was perpetually furrounded, engrofied 
all his expence, and left him neither money nor attention for literary merit. His 
contemporary, Lewis, who fell fhort of the King’s genius and knowlege in this 
particular; much exceeded him in liberality. Befides penfions conferred on learned 
men throughout all Europe, his academies were directed by rules and fupported by 
fallaries : A generofity, which does great honour to his memory ; and in the eyes 
of all the ingenious part of mankind, will be efteemed an atonement for many of 
the errors of his reign, We may be furprized, that this example fhould not be 
moré followed by Princes; fiancé it is certain, that that bounty, fo extenfive, fo 
beneficial, and fo much celebrated, coft not that Monarch fo great a fum as is of- 
ten conferred on one fingle, ufelefs, overgrown favourite or ‘courtier. 

Burr tho’ the French academy of {ciences was directed, encouraged, and fup« 
ported by the Sovereign, there arofe in England fome men of fuperior genius, who 
were more than fufficient to caft the ballance, and who drew on themfelves and 
on their native country the regard and attention of all Europe. Befides Wilkins, 
Wren, Wallis, eminent mathematicians, Hooke, an accurate obferver by micro- 
fcopes, and Sydenham, the reftorer of true phyfic; there flourifhed during this 
period a Boyle and a Newton; men, who trode, with Cautious, and therefore 
the more fecure fteps, the only road, which leads to true philofophy. 

Bove improved the pneumatic engine, invented by Otto Guericke, and was 
pba enabled to make feveral new and curious experiments on the air as well 

s on other bodies: His chymiftry is much admired by thofe acquainted with 
rte art: His hydroftatics contain a greater mixture of reafoning and invention 
with experiment than any other of his works ; but his reafoning is ftill remote from 
that boldnefs and temerity, which had led aftray fo many philofophers. Boyle was 
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a great partizan of the’ mechanical philofophy ; a theory, which, by difcovering 
fome of the fecrets of nature, and allowing us to imagine. the reft, is'fo aoree- 
able to the natural vanity and curiofity of nien. 

In Newton this ifland may boaft of having produced the greateft and tarett 
genius that ever arofe for the ornament and inftruGton of the {peécies, Cautious; 
in. admitting no principles but fuch as were founded on experiment; but refolute 
to adopt every fuch principle; however new or vnufaal: From modefty, igno- 
rant of his fuperiority above the reft. of mankind: ‘and thence, lefs careful to 
accommodate. his reafonings to common apprehenfions : More anxious to merit 
than acquire fame: He was from thefe.caufes long unknown.to the world ; but 
his reputation at laft broke out with a luftre, which {carce any writer, during his 
own life-time, had ever before attained. While Newton feemed to draw off the 
veil from fome of the myfteries of nature, he fhowed at the fame time the im- 
perfections of the mechanical philofophy ; and thereby reftored her ultimate fecrets 


to that obfcurity, in which they ever did and ever will remain. 


Tus age was far from being fo favourable to polite literature as to the {ciences- 
Charles, tho’. fond of wit, tho’ pofieffled himfelf of a confiderable:fhare of it, 
tho’ his tafte of converfation feems to have been found and juft; ferved rather to 
corrupt than improve the poetry and eloquence of his time, When the theatres 
were opened at the reftoration, and freedom was again given to pleafantry and 
ingenuity; men, after fo long an abftinence, fed on thefe delicacies with lefs tafte 
than avidity, and. the coarfeft and moft irreaular {pecies of wit was received by 
the court as well as by the people. The productions at that time reprefented on 
the theatre were fuch montfters of extravagance and folly ; fo utterly devoid of all 
reafon or even common fenfe ; that they would be the difgrace of Englith litera- 
ture, had not the nation made aionement for its former admiration of them, by 
the total oblivion to which they are now condemned. The duke of Buckingham’s 
Xehearfal, which expofed thefe wild produétions, feems to be a piece of ridi- 
cule carried to excefs 5 yet in reality the copy {carce equals fome of the abfurdities, 
which we meet with in the originals. 

Tuts fevere fatyre, together with the good fenfe of the:nation, corrected, after 
fome time, the extravagancies of the fafhionable wit; but the produétions of litera- 
ture {till wanted much of that correétnefs and delicacy, which we fo much admire. 
in the antients, and in the French writers, their judicious imitators. » It- was in- 
deed during this period chieAy, that that nation left the Englith behind them in 
the productions of poetry, eloquence, hiftory, and other branches of polite let- 
ters; and acquired a fuperiority, which the efforts of Einglifh writers, during the 
fubfequent age, did more fuccefsfully conteft with them, The arts and {ciences 

were 
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was more deftructive to the refined arts than even the cant, nonfenfe, and enthu- 
ed . y a re 

fiafm of the preceding period. 


Most of the celebrated writers of this age remain monuments of genius, per- 
verted by indecency and bad tafte; but none more than Dryden, both: by reafon 
of the greatnefs of his talents and the grofs abufe which he made of ¢! em. His 
plays, excepting a few fcenes, are utterly disfigured by vice or folly or both. His 


tranflations appear too much the offspring of -hafte and hunger: Even his fabies 
are ill chofen tales, conveyed in an incorrect, tho’ fpirited verfification. Yet 
amidft this great number of loofe productions, the refufe of our language, there 


and Achitophel, and afew more, which difcover fo great genius, fuch. richnefs 
of expreffion, fuch pomp and variety. of numpbers, that they leave us equally full 
of regret. and indignation, on account of the inferiority or rather great abfurdity 
of his other writings, 

Tue very name of Rochefter is offenfive to modeft ears; yet does his poetry 
difcover fuch energy of ftyle and fuch poignancy of fatyre; as give ground to ima- 
gine what fo fine.a genius, had he fallen in a more happy age and followed better 
models, was capable of producing... The antient fatyrifts often ufed great liberty 
in their expreffions ; but their freedom no more refembles the licence of Rochetter, 
than the nakednefs of an Indian does that of a common proftitute. 

WryeHeErtey was ambitious of the reputation of wit and libertinifm ; and he at- 
tained it: He was probably capable of reaching the fame of true comedy, and 
inftruétive ridicule... Otway had a genius finely turned to the pathetic ; but he 


neither obferves ftri@tly the rules of the drama,- nor the rules, {till more effential, 
of propriety and decorum. By one fingle piece the duke of Buckingham did both 
great fervice to his age and honour to himfelf. The earls of Mulgrave, Dor- 


fer, and Rofcommon wrote in a good taite ; but their productions are eit 


or carelefs. The marquefs of Halifax difcovers a refined genius ; and nothing but 
leizure.and an inferior {tation feem wanting to have procured him great eminence 
in. literature. 
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Or all the confiderable writers of this age, Sir William Temple is almoft the 
only one, who kept himfelf altogether unpolluted by that inundation of vice and 
licentioufnefs, which overwhelmed the nation, The {tyle of this author, tho’ 
extremely negligent, and even mixed with foreign idioms, is agreeable and in- 
terefting. That mixture of vanity, which appears in his works, is rather a re- 
commendation to them. By means of it, we enter into acquaintance with the 
character of the author, full of honour and humanity ; and fancy that we are en- 
gaged, not in the perufal of a book, but in converfation with a companion, 


Tso’ Hudibras was publithed, and probably compofed, during Charles’s reign, 
Butler may juftly, as well as Milton, be thought to belong to the foregoing pe- 
t10d. No compofition abounds fo much as Hudibras in ftrokes of juft.and inimi- 
table wit ; yet are there many performances, which give as great or greater enter- 
tainment on the whole perufal. ‘The allufions are often datk and far-fetched ; and 
tho’ {carce any author was ever able to expre{s his thoughts in fo few words, he 
often employs too many thoughts on one fubject, and thereby becomes prolix af- 
ter an unufual manner, It is furprizing how much erudition Butler has intro- 
duced with fo good a grace into a work of pleafantry and humour: Hudibras ig 
perhaps one of the moft learned compofitions, that isito be found in any language. 
The advantage, which the royalcaufe received fromy this poem, in. expofing the 
fanaticifm and falfe pretences of the former parliamentary party, was prodigious. 
The King himfelf had fo good tafte as to be highly ftruck with the merit of the 
work, and had even got a great part of it by heart ¢ Yet was, he either fo carelefs 
in his temper, or fo little endowed with the vireue of liberality, or, more properly 
fpeaking, of gratitude, that he allowed the author, who was a man of virtue and 
probity, to live in obfcurity and dye in want. Dryden: is an inftance of a negli- 
gence of the fame kind. His Abfalom fenfibly contributed to the victory, which 
the Tories obtained over the Whigs after the exclufion Parliaments : Yet could 
not this merit, aided by his great. genius, procure. him an. eftablithmeat, which 
might exempt him from the neceffity of writing for bread. Otway, tho’ a profett 


Royalift, could not even procure bread by his writings.;.and he had the fingular 
fate of dying literally of hunger. _Thefe incidents throw a great. ftain onthe 


nemory of Charles, who had difcernment, loved genius, was liberal of .money, 
but attained not the praife of true genérofity. 
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CHARLES II’s DECLARATION from BREDA. 


Span RLES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland, ‘France, 
and:Ireland, defender of the faith, 8c... To all our loving fubjects of what 
degree or quality foever, greeting. If the general diftraction, and confufion, 
which is fpread over the whole kingdom, doth not awaken all men to a defire, and 
longing, that thofe wounds which have fo many years together been kept bleeding, 
may be bound up, all we can fay will be to no purpofe. However, after this long 
filence, we have thought it our duty to declare, how much we defire to contribute 
thereunto : And that,.as we can never give over the hope,.in good time, to obtain 
the poffeffion of that right, which God and nature hath made our due; fo we do 
make it-our daily fuit to the Divine Providence, that he will, in compaffion to 
us, and our fubjects, after fo long mifery and fufferings, remit, and put us into 
a quiet, and peaceable pofleffion of that our right, .wathoas little blood and damage 
to our people as is poflible; nor do we defire more to enjoy what is ours, than that 
all our fubjects mayenjoy what by law is theirs, bya full and entire adminiftration 
of juftice throughout the land, and by extending our mercy where it is wanted 
and deferved. 

Anp tothe end that fear of punifhment may not engage any, confcious to 
themfelves-of what is paft, to a perfeverance in guilt for the future, by oppofing 
the quiet and happinefs of their country, in the reftoration both of King; and 
Peers, and People, to-their juft, ancient, and fundamental rights ; wedo by thefe 
prefents declare, that we'do~erant a free and general pardon, which we are ready, 


oO 
5. 7 , ] al ~ - ign APR rn 
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what desree or quality foever, who within forty days after the publifhing hereof, fhal] 
t declare thei: 


lay hold upon this our grace and favour, and fhall by any public ac 
and that they return to the loyalty and obedience of good fubj 


- 


— > } 
a) 
~ oO 


doing {o, ts; ex- 
© ; 3 rd < } a “+ RES, aa wLAG 
cepting only fuch perfons as fhall hereafter be excepted by barliament. 1 hole only 
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folemaly given by this prefent declaration, that no crime whatfoever committed 
againit us, or our royal father, before the publication of this, fhall ever rife in 
judgement, or be brought in queftion again{t any of them, to the lea indamage- 
ment of them, either in their lives, liberties, or eftates, or (as far forth-as lies in 
our power) fo much as to the prejudice of their reputations, by any reproach, or 
terms of diftinction from -the reft of our beft fubjects; we'defiring, and ordaining, 
chat henceforward ali notes of difcord, feparation, and difference of parties, be 
atterly abolifhed among all our fubjets: whom we invite and conjure to a _per- 
ect union among themlelves, under our protection, for the refettlement of our 
‘uft rights, and theirs, in a free Parliament; by which, upon the word of a King, 
we will be advifed. 

Ann becaufe the paffion and uncharitablenefs of the times, have produced fe- 
veral opinions in religion, by which men are engaged in parties and animofities 
againft each other ; which, when they fhall hereafter unite in a freedom. of con- 
verfation, will be compofed, or better underftood; we do declare a liberty to 
tender confciences ; and that no man {hall be difquieted, or called in queftion, 
lor differences of opinion in matters of religion which do not difturb the peace 
of the kingdom; and that we hall be ready to confent to fuch an act of Parlia- 


ment, as, upon mature deliberation, fhall be offered to us, for the full granting 
that indalgence. ‘ 


Awp becaufe in the continued diftra@tions of fo many years, and fo many and 


great revolutions, Many grants and purchafes of eftates have been made to and by 
many officers, foldiers, and others, ‘who aré now pofiefled.of the fame, and who 


may be liable to actions at law, upon feveral titles; we are likewife willing that all 
luch differences, and all things relating to fuch grants, fales, and purchafes fhall 
be determitied in Parliament ; which can beft provide for the juft fatisfa@ion of 
2}! men who are concerned, 

AND we do farther declare, that we will be ready to confent to any a@ or acts 
of Parliament to the purpofes aforefaid, and for the full fatisfa@ion of all arrears 
cue to the officers and foldiers of the army under the command of general Monk; 
end that they fhall be received into our fervice upon as good pay, and conditions, 


48 they now enjoy. 
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The DECLARATION: of RIGHTS: 
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WV FLEREAS the late King James the fecond, by the affiftance of divers 
evil counfellors, judges and minifters e employed by him, did endeavour 


to fubvert and extirpate the prote‘tant religion; and the laws and liberties of this 
; 


kingdom ; by affumin: @ and exercifing a power of d lifpenfing oe and fufj 


th 


pending 
of laws, without confent of Parliament : By: committing and profecuting. divers 
worthy prelates, for humbly petitio: ing to be excufe sed trom concurri ing to the faid 
affumed power: By iffuing aS cauling to be executed, a commiflion under the.great 
feal, for erecting a court allée: The Court: of Commiffioners for Ecclefia fica] 
Caufes: By levying money for and‘to the ufe of the Cro wo,. by pretence of pre- 
rogative, for other time, and in other manner, than the mele was granted by ae 
liament: By raifing-anc ROR Ne. a {tanding army within this ki: ifdom in tims of 
panics without coi fens of Parliament ; and quartering foldiers contr ary tolaw: By 
caufing divers good fubjects, being Proteftants, to be difarme: d, at the fame tme 
when Papiits were both armed and employed contrary to law: By y violating the f-ee- 
dom of election of members to ferve in Parliament: By profecutions in the ccurt 
of King’s Bench for matters and caufes cognizable only in Parliament; and by di- 

vers other arbitrary andillegal courfes.. .Anmdewhereas of late years, pereah; cor 
rupt, and unqualified serfon. have been returned and ferved on juries in trials, znd 
particularly divers jurors in trials for high treafon, which were not fieel iolders ; ; and 
exceffive bail hath been required of — committed in criminal cafes, to elude 
the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the fubjects ; and exceffive fines hive 
been impofed ; and illegal and cruel punifhments inflicted ; and feveral erants and 
promites made.of fines and forfeitures, before e any conviction or judement againt{t ihe 
perfons upon whom the fame were to be levied : All which are utterly and diredly 
contrary to the known laws and ftatutes, and freédom of thi realm. 

AnD whereas the faid late King James the fecond, | having abdicated the govein- 
ment, and the throne being thereby vacant, his highnefs, the Prince of Oran Be 
(whom it hath pleal fed Almighty God to make the glorious inftrument of deliver- 
ing this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power) did (by the advice of the Lords 
fpiritual and temporal, and divers principal pes of the Commons) caufe letters 
to be written to the Lords fpiritual and temporal, being Proteftants, and other lete 
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ters to the feveral counties, cities, univerfities, burroughs, and cinque-ports, for 
the chufing of fuch perfons to reprefent them, as were of right to be fent to Par- 
liament, to meet and fit at Weftminfter, upon the twenty-fecond day of January, 
in this year 1688, in order to fuch an eftablifhment, as that their religion, laws 
and liberties, might not again be in danger of being fubverted: Upon which let- 
ters, elections having been accordingly made; and thereupon the Lords fpiritual 
and temporal, and Commons, purfuant to their feveral letrers and elections, be- 
ing now affembled in’a full and free reprefentative of this nation, taking into their 
moft ferious confideration the beft means for attaining the ends aforefaid, do in the 
firft place (as their anceftors in like-cafe have ufually done) for vindicating and 
afferting their ancient rights and liberties; declare, 

1. Tuat the pretended power of fufpending. laws, or execution of laws, by 
regal authority, without confent of Parliament, is illegal. 2. That the pretended 
power of difpenfing with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, as 
it hath been aflumed and exercifed of late, is illegal*. 3. Lhat the commiffion 
for erecting the late court of commiffioners for ecclefiaftical caufes, and all other 
commiffions and courts of the like nature, are illegal and pernicious. 4, That 
levying of money for or tothe ufe of the Crown, by pretence of prerogative, with- 
out grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in any other manner than the fame is 
or fhall be granted, is illegal. 5. That it is the right of the fubjects to petition 
the King, and all commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning, are illegal. 
6. That the raifing or keeping a ftanding-army within the kingdom in time of 
peace, unlefs it be with confent of Parliament, is againft law. 7. That the fubjects, 
which are Proteftants, may have arms for their defencefuitable to their condition, 
and as allowed by law. 8. That eleétions of members of Parliament ought to be 
free. 9. That the freedom of fpeech, and debates or proceedings in Parliament, ought 
not to be impeached or queftioned in any court or place out of Parliament: 10. 
That exceffive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive fines impofed, nor cruel 
and unufual punifhments inflicted. 11. That jurors ought to be duly empannelled 
and returned, and jurors which pafs upon men in trials of high-treafon ought to be 
freeholders. 12. That all grants and promifes of fines andforfeitures of particular 
perfons, before conviction, are illegal and void. 43. And that for redrefs of all 

erievances, 


* Tt is remarkable, that the convention, even when they had the making of their own terms, could 
not condemn the difpenfing power in general, which had been uniformly exerciied by every former 
King of England. They only condemned it fo far, as i# bad been affumed and exercifed of late. And it 
is\equially remarkable, that this partial condemnation has in effect involved a total exclufion of that 
power, which at prefent is exercifed by the crown on no occafion. For it was found impoffible to fix 
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any boundaries, or determine the cafés, in which it would be legal or fafe to exercile it. 
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The DECLARATION of RIGHTS. 


HEREAS the late King James the fecond, by the affiftance of divers 
evil counfellors, judges and minifters employed by him, did endeavour 
to fubvert and extirpate the proteftant religion, and the laws and liberties of this 
kingdom ; by affuming and exercifing a power of difpenfing with, and fufpending 
of laws, without confent of Parliament: By committing and profecuting divers 
worthy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be excufed from concurring to the {aid 
affumed power : By iffuing and caufing to be executed, acommiffion under the great 
feal, for erecting a court called, The Court of Commiffioners for Ecclefiattical 
Caufes: By levying money for and to the ufe of the Crown, by pretence of pre- 
rogative, for other time, and in other manner, than the fame was granted by Par- 
liament : By raifing and keeping a ftanding army within this kingdom in time of 
peace, without confent of Parliament ; and quartering foldiers contrary tolaw: By 
caufing divers good fubjects, being Proteftants, to be difarmed, at the fame time 
when Papifts were both armed and employed contrary to law ; By violating the free- 
dom of election of members to ferve in Parliament: By profecutions in the court 
of King’s Bench for matters and caufes cognizable only in Parliament ; and by di- 
vers other arbitrary and illegal courfes. And whereas of late years, partial, cor- 
rupt, and unqualified perfons, have been returned and ferved on juries in trials, and 
particularly divers jurors in trials for high treafon, which were not freeholders ; and 
exceffive bail hath been required of perfons committed in criminal cafes, to elude 
the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the fubjects ; and exceflive fines have 
been impofed ; and illegal and cruel punifhments inflicted; and feveral grants and 
promifes made of fines and forfeitures, before any conviction or judgment againft 
the perfons upon whom the fame were tobe levied: All which are utterly and di- 
rectly contrary to the known laws and itatutes, and freedom of this realm. 

Awnv whereas the faid late King James the fecond, having abdicated the govern- 
ment, and the throne being thereby vacant, his highnefs the Prince of Orange 
(whom it hath pleafed Almighty God to make the glorious inftrument of deliver- 
ing this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power) did( by the advice of the Lords 
fpiritual and temporal, and divers principal perfonsof the Commons) caufe letters 
to be written to the Lords fpiritual and temporal, being Proteftants, and other let- 
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ters to the feveral counties, cities, univerfities, burroughs, and cinque-ports, for 
the chufing of fuch perfons toreprefent them, as were of right to be fent to Par- 
liament, to meet and fit at Weftminfter, upon the twenty-fecond day of January, 
inthis year 1688, in order to fuch an eftablifhment, as that their religion, laws 
and liberties, might not again be in danger of being fubverted: Upon which let- 
ters, elections having been accordingly made ; and thereupon the Lords fpirituay 
and temporal, and Commons, purfuant to their feveral letters and elections, be- 
ing now aflembled in a full and free reprefentative of this nation, taking into their 
moft ferious confideration the beft means for attaining the ends aforefaid, do in the 
firft place (as their anceftors in like cafe have ufually done) for vindicating and 
afferting their ancient rights and liberties ;. declare, 


1. Tuar the pretended power of fufpending laws, or execution of. Jaws, | by 
regal authority, without confent of Parliament, is illegal. 2. Thatthe pretended 


‘power of difpenfing with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal authority, as 


it hath been affumed and exercifed of late, is illegal *. | 3. That the commiffion 
for erecting the late court of commiffioners for ecclefiaftical caufes, and all other 
commiffions and courts of the iike nature, are illegal and pernicious. 4, That 
levying of money for or to the ufe of the Crown, by pretence of prerogative, with. 
out grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in any other manner than the fame is 
or fhall be granted, is illegal. 5. That it is the right of the fubjects to petition 
the King, and all commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning, are illegal. 
6. That the raifing or keeping a ftanding army within the kingdom in time of 
peace, unlefs it be with confent of Parliament, is againft law. 7. That the fubjects, 
which are Proteftants, may have arms for their defence fuitable to their condition, 
and as allowed by law. 8. That elections of members of Parliament ought to be 
free. 9, That the freedom of {peech, and debates or proceedings in Parliament, ought 
not to be impeached or queftioned in any court: or place out-of Parliament. 10. 
That exceffive bail ought not to be required, nor exceflive fines impofed,. nor crue} 
and unufual punifhments inflicted. 11. That jurors ought to be duly empannelled 
and returned, and jurors which pafs upon men in trials of high treafon ought to be 
freeholders. 12. That all grants and promifes of fines.and forfeitures of particular 
perfons, before conviction, are illegal and void..<13. And that, for redrefs of} all 

grievances, 


* It is remarkable, that the convention, even when they had the making of their own terms, could 
not condemn the difpenfing power in general, which had been uniformly exercifed by every former 
King of England. hey only condemned it fo far, as 1¢ bad been affumed and exercifed of late. But 
in the Bill of Rights, which pafled about a twelvemonth after, they took care to fecure more’effec- 
tually againft a branch of prerogative, incompatible with ‘all legab liberty }and. limitations, and ‘they 
excluded, in pofitive terms, all difpenfing power in the crown. 
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great many catholic officers, and that. he had, in their favour, dilpenfed with 
the law, requiring the teft to be taken by every one who poffefied any public of- 
fice. And to cut fhort all oppofition, he declared, that, having reaped the be- 
nefit of their fervice during fuch times, of danger, he was determined, neither 
to expofe them afterwards to difgrace, nor himfelf, in. cafe of another rebellion, 
to the want of their affiftance. 

Sucu violent averfion did this Parliament bear to oppofition; fo great dread 
had been inftilled of the confequences attending any breach with the King, that 
it is probable, had he practifed his difpenfing power without. declaring it, no ¢en- 
quiries would have been made, and time might have reconcil.d the nation to this 
dangerous exercife of the prerogative. But to invade at once their conftitution, 
to threaten their religion, to eftablifh a ftanding army, and even to require them, 
by their concurrence, to contribute towards all thefe meafures, exceeded the bounds 
of their patience, and they began, for the firit time, to difplay fome {mall remains 
of Englith fpirit and generofity.. When the King’s {peech was taken into conii- 
deration by the Commons, many fevere reflections were thrown out againft the pre- 
fent meafures; and the Houfe was with feeming difficulty engaged to promife in 
a general vote, that they would grant fome fupply. But inftead of finifhing that 
bufinefs, which could alone render them acceptable to the King, they proceeded 
to examine the difpenfing power; and they voted an addrefs to the King againtt 
it. Before this addrefs was prefented, they refumed the confideration of the fup- 
ply; and’as one million two hundred thoufand pounds were demanded by the 
Court, and two hundred thoufand pounds propofed by the patriots, a middle courfe 
was chofen, and feven hundred thoufand pounds, after fome difpute, were at laft 
voted. The addrefs againft the difpenfing power was expreffed in the moft re- 
fpeétful and fubmiffive manner yet was it very ill received by the King, and his 
anfwer contained a flat denial, uttered with great warmth and vehemence. The 
Commons were fo daunted with this reply, that they kept filence a long time; and 
when Coke, member for Derby, rofe up and faid, ‘* I hope we are all Englifh- 
‘© men, and not to be frighted with a few hard words :” So little fpirit appeared 
in that affembly, often fo refraétory and ‘mutinous, that they fent him to the 
Tower for bluntly expreffing a free and generous fentiment. They adjourned, 
without fixing a day for the confideration of his Majefty’s anfwer ; and on their 
next meeting, they very fubmiffively proceeded to the confideration of the fup- 
ply, and even went fo far as to eftablifh funds for paying the fum voted, in nine 
years and a half. The King, therefore, had in effect, almoft without ftrugele 
or-violence, obtained a total victory over the Commons; and inftead of conteft- 


ing for their liberties, now expofed to manifeft danger, they even conferred an 
addi- 
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additional revenue to the crown, and rendering it in fome, degree independent, 
contributed to encreafe thofe imminent dangers, with which they had fo good 
reafon to be alarmed. 


THe next oppofition came from the Houfe of Peers, which has not commonly 
taken the lead on thefe occafions, and even from the bench of bifhops, whence the 
Court ufually expects the greateft complaifance and fubmiffion. The upper Houfe 
had been engaged, in the firft days of the feflion, to give general. thanks for the 
King’s fpeech ; by which compliment they were underftood, according to the 
practice of that time, to have acquiefced in every part of it: Yet notwithftanding 
that ftep, Compton, bifhop of London, in his own name and that of his bre- 
thren, moved that a day fhould be appointed for taking the f{peech into confide. 
ration: He was feconded by Halifax, Nottingham, and Mordaunt. Jefferies, 
the chancellor, oppofed this motion ; and feemed inclined to ufe in that Houfe 
the fame brutal arrogance, to which on the bench he had fo long been accuftom- 
ed: But he was foon taught to known his place; and he proved, by his behavi- 
our, that infolence, when checked, naturally finks into meannefs. and cowardice. 
The bifhop of London’s motion prevailed. 

Tue King might reafonably have prefumed, that even if the Peers thould fo 
far recover courage as to make an application againtt his difpenfing power, the fame 
fteddy anfwer, which he had given the Commons, would make them relapfe into 
the fame timidity ; and he might by that means have obtained a very contiderable 
fupply, without making any conceffions in return. But fo imperious was his tem- 
per, fo lofty the idea which he had entertained of his own authority, fo violent the 
fchemes fuggefted by his own bigotry and that of his priefts ; that, without any: 
delay, without waiting for any farther provocation, he immediately proceeded to 
a prorogation, He continued the Parliament during a year and a half by four 
more prorogations ; but haying in vain tried. by feparate applications to break 
the obilinacy of the leading members, .he at laft diffolved that aflembly, ..And 
as it was plainly impoffible for him to find among his proteftant fubjects a fer of 
men more devoted to royal authority, it was univerfally concluded, that he in- 
tended thenceforth to govern entirely without Parliaments. 

Never King mounted the throne of England with greater advantages than 
James; nay, poffefied greater facility, if that-were any advantage, of rendering 
himfelf and his pofterity abfolute : ‘Bur all thefe fortunate circumftances tended-on- 
ly, by his own mifconduét, to bring more fudden ruin upon him. The nation 
leemed difpofed of themfelves to refign their liberties into his hands, had he nots 
at the fame time, made an attempt upon their religion: And he might even have 
fucceeded in furmounting at once their liberties and religion, had he conducted 
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grievances, and for the amending, ftrengthening and preferving of the laws, Par- 
liaments ought to be held frequel ntly. 


Anp they do claim, demand and infift upon all and fingular the premiffes, as 
their undoubted rights and liberties : And no declarations, judgments, doings or 
proceedings, to the prejudice of the people in any of the faid premifies, ought in any 
wife to be drawn hereafter into confequence or example. To which Sirand of their 
rights they are particularly encour aged by the declaration of his highnefs the Prince 
of Orange, as being the only means for obtaining a full redrefs and remedy therein. 

Havine therefore an entire confidence, that his faid highnefs the Prince of 
Orange will perfect the deliverance fo far advanced by him, and will ftill preferve 
them pe the violation of their rights, which they have here afferted, and from all 
other attempts upon their religion, rights and liberties; the Lords {piritual and 
temporal, affembled at Weltminfter, dorefolve, That William and Mary; Prince 
and Princefs of Orange, be, and be declared King and Queen of England, France, 
and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, to hold the crown and royal 
dignity of the faid kingdoms and dominions, to pass the faid Prince and Princefs, 
during their lives and the life of the furvivor of them; and that the fole and full 
excrete of the regal power be only in, and executed by the faid Prince of Orange, 
in the names of ty faid Prince and Princefs during their joint lives; and after fats 
deceafe the faid crown and royal dignity of the faid kingdoms and dominions to be 
to the heirs of the body of the faid Princefs ; and for defuiti of fuch iffue, to the 
Princefs Anne of Denmark, and the heirs of her body ; and for default of fuch 
iffue, to the heirs of the body of the faid Prince of Orange. 

Awnp the faid Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, do pray the faid 
Prince and Princefs of Orange, to accept the fame accordingly : And that the oaths 
hereafter mentioned be taken by all perfons of whom the oaths of allegiance and 
fupremacy might be required by law, inftead of them ; and that the faid oaths of 
allegiance and fupremacy be abrogated: I A.B. do fincerely promife and fwear, 
That I will be faithful and bear true-allegiance to their Majefties, King William and 
Queen Mary. So help me God. I A.B. do fwear, That I do from my heart 
abhor, deteft and abjure, as impious and heretical, this damnable doctrine and po- 
fition, ‘That Princes excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any authority 
of the fee of Rome, may be depofed or murdered by their fubjects, or any other what- 
foever. And I dodeclare, That no foreign Prince, perfon, prelate, {tate or poten- 
tate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdiction, power, fuperiority, pre-eminence, 
or authority ecclefiaftical or fpiritual, within this realm. -So help me God. 
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